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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON,  O.C.  20310 


IN  REPLV  REFER  TO 


AGAM-P  (M)  (1  Dec  66)  FOB  0T  RD 


8  December  1966 


to 

Q 

tO  TO: 

iN 
00 
CO 

© 


SUBJECT:  Combat  After  Action  Report  Operation  El  Psso  11/111 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Forwarded  as  inclosure  is  Combst  After  Action  Report,  Operation 
El  Paso  II/ III,  2  June  1966  -  3  September  1966.  Information  contained 
in  this  report  should  be  reviewed  snd  evaluated  by  CDC  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  6f  of  AR  1-19.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  $0  days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

• 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the 
Commandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 
future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be  sdapted 
for  U3e  in  developing  training  material. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  0?  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 

Combat  After  Action  Report 


KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 


DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  General 

US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 
Commandants 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 

U3  Army  War  College 

U3  Army  Air  Defense  School 

U3  Army  Armor  School 

US  Army  Artillery  snd  Missile  School 

US  Army  Chemical  Corps  School 

U3  Array  Engineer  School 

U3  Array  Milltsry  Police  School 

US  Army  Infantry  School 

'US  Army  Intelligence  School 

(Continued  on  page  2) 
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“  ^  Transportation  School 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Frai.. cisco  96345 

COMBAT  OPERATIONS  AFTER  ACTION. REPCET 
OPERATION  EL  PASO  Il/III 

1.  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION:'  1st  Jnfanfciy  Division  Operation 

EL  PASO  II/III  -  Search'  and  Destroy,  Base  Camp  and  Airfield  Security, 
and  ROADRUNNER  operation.  References  Maps  Vietnam,  1:50,000  sheets 
6244  I,  62451,  II,  6246  I,  II,  6345  I,  II,  III,  IV,  6346  I,  II,  III, 

IV,  .-6446,  III,  IV. 

y  .  • 

2.  DATES. QF  OPERATION:  021430HtJune  -  031200H  September  1 966.- 

T('. '  ....  •* 

3.  GENERAL:  On  2  June  1966,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  directed  Operation 
EL.  PASO  II/III  commenced  under  control  of  the.  1st  . Infantry  Division. 

The  initial  area  of  operation  covered, the  area  vicinity  of  the. .airfield 
and  ARVN  compounds  around  LOC  NIMH  in  BINH  LONG;  Province.  .As  tb?  dera¬ 
tion  developed  and  1st  Infantry  Division  strength  was  built  up,  forces  • 
were  deployed  on  operation  throughout  BINH  LONG  and  portions  of  PHUOC 
LONG  Provinces,  The  general  area  of  operation  for  BINH  LONG  Province 

is  at  Annex  D.  Three  other  areas  of  operation  were  established,-.as  the 
enemy  threat  was  countered.  '  The  SONG  HE  AO  is  at  Annex  E.  Areas  . of 
operation  were  established  aTouftd  KINH.  THANH  (Annex  F)  and  the  area  in 
which  the  raid  on  the  rice  cache  was  conducted  (Annex  G). 

Initially  the  operation  consisted  of  png'  'Brigade  '.sent  upon  direction 
of  Commanding  General,  IIFFORCEV  and  at  the  request  of  Commanding  General, 
5th  Division  ( ARVN),, to  defend  the  J$C  NINH  area  against -the  possibility 
of  attack"  by  the  9th  VC  Division.  Ely  ndd  June,  a  two  brigade  (reinf) 
operation,  was  being  conducted  to  .locate  arid  destroy.  VC  . forces  and., 
installations.  Brigades  operated  in  assigned  areas  and  moved  rapidly 
to  successive  areas  to  exploit  intelligence  on  VC  troop  and  supply 
installations..  ...  •.  •»:  • 

..a,.  .  The  reporting  officer  for  , this  report  is  Major  General  William  -E. 
DeP^y,  .Conmanding  General,,  1st  Infant  .-y  Division.;. 

b.  Task.  'Organisation.';-'  Control  of.  the  operation  was  exercised  by 
Headquarters,,  1st.  Infantry-,  Division, operating  from  a  tactical  command 
1  post.  The  initial  task/-  organization  is  listed,  below.  Due  to  the  large 
and  frequent  changes  in  task  organization,  these  changes  are  shown  as 
they  occurred  daily  V1  paragraph  7,  Execution.  -Commanders  are  shown 
at  Annex  M.  • .  . >•„  . 

3d  Brigade  Task  Force  (2  June). 

;HHC,  3d  Bde  (-)  • 

2d,  Battalion,  28th  Infantry,  u-  v. 


‘  ? ' 2d  Battalion,  33d  Arty  (-) ;  .  , 

’ r  D  Troop,  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cavalry 

4.-  INTELLIGENCE:  ■. 

a.  Mission: 

(1)  In  conjunction  with  other  MACV  agencies  iri’Che  field,  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  conducted  Operation  EL  PASC  /ill  from  2  June  thru  •  • 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 

DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
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COL  William  D.  Brodbeck 

LTC  Kyle.  W.  Bowie  • 

(2  Jun  -  14  Jul) 

LTC  Thomas  H.  Jones 
■  (14  Jul  -  11  Aug) 

LTC  Elmer  D.  Pendleton  Jr. 


*  \ 


CONJ-'/DE/s/Hal 

3  September  1 966.  The  intelligence  objective  was  to  estimate  VC  strengths, 
locations,  dispositions,  and  anticipated  situations  in  the  objective  area, 
prior  to  the  operation.  Special  attention  was  to  be  directed  to  determine 
the  validity  and  source  of  current  information,  if  security  would  pennit, 

(2)  In  the  course  of  the  operation,  MACV  desired  pertinent  intelli¬ 
gence  as  to  the  identity  of  VC  units  encountered,  to  include  an  overlay 
of  the  locations  encountered,  military  characteristics  of  the  area  of 
operations,  the  effects  of  weather,  descriptions  of  the  type  of  fortifi¬ 
cations  encountered,  and  the  methods  used  to  destroy  them  or  deny  their 
use  to  the  enemy.  Sketches  or  drawings  of  such  fortifications  were 
desired  when  possible. 

T>.  Invents  Prior  to  the  Operation-. 

(1)  On  26  April  1966,  a  rallier  from  the  2d  Battalion,  2?3d  Regiment 
stated  that  the  regiment  was  moving 'to  War  Zone  C  for  rest  and  resupply. 

He  also  stated  that  the  271st  Regiment  would  follow.  At  this  time  the 

1 st  Infantry  Division  was  deployed  in  War  Zone  C. 

(2)  In  late  April  captives  and  ralliers  in  PHUOC  LONG  Province 
indicated  the  141st  and  250th  Regiments  had  also  infiltrated  in  the 
BINH  LONG  -  PHUOC  LONG  Province  area. 

(3)  On  3  May  66,  a  notebook  taken  from  a  rear  element  of  272d 
Regiment  indicated  the  regiment  would  be  involved  in  an  offensive 
operation  in  the  LOC  NINH  area. 

(4)  On  5  May  66,  Vic  XU  8170,  a  member  of  the  reconnaissance  element 
of  27 1st  Regiment  was  killed  and  his  personal  notebook  captured.  Trans¬ 
lation  disclosed  the  following  information:  A  possible  four  regiment 
attack  on  LOC  NINH  (XU  7308)  involving  271st,  272d,  and  273d  Regiments 
and  the  101st  N7A  Regiment/325th  Division.  The  reconnaissance  element 
of  271st  Regiment  had  'bean  conducting  reconnaissance  and  a  battle-field 
study  in  the  vicinity  LOC  NINH  since  10  April  1966.  On  the  nights  of 

6  thru '8  May  the  units  were  to  move  to  their  battle  positions  and  attack 
as  follows: - 

(a)  -'101st  Regiment /325th  attack  LOC.  NINH  Special  Forces  Camp; 

(b)  273d  Regiment  is  to  attack  LOC  NINH  Subsector.  Headquarters; 

(c)  272d  Regiment  was  to  set  up  blocking- positions  to  ambush 

friendly  reinforcements;  and  •  5 

(d)  271st- Regiment  was  to  attack  TICH  THIEN  subsector  and  then 
Moist  272d  Regiment  in  ambushing  reinforcements.  Indications  were 
that  the  document  was  not  a  plant  and  was  a  personal  notebook  belonging 
to  a  member  of '271st  Regiment, 

(5)  On  16  May  a  IW  said  the  1 6th  Regiment  was  located  vie  TU  2541. 

A  returnee  earlier  reported  the  infiltration  of  the  16th  Regiment  into 
the  PHUOC  LONG  -  BINH  LONG  Province,  area,  The  l6th  Regiment  i6  also 
known  as  (AKA)  for  the  101st  NVA  Regiment /325th  Division. 

(6)  On  17  May  66  an  ARVN  Mike  Forpp  made  contact  with  an  estimated 
VG  battalion  vie  XU  5804,-  The  2d  Battalion;  9th  Regiment  (ARVN)  was 
dispatched  to  assiet  the  Kike  Force  a n4  it  also  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  VC'  battalion. 
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(?)  On  20  Hay  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  deployed  forcee 
to  LOC  NIMH. 

o.  Significant  Engagement o: 

(1)  On  081430  June  Troop  A,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  moving 
north  on  National  Route  13  When'  an  'air  ’ observer  flying  over  the  convoy 
spotted  VC  along  the  road  vie  XT  7 676;,  Troop  A  engaged  the  VC.  Later 
that  afternoon, the  2/1 8th  Infantry  and  a  5th  Division  ARVN  APC  unit  joined 
In  battle.,,  Ry  1800H.the  VC, .had  fled  southwest.,  .Vp.  losses  were  93  KIA 
(BC)?  250  KIA  (Prob),  1  VCC,  one  57mm  HR,  one  RiJG-^,,30  small  arms,' 78 
grenades,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  individual  equipment.  The  VC 

unit  was  identified  as  272d  Regiment.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
let  .Battalion,' 272d  Regiment  vras  killed  during  the,  battle  and  a  document 
found  on  the,  body, was  a  sketch  of  the,  ambush  plan, ,  .It  showed  the  three 
battalions  o4'  the  .pegimeht  a^ong'  the  west.  eide,: of,  Route  13.  ,  ! 

(2)  tql.j  June, only’  email  groups  ofj'.yc  were  encountered* 

The  2/2d  infantry'  killed  or.e  VC  and  captured  one  rifle  at  101343H  vie 
XT. 7.1 75.,  Documents  on  the  body  indicated  the  VC  was  from  272d  Regiment. 
The  "1 /4th.  CaValty  killed  one  VC  on  1010C0H  vie  ,XT  7941.  Uith  the  prospect 
of  more  significant  engagements  the  1st. Brigade  was  moved  to  MINK  |HANH 
(XT  6488)  and  the  division  CP  deployed,  to  AN  LOC  (XT  7586). 

(3)  At  110735H  the  platoons  of  Company  A,  2/28th  Infantry  made. '.con¬ 

tact  with  a  VC  platoon  vie  XU  708098.  The  VC  fled  north.  Information 
indicated  a  VC  company  vie  XU  710100.  A  and  B  Companies,  2/28th  Infan- . 
try  and  a  CIDG  platoon  maneuvered  against  the  VC.  Company  C,  2/28th!.  i 
Infantry,  with  the  recon  platoon,  located  another  VC  company  vie  X$  . 
722112.  Heavy  fighting  continued  throughout  the  day.  The  VC  were’ in 
trenches  and  bunkere  wil^h  overhead  cover.  Both  VC  positions  were  Over¬ 
run  by  1730H  and  the  VC  fled  through  intense  artillery  firee.  VC  idss.es 
were  98  VC  KIA  (BC),  150  "C  KIA  (Prob),  one  VCC,  one  6Ctmm  Mortar,  one',' 
RPG-2,  one  MG-34  machineguu,  one,  SKS  CHICOM  Carbine,  one  DB-10  Claymore 
mihe,  twenty-seven  6Ccm  Mortar  rqunds,  four  RPG-2  grenades,  12  CHICCM.  ., 
grenadee,  900  rounds  of  SA  ammo, .  medical  eupplies  and  pereonal  equipment.' 
Documents  found !io  the  battle-area  identified  the  70?th  Battalion,.  27i3d„. 
Regiment j  .*..,3  •;  ..A  ’  ... 

(4)  .  At  ;131H0H  June,  a  rallier  surrendered  at  LOC  NINH.  The 

rallies  etated  he  wae  from  the  ?th  , Battalion,.  3d  Regiment,  ■which,  is.  an 
AKA  for  the  707th  Battalion,  273d  Regiment,  engaged  by  .2/28th  infantry 
in  this  area  on  11  Juris. ' '.  !  .7!" ;  ‘  . 

•  <i  . •  f,,'  / 1  ♦  #(,'  . •  •  »•». 

.  -  (5)  On  141600H  the  1./4th  Cavalry,  while , escorting  an  ARVN  convoy 
received  fire  from  both  flanke  vie  XT  794943.  ijh'e  ,'l/4th  pavalry  engaged 
the  VC.  VC  losses  .ware  seven  VC  KIA  (RC),  two  M-1  Carbin'ps,  40  CHICQM. 
hand  grenades,  and  one  ,CBU.,  .  .  . ..l::  .j 

,  ,  (6)  On  1 5^i08H  June'the  ,2/2d,‘Infantry  destroyed  a  larga.  base  camp 
YjLc.,'Xr' ,^§Q551 .  ’  It  con^ned' W  buildings,.  .16  huts/ ..several  mess' 
a '.rifle  rani;**  six 'kitchens  vrith  uhdejjgrovnd  smoke  verts,  a  grenade'  . 
trailing  'course  ./a  bleacher  area  for  /l,00j>qople,  and  two  wells.  Docu¬ 
ments  found  ih  the  camp  had  letter  box  numbers  HT9383A  (4th  Company, 

J108  Battalion/272d  Regiment)  and  HT9271A  ..(2d  Company,  J108  Battalion/ 
272d  Regiment).  This  wae  the  second  Largest.  272d  Regimental  base  camp 
found  in  the  LQNG  NGUYEN  area.  / 

(7)  On  17*41 5H  a  patrol  from  2/28th  Infantry  attacked  a  VC  check 
point  guarded  by  seven  VC  vie  ,XU  73613,5. ,.  VC  losses  were  two  VC  WIA 
(ope  captured),  one  carbine/.  125,  rouble  £4,  on*,  grenade  launcher, 
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.  ;;  '  •'>  >•  ••  • 

.  .v*  .  -Y \  *  •  •  • 


mr -r  -inrarffirtt  .  .jjlji  'r  ‘ 


1 


CONFIDENTIAL 

two  grenades,  and  medical  supplies.  A  nearby  village  was  searched.  One  (? 
VC  was  found  with  an  old  bullet  wound  in  the  thigh  and  a  VC  rallied  in 
the  village.  The  captured  VC  was  a  member  of  a  local  guerrilla  unit. 

He  indicated  he  was  willing  to  point  out  other  VC  in  the  area.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  20  June  the  2/28th  Infantry,  with  the  captured  VC, 
cordoned  and  searched  the  village  vie  XU  742123.  One  VC  committee 
leader  and  one  local  guerrilla  were' captured; 

(8)  On  21  June  the  2/l6th  Infantry  made  a  heliborne  assault  on  a 

VC  supply  base- vie  XT  445540  which  had  been  targeted  during  Operation 
BIRMINGHAM.  This  raid  is  discussed  in  Annex  H.  ■■ 

(9)  On  240950’’.  June  the  l/4th  Cavalry  and  elements  of  the  2/1 8th 
Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  VC  vie  XT  764726.  The  VC  fled. 

The  VC  losses  were  two  VC  KIA  (Prob),  one  CHICOM  carbine,  one  ROG-2, 

254  rounds  SA  ammo,  one  grenade,  one  A/P  mine  and  one  A/T  mine. 

(10)  On  260005H,  a  2/1 8th  Infantry  patrol  engaged  an  estimated  VC 
company  vie  XT  808898.  A  platoon  moved  to  reinforce  the  patrol  and  it 
made  contact  with  a  VC  force  of  unknown  size  approximately  1,000  meters 
west  of  the  patrol.  The  VC  broke  contact  at  approximately  0400H.  VC 
losses  were  five  VC  KIA(BC),  21  VC  K7.A  (Prob),  one  RPG-2,  one  CHICOM 
carbine,  five  CHICOM  grenades,  620  rounds  ammo,  and  numerous  items  of 
personal  equipment.  There  were  four  other  contacts  during  the  day.  At 
1130H  an  armed  CH-47  helicopter  killed  five  VC  (BC)  and  destroyed  one 
.50  cal  MG  vie  XT  421149.  At  1305H  a  C-47  received  ground  fire  vie 

XT  695425.  Airstrikes  were  placed  in  the  area  resulting  in  five  VC  KIA 
(BC)  and  15  VC  KIA  (Prob).  At  1915H  the  2/1 6th  Infantiy  engaged  an 
unknown  number  of  VC  in  the  trees  vie  XT  448540  resulting  in  11  VC  KIA 
(Prob).  At  2000H  an  armed  CH-47  helicopter  killed  two  VC  (BC)-  and 
destroyed  one  sampan  vie  YU  253127. 

(11)  On  300930H  June  the  1/4th  Cavalry  received  AW  and  mortar  fire 
along  Route  13  vie  XU  723030.  They  were  soon  heavily  engaged  as  a  large 
VC  force  attempted  to  split  the  column.  The  2/1 8th  Infantry  was  immed-  ' 
lately  committed  to  the  battle  along  with  an  ARVw  APC  -troop  and  a  company 
of  the  2/9th  ARVN  Battalion.  The  VC  broke  contact  at  I63OH,  the  rapid- 
reaction  by  US  Forces  prevented  the  VC  from  making  a  search  of  the  battle 
area.  VC  losses  were  270  VC  KIA  (BC),  300  VC  KIA  (Prob),  nin'e  VCC,  23 
crew  served  weapons  (including:  .50  cal  MG,  RPG-2,  57mm  RR,  mortar), 

40  small  arms,  1,630  rounds  of  SA  ammo,-  throe  -RPG-2  grenades  and  one 
PRC-10, ,  Interrogation  of  captives  and  translation  -of  documents  showed 
all  three  battalions  of  the  271st  Regiment  participated  in  the  battle. 
Captives  indicated  the  regiment  had  left  its  personal  equipment  (cooking 
utensils,  hammocks,  clothing  etc.)  in  the  regimental  camp’ vie  SROC  CON 
TRANG  (XT  5785).  One  captive  indicated  the  camp  was  a  15  minute  walk 
from  the  SAIGON  River  vie  SROC  CON  TRANG.  The  VC  were  withdrawing  to 
the  west  toward  the  SROC  TRANG  area.  Only  three  to  four  days  rice  was 
carried  with  the  regiment.  The  2d  Battalion,  271st  Regiment  performed 
the  reconnaissance  and  prepared  the  battle  area  for  the  regiment. 

Pursuit  of  the  VC  fleeing  the  battle  accounted  for  another  23  VC  KIA 
(BC),  two  VC  KIA  (Prob),  two  VCC,  and  some  small  arms  captured.  During 
the  battle  on  30  June- vie  XU  723020  the  commander  of  the  3d  Company,  2d 
Battalion,  271st  Regiment  was  killed  and  his  notebook  recovered.  It 
indicated  he  was  given  an  order  on  28  June  to  gather  rice  for  three 
days  and  prepare  for  battle  on  30  June.  .  His  mission  was  stopping  a 
cenvoy  and  destroying  six  to  ten  tanks.  His  company  occupied  a  250  to 
300  meter  front  along  the  route, 

(12)  On  1  July,  three  VC  were  killed  (BC)  and  three  VC  captured 
west  of  the  battle  area  as  US  Forces  attempted  to  regain  contact  with 
the  fleeing  VC, 
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(13)  On  020550H  July,  2/1 8th  Infantry  began  receiving  At'  and  mortar 
fires  vie  XU  607018.  By  0605H  the  unit  was  heavily  engaged.  The  1/28th 
Infantry  was  moved  to  reinforce  the  2/l8th  Infantry  in  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  flank  the  VC.  Contact  was  broken  at  0910H.  VC  losses  were 
46  VC  KIA  (BC),  150  VO  KIA  (Prob),  one  .50  cal  MG,  one  LMG,  one  RPG-2, 
one  60mm  mortar,  three  small  arms,  and  600  rounds  SA  ammo.  The  VC  unit 
encountered  was  711  Battalion,  273d  Regiment.  Police  of  the  battle  area 
on  3  July  resulted  in  ten  VC  KIA  (BC )  and  two  VC  KIA  (Prob). 

(14)  At  091 11  OH  July  the  1/4th  Cavalry  (-)  and  B  l/2d  Infantry  were 
moving  in  convoy  vie  XT  7075  when  they  were  heavily  engaged  by  a  large 
VC : force.  The  2?2d  Regiment  was  believed  to  be  in  the  area  and  the  con¬ 
voy  had  .been  "advertised"  in  advance  in  an  attempt  to  draw  the  regiment 
out  of  Zone  C.  Artillery  and  infantry  units  were  prepositioned  prior 
to  the  convoy' moving..  TAC.  air  was  standing  by.  .  By  .1.J15H  the  convoy  was 
heavily  engaged.  The  combined  effect  of  the  .50  cal  and  90mm  fire  from 
the  tanks  and  ABCs,  the  concentrated  artillery  fire,  and  the  pounding 
from  TAC  air  rapidly  -overwhelmed  the  Regiment,  ....By  1330H  the  regiment 
broke  and  ran  in.  disorganized  :retreg;t>  rj3y  hRi?  infantry  units  had 

been  airlifted  behind  the  regiment  and,  began  engaging  retreating  elements. 
Air  .and  artillery,  continued  to  .pound  withdrawal! .-rout e s ^  ,  fhe  following 
day,  separated  elements  of  the  regiment  continued  to  be  engaged  by  the 
infantry  .battalions .  By.  dusk  on  J:0  July  all  elements  of  272d  Regiment 
had  .cleared  the  battle  area..  The, regiment  suffered  severe  losses  during 
the  engagement  and  was  probably  reduced  to  less"  than  5056  strength.  VC 
losses  were  239  KIA  (BC),  304.  KIA  (Pr.qb),  eight  VCC,  13  crew  served 
weapons  and  41  small  arms,  c 

(a)  On  11  June  the  1st  Battalion  (707)  273d  Regiment  was  engaged 
west  of  LOC  NIMH  by  the  l/28th  Infantry.  .On  2  July  the  3d  Battalion  (711) 
273d  Regiment  was  engaged  west  of  LOC  Nllffl  by  the  2/l8th  Infantry. 


(b)  On  8  June  Troop  A,  1/4th  Cavalry  engaged  the  272d  Regiment 
south  of  AN  LOC,  B  and  C  Troops,  1/4th  Cavalry  engaged  271st  Regiment 
on  30  June  north  of  AN  LOC,  and  1 /4th  Cavalry  (-)  and  Company  B,  1/2d  • 

Infantry  engaged  272d  Regiment  on  ;9  July  south  of  AN  LOC. 

wl 

d.  Analysie  and  Evaluation:  r '  . 

(1)  Long  range;  reconnaissance  patrols  were  util£fc9<jti'd^i^'’thi> 

■  operation  ,  (see  Annex  I) .  M.ii..",a  V:  < «  •••,' 

(2)  Prior  to  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/lII  the  VC  had , the. . capability  of 
attacking  in  BINH  'LONG' Province  with  three  VC  rfgimentb.  and.  three  NVA 

■  regiments,  totaling  approximately  1 0,350  .meq,,.,. it.  app^afed  bbat.  LOC  NINK 
would- be  the  target.  Contacts  with  group?  pf  local  gUerrillae  and  mortar 

■■attacks  on  friendly;  forces  were  the,  si^f4.cantA.enerfyractivities  in  the 
.province  between  20  May  and  8;  June  >,1966:  wb'en  the"  27£d Regiment  wae. 
engaged  by  ■element?  of  the;3d  Brigade,, .1  st , Infantry, Division. 

(3)  H-'  Inierogation  Findings:.  ,  . 


(a)  On  29  May,  a  NVN  soldier,  VI  VAN  7J,  rallied  in  PROUC  XONji' 
Province.  He  stated  he  was  from  the  25QA  NVA  Regiment.  The  ,250th  . NVA 
Regiment  was  reported  to  have  ten  infiltration  groups  when  it  infiltrated 
into  SVN,  VC  regiments  are  normally  .composed  of.  four  groups.  Indica¬ 
tions  are  that  a  considerable  number  of  NVA  soldiers  became  ill  during 
infiltration.  Some  of  the  extra  personnel. were. probably  meant  to  replace 
those  lost  during  infiltration, ■ however ^  pome  of,  these  went,  to  the  9th 
Division  as  replacements  for  the  271  sb,  272d,  and  ,273d  Regiments. 
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(b)  Four  NVN  soldiers  were  captured  during  the  battle  of  30  June. 

One  died  prior  to  interrogation.  Of  the  other  three,  two  were  squad 
leaders  and  one  was  a  platoon  leader.  One  TO!  captive  stated  he  was 
from  the  602  Group  with  an  alias  of  BAC  SON.  BAC  SON  is  an  AKA  for  the 
250th  NVA  Regiment  recently  infiltrated  into  III  CTZ.  One  NVA  captive 
stated  he  was  one  of  a  group  of  45  who  were  sent  to  the  2d  Battalion, 

271st  Regiment.  Another  captive  from  the  1st  Battalion,  271st  Regiment 
reported  his  battalion  commander  was  killed  in  the  battle.  An  AN/PRC-10 
radio  was  captured  during  the  battle.  »  It  was  probably  used  by  a  batta¬ 
lion  sized  unit.  It  appeared  to  be  hit  by  a  CBU,  and  had  been  the  radio 
of  the  1st  Battalion,  217th  Regiment,  Two  captives  stated  the  Headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  9th  VC  Division  was  near  the  SUOI  BO  stream.  The  location 
of  the  SUOI  BO  is  unknown,  but  may  be  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  5877-  Group 
4  of  the  4th  Regiment  ar.i  Group  329  were  also  mentioned  by  the  captives. 

(4)  From  the  period  9  June  thru  10  July  1966,  the  1st  and  3d 
Brigades,  1st  Infantry  Division  had  engaged  and  decisively  defeated  all 
major  elements  cf  the  9th  VC  Division.  By  15  July  it  was  apparent  that 
the  9th  VC  Division  had  abandoned  its  offensive,  in  BINH  LOtiG  Province, 
having  sustained  heavy  losses  in  all  battles.  Contacts  had  diminished 
and  friendly  units  began  preparing  for  movement  to  new  areas. 

(5)  Based  on  VC  personnel  losses  the  following  is  an  estimate  of 
the  effectiveness  of  the  9th  Division.  This  estimate  is  based  on  the 
assumption  that  fairly  well  trained  troops  are  available  in  Zone  C. 
Casualty  figures  indicate  the  probability  that  all  battalions  of  273d 
Regiment  were  reduced  to  50/  maximum  effectiveness.  The  2d  Battalion, 

273d  Regiment  has  had  sufficient  time  to  become  combat  effective  now. 

The  1st  Battalion  probably  became  combat  effective  by  15  July.  The 
3d  Battalion  probably  became  combat  effective  in  early  August.  The 
272d  Regiment  was  probably  reduced  below  80/  effectiveness  on  8  June, 
and  below  50/  effectiveness  on  9  July,  No  practical  analysis  can  be 
made  of  its  individual  battalions.  It  was  probably  90/  effective  in 
late  August  or  early  September.  The  271st  Regiment  was  probably  reduced 
to  less  than  50/  effectiveness  on  30  June.  The  2d  and  3d  Battalions 
appeared  to  have  taken  the  majority  of  the  casualties  losing  many  of 
their  leaders.  The  2d  Battalion  may  have  suffered  as  high  as  75/ 
casualties.  Even  assuming  personnel  will  be  redistributed  throughout 
the  regiment,  it  probably  did  not  achieve  combat  effectiveness  before 
mid  August. 

(6)  Any  battalion  of  a  regiment  or  .any  regiment  of 'a  division  can 
assume  a  combat  ready  posture  in  a  relatively  short  time  at  the  expense  ' 
of  other  units  in  the  regiment  or  division,  if  the  VC  choose  to  do  so. 

Any  .action  of  this  nature  would  probably  be  an  attempt  to  deceive  friendly 
forces  into  assuming  the  whole  .regiment  ox  division  has  recovered. 

(7)  Weapons  lost  during  the,  encounters  were  significant  but  will 
probably  not  have  any  long  range  effect  on  the  units  effectiveness. 

(8)  VC  constructed  trench  works,  with  overhead  cov.er,  consisting 
of  logs  and  earth,  have  been  built  intp  existing  plantation  drainage 
ditches.  Small  shelters  have  bq’eh ,dug  into  the  sides.  These  fortifica¬ 
tions  provide  good  cover.  They .are, ^probably  constructed  and  utilized 

by  local  forces, 

(9)  On  17  June  vicinity  XU  746135  a  small  .quantity  of  medical 
supplies  were  .captured.  These  supplies,  from  Lisbon,  Athens,  Paris, 
Saigon,  Hue,  and  New  York,  indicate  VC  still  have  supply  sources  out¬ 
side  of  the  country  or  that  previous  reserves  have  not  yet  been  exhausted. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

'.r,:  * 


w 


v  CONFIDENTIAL 

(10)  A  rallier  surrendered  at  LOG  NINH  on  041125H  June.  He  was 
interrogated  and  evacuated  to  the  Military  Interrogation  Center  in 
Saigon.  He  claimed  to  be  a  member  of  a  company  of  Cambodian  bandits 
worVdng  with  the  VC.  It  ie  possible  that  there  are  Cambodians  working 
with  the  VC  particularly  in  transporting  supplies  and  in  the  local  defense 
of  bases  near  the  border. 

(11)  Activities  Subsequent  to  15  July: 

•  (a)  Reports  from  an  air  observer  and  a  FAC  reinforced  earlier 
findings  from  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  that  the  road  from  KATUK  (XT  3390) 
to  SROC  CON  TRANG  (XT  5784)  is. a  VC  supply  route  through  .War  Zone  C. 

The  eastern  limit  of  the  route  was  "seeded"  with  CBU.  The  VC  village 
of  SROC  CON  TRANG,  which  was  active  during  Operation  BIRMINGHAM,  was 
destroyed  by  air  strikes.  The.  road  is  not  used  between  XT  5784  and  the 
SAIGON  River.  The  discovery  of  a  bridge  across  the  river .vicinity  XT 
6085  indicated  a  jungle  road  exists  frcm  SROC  CON  TRANG  t.o  the  bridge. 

(b)  In  BINH  LONG  Province  there  are  two  VC  main  crossing  points 
along  Route  13.  One  in  vicinity  XT  7673  and  the  other  vicinity  XT  7299. 
The  roads  are  consistently  blocked  and  small  arms  fire  is  .usually', 
received  when  travelling  through  the  area, 

(c)  Reporte  from  agents  had  indicated  the  CUU  LONG  QUANG  VC 
Regiment  wae  in  the  LONG  NGUYEN  area.  The  translation  of  a  captured  VC 
document  concerned,  "Instructions  Relative  to  the  Active  Opposition 
Against  the  Enemies'  -CHIEU  HOI  Policy,"  dated  7  February  1966,  and  was 
issued  by.  CUU  LONG,  Current  Affairs.  Current.  Affairs  Committees,  are 
political  in  nature  and  are  found  to  some  extent  at  each  echelon  from 
village  to  COSVN.  Although  the  CUU  LONG  QUANG  was  referred  to  as  a 
regiment,  it  is  probable  that  it  is  in  fact  a  political  headquarters', 
of  province  or  region  level. 

(d)  Sources,  including  Imagery  Interpretation,  Red,  Hate,  SLAB, 
agents. and  captives  indicated  a  VC  force  located  between  SROC  CON. TRANG 
(YT  5785)  and  the  Cambodian  Border.  The  build-up  appeared.to.be  exten¬ 
sive,  however,  its  exact  nature  could  not  be  determined.,  Its  proximity 
to  the  Cambodian  Border  and  the  lack  cf  landing  zones  in' .-the  area  made  . 

;it  unprofitable  to  attack  the  target  area  with  ground-  forces, .  ad  the  VC 
would  have  ample  time  to  move  across  the  border.  .  The,  target,,  was  attacked 
by  air.  No  BOA  wae  possible  due  to  the  dense,  jungle,  canopy. . 

;■  e.  CA/PSYOP:  ;  "-‘T  " 

•  •  .  •„  ..  f.- 

(1.)  Psychological  Operations.'  In  support  of  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
the  division  dropped  46  million  leaflets  and  played  over  190  hours  of 
loudspeaker  appeals  during  the  periods  June  through  3  September.  Two 
brpad  thematic  approaches  were  utilized:  the  first  approach.  Combining 
Power,  Chieu  Hoi  and  Safe  Conduct,  themes,  was  directed  at  hard-core  VC 
imits  in  the  area;  the  second,  explaining  GVN  goals  and  achievements,  and 
utilizing  primarily  JUSPAO  material,  was  aimed  at  the  civilian  population. 
In  addition  to  the  JUSPAO  material,  .output  directed  at  the  civilian  .tar¬ 
get  audience  included  the  division's  request  for  intelligence,  exploita¬ 
tion  of  hi!) CAP,  and  publication  of  curfew  regulations.  .  , ..*  * 

;  •  •  VMle  the  majority  of  the  leaflet  material  utilized  by  the  division 
came  from  stock  supplies  of  JUSPAO  and  the  246th  PsyOps  Co,  sores  ■ 
:2,875,000  leaflets  were  prepared  for  Operation  EL  PA3C  on  the  elision's 
printing  prese.  These  leaflets  were  developed  to  respond  to  tactical, 
requirements,  and  they  were  ’delivered  on  target  within  12  to  24  hours 
after  the  requirement  was  known.  Such  special  purpose  leaflets  were 
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designed,  produced,  and  delivered  to  exploit  the  victories  of  30  June 
and  9  July,'  to  exploit  a  threatened  strike  try  the  workers  of  the  XA  CAT 
Rubber  Plantation  by  blaming  it  on  the  VC,  and  to  exploit  the  emergency 
airlift  of  rice  to  the  province  on  25  -  26  July. 

Loudspeaker  appeals  included  both. prerecorded  JUSPAO  and  246th  Psy0p3 
Co  tapes,  and  texts  prepared  in  the  field  for  special  situations.  For 
example,  special  tapes  with  surrender  instructions  and  Chieu  Hoi  appeals 
were  developed  and  playpd  within  hours  after  initial  contact  during  the 
engagements  of  30  June  and  9  July. 

To  exploit  fully  information' obtained  from  a  NVA  prisoner  captured 
during  the  battle  of  30  June,  a  special  project  team  from  JUSPAO  wad' 
requested.  This  team  conducted  extensive  interviews  with  the  prisoner. 

The  material  acquired  will  be  used  to  prepare  future  output.  The  team 
also'  surveyed  civic  action  projects  in  the  area.  They  took  movies  and  - 
recorded  tapes  for  use  in  JUSPAO  programs.  , 

Despite  the  magnitude  of  the  PsyOps  program  directed  at  VC  units, 
immediate  results  were  disappointing.  Only  two  raliiers  returned  during 
the  period,  and  they  were  low  level'  members  of  local  guerriU.a  units. 
While-  the  portion  of  the  psychological  operations  program  directed  against 
the  Viet  Cong  units  was  not  apparently  productive  in  tangible  results,  . 
i.e.,  Chieu  Hoi  raliiers,  it  was  the  first  time  the  VC  units  operating 
in  BXNH  LONG  had  been  subjected  to  such  a  massive  propaganda  effort. ' 
Realizing  that  psychological ‘warfare  is  a  long  ter*  operation,  less 
than  dramatic  results  are  to  be  expected  from  these  initial  efforts. 

The  quantity  of  PsyOps  material  disseminUtfed  during  ''the'  period  was 
accomplished  utilizing  largely  organic  aircraft  of  the  division.  Many 
missions  were  accomplished  by  utilizing  G-3  and  laison  aircraft  during 
periods  when  the  aircraft  would  otherwise  be  idle,  though  required  to  be 
on-call.  This  was  accomplished  through  coordination  .with- AACC  on  the 
basis  that  ,a  PsyOps  mission  would  be  star  ling,  ty  ready  for 'flight  ary  ■ 
time  during  the  . day  an  aircraft  became  available.  As  many  as  three  and 
four  missions  a  day  were  accomplished  utilizing  this  technique,-  without 
interfering  with  aircraft  committed  to  other  tactical  support.  While 
the  accomplishment  of  an  effective  PsyOps  program  requires  preAscheduled 
aircraft  missions,  such,  work  can  be  done  utilizing  standby  craft  oh  an 
as-available  basis. 

(2)  Civic  Action.  Civic  action  programs  conducted  by  the  division 
during  Operation  EL  PASO  were  characterized  by  close  coordination  between 


During  the  period,'  tH6 '  division  support ^d  the  Special  Forced  B  Team 
and  the  Air  Forces*  M1LPHAP  (MilitAry  Province  Hospital  Assistance- 
Program)  Team  ISDCAP  ’  pro gram -by  ' providing  -  additional  supplies.  A  joint 
program  was  started  between  the  MIL? HAP  team  and  the  l/4th  Cav  for  EDCAP 
patrols.  Medical  personnel  oAme  frbra  the  MILPHAP  team  and  the  cavalry 
provided  'security  to  dscort  the  -MEDCAF  team  into  remote  areas -of  ■  the 
province.  .  •  •  • 

In  conjunction  with  the  5th  Division  (ARVN),  and  with  the  assistance 
of  USAID,  various  projects  Were  accomplished  in  AN  LOC.,  The  dispensary 
in  the  hamlet  of  DUC  VINH  HAL  was  repaired/ repainted,  and  -running  Water 
installed.  A  foundation 'was  prepared  fer'  an  addition  to  the.'BlNH- LONG 
hospital  in  HON  QUAN.  ■  In  conjunction  with  the  Catholic  priest  in  QUAN 
LOI,  English  classes -were  started  at  the' Catholic  school. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


■ !  Ti  yr 


j 


CONFiDEUT'AL 

One  program  which  was  extremely  well  received  was  a  series  of  1st 
Infantry  Division  Band  concerts.  During  the  period  the  band  played  at  a 
dedication  ceremony  for  a  new  school  in  LOC  NINH,  participated  in  a  5th 
Division  (AliVN)  Awards  ceremony  in  HON  QUAN,  and  played  concerts  twice 
at  LOC  NINH,  three  times  at  HON  QUAN,  and  once  at  KINH  THANH.  One  con¬ 
cert  at  LOC  NINH  was  preceded  by  a  parade  through  the  village.  Of  the 
three  concerts  in  HON  QUAN,  two  were  at  the  market  square,  one  was  at 
the  BINH  LONG  Province  Hospital. 


During  the  period,  the  division  paid. 56,550  $VN  in  solatium  payments 
to  victims  and  families  who  were  killed  or  injured  as  a  result  of  1st. 
Infantry  Division  operations.  Four  civilians  were  killed  and  eleven 
wounded  as  a  result  of  mortar  and  artillery  fire,  anci  three  civilians 
were  killed  and  four  wounded  in  an  air  strike  erroneously  called  on  a 
civilian  truck.  The  solatium  payments  and  condolence  visits  made  as  a 
result  of  these  incidents  were  coordinated  through  the  Sector  S-5  Advisor, 
and  the  District  Chief  of  the  districts  involved. 


(3)  Province  Support  Coordination  Center.  From  8  June  through  20 
August,  the  G-5  maintained  a  Province  Support  Coordination  Center  in 
the  USAID  Headquarters  in  AN  LOC.-  This  office,  located  in  the  immediate, 
vicinity  of  all  the  major  US  and  GVN  agencies  in  the  province,  was  the 
focal  point  for  all  psychological  operations,  and  civic  action  conducted 
within  BINH  LONG  Prokrtce  during  the  operation.  In  the  area  of  pgycholog- 
icaloperations,  media  development  and  targeting  were  coordinated  with 
the  Province  Chief,  the  Sector  Psy  War  Advisor,  the  CHIEU  HOI  Chief,  and 
VIS.  Having  these  agencies  immediately  accessable  to  the  G-5  greatly 
facilitated  this  coordination,  and  helped  ensure  thematic  continuity. 

In  the  area  of  civic  action,  coordination  was  accomplished  with  the 
Province  Public  Works  Office,  the  Public  Health  Office,  USAID,  and  the 
Sector  Advisory  Detachment.  As  a  result  of  these  efforts,  the  programs 
developed  were  joint  US/GVN  projects  and  followed  established  priorities 
for  civic  action  within  the  province.  In  addition,  the  Province  Support 
Coordination  Center  assisted  in  controlling  prices  and  wage  levels,  in 
establishing  joint  US/GVN  police  check. points,  and  in  negotiations  with 
the  French  plantation  managers.  The  technimie  of  physically  locating  a 
full  time  liaison  officer,  or  staff  depending  on  requirements,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  of  province  headouarters  proved  its  yorth  in  BIfJH  LONG 
Province. 

5.  "  MISSION:  In  close  coordination  with  III  ARVN  Corps  units,  secure 
and  defend  initial  installations  in  BINH  LONG  and  PHUOC.LONG  Provinces 
and  conduct  operations  to  locate  and  destroy  four  enemy  regiments  within 
the  area.  . 


6.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION ;  The  general  concept  of  operation  was  initially 
to  deploy  forces  to  strengthen,  the  defenses  of  the  IOC  NINHiarea,  As 
the  estimate  of  enemy  strength  increased,  additional  addron  forces  were 
deployed  to  further  strengthen  the  defenses  of  LOC  NINH  and  expanded  to 
provide  security  for  AN  LOC  -  QUAN  LOI  and  KINH  THANH.  Battalions  were 
to  operate  in  respective  areae  Of  operation  around  defended  areas  and 
maintain  open  lines  of  communication  between  the  areas.  Once  the  base 
areas  were  adequately  etrengthened,  brigades  would  conduct  search  and 
■destroy  operations  within  the  AO's  to  find  and  destroy  the  three  VC  and 
one  NVA.  regiment e  and  their  bases.  Planning  called  for  flexibility  in 
execution;  ■■  Areas  of  operation  would  be  -adjusted,  taking  advantage  of 
current  intelligence. 
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7.  EXECUTION i 

2  Juno  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

3d  Bde  TAC  CP  (AN  LOC) 

2/28th  Inf  (LOC  NINH) 

2/33d  Arty  (-)  (LOC  NINH) 

D/1 /4th  Cav  (LOC  NINH) 

3d  Brigade  initiated  Operation.  EL<  PASO  II  at  1430H  moving  a  tactical 
CP  from  LAI  KHE  to  HON  QUAN.  2/28th  Inf  and  2/33d  Arty  (-)  moved  by 
C-130  to  the  LOC  NINH  airfield.  Troop  D,  l/4th  Cav  was  attached  to  the 
3d  Bde  and  moved  it-om  PHU  LOI  to  LOC  NINH. 

3  June  -  3d  Brigade  forces  improved  defensive  positions  with  2/28th 
Inf  conducting  compare'  size  patrols  in.  .the  LOC  NINH  area;  Co  A  vie  XU 
7207,  Co  B  XU  7508,  Co  C  XU  7210.-  There  was  no  enemy  contact,. 

Troop  D,  l/4th  Cav  conducted  visual  reconnaissance  around  the  LOC 
NINH  area:  and  introduced  two, LRRP  teams,  into  an  area  SV:  of  LOC  NINH 
along  the  Canibodian  Border. 

4  June.-  VC  sightings  and  contacts  increased , as  3d  Brigade,  forces 
Continued  patrolling  and  surveillance  operations.]'  2/28th- Inf,  patrolled 
pround  the  LOG  NINH  area  and  improved  defensive  positions, 

The  LRRP  teams  (1  and  4)  of  Troop  D,  1/4th  Cav  continued  to  operate 
along  the  Cambodian  Border.  Team  1  observed  34  VC  individually  armed 
with  various  SA  and  carrying  one  81mm  mortar  vie  XT  5.92939,  moving  south¬ 
west.  Team  4  was  extracted  at  1715H  after  receiving  SA  fire  from  4-5 

vc.  - 

The  LOC  NINH  airfield  and  a  CIDG  camp  to  the  south  began  receiving 
mortar  fire  at;  2220H  from  the. south  and  southeast.  Simultaneously  a 
platoon. size  attack  was  launched  on  the. National  Police  station  in. LOC 
NINH.  .  Artillery  and  mortar  returned  fire  and  air  strikes  were  called 
in,  on  the  VC  positions.  .  The- VC  attack  on  th,e>  police  station  was, repulsed 
by  National  Police  and  CIDG  forces  and  the  incoming  mortar  fire  ceased 
at  230QH.  Casualties- to  personnel  ..were' light  .  Troop  D,  .1 /4th  Cav  . 
sustained  heavy  damage  to  thr.ee-, OH-1 3  and  four  HU-1B  aircraft.  . 

The  3d  Bde  CP  remained  at  HON  QUAN  and  war  secured  by  ARVN  and  CIDG 
forces.  .....  ...  il.;, -Vr 

-  .-5  June  -  Operation  EL. PASO  IX  continued  with  2/2Sth  Inf  searching 
areas  . where  known  or  suspected  mortar., positions  were  used  during  the 
previous  nights  attack.  Patrols  discovered  a  yell  dug-in  position  vie 
XU  725087  with  15  -  81mm  mortar,  rounds  still  in  cannisters. 

Troop  D,  1/4th  Cav  LRRP  Team  4  exchanged  fire  with  six  VC  on  extrac¬ 
tion  from  an  LZ  vie  XT  6092.  .  Two  VC  were  killed  (BC). 

6  June  -  Changes  in  Task. Organization  . 

'■  ■■  (  ■  1/1 6th  Inf  OPCQN  3d.  Bde  (LOC  NINH)  . 

C/2/1 3th  Arty  .Atch  2/33d  Arty  (-)  (LOC  NINH) 

The  3d  Bde.  CP  moved  frop, HON  QUAN  to  LOC  NINH  airfield.  l/l6th  Inf 
joined  Operation  EL  PASO  II  moving,,  from  LAI  KHE  to  an  LZ  southeast  of 
LOC  NINH  (XT  7603)  where  they  established  a.peripeter  for  Battery  C, 

2/l 3th  Arty  which  moved  by.CH-47  from  PHU  LOI.  ..Battery  C,  2/l3th  was 
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plaoed  under  OPCON  3d  Bde.  2/28th  Inf  patrolled  the  LOC  NINH  area  in 
conjunction  with  ARVN  and  CIDG  forces  with  negative  contact.  The  bat¬ 
talion  continued  improvement  of  defensive  positions  around  the  airfield. 

Troop  D,  l/lth  Cav  conducted  inspection  and  maintenance  of  all  air¬ 
craft, 

7  June  -  Operation  EL  PASO  II  continued  vdth  negative  contact. 
l/l6th  Inf  and  2/28th  Inf  conducted  platoon  and  company  size  partols 
around  LOC  NINH.  Troop  D,  1 /4th  Cav  continued  aerial  surveillance  of 
the  LOC  NINH  area  and  repairs  to  damaged  aircraft! 

8  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

2/2d  Inf  OPCON  3d  Bde  (iffilH  THANH) 

2/1 8th  Inf  OPCON  3d  Bde  (AN  LOC) 

A/1 /4th  Cav  Atch  3d  Bde  (AN  LOC) 

The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  to  reinforce  Operation  EL  PASO  II 
and  the  3d  Bde  Task  Force.  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was  lifted  from 
BIEN  HOA  to  HON  QUAN.  Battery  C,  1/?th  Arty  moved  by  C-123  aircraft  to 
vie  HON  QUAN  airfield  (XT  7689),  Troop  A,  1/4th  Cav  moved  from  LAI  KHE 
to  HON  QUAN  along  National  Route  13.  The  troop  engaged  two  battalions 
of  the  272d'VC  Main  Force  Regiment  in  major  contact  at  1400H  vie  AP  TAU  0 
(XT  766750).  ARVN  artillery  fires  from  CHON  THAN  and  HON  QUAN  and  a 
total  of  43  Air  Force  sorties  supported  the  cavalry  troop.  2/1 8th  Inf 
conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  an  LZ  vie  XT  767750  at  1700H  to 
block  VC  escape  routes  to  the  east.  Contact  lasted  until  1930  when  the 
VC  broke  and  fled  to  the  northwest.  Troop  A  and  the  2/1 8th  Inf  remained 
over  night  in  the  battle  area, 

2/28th  Inf  patrolled,  in  the.  LOC  NINH  AO  and  killed  one  VC  (BC)  when 
■they  engaged  a  force  of  approximately  20  VC  at  1Q45H  vie  XU  713097. 

1/1 6th  Inf  moved  two  companies  to  secure  Battery  C,  1/7th  Arty  at  HON 
•  QUAN.  Company  C  patrolled  southeast  of  LOC  NINH  and  back  with  negative 
‘  contact,  2/2d  Inf  moved  from  LAI  KHE  to  MINH  THANH  (XT  675735)  by  CV?2 
;  closing  at  1 945H.  .  ( 

9  June  -  Changes  in  Ta.sk  Organization 

‘  ■  -  '.  . ,1st  Inf  Div  TAG  CP  (AN  LOC) 

1st  Bde  TAC  CP  (MINH  THANH)  '  * 

■>;  '  .  2/2d  Inf  (MINH. THANH)  Atch  1515H 

2/1 6th  Inf  (MINH  THANH)  Atch  1515H 
,  2/1 3th.  Arty,  (7)  (DS) 

C/2/33d  Arty  OPCON  2/1 3th  Arty,  (-)  ' 

3d  Sde  TAC  CP  (LOC' NINH)  .  , 

C/1 /7th  Arty  (DS)  OPCON  2/33d  Arty  (-) 

MG  Filliam  DePuy,  1st  3|nf  Diy.'CG  assumed  control  of  Operation- EL  PASO 
II  with  forward  CP  and  Div  Arty  Hq  located  vie' HON  QUAN  airstrip,  • " 

1st  Brigade  commenced  participation'  in  Operation  EL  PASO  II  moving 
a  TAC  CP  to  MINH  THANH  (XT  6467)  at  1215H.  2/2d  Inf  and  2/1 6th  Inf  wer® 
attached  to  1st  Bde  with  Battery  C,  2/33d  Arty  at  MINH  THANH  and  2/l3th 
Arty  (-)  in  direct  support 'at  CHON  THANH  (XT  7661 ).  2/2d  Inf  conducted 
extensive,  patrols  in  AO  BLACK  and  remained  overnight  vie  XT  675745 • 

2/1 6th  Inf  moved  by  C-130  from  BIEN  HOA  and  BEAR  CAT  and  provided  security 
;  for  the  1st  Bde  forward  CP,  .  '• 
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■  '  3d- Brigade  continued  patrol  operation?  in  the.  LOC  NINH  -  KOII  QUAN 
areas.  Comuinies  A.andB,  l/l6th  Inf  returned  from  airfield'  security 
at  HON  QUAN  to  the  battalion  perimeter  southeast  of  LOC  NINH.'  Company  C 
improved  defensive  positions.  2/2Rth  Inf  patrols  around  LOC  NINH  made 
no  contact  with  the  enemy.  At  1925H  the  battalion  received 'three  mortair 
rounds  at 'the  south  end  of  the  airstrip  which' caused  negative  casualties. 
At  the  eame  time  Battery  C,  2/l3th  Arty  fired  in  support  of  a  CIDG  pat¬ 
rol  in  contact  with  an  estimated  200  VC  vie  !XU  723079.  2/1 8th  Inf  and 
Troop  A,  l/hth  Cav  conducted  a  police  of  the  .previous  day's  battlefield. 
Results  of  the  battle- are  93  VC  KIA  (BC),  250'VC  KIA  (Prob),  two  57mm  RR 
and  30  SA  captured.  Troop ‘A  sustained  13  KHA  and  30  IRA  with  one  APC 
destroyed  and  one  tank  and  one  APC  damaged.  Both  elements  returned  to 
HON  QUAN  where  they  provided  security  for  division  CP  and  Battery  C, 
l/?th  Arty.  i:  .  . 

!  w  i  ' ' 

10  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

1st  Brigade  ... 

:•!■•»  D/8/6th  Arty  (OS)  (CHON  THANH)  .  ...... 

"  .  ■ .  .  •  rr.  at-.' 

Operation  EL  PASO'  continued  iyith  1st  Brigade  conducting . extensive 

patrols  in  AO's  BLACK  and  BLUE.  During  their  sweep  of,' AO  BLACK,  2/2d 
Inf  .observed  50  VC  vis  XT  673740,  Artillery  fire  was  placed  onf  the  ...  . 
target  and.  a  subsequent  search  of  the  area  revealed  blood  trades. 

Company  C,  2/2d  Inf  killed  one_  VC  (BC)  and  captured  one  SA  in  a  brief 
fire  fight  with  three  VC.  The  battalion  moved  to  an  .overnight,  location  , 
vie  XT  695755*  The  2/1 6th  Inf  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations 
in  AO  BLUE  with  companies  B  and  C ,  while  Company. A  acted  as'tho  brigade 
rapid  reaction  force  (RRF),  At  1527H,  Company  A  was  lifted  into  vie. 

XT -589675  to'  engage  a  reported  20  vC(  Negative ’  .contact  was  established 
and  the  company  remained  overnight  vie  XT  6067  &fi d  XT  6066.  .The  3d, 
Brigade  continued  patrols  and  improvement  of  .defensive  positions  in  the 
HON  QUAN  -  LOC  NINH  areas.  l/1 6th 'Inf  conducted. company  and  platoon 
size  patrols  east  of  Route  13.  ^2/1 8th  Inf  (-)  c^nj.inited't.o^  reinforce 
the  security  of  the  HON  QUAN  area,  with  Troop  A,  .i/Af  h'  Cav.'.'  Cjimpany  .C, 
2/1 8th  Inf  conducted  a  search  and  destroy  patrol  to  the  hqrthwest  and 
returned  with  negative  contact.  2/28th  Inf  moved  Companies'  A  and  B  to 
patrol  bases  vie  XU  800090  and  XU  766082.  Both  companies  conducted 
patrols  in  area  and  returned  to  LOC  NINH  with  negative  contact.  Company 
C  conducted  a  combat  assault  into' an  LZ  vie  XU  ,715181  then  moved  and 
searched  the  village  vie  XU '71 2175  with  negative  results.  The  company 
returned  to  the  same  LZ  and  was  extracted. 

11  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

3d  Brigade  .  '  '  :  ,  '  .  • 

'  0/2/1 6th. Inf  GPCON ■  1S30H:!  •'  '  J 

'Divieion  Troops  :  : 

D/1  /4th  Cav 


// 


Seven  company  size  operations  were  conducted  with  one ' major  contact. 
Company  A,  2/28th  Inf  with  one  CIDG  platoon  attached,  engaged  the  707th 
Battalion,  273d  VC  Main  Force  Regimerit  vie  XU  7 1 0 f 01)  ^at  1010H  (Annex  Bj),. 

A  CIDG  company  patrolling  to  the  southwest  of  Company  A  established  a 
blocking  position  vie  XU  700090,1 '  Compary  C  arrived  in  the  contact  area 
at  1130H  and  moved  to  intercept  and  attack  VC  forces  occupying  Hill  177 
(XU  722112),  Company  C  with  the  recon  platoon  enveloped  Hill  177  and 
after  artillery  and  air  preparations  forced  the  fleeing  VC  into  artillery 
fires  to  the  northwest.  At  1445  the  battalion  commander  committed 
Company  B  to  assist  Company  A  in  their  contact  after  artillery  volieya 
and  air  strikes.  Company  B  assaulted  and  overran  the  VC  positions  on 
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Hill  1 50.  The  retreating  VC  moved  south  into  the  CIDG  blocking  position 
where  they  were  engaged  with  heavy  fire.  All  contact  ceased  by  1730H 
with  the  enemy  sustaining  98  KIA  (BC),  150  KIA  (Prob)  and  one  VCC.  One 
60mm  mortar,  one  liR,  and  one  MG  were  among  the  weapons  captured.  2/28th 
Inf  sustained  33  KHA  and  33  WHA.  Following  reorganization,  medevac  and 
resupply,  the  battalion  returned  to  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip  closing  at  2200H. 
1/1 6th  Inf  conducted  compary  sizs  patrols  with  Company  B  on  search  and 
destroy  operations  south  to  vie  XU  8004,  then  west  and  back  to  the  bat¬ 
talion  perimeter.  Company  C  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  landing  in 
the  vie  XU  8407.  The  company  moved  to  an  objective  vie  XU  829068  and 
conducted  search  and  destroy  operations.  The  company  was  extracted  at 
14.15H  and  moved  to  the  ICC  NINH  airstrip  where  they  were  attached  to 
2/28th  Inf.  Company  A  continued  to  secure  the  battalion' perimeter  and 
Battery  C,  2/1 3th  Arty.  2/l8th  Inf  continued  improvement  of  defensive 
positions  and  local  patrolling  around  HON  QUAN  while  Troop  A,  1/4th  Cav 
secured  the  division  CP  at  HON  QUAN.  There  was  no  contact. 

1st  Brigade  continued  patrols  in  AO’s  BLACK  and  BLUE.  2/2d  Inf 
conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  BLACK.,  with  Companies.  A 
and  B.  .Company  C. secured  their  overnight  position.  All  elements  reported 
negative  contact.  At  1605  the  battalion  was  ordered  to  move  and  occupy  - 
defensive  positions  vie  MINH  THANH  airstrip,  closing  at  2O10H.'  2/1 6th 
Inf  conducted  patrols  and  established  ambush  sites  in  AO  BLUE  with  nega¬ 
tive  contact.  Company  C  was  moved  to  LOC  NINH  by  CV-2  at  16OOH  to 
assist  in  the  security  cf  the  airstrip  while  .Companies  A  and  B  were 
ordered  to  return  to  the  battalion  RON  positions  vie  XT  635674  closing 
at  1730H.  The  2/l3th  Arty  (-)  at  CHON  THANH  received  a  report-  from  the 
CHON  THANH  senior  advisor  of  two  VC  battalions  in  the  deserted  village 
at  XT  735540.  Artillery. from  CHON  THANH  and  the  175mm  btry  at  PHUOC  VINH 
fired  into  the  village  under  control  of  An  aerial  observer  three  times 
during  the  day  and  early  evening.  At  1715  a  CIDG  force  sent  to  the., 
village  reported  five  VC  KIA  (BC)  and.  many  wounded  as  evidenced  by  the 
many  blood  trails. 

12  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization  .  .. 

1 st  Brigade 

....  ...  .  C/2/1 6th  Inf  OPCON  1700H 

The  division  continued  Operation  EL  PASO  II  with  no  enemy  contact, 
continuing  patrol  and  search  operations  and  repositioned,. forces,, . 

Ipt  Brigade  conducted  patrols  in  AO  BLUE  with  1 /1 6th  Inf  and  moved 
Company  C,  1  /1 6th  Inf  from  LOC  NINH  tp'MINH  THANH.  The  company  departed 
at  0850H  by  CV-2  and  closed  MINH  THANH  at  17Q0H,  2/2d.Inf  conducted 
local  patrols  a round  their  overnight  position.  .  The  3d  Brigade  continued 
patrol  operations  in  their  defense  of  the  LOC' "NINH  -  HON  QUAN  areas. 

At  (055H,  l/l 6th  Inf. and  Battery  C,  2/l3th  Arty  moved  by  road  to  a  new 
base  vie  XU  740060.  -  Company  B,  .2/1 8th  Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
into  an  LZ  vic;XT  657913,  while  Troop  A,,  l/4th  Cav  reinforced  with  a  pla¬ 
toon  from  Company  C,  2/l8th  Inf  blocked  vie  XT  680913.  Company  B  closed 
into  the  LZ  at  1033  then  moved  and  searched  the  village  vie  XT  6791 
with’  negative  results.  Trc  >p  A,  1/4th  Cav  returned  to  HON  QUAN  while 
Company  B,  2/l8th  Inf  remained  overnight  vio  XT  680082.  2/2d  Inf  con-  , 
tinued.  to  defend  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip.  Company  A  dispatched  a  patrol 
at  1515H  which  searched  the  village  of  LOC  THIEN  (XU  7208)  with  negative 
results. ,  An  Ambush  patrol  was  left .behind  vie  XU  712088  as  the  company 
seturnod  to  LOC  NINH. 
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13  June.  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

1st  Brigade 

1/2d  Inf  OPCON  1453H 
D/l/5th  Arty  (DS) 

B/2/l6th  Inf  Atch  1/2d  Inf  161CH 

Aero  Rifle  Platoon  D/l/4th  Cav  Atch  2/1 6th  Inf(-)  1245H 

Two  LRRP  teams  introduced  ir-to  \ZJ s  ,vic.  XT  663561  and  XT  709551  gained 
enemy  contact  shortly  after  insertion.  Artillery  and  air  strikes  were 
called  in  to  support  the  extraction  of  the  teams. 


/* 


A  member  of  Team  6  was  killed  in  the  vie  of  the  LZ  at  XT  673556. 

The  patrol  killed  four  VC  (BC)  before  extraction,  but  were  unable  to 
extract  the  body  of  the  dead  member. 

The  1st' Brigade  .lifted  2/2d  Inf  into  LZ  SUSAN  {XT  .'654484 )  in  .reaction 
to  the  LRRP  contacts.  The  battalion  was  unable,,  to  establish '.contact  and 
remained  over  night  vie  XT  655583.  l/2d  Inf  was,  lifted  from  LAI  KHE 
into  an  LZ  vic  XT  738542.-  Battexy  D,  1  /5th.  Arty was] 'lifted  by  CH-47 
into  the  LZ  and  attached  to  the  battalion,  l/2d. Inf  swept  to  the  east 
with  negative  contact  and  returned  to  the  LZ,  2/l6th.Inf  conducted 
patrols  in  AO  BLUE.  Company  B  was  lifted,  into  the  LZ  vic;  XT  738542  and  . 
attached  to  i/2d  Inf.  .•!  ) 

3d  Brigade  continued  the  search  for  VC.  forces  in  the  LCC  KI”H  -.HON 
QUAN.AO's,  l/l6th  Inf  conducted  platoon  size -patrols  from  the  battalion 
perimeter  with  negative  contact.  2/28th  Inf  conducted  patrols  in  the 
area  of  the  11  June  battle  where  they  located  12  -  81mm  mortar  rounds 
and  several  VC  bodies  ;in .trenches  vie  XU  719111.  2/1 8th  Inf  searched 

the  village  at  XT  6887  with  negative  results,  while  Troop  A,  1/4th  Cav 
secured  the  Division  Forward  CP  at  HON  QUAN. . 

14  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 
1st  Brigade 

A/1 /28th  Inf  Atch  2/1 6th  Inf  (-)  (MINH  THANH) 

l3t  Brigade  conducted  sweeps  of  AO's  BLOOD,  SILVER  and  BLUE  in 
search  ofr  the.  VC;;forces  engaged  by  the  LRRP  teams  on  13  June.  1/2d 
Inf  •  patrolled;  the  western  portion  of  AO  BLOOD  with  negative  contact..,,,. 

2/2d  Inf  with  LRRP  Team,  6  recovered  the  body  of  the ,  {RRP  membpr  lost 
on  13  June  vie  XT;  663564. ,  The, battalion  conducted! patrols  from  a  base 
vie  XT  657582.  '2/1 6tjv  Inf.,  secured  the  brigade  forward  base  'and  patrolled 
AO  BLUE  with  negative,  contacts  At  1415  Company  A,  ,l/28jt'h  -bif  . was,  attached 
to  the  battalion.  One  platpon  from  Troop  C,  1  /4th. CavJ  secured  the'  2/l3th 
Arty  (-).  and  . Battery  D,  8/6th  Arty  at  CHON  .THANH.  : 

,  ia  3d  Brigade  elements; conducted; extensive  patrols  around,  the  base  camp 
areas;,  -2/1 8th  Inf  displaced  Comoany.  A  tprVio  QUAN  IjOI  airfield  to 
eecure  the  .area  for  movement  of  phe,  division  CP.. and.  2/1 8th  Inf  (-).  on 
15  June.  Troop  A,  l/4th  Cav  remained,  vie  HON  Q^AN;  airfield.  2/l8th  Inf 
secured  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip  yith  company  and  platoon  si;  a  patrols. 

1/1 6th  Inf  conducted  a  company  size;  sweep  east  to -the  village  yic  XU 
7702  vdth. negative  contact.  •  :  V 

t;  ',‘..15!  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

,  1st  Brigade  ■.••  ••;.!  ,  /V 

Aero  Rifle  Platoon  D/l/4thCav  detach  1.200H. . 
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Operation  EL  PASO  II  continued  with  1st  Infantry  Division  elements 
searching  AO’s  in  conjunction  with  5th  ARVN  and  CIDG  forces.  The  division 
CP  moved  from  HON  QUAN  to  the  QUAN  LOI  airfield  vie  XT  8190. 

1st  Brigade  searched  AO  BLOOD  with  2/2d  Inf  uncovering  a  series  of 
VC  base  camps  and  installations.  A  recently. occupied,  regimental  size 
base  camp  was  uncovered  vie  XT  690551.  l/2d  Inf  swept  the  southwest 
portion  of  AO  SILVER  with  negative  contact  while  Company  B,  2/1 6th  Inf 
continued  to  secure  Battery  D,  1 /5th  Arty.  2/l6th  Inf  (-).  provided  the 
brigade  RRF  and  secured  the  MINH  THANH  brigade  CP.  .  ,  • , 

,  '  '  ■  *  ,  ■  •  l  •  . 

3d  Brigade  CP  remained  vie  QUAN  LOI  airfield  secured  by  2/2Bth  Inf. 
Patrols  searched  the  LOC  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  with  negative  contact, 
l/l6th  Inf  sealed  and  searched  the  village  vie  XU  770085  with  negative 
results.  The  battalion  CP  remained  vie  XU  7407  with  Battery  C,  2/1 3th,-.- 
Arty,  2/1 8th  Inf  secured  the  road  from  HON  QUAN  to  QUAN  LOI  with  Troop 
A,  l/4th  Cav  for  displacement  of  the.  Division  Forward  CP  which  closed 
QUAN  LOI  at  1615H.  2/l6th  Inf  closed  QUAN  LOI  and  secured  the  division 
CP,  .  Troop  A,  1/4th  Cav  returned  to  HON  QUAN.' 

16  June  -  Operation  EL  PASO  II  continued  with  elements  conducting 
search  and  destroy  operations  in  their  respective  AO's  establishing  no 
significant  contacts.  2/2d  Inf  destroyed  the  VC,. regimental  size  base 
can?)  found  on  15  June  in  AO  SILVER,  and  regained  overnight  vie  XT  688565. 
f/2d  Inf  searched  AO  BLOOD  to  the  west  and  northwest  four-  kilometers  from 
their  battalion  base.  The  battalion  remained  .overnight  vie  XT  738562. 
2/l6th  Inf  secured  the  Brigade  Forward  CP,  condui .ed  local  patrols  and 
acted  as  the  brigade  RRF,  At  1315  Company  A  located  and  destroyed  15- 
bunkers  and  foxholes  vie  XT  61  7690. 

.  3d  Brigade  continued  extensive  patrolling  operations  in  their  defense 
of.  the  HON  QUAN  -  LOC  NINH  areas.  1/1 6th  Inf  secured.  Route  13.  from  XU 
786163  to  XU  741177  for  passage  of  a  resupply  convoy  from  LOC  I^INH.  At 
0730H  Company  A  moved  to  vie  XU  755090  where  a  base  was  established  and 
patrols  conducted.  The  company  returned  to  the.  battalion  base  at  141 5H 
leaving  a  stay  behind  patrol  at  XU  760076  .  2/1 8th  Inf  secured  .the  . 
Division  Forward  CP  at  QUAN  LOI.  Troop  A,  l/4th  Cav  attached  to  2/1 8th 
Inf  secured  Battery  C,  l/7th  Arty  vie  HON  QUAN  airfield.  2/28th  Inf 
secured  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip  and  3d  Brigade  CP.  Company  B  patrolled 
west  to  vie  XU  702115,  then  north  to  XU  710130,  east  to  XII  725 1.27,  south’ 
to  XU  7221.12,  and  southwest  returning  to  the  perimeter  at  ’l6l7H  with'  , 
negative  contact, 

I?, June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

let  Brigade,  ' 


Brigade,  . , 

D/l/5th  Arty  returned,  to  LAI  KHE  ,.A 


1st  Brigade  conducted  search  and  destroy  operatione  in  AO's  SILVER, 
BLOOD  and  FALCON.  2/2d  Inf  swept,  iron  their  overnight  position  to  LZ 
SUSAN  (XT  6658)  and  at  1220  were  lifted  back  to  MINH  THANH . closing  vie  . 
XT  631665  at  1719H.  '  l/2d  Inf -swept  from. their  RON.  position  in  AO 
FALOON.Apd  established  a  patrol  base  vie  XT?,  755585*-:  All  elements  closed 
at  141 5H.  l/l  6th  Inf  secured  the  brigade  base  camp  and  engineer 'elements 
working  on  the  MINH  THANH  airstrip.  Company  B  was  lifted  from  RON 
position  vie  XT  754545  and  returned  to  the  battalion  base  camp  at  1 550H. 
3d  Brigade  elements  conducted  patrols  and  search  and  destroy  operations. 
1/1 6th  Inf  moved  Company  B  at  0200H  to  a  blpcking  position  north  of  the 
village  at  XU  7203.  CIDG  forces  awept  north  through  the  village  into 
the  block  with  negative  contact.,  Company  B  swept  .back  to  their  base 
camp  area  closing  at  0915H  with 'negative  contact'.  Compary  A  patrolled 
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to  vie  XU  760078  returning  to  the  battalion  CP  at  1620H  with  negative 
contact.  2/1 8th  Inf  provided  security  for  the  division  CP  at  QUAN  LOI 
vdth  platoon  size  patrols  while  Troop  A,  1 /4th  Cav  secured  the  HON  QUAN 
airfield.  2/28th  Inf  (-)  secured  the  LOC  NINH  airfield.  While  sweeping 
from  their  overnight  position  Compary  A  engaged  seven  VC  vie  XU  744131 
capturing  three  and  one  carbine. 

18  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 
1st  Inf  Div 

8/6th  Arty  (-)  (CHON  THANH), '  (.fcs-Reinf  2/13) 

1st  Brigade  .  ' 

A/i /28th  inf  detach  1730H.  • 

3d  Brigade  1  ' 

l/4t'h  Cay  „(-)  (AN  LOC); 

A/l‘/4th'  Cav,  detaph  1900H  / 

Operation.  EL.  PASO  II' continued  vdth  the  division' increasing  the 
number  of  participating  units,.  .  l/4th  Cav  (-),  with  Troops  B  and  C 
conducted  a  ROADRUNNER ' operation  from'.PHU  LOI  to  HON  QUAN  oyer  Route  13, 
The  squadron  also  provided  convoy  security  for  Headquarters  8/6th  Arty 
and  Battery  B,  8/6th  Arty  .which  moved  to  CHON  THANH  t'p/join  Battery  D, 
8/6th  Arty  and  2/l3th'Arty  (-).  The  squadron  closed  HON  QUAN  at  1 6l 5H 
and  came  under  OPCON  3d  Brigade.  .Troop  A,  1/4th  Cav  returned  to  LAI  KHE 
after  the  squadron  minus  closed  HON  QUAN  leaving  one  platoon  at  CHON 
THANH  to  secure  artillery  elements.  The  operation  was  conducted  without 
incident. 

1st  Brigade,  elements  conducted  local  patrols  around  battalion  peri- 
.  meters  while  engineer  elements  continued  work  on  the  MNH  THANH  airstrip. 
Company  B,  1/28th  Inf  was  detached  from  2/l6th  Inf  and  moved  from  KINH 
.THANH  by  CV-2  and  CH-47  to  FHUOC  VINH  closing  at  1730H. 

3d  Brigade  elements  conducted  security  patrols  in  the  LOC  NINH,  HON 
QUAN,  and  QUAN  LOI  areas,  A  stay  behind  patrol  from  Company  G,  1 /6th'  : 
Irf  engaged  two  VC  squads  ,vio  XU  720995  'wounding  three.  The  remainder 
of  the  company  moved,  from 'their  RON  position  and  swept  the  area  in  an':i 
attempt  to  regain  contact  with  negative  results.  The  company  Veturhed' 
to  their  RON  position  vie  XU  72601  f.  A  stay  behind  patrol 'vie  M  .7289'95 
engaged  three  VC  at  1755H.  The  VC  Xltyi  .and  a  subsequent 'search; '6f  the 
area  revealed  pools  of  blood  and  evidence  that  a  body  'had  “been  dragged 
away.  2/1 8th.  Inf  dispatched  a  patrol  from  Company  C  to  vie  XT  832894  to 
assist  a  PF  unit  in  contact,  '  The  patrol  received  30  rounds  SA  fire  in 
the  contact  area,  and  after  returning  the  fire  swept  the  area  with 
negative  contact.  2/28th  Inf  conducted  an  airmooile  assault  'with  .Cdmnany 
C'.iht.o  LZ  KING.  (XU  659048)  at  G940H.  The  company  swept  into  a  blocking 
Jppsitipp  established  by  2/9th  ,ARVN  elements  from  XU  708085  to  XU  707077), 
At  1520  Company  C  passec^  thr.pugh.the  blocking  forces  and  returned  to  the 
LOQ  NINH  perimetef  with  jniegatiye';opntact.  ' ( V'. 

19  June  -  Both  brigades  continued  patrols  and  search  and  destroy 
operations  with.no  significant  enemy, contact.  1st  Brigade  CP  coved  to 
XT  64067O.  1/2d  Inf  swept  the  southeast  area  of  AO  FALCON.  2/2d  Inf 
assumed  responsibility  for  the  defense  '.of  .the  brigade  base  camp  at  OSOOH 
and  secured  engineer  work  parties  in  the  prea.  2/1 6th  Inf  searched  VC 
supply  routes  in  AO  SNOW  (Xf  6l  5725)  and' placed. trip  flares  along  supply 
trails,  ,  "  . . 

3d  Brigade  continued. patrols  and  search  and  destroy  operations 
around  LOC  NrNH,  HON  01  AN,  and  QUAN  LOI.  'l/4th  Cav  (-)  conducted  a 
reconnaissance  of  Route  13  from  HON  QUAN  north  along  Route  13  to  vie  XT 
.,7396  and  returned.  Troop  B  received .  sporadic  SA  fire  during  the 
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operation.  2/l8th  Inf  elements  swept  five  kilometers  to  the  northeast 
arid  southeast  of  QUAN  101  and  continued  security  of  the  division  CP  with 
negative  contact.  2/28th  Inf  patrolled  around  the  LOC  NINE  airstrip 
with  negative  contact.  Company  B  moved  to  an  overnight  position  vie 
XU  730125.  1/1 6th  Inf  swept  areas  northeast  and  southwest  of  their 
perimeter  with  negative  contact.  Company  C  returned  to  the  battalion 
base  area  from  their  overnight  :position  at  1 1 55H. 

20  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization  , 

Division  Troops 

1/28th  Inf  0PC0H  1307H  (SONG  BE) 

B/l/5th  Arty  Atch  1 /28th  Inf  0938H 
D/l/4th  Cav  detach 
1st  Brigade 

l/2d  Inf  detach  1245H 

D/1 /5th  Arty  (DS)  2/l6th  Inf  145QH  (DAU  TIENG) 

The  let  Infantry  Division  continued  Operation  EL  PASO  II  moving 
Infantry  battalione  with  supporting  artillery  to  the  SONG  BE  and  DAU 
TIENG  areas. 

i  .  •  • 

let  Brigade  Forward  CP  moved  a  tactical  element  to  DAU  TIENG  along 
with  2/1 6th  Inf  and  Battery  D,  1  /5th-  Arty.  Preparatione  were  conducted 
to  locate  VC  caches  in  the  area  west  of  DAU  TIENG.  2/2d.  Inf;  secured  the 
brigade  CP  at  MINE  THANH  and  patrolled  AO  BLUE  with  negative  contact. 

One  platoon  of  Troop  A,  1/4th  Cav  continued  security  of  artillery  elements 
at  CHON  THANH,  l/2d  Inf  was  extracted  from  AO  FALCQlJ.  The  battalion  (-) 
moved  to  PHU.OC  VINH  with  Company  A  going  to  LAI  KHE.  ;  >■ .  ./ 

•  ,  * 

1/28th  Inf  wae  lifted  with  Battery  B,  l/5th  Arty  from  PHUOC  VINH  to 
SONG. BE  airfield  under  divieion  control.  Company  B  moved  from  LAI  KHE 
to  Join  the  battalion. 

3d  Brigade  elements  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  con- 
Junction  with  CIDG  and  ARVN  forcee.  2/28th  Inf  with  CIDG  forcee  eealed 
and  searched  the  village  at  XU  7413.  Village  men  were  screened  and  14 
VCC  Vfere,  pointed  out  by  a  VC  captured  on  18  June.  The  battalion  with 
the’ CIDG  forcee . returned  to  LOC  NINH  closing  at  1605H.  2/1 8th  Inf  (-) 
swept  the  AN  IOC  Rubber  Plantation  east  from  vie  XT  7093  while  Troop  B, 
1/4th  Cav.  blocked  on  the  south.  Troop  C,  1/4th  Cav  and  two  ItF  companies 
assumed  blocking  positions  along  Route  13.  RF  elements  and  one  ARVN  Cav 
troop  blocked  from  XT  7193  to  XT  7393.  Companies  A  and  B,  2/l8th  Inf 
completed  the  sweep  to  Route  1 3  at  1 650H  with  negative  contact  and  all 
elements  returned  to  their  base  camps  at  HON  QUAN  -  QUAN  LOI.  1/1 6th 
Inf  swept  from  their  Vue  camp  southeast  to  vie  XU  775025  and  northeast 
to  vie  XT  7809  and  back  with  negative  contact, 

21  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

Division  Troope 

B/1 /5th  Arty' Atch-.  1 /28th  Inf  (SONG  BE) 
let  Brigade,  •, .. 

/  /  0/1 /4th,  CaV  0PC0N  201 3H 

Operation  EL  PASO,, II  continued  with  1st  Brigade  conducting  airmobile 
assaults  northwest  of  'DA'U  TIENG  and  locating  additional  supply  cachee. 

2/1 6th  Inf  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  LZs  PINK  (XT' 455553)  and 
RED  (XT  470515).  Companies  A  anr'  3  searched  the  area  vie  LZ  RED  locating 
email  VC  base  camps  and  caches.  The  two  companies  engaged  small  VC 
forces,  with  four  VC  KIA  (BC),  .two  VC  KIA  (Prob),  a  id  one  VC  captured. 
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'..'■Company  C  lifted  into  PINK  at  1 51  OH  and  located  ten  tons  of  rice  vie 
XT  44 6559.  At  1850H  Company  B  located  183  tons  of  rice  vie  XT  455530. 
Comapny  A  remained  overnight  vie  XT  463522,  Company  B  XT  447438,  and 
Company  C  XT  448550.  2/2d  Inf  secured  the  brigade  CP  and  engineer  work 
parties  at  MINH  THANH  while  maintaining  one  company  as  the  brigade  EHF. 


3d  Brigade  continued  security  "operations  around  base  camps  in  BIKH 
LONG  Province.  1/1 6th  Inf  remained  as  RHP  for  possible  commitment  in 
the  SONG  BE  area.  2/28th  Inf  continued  to  secure  the  LOC  NINH  airfield. 
Company  A  searched  the  high  ground  northeast  of "  LOC  NINH  vie  XU  772122 
with  negative  contact.  2/1 8th  Inf  secured  the  division  forward  CP  at 
QUAM  LOI  minus  the  recon  platoon  which  was  attached  to  Troop  C,  1  /4th' .' ' 
Cav  for  its  move. 


1/4th  Cav  regained  0PC0N  of  Troop  D  at  1700H.'"  Trcop'B  escorted 
Battery  C,  1/7th  Arty  from  HON  QUAN  to  a  firing  position  vie  XT  7983  to 
support  a  Troc  C  move  to  MINH  THANH.  One  platoon  of  Troop  A  remained 
at  CHON  THANH  and  secured  8/6th  Arty  and  2/l3th  Arty  (-) .  l/28th  Inf 
with  Battery  B,  1 /5th ■■Arty  continued  operations  in  the  SONG  HE  area 
conducting  company  and  platoon  size  patrols  around  the  battalion  and 
airfield  base. 


22  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


■1st  Brigade 

1/2d  Inf  TAC  CP  atch  1 513H  (MINH' THANH) 
■  A/l/2d  Inf 

C/1  /4th  Cav  atch  1/2d  Inf  1600H 


1st  Infantry  Division  forces  continued' to  discover  VC  supply  caches 
in  the  DAU  TIENG  AO,  uncovering  277  tons  of  rice  and  100  sheets  of  tin) 
2/2d  Inf  conducted  a  battalion  size  airmobile  assault  into- LZ  YELLOV 
(XT  415528)  to  assist  2/l6th  Inf  in  their  search  for  VC  rice  caches. 

The  battalion  CP  and  Company  A  remained  vie  XT  4085 15  where  they  secured 
Battery' A,  2/1 3th  Arty  which- was  moved  into  the  A0  by  CH-47  from  CHON 
THANH;  Company  B  searched  to  vie  XT  435541  where' they  remained  over-- ■ ' 
night.  Company  C  established  an  overnight  position  vie  XT  41 2565. 

2/1  6th  Inf  continued  to  exploit  arid  search  areas  of  previous  c?  ehe 
discoveries.  Company  B  uncovered  250  additional  tons  in  the  vie  of'  the 
cache  located  XT  447537.  Company  C  located  end  destroyed  four  tons  of 
rice,  100  sheets  of  tin  vie  XI  445550.  l/2d  Inf  moved  Company  B  from 
PHUOC  VINH  to  secure  the  brigade  GP  at  MINH  THANH. 


: , :  The  3d  Brigade  conducted  a  ROADRUNNER  operation  south' 6f  LOC  NINH,""  •* 
and  HON  QUAN  along  Route  13  tc  destroy  VC  road  blocks  and  reported  tax 
collection  points.  1/l6th  Inf  moved  Company  C  south  along  Route  13  to 
vie  XT  722995  with  negative  results;  Troop  3)  1 /4th' Cav  patrolled  south 
along  Route '13  to  vie  'XT-765610  and' removed  four  roadblocks  in  route. 

2/1 8th  Inf  provided  security  for  Division  Forward  CP  and  the  QUAN  LOI 
airfield.-  2/28th  Inf  secured  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip  and  searched  the 
high  ground  vie  XU  7312  with  negative  contact. 


l/28th  Inf  continued  extensive  patrols  in  company  AO's  around  the 
battalion  perimeter  at  SONG  BE. 1 '  There  'was  negative'  contact. 


23  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


1  st  Brigade 

B/1/2d  Inf  OPCON  1/2d  Inf  1035H 
C/l/2d  Inf  OPCON  l/2d  Inf  1720H 
3d  Brigade 

'  1/1 6th  Inf  returned  to; LAI  KHE  1720 
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2'  The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  Operation  EL  PASO  II.  Additional 

VC  caches  were  uncovered  and  several  minor  contacts  were  established  in 
the  DAU  TIENG  area.  ROADRUNNER  operations  continued  along  Route  13.  In 
the  SONG  BE  area,  1 /28th  Inf  received  five  mortar  rounds  at  O63OH  in 
their  battalion  perimeter.  Company  size  patrols  were  conducted  out 
to  five  kilometers  from  the  base  camp. 

Security  for  the  1st  Brigade  CP  at  MINH  THANH  was  provided  by  Company 
A,  1 /2d  Inf  and  Troop  C,  1/4th  Cav.  Company  B,  l/2d  Inf  moved  from 
PHUOC  VINH  to  MINH  THANH  while  Company  C  moved  from  LAI  KHE  to  MINH  THANH. 
2/2d  Inf  uncovered  several  VC  supply  caches  and  destroyed  several  small 
VC  base  camps.  2/l6th  Inf  uncovered  a  major  cache  which  contained  iJOC' 
tons  of  rice  and  8000  sheets  of  tin  vie  XT  447543.-  Company  A  killed 
four  VC  (BC)  in  a  fire  fight  in  the  vie  of  the  supply  cache.  Company  B 
engaged  an  unknown  number  of  VC  at  1100H  vie  XT  448544  and  estimated 
four  killed.  There  was  no  major  contact  by  the  3d  Brigade  elements  con¬ 
ducting  security  operations  in  BINH  LONG  Province.  Troop  B,  l/4th  Cav 
with  Company  B,  2/l8th  Inf  moved  north. along  Route  13  to  the  CAM  LE 
Bridge  (XT  723973)  and  searched  south  and  east  of  the  bridge  with  nega¬ 
tive  contact.  2/l8th  Inf  (-)  secured  the  Division  Forward  CP  and  con¬ 
ducted  local  patrols  at  QUAN  LOI.  l/l6th  Inf  moved  to  the  LOC  NINH 
airstrip  where  the  battalion  (-)  was  lifted  to  LAI  KHE.-  Company  C  was 
lifted  to  PHUOC  VINH  closing  at  1520H.  2/28th  Inf  conducted  local  patrols 
around  LOC  NINH  and  moved  Company  B  to  secure  Battery  C,  2/l3th  Arty  vie 
XU  7406. 

24  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

1 st  Brigade 

C/1 /4th  Cav  released  OPCON  0730H 

Significant  food  and  supply  caches  continued  to  be  uncovered  in  the 
DAU  TIENG  area.  2/2d  Inf  searched  AO  HCRSE  (XT  455575)  uncovering 
several  small  caches  and  engaging  25  VC  at  a  VC  boat  building  site  vie 
XT  459568.  While  searching  vie  XT  455553  Compary 'B,  2/1 6th  Inf  killed 
one  VC  (BC)  and  captured  one  CHIOOM  SMG.  The  compary  uncovered  a 
supply  cache  that  yielded  25  tons  of  salt,  15  tons  of  dried  fish,  1000 
gallons  of  kerosene,  8000  aluminum  pans,  1000  cans  sardines,-  ten  55  gallon 
drums  of  oil,  500  hoes,  and  900  soup  ladles.  l/2d  Inf  secured  the  brigade 
CP  at  MINH  THANH. 

.  The  3d  Brigade  conducted  a  ROADRUNNER  operation  with  cavalry  and 
infantry  elements.  Troop  B,  1  /4th 1 Cav  and  Company  A,  2/1 8th  Inf  cleared 
Route  13  from  HON  QUAN.  to  CHON  THANH'.  Company'  B,  2/1 8th  Inf  and  Battery 
C,.  1/7th  Arty  moved  to'  a  firing  JiositiOn  vie' XT’- 7680  to  support.  Troop 
C  was  released  from. OPCON,  1st  Brigade-'  and  at" 0730  moved  to  vie  XT  7680. 
Compary  A,  2/l8th  Inf.  returned/tQ ''QUAN'  LOI*.  1  2/28th  Inf  continued  local 

security  operations  around  the  L0C;  ;NIflHf  ‘airfield/'^-1  • 

■  "  :  '■>.  ro'.':  t,'-,...  •• 

25  June  -  The  extraction/destruction  of  VC  rice  and  supply  caches 
continued  in  the  DAU  TIENG  AO.  2/2d  Inf  located  ten  tons  of  rice  vie 

XT  449552  and  12  tons  vie  XT  451572 1  and  destroyed  several' small  base  r  amps 
in. AO  HORSE.  2/l6th  Inf.  destroyed  VC  supply' caches  vicinity  LZ  PINK  and 
conducted  local  patrols  which  kili&d  Oris  VC  (BC)  vie  XT  451551  at  1025H, 
1/2d  Inf  patrolled  in  AO  BLUE  and  arbUhd  the  1st  Brigade  CP  at  MINH  THANH, 
with  Company  B  destroying  1,5  tons  of  rice  and  five  huts  vie  their  over¬ 
night  position  (XT  410515). 

The  3d  Br  -»ade  conducted,  patrols  in  the  LOC  NINH  area  with  2/28th 
Inf  and  in  t>-  <UAN  LOI  area  with  2/l8th  Inf.  There  was  negative  con¬ 
tact,  1/4th  Cav  (-)  continued  to  secure  the  HON  QUAN  airfield  with  two 
troop*.  ..  . 
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l/28th  Inf  conducted  daylight  patrols  in  the  SONG  BE  AO  to  tfc i  north 
end  northwest  of  the  airfield.  At  2345K  the  battalion  received  five 
rounds  60nm  mortar  fire  which  caused  no  casualties  or  damage. 

'  26  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

3d  Brigade  •'  >, ' .  * 

1  1/28th  Inf  OPCON  18508 

B/l/5th  Arty  Atch  2/33d  Arty  (-)  1200H 
C/2/1 3th. Arty  Atch  2/33d  Arty  (-)  1200H 

•  4  /  •’  ■  •  ■  •  '  3 1  ........ 

(deration  EL  PASO  continued  'and  an  increase  in  enemy  Contacts  was 
noted  whiie  the  division  repositioned'  elements  at  SONS-  BE.  '•  i i- . : 


.  ..1st  Brigade  elements  continued  the  destruction  of  VC  rice  caches  in 
the  DAU  TJENGarea,  2/2d  Inf  killed,  two  VC  .  (BC)  and  "captured  two  SA  • 
rifles  in  a  brief  fire  fight  at  1030  vie  XT  45856 4.:  2/l6th  Inf  prepared- ' 
rice  caches  for  destruction  by  bombing  and.  contamination  by -chemical 
agents  (CS-1).  1/2d  Inf  continued  'security  of  the  brigade  CP  and  engi¬ 
neer  work  elements  at  KlNH  THANH.  Company  B  located’  and  destroyed  a  • 
platoon  .size,  base  camp  vie  XT.  438514. .  .  .  ’ 


...  .The  3d  Brigade  gained  OPCON  of  l/28th  Inf  and  Battery  B,  l/5th  Arty 
.at.  SQNG  BE  and  'moved  Company  A,'  2/28th  Inf  and  Battery  C,  2/l3th  Arty  to 
the  SONG  BE  AO  to  assist  in  the  security  of  the  airfield  and  search  for 
VC  forces.  ,.-.1/28th  Inf  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  company  at  vie 
XU  245095  'which  resulted'  in  seven  VC  KIA  (BC),  21  VC  KIA  (Prob)  and 
'.several  weapons  captured.  \2/28th  Inf  (-)  continued  security  patrols  ' 
around  LOC  NlNH  conducting  a  platoon  size  combat  assault  into  an  LZ  vie 
XT  7707  with  negative  contact.  Company  B  remained  in  vie  XU '7604.  ' 

2/l 8th  Inf  made  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  company  when  an  ambush 
’petrol';  from ,  Company  B  became  engaged  at  OOO5H  vie  XT  808898.  A  platoon 
size  relief,  force  'encountered  an  unknown  number  of  VC  approximately '.1 000- 
mb^ere  .from  the  amtyusfci  site.' Results  of  the  contacts  disclosed  five 
,VC'  KiA"(BC).and  various  weapons ‘captured.  '•  •' :  ■ '  .■ 

'■  y  ■’  "  •• 

.  2/1 8th  ,|nf '  Elements  stistdined  four  KIA  and  six  WIAi-.i  l/4tlh  Cavj  (t) 

.  moved  at  first  light  to  blocklhg  positions  east-  and  Soiith.  of  QUAN  101 
in  don Junction  with ’2/l 8th  Infantry  search  and  dedtrd^  operation' to 
intercept  the  VC  company  engaged  earlier,  ■'  ■'■'i  ‘ :w 

.27  Jhne  -  Chaiigep  tii  Task'  Organizutidn 

Division. Troops  , 

'  ■  . .  '  2/lfeth:'Irif  t200H  : 

l/4th  Cav  (-)  1200H 

.'  ;  c/1 /7th  Arty, /itch  8/6th  Arty  (-)  0800H 

8/6th. Arty  (-)  ;(Elg)  2/l8th  Inf  CfeXW  ;  v  •••,  • 

•  ■  '  ,  * « *  -  ‘  I  -o •  <:  ■ 

1st, Infantry  Division  continued  Operation  EL’  PASO'  II,  searching  the 
.cache  areas,  west  of  DAU  TIENG  'tmd  reinforcing1  operation^' in  the  SONG  BE 

‘area,  '  '  '  ••>*•'• '  *•  • 

1st  Brigade  TF  continued  dedtiiAiction''of  the  rice  cahces  with  2/2d  Inf 
;in  AQ  HORSE  and  2/l6th  Irif  working  in  LZ  PINK.  'A  CH-47  working  out  of 
LZ’PINK  crashed  and  burned  on  take  off  killing  the  pilot-.  •  both  batta- 
^  lions  received  harassing  SA  fife,  during  the  day;  1/2d"Inf  -secured  the 
1*t  Brigade  MINH  THANH'  CP  arid  drigineer  elements  repairing  the.  airfield. 
Harter  and  artillery  fire  was  placed  in  vie  XT  405505  and  XI  400500 
.  where, .Coiepany  B  was  receiving  SA  fire  and  two  VC  were -estimated  killed. 


'■  CONfiDENT&U 
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3d  Brigade  CP  vdth  2/28th  Inf  (-)  and  2/33d  Arty  (-)  displaced  to 
SOMG  £3  ftirfield  and  assumed  control  of  1/28th  Inf  and  its  elements  in 
the  SONG  BE  AO.  Company  C,  2/28th  Inf  remained  at  IOC  NINH  and  secured 
equipment  and  supplies  still  to  be  moved.  1/28th  Inf  secured  the  NUI 
BA  RA  airfield  conducting  company  and  platoon 'size  search  and  destroy 
operations  in  the  AO.  2/1 8th  Inf  was  placed  under  division  control  at 
1200H  with  1  /4th  Cav  (-)  attached.’  The  infantry  battalion  continued  secur¬ 
ity  operations  around  QUAN  LOI  while  1 /4th  Cav  supported  an  ARVN  resupply 
convoy  by  conducting  a  ROADRUNNER  operation  from  HON  QUAN  to  LOC  NINH 
with  Troop  C. 

•  -  1  ■  i  t£\ 

28  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


1st  Brigade 

2/1 6th  Inf  detach  1  640H 

1/2d  Inf  (-)  detach  1925H 

2/2d  Inf  detach  1901H 

Hq  and  A/2/l  3th'  Arty  detach  1740H 

1/1 8th  Inf  Atch  1600H  (MINH  THANH) 


The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  relocation  of  elements  in  'Opera¬ 
tion  EL  PASO  II.  1st  Brigade  moved  1/2d  Inf  (-)  from  MINH  THANH  and 
ComparyC,  *1/2d  Inf  from  the  DAU  .TIENG  AO  to  PHUOC  VINH  closing  at  1925H. 
2/2d  Inf  was  airlifted  from  LZ.  PINK  to  DAU  TENG  airfield,  then  moved  to 
LAI  KHE  'closing-  at  191  OH.  2/l6th:Inf  swept  to  LZ  PINK  killing  one  VC 
(BC)  vie  XT  447548  enroute.  They  were  lifted  to  DAU  TIENG  and  moved  by 
:X-123,:to  BEN:H0A,  closing  at  1640H.  l/18th  Inf  moved  by  C-123  from 


>  •  >  ..  •'!  t-:  ■  i  ...  ■  ... 

.  •  ’  *•  ■  t  \o-  •  .  •!«.%.  ’,f  .’.-iiq  •. 

'•  < ‘-3d -Brigade' cixkpletbd  its  «ove;out.  of  LOC  NINH  vhen-Co^tpary  C,  2/28th 
Inf  'sij&Atrains  closbd'SONG’BEqat-WQOK.  Coqipanyt4»:;?/)?6th.’liif  conducted 
•’AttWi  mobile,  assault1  into  ' an 'LZ-  vie  7U  1$5035cawl. (Searched  the  area '.with 
"iWgative  results . '  "1728th  Inf  -  swept  west  to  the ■1SQHG. .fel^River  vie.  XU 
'•f89H0  from  NUI  :BA  HA-  and-' returhed^at  1500H  with -negative  contact,  . 

1  •?(!  ",  ry  U(,  ;■  ..  •* .  r’.jfij.  t.- 

In  the  QUAN  LOL’A-'  HOR'QUAN  areas,  security  Operations  continued. 
2/18th  Inf  conducted  bne  platoon  size  patrol  to  vie  2ft  , $5391 3  and 
"secured  the  Division  Forward' CP,-  Troop  B,  1 /4th  Cav  with  an  RF  company, 
cleared  Route'  13' south  from'  HON  QUAN  to  vie  east-  -  yest^grid  lir. 

"  Troop  C  and  a  CIDG"  plbtbari  sealed  and  searched  villages*  at  XT  83> 

XT  862877,  XT  862899  with: negative  contact, m  .  .  • '  v  .'Ovr;:. 

29  June  -  Changes,  in  Task  Organization’  • 

‘  •  ..."  1  *  ’  ••»(>!*  •>  '  "  J'  •'*»  *■  \ 


Division  Troops 

1/1 8th  Inf  OPC.ON’  1st  Div  0900H 


*•  C 1 1  j^' 


W»N 

A1: 


Detach  1st  Bde  FVd.'CF; 1745H  .. 

B/l/2dIhf  1703H:  . 

D/1 /5th  Arty  1530H  o-;; 

•  ■  *0/-  J  ,  •.  .  * 

1st  Brigade  terminated  participation  in  Operation  EL  PASO  II  returning 
to  PHUOC  VINH,  1/1 8th  Inf ■ continued  to  secure  the  engineer  work  parties 
at  MINH  THANH  under  division .  control,  >"j  ;Lv 


2/!  8th  Inf  with  1/4th  Cav'-attdched.-.continued  security  missions  for 
the  division  base  at  QUAN  LOI  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  and  patrol 
:  operations  in  the  QUAN  LOI  -  HON  QUAN  AO's.  Troop  B,  1/4th  Cav  with 
Company  D,  2/l8th  Inf  attached '.conducted  a  ROADRUNNER  and  search  and 
destroy  along1  Route  B  to  vie  XT  873993 r-.' During  the;  operation  a  small'  “ 


COMlDEUTJAL 
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amount  of  SA  ammo,  some  medical  supplies,  and  documents  were  discovered. 
Company  A  and  Troop  C  with  one  CIDG  platoon  searched  AO  PINK  (XT  807817) 
during  the  night  and  sealed  the  village  in  the  vicinity. 

The  3d  Brigade  TF  continued  operations  in  the  SONG  BE  AO  with  l/28th 
Inf  conducting  a  battalion  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  RED  (IT  197995). 

The  battalion  swept  to  the  west  and  closed  into  overnight  positions  vie 
5T  204994. 

2/28th  Inf  remained  vie  NUI  BA  RA  airfield.  A  patrol  from  Company 
A  engaged  20  VC  in  a  short  fire  fight  at  1850H  vie  YU  191041  with  negative 
results. 

30  June  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


1  at  Brigade  OPCOU  1st  Div  Fwd  1530H 
1/2d  Inf  OPCON  1530H 
1 /28th  Inf  OPCON  1620H 
2/1 8th  Inf  OPCON  1550H 
l/4th  Cav  (-)  OPCON  1550H 
8/6th  Arty  (-)  DS  l/4th  Cav  (-) 
A/2/33d  Arty  Atch  8/6th  Arty  (-)  1850H 
C/1  /7th  DS  1st  Bde 


1st  Infantry  Division  forces  continued  the  search  for  elements  of 
the  9th  VC  Division.  A  major  engagement  with  the  271st  VC  Main  Force 
Regiment  vie  of  SROK  DONG  (XT  7299)  resulted  (Annex  A).  The  battle 
developed  when  Troops  B  and  C,  1  /4th  Cav  conducting  a  ROADRUNNER  opera¬ 
tion  from  HON  QUAN  to  LOC  NINH  on  Route  13  received  heavy  mortar,  SA  and 
AH  fire  at  0930H  vie  XU  723014.  Armed  helicopters  and  artillery  fired 
in  support  along  one  side  of  the  road  while  air  strikes  were  employed 
on  the  other  side.  A  total  of  88  Air  Force  fighter  bomber  sorties  were 
flown,  during  the  battle.  2/l8th  Inf  and  Troop  C,  l/4th  Cav  were  commiv, ted. 
2/l8th  Inf  assaulted  an  12  north  of  the  VC  positions  vie  XU  724014  with 
Companies  A  and  B.  Company  C,  2/l8th  Inf  and  Troop  C,  1/4th  Cav  moved 
along  Route  13  to  relieve  Troop  B  and  became  heavily  engaged  vie  XT 
720986.  Three  CIbG  companies,  one  ARVN  APC  troop  and  two  .companies  of 
,1/9th  ARVN  Regiment  were  placed  Under  -OPCON  1st  Infantry  Division  and 
assisted  bybtocking  south  and  north  of  the  contact  area,  l/2d  Inf  , 
was  airlifted  into  LZ  BLUE  (XT  6799)  west  of  the  contact  and  swept  east 
into  the  blocks.  All  elements  of  2/1 8th  Inf  along  with  the  cavalry 
troops  were  engaged  iri  heavy  contact  until  approximately  1730H.  The  VC 
losses  were  267  VC.  KIA  (BC),  300  VC  KIA  (Prob),  15  VCC,  23  crew  served 
weapons,  and  40  SA  rifles  captured.  ' 

The  1st  Brigade  rejoined  Operation  EL  PASO  II,  moving  a  CP  to  QUAN 
LOI  with  OPCON  of  l/2d  Inf,  1/28th  Inf,  2/l8th  Inf  and  l/4th  Cav  (-). 
l/28th  Inf  moved  from  NUI  BA  RA  airfield  to  QUAN  LOI  and  secured  the 
division  CP  and  airfield  remaining  on  strip  alert. 

•••••*:  j  V.*/ 

3d  Brigade  continued  operations  in  the  SONG  BE  AO  with  2/28th  Inf  and 
Battery  C,  2/13th  Arty  at  NUI  BA  RA.  Company  B,:  2/28th  Infantry  secured 
Battery  B,  1  /5th  Arty  vie  TO  190134.- '  ' 

'  .  *  '  «  ' 

1  July  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


Division  Troops 

2/2d  Inf  OPCON  (QUAN  LOI) 

-  V  C/1/7th  Arty  Atch  2/2d  Inf  1530H 
B/l/5th  Arty  (-)  Atch  C/l/7th  Arty 

H  ;  '• 
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let  Infantry  Divi  ’ion  forcee  in  conjunction  with  5th  ARVN  Division 
forces  continued  to  search  the  vicinity  of  the  previous  day's  contact 
and  moved  forces  to  the  west  of  Route  13  to  interdict  fleeing  VC  forcee. 
Numerous  shallow  graves  containing  VC  bodies  were  discovered  during  the 
day's  operation. 


let  Brigade  positioned  forces  to  prevent  remnants  of  the  271 et 
Regirent  from  escaping  into  Cambodia.-  l/2d  Inf  was  lifted  into  LZ 
BLUE  (XT  668985)  where  Company  C  remained  to  secure  Battery  A,  2/33d 
Arty  which  was  lifted  into  the  LZ  at  0843H.  Companies  A  and  B  swept 
to  vie  XU  710031  where  the  -  remained  overnight.  One  VC  was  captured 
during  the  sweep.  1/28th  Inf ‘conducted  an  airmobile-  assault  on  LZ  GREEN 
(XT  6199)  then  swept  to  vie  X(J  660015.  Sporadic  sniper  fire  was  encoun¬ 
tered  and  one  VC  wae  killed  (BC)  vie  XU  605002.  2/l8th  Inf  initially 
searched  the  battle  area  then  at  1600H  the  battalion  conducted  an  air¬ 
mobile  '  assault  into  LZ  PINK  (XU  592025).  Headquarters  and  Company  G 
moved  to  overnight  positions  vie  XU  5891 09,  -  Company  B  vie  XU  590039, 
Company'  A  vie  XU  607019.  Company'  A  received  mortar  and  SA  fire  commencing 
at  about  'l  800  and  lasting  until  2020H  sustaining  six  KHA  and  15  WHA 
(Annex  A),  l/4th  Cav  (-)  linked  up  with  l/2d  Inf  (-)  vie  Objective 
SOCCER  (XT  674998)  where  they  remained  overnight.  Troop  C  moved  to 
L?  BLUE  and  joined  Company  C,  1/2d;Inf  securing  Battexy  A,  2/33d  Arty. 

'  ‘  ■  ■••.if..* 

,  3d  Brigade  CP ’remained  at  the  NUI'-'-BA  RA  airfield  with  2/28th  Inf. 
(■Sattery  B,  1/5th  Arty  moved  three' 'tUbeB  to  QUAN  L0I,  the  remaining  105 
Hdwitzer  and  personnel  were  secured  by  Company  B,  2/28th  Inf  vie  YU 

't 871331.  ■  •  :  ;  •  . 

1/1 8th  Inf  under  division  control . secured  engineer  element e  working 
on  the  MINH  THANH  airstrip. 


2  July  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


V. 


Division  Troops-  1  •  •  ;> 

2/l8th  Inf  0PC0N  1530H 
1st  Brigade 

'2/2d  Inf  0PC0N  1515H  f.-c* 

3d  Brigade  '»  •  '•  tyxtn.  o*.  . 

1/I6th  Inf  0PC0N  ' 

B/l /5th  Arty  •  •«*.»» 

•  '  •:  '  ■  ■  '■  •  ::'*•>!•  s',  s-;t  -• 

J''ist  Brigade  continued  search  and  blocking;  operations. west. -.’of  (lout^e 
13.  2/1  ah  Inf  (-)  was  attacked  at  0550H  by  3d  Battplipn,-,  2734  VC 
Regiment.1  Artillery  and  air  strikes,  were1  called  .in; with  the  Air  Force 
using  three  flights  of  Sky  Spot  in  close  air  support.  1  /28th  Inf  moved 
from  overnight1  position*  to  support  2/1  ah  '-Inf.,  -  <The.1two  battalions 
joined  'up'vahd  swept  -the'  defensive'  iposition-  after  ths.-VC.-.brdke  contact 
at  091 0H.: '  Results  of  the  battle  ’include  70  VCr.KlA./BC)*.  -  and  110  VC 
KIA  (Prob').‘;  2/l ah  Inf  was  extracted  to  QUAN  >L0I  and-  placed  under  0PC0N 
division  Ktv’1530H\  l/2ah'  Inf  swept  -north  to-, 'LZ., ROSE  (XU  '587025)  cap¬ 
turing  one  VC  'and  locating  severs!  fresh ‘graves,’  ‘Th^  battalion  remained 
oviirnight  at,  tZ  ROSE,  :  •  -V., 

1  ‘'1.  .'  r!  - 1  f--r  - 

l/2d  Inf  searched  the  woods  north  of  LZ  YET ,101-’  (XU  7202)  and  located 
11  VC  bodies,  one  ,50  cal  MG,  and  one  60mm  mortar.  At  1245  the  battalion 
was  lifted  from  LZ  YELLOW  to'-LZ:RED  (XU  657050).  The -battalion  (-) 
remained  overnight  at  RH)  with  Company  C  at  XT  666984. 

2/2d  Inf  was  returned  to  1st  Brigade  control  and  lifted  into  LZ 
PINK  (XU” 592025)  where  they  remained  overnight. 
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1/4th  Cav  (-)  with  an  ARVN  APC  troop  swept  to  LZ  ’•'HITE  (XU  657037) 
where  they  remained  overnight.  Troop  3  secured  LZ  RED  for  l/2d  Inf, 
conducting  reconnaissance  of  roads  and  trails  in  the  area  and  returned 
to  LZ  BLUE  to  remain  overnight. 


The  3d  Brigade  returned  to  the  LOC  NIMH  area  from  SONG  BE  with  2/28th 
Inf,  2/33d  Arty  (-),  Battery  C,  2/l3th  Arty. and  elements  of  Battery  B, 

1  /5th  Arty.  The  remainder  of  Battery  B,  1/5th  Arty  joined  the  brigade 
from  (XIAN  LOI.  1/1 6th  Inf  moved  from  LAI  KHE  and  joined  3d  Brigade 
elements  at  LOC  NINH.  Defensive  positions  around  the  airfield  were 
improved.- 

3  July  -  1st  Infantry  Division  forces  searched  and  swept  the  area 
east  of  2/l8th  Inf  contact,  and  patrolled  in  the  LOC  NINH  area.  ARVN 
and  CIDG  forces  continued  operations ■ in  close  cooperation  with  the 
division.  ' 

1st  Brigade  with  2/2d  Inf  in  the  south  and  2/28th  Inf  on  the  north 
swept  from  overnight 'positions  east  of  the  previous  day's  contact  area. 
Additional  graves  and/bodies  were  discovered  during  the  sweep.  2/2d  Inf 
remained  overnight  at  LZ  WHITE.  1/28th  Inf  returned  to  LZ  RED.  •  l/4th 
Cav  (-)  conducted  a  reconnaissance  from  LZ  -HITE  to  Objective  SOCCER 
(XT  677998)  with  negative  contact,  where  it  remained  overnight.  Two 
platoons  swept  from  LZ  BLUE  to  Route  13  vie  CAM  LE  Bridge  (XT  722972) 
which  they  secured  overnight .  One  platoon  remained  at  LZ  BLUE. 

3d  Brigade  airlifted  remaining  elements  from  SONG  BE  AO.  2/28th 
Inf  moved  Company  C  with  Battery  C,  2/l3th  Arty  overland  to  a  firing 
position  vie  XU  685066.  A  CIDG  company  joined  them  and  remained  over¬ 
night.  2/28th  Inf  (-)  and  l/l 6th  Inf  in  conjunction  with  2/9th  ARVN 
Regiment  and  CIDG  forces  secured  the  LOC  NINH  area. 

1  /l  8th  Inf  provided  security  for  engineers  working  on  the  MINH  THANH 
airfield  with  patrols  throughout  the  rubber  plantation.  There  was  no 
contact, 

2/1 8th  Inf  remained  at  QUAN  LOI  securing  the  division  CP  and  airfield. 


4  July  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


1st  Brigade  * 

2/1 8th  Inf  0PC0N  0800H 


;"'1  1st  Brigade  terminated  operations  west  of  Route  13.  1/2d  Inf  (-) 
secured  LZ' RED  for  1/28th  Inf  extraction  to  QUAN 'LOI  at  0940H.  1/2d  Inf 
(-)  moved 'to  LZ  WHITE  where  it  joined  1/4th  Cav  (-)  and  departed  for 
QUAN  LOI  at  1040H.  Both  elements  closed  QUAN  LOI  and  HON  QUAN  respec¬ 
tively  ty  1530H.  One  VC  was  captured  enroute.  Company  B,  1/2d  Inf  was 
lifted  from  LZ  BLUE  and  closed  ,QUAN  LOI  at  1 330H.  2/2d  Inf  moved  from 
LZ  WHITE  to  QUAN  LOI  by  helicopter. 

3d  Brigade  continued  search  And  destroy  operations  with  ARVN  and 
CIDG  forces  in  the  LOC  NINH  area.' '  Company  A,  2/28th  Inf  secured  an 
ACH-47  downed  due  to  mechanical  trouble  vi6  XU  697101.  Company  C  and 
^Battery  C,  2/13th  Arty  moved  to  a  new  firing  position  vie  XU  685064. 
Company  A,  1 /1 6th  Inf  swept  area  vie  XU  805067  with  negative  contact.  . 

*  l/l8th  Inf  continued  security  patfols  in  vie  MINH  THANH  airfield.  \ 
Five  VC  were  killed  (Prob)  in  a  fire  fight  at  1730H. 
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5  July  *•  1st  Infantry  Division  elements  continued  patrols  and  care 
and  maintenance  of  equipment  in  the  QUAN  LOI,  HON  QUAN,  LOG  NINH  areas. 

1st  Brigade  patrols  had  negative  contact, 

3d  Brigi-.ue  elements  provided  security  for  the  LOG  NINH  airstrip. 
Company  C,  ?/23ti  Inf  with  one  GILO  company  secured  the  .firing  position 
for  Battery  C,  2/1 3th  Arty  (XL'1 635064). 

1/1 8th  Inf  secured  engineers  working  at  MINH  THANH, 

6  July  -  Changes  .in  Task  Organization  ■  ■  . 

Division  Troops 

8/6th  Arty  $3,  •  .  •  ....  .  .. 

•  1st  Brigade 

.«•  ,Hq/l  /5th  Arty  {-)  DS  ■ 

A/l/5th  Arty  ....  •  ■  .  .....  . 

.  A/2/33d  Arty  Atch  1  /5th  Arty  (-)  ,  ; 

1st  Brigade  elements  defended  the  HON  QUAN,  QUAN  LOI, bases  with 
negative  contact, 

"  •  3d  Brigade  forces  end  9th  ARVN  elements  searched  the  LOC  NINH  AO.  . 
l/l6th  Inf  swept  along  Route.  13  south  to  XT  720986,  The  battalion, 
discovered  45  decomposed  VC  bodies  vie  XU  7200  believed  to  be  from  the 
30  June  battle.  The  recon  platoon  remained  overnight  vicinity  XU  723905 . 

y:\  1  /IRth  lnf  conducted  patrols  two  -  three  kilometers  from  the.  .MINH 
THANH  perimeter  and  provided  security  for  the.  engineer  elements  repairing 
the  airfield.  :  .  . ,. 

•  *  i\‘  ;»  ::  •  .V.'l  'V. 

7  July  -.  Operation  EL  PASO  Il.-continued  as  both  brigades  conducted  . 
local  . security  around  the  .base:  camps.,  and  prepared' for  future  operations 
along  MINH,  THANH  Road,,..,  ;.;•••  1 

•  i'3  ••  •  !, ; •  i,  •  , 

1st  Brigade. began  moving  2/2d  Inf  in,  small  units  by  helicopter  to 
MINH -THANH,  8/6th  Arty  .(-)  wa3  escorted  to.  Artillery  Base  I  (XT  709815) 
by  Company  B,.  2/2d  Inf  where  both,  elements  remained  overnight,.  A.dece po¬ 
tior  plan  was  released  placing  future  division  operations  in  tjie  CON 
TRANQ  area;  '  •  .; ,  •  ...  ......  .•  ....... 

3d  Brigade  continued  to  defend  the  LOC  NINH  area  in  conjunction  vdth 
ARVN  and  CIDG  forces.  '  1/l6th.  Inf  swept  southeast,  to  vio  XU  750020  and, 
back  to  LOG' NJNH  with  negative -.contact, 

2/28th  Inf  conducted  a  company  size  airmobile  assault  around  the 
village  XU  712152,  Company  .A  searched  the  village  and  a  patrol  engaged 
five  VC  vie  XU  7Q7147,  killing  two  (Prob).  Company  B  and  one  CIDG 
company  secured  Battery  C,  2/13tjh  Arty  vie  XU  685064. 

8  July  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

'  '  ■ 

1 st  Brigade 

1/16th  Inf  QPC0N  1635H 

1  at  Infantry  Division  continued  Operation  EL  PASO  ,li  with  elements 
conducting  care  and  maintenance  and  preparation  for  future  operations. 

The  deception  plan  continued  in  the  SRCK  CON  TRANG  area,  B-52  strikes 
and  numerous  reconnaissance,  flights  were  conducted,  and  artillery  H&I 
fires  increased.  Artillery: concentrations  were  plotted  and  LZ 's  planned 
along  MINH  THANH  Road.  •  ■>  •' 
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1st  Brigade  continued  prepositioning  of  elements  for  operations  along 
MINH  THANH  Hoad.  2/2d  Inf  completed  infiltration  to  MINH  THANH  by  heli¬ 
copter  and  assisted  1/I8th  Inf  in  securing  the  airstrip.  Company  B,  l/2d 
Inf  continued  to  secure  8/6th  Arty  (-)  at  Artillery  Base  I,  while  Company 
C  with  Headquarters,  1/5th  Arty  and  Battery  C,  l/7th  Arty  moved  to/and 
established  Artillery  Base  II  vie  XT  770780.  l/4th  Cav  (-'  provided 
convoy  security  for  a  1  /28th  Inf  move  to  vie  NHA  TROUNG  -  MINH  DUC 
(XT  734817).  Company  B,  l/28th  Inf  continued  on  to  Artillery  Base  I 
to  assist  with  security.  l/4th  Cav  (-)  returned  to  HON  QUAN.  2/l8th 
Inf  remained  at  QUAN  LOI  and  patrolled  the  area  with  negative  contact. 

1/1 6th  Inf  moved  from  LOC  NINH  to  QUAN  LOI  and  was  placed  under  OPCON 
1st  Brigade. 

3d  Brigade  moved  Battery  C,  2/13th  Arty  and  Company  B,  2/2 8th  Inf 
from  a  forward  base  bdek  to  LOC  NINH.  2/28th  Inf  secured  the  LOC  NINH 
airfield  with  negative  contact. 

9  July  -  Charges  in  Task  Organization 

Division  Troops 

2/l8th  Inf  OPCON 
1st  Brigade 

■  1/1 8th  Inf  OPCON  0600H 

The  1st  Infantry  Division  conducted  a  carefully  planned  reconnaissance 
along  tlse  MINH  THANH  Road  to  lure  VC  forces  into  preplanned  artillery 
fires  and  air  strikes-.  Forces  remained  on  alert  to  be  lifted  into  pre¬ 
planned  LZ's. 

.1 /4th  Cav  (-)  with  Company  B,  l/2d  Inf  attached  departed  HON  QUAN 
for  MINH  THANH  at  0720K  conducting  reconnaissance  by  fire  as  it  moved. 

At  1048  an  airborne  FAC  observed  VC  vie  XT  675738.  Artillery  fire3  were 
called  in  and  Air  Force  aircraft  on  alert  for  the  operation  were  called. 
The  cavalry  TF  continued  to  move  and  at  1115  became  heavily  engaged  by 
SA,  Aw,  recoilless  rifle  and  mortar  fire  from  the  entrenched  VC.  Artil¬ 
lery  and  air  support  continued,  and  the  cavalry  elements  returned  fire 
with  organic  weapons.  1/28th  Inf  was  lifted  into  an  LZ  northeast  of  the 
contact  (XT  -6975).  2/2d  Inf  moved  by  foot  from  MINH  THANH  to  LZ  4  south 
of  the  contact  (XT  685715).  l/l8th  Inf  moved  from  MINH  THANH  and  attacked 
from  southwest  along  the  north  side  of  MINH  THANH  Road.  The  battalion 
became  engaged  with  a  VC  blocking  force  at.1500H  vie  XT  665741.  1  /1 6th 
Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  an  LZ  NC  vig  XT  6878  then  moved 
and  blocked  northwest  of  the  contact  vie  XT  645766,  1/4th  Cav  (-)  was 
resupplied  by  Sn  ARVN  APC  troop  from.  HON  QUAN,  while  other  ARVN  elements, 
at  CHON  THANH  and  LX  NINH  were  prepared  to  assist.  A3  the  VC  forces 
attempted  to  flee  to  the  north,  2/2d  Inf  was  lifted  from  LZ  4  and  lifted 
to  LZ  NC  and  moved  southeast  2X0  meters  to  a  blocking  position.  The  VC 
broke  contact  about  1330H  and  1st  Infantry  Division  elements  began  con¬ 
solidating  overnight  positions.  At  darkness  1 60  VC  bodies  had  been 
counted  with  seven  VC  captured.  The  ,VC  force  wa3  identified  as  the  272d 
Regiment  recently  reconstituted  with  elements  from  the  NVA.  The  Air 
Force  supported  the  operation  with  96  sorties  and  with  the  artillery 
continued  firea  on  suspected :VC  escape  routes.  2/2d  Inf  and  l/l6th 
Inf  remained  in  their  blocking  positions  overnight.  l/l8th  Inf  remained 
vie  XT  665741.  1/28th  Inf  withdrew  to  a  RON  location  vie  XT  665742, 
while  l/4th  Cav  (-)  moved  Troop  B  to  vie  XT  664737  and  Troop  C  to  vie 
XT  691750  to  RON.  •: 

During  the  contact  l/2d  Inf  (-)  secured  Artillery  Bases  I  and  II 
while  2/1 8th  Inf  secured  the  QUAN  LOI  area  and  remained  on  alert  as  the 
division  RRF. , 
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3d  Brigade  and  2 /28th  Inf  conducted  trail  security  patrols  vie  IOC 
NINH  airiield  without  contact.  2/2d  Inf  moved  from  QUAN  LOI  to  LAI  KHE 
by  air  and  came  under  3d  Brigade  control  at  1? 22  hours. 

8/6th  Arty  (-)  and  Battery  A,  l/5th  Arty  moved  by  road  from  XT  710817 
to  AN  LOC,  closing  at  1115  hours. 


13  July  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 
2d  Brigade 

'  1/I6th  Inf- OPCON  0700H 

1/1 8th  Inf  OPCON  0700H 
1 /28th  Inf  OPCON  0700H 
1 /4th  Cav  (-)  OPCON  0700H 
B/l/7th  Arty  (DS)  1520H 
1st  Brigade  detch  07'OH 
1/2d  Inf  detch  2000H 

Operation  EL  PASO  moved  into  PHASE  III.  The  2d  Brigade  CP  closed 
QUAN  LOI  at  1520  hours. 


The  3d  Brigade  continued  to  secure  the  LOC  NINH  airfield.  The  1st 
Brigade  terminated  its  participation  in  PHASE  II  at  0700  hours. 

The  2d  Brigade  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  defense  of  QUAN  LOI, 
MINH  THANH,  and  AN  LOC.  Reconnaissance  patrols  and  search  and  destroy 
operations  were  conducted  without  contact. 


The  3d  Brigade  continued  to  secure  the  LOC  NINH  airfield  and  con¬ 
ducted  local  patrols. 

14  July  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

i  ' 1  * 

.  2d  Brigade 

1/1 6th  Inf  detch  1700H 
‘  j  '  '  2/1 6th  Inf  atch  0921 H 

3d  Brigade  Hq  detch  1300H  (TAC  CP  remains  LOC  NINH) 
A/2/33d  Arty  detch  1620H 

2d  Brigade  repositioned  forces  for  future  operations,  conducted 
patrols  .within  the  TAOR  and  conducted  care  and  maintenance.  1/1 6th  Inf 
was  airlifted  from  QUAN  LOI  to  LAI  KHE  and  attached  to  3d  Brigade  at 
1200  hours.  2/1 6th  Inf  was  airlifted  from  LAI  KHE  to  QUAN  LOI  and 
attached  2d  Brigade  0921 . 

3d  Brigade  moved  its  headquarters  by  air  to  LAI  KHE  at  1300  hours. 
The  brigade  TAC  CP  and  2/28th  Inf  remained  at  LOC  NINH,  securing  the 
airfield  in  conjunction  with  ARVN  and  CIDG  forces. 


15  July  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

3d  Brigade  TAC  CP  detch  131  OH 
2/28th  Inf 

2d  Brigade  conducted  extensive  patrols  to  south,  west,  and  north  of 
QUAN  LOI.  1/1 8th  Inf  moved  by  air  from  MINH  THANH  to  LOC  NINH  and  assumed 
responsibility  for  the  perimeter  at  1200  hours., 

3d  Brigade  TAC  CP  and  2/28th  Inf  moved  by  air  from  LOC  NINH  to  LAI 
KHE  eloping  at  13,10  hours,  .  J  . 

.  Battery  ,C,  .2/33d  Arty  was  airlifted  from'  MINH  THANK  to  LOC  NINH. 

vf  *'  i.  .  •  • ,  *  . 
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!6  July  ■*  Changes  in  Task  Organization 


2d  Brigade 

8/1 /5th  Arty  (DS) 
Hq/2/33d  Arty  detch 
B/l/5th  Arty  detch 
C/2/l 3th  Arty  detch 
Hq/1 /5th  Arty  detch ' 


Extensive  day  and  night  patrols  were  conducted  without  contact. 

Troop  C,  1  /4th  Cav  (-)  conducted,  a  mounted  patrol  in-the  rubber  plant  a-., 
tion  three  -  seven  kilometers  west  of  AN  LOC. 


17  duly  -  Extensive  patrols  were  conducted  in  the  AN  LOC  -  QUAN  LOi - 
E0G/>NiNH  area1  with' negative  contact,  .: 

'  "■(  ' :  ■  ■  1  -:N  ,••>!  a  if,'  ■  •-  ■  ■.'<[;  ‘  i'i'i  f;j:<  x 

rsn,:,  varjciiy  y  2d  ^Brigade.  condueted:-a.  road  iclparing  op^yp^ifth.  £ro®- AN.  LQC 
Aling  Bouti  '1'3 , to;  ;3fT'  765745. :  TF  HATHAWAYr.  :'2/l.6t ji-.^nf c  iy  )oWagr reinforg^d 
by  ond^Iffi-'Iccitepanyi  a  US/ARVN  engineer-detachment,  an$  3/3;$i|Q&X- (Af®1,).;/ 
moved  to  repair  the  bridge  at  XT  7657.5  and  closed  back  to  AN  LOC  at 
1700  hour e.  . \.  j  yy 


TF  LEWANEi  1/4th  Cav  (-)  was  reinforced  with  Companies  A  and  C, 
2/l6th  Inf  and  assisted;  TF  HATHAWAY, on  the  operation.^?, pecurp.^ute  13 
and  repair  the  bridge. 

,  •'  !•  •••  -  •,  •  ■  •.  .  ni-.if'Ki  ' 

l/28th  Inf  defended  QUAN  LOI  and  served  as  brigade  RRF. 


19  July  -  2d  Brigade  conducted. extensive  patrols  in  the  AOs,{,.-. 

1  nr..-;..-  .  . 

20  July  -  Operation  SAN  DIEGO/EL  PASO  III,  was  postponed  due  to  adverse 
flying,  weather.  The  plan  called  for  TF!s  LEh'ANE  apd  HATHAWAY  to  open 
Route  13  from  AN  LOC  to  Bench  Mark  69  (XT  766745).,  A  combined  US/ARVN 
engineer  detachment  would  repair  the  road.  In  addition  to  normal,,  local 
security  of  the  QUAN  LOI  -  AN  LOC  -  LOC  NINH  perimeter.  Company  C,  1/1 8th 
Inf  (-)  conducted  a  Joint1  search  and  destroy  operation  with  2/9th  ARVN 

(-)  north  of  LOC  NOffl  to  NHA  THRONG. 


21  July  -  The  2d  Brigade  forces  conducted  local  search  and  destroy 
operations  and  extensive  platoon  and  company-sized  patrols, 

22  July  -  2d  Brigade  conducted  Operation  S^N  DI£GO/EL.  £ASQ  .III,,  .a 

ROADRUNNER  operation  along  Route;  13  south  of  AN  LQC.  •*,  ..  ... 


TF'a  LEJ'ANE  and  HATHAWAY  cleared  Route  13  from  AN  LOC  to  line  LONDON 
(XT  767757).  Each  task  force  consisted  of  US  infantry  and  cavalry  per¬ 
sonnel.  One  company  from  1/9th  ARVN  Inf  and  3/1 st  Cav  (ARVN)  participated 
withi'TF- HATHAWAY,.  •  Engineer  elements  made  road  repairs  at  LONDON  and 
both  task  forces  closed  AN  LOC  without  contact. 

r,-<-''23'’Juily  :rriPatrol8:were...«pnducted  from.. the  .perlffletera;,^  .ANIXIC,-  QUAN 
LOI  ji‘ LOC  NINH  without  dontaot  .  Company  A/  1/l8thlnf  jsjn^rounded  J^he 
Village  of  HINH  THANH  (XU  7608)  at  0500  hours  for  District  and  ARVN 
forces  to.  aearch'at  first  light, 

1  ...  .ictii#  <«.  7,’.  ..;  •: -i, t.j.r  ,■ 

.1  .'.0,1 24  'July  ^‘Extensive  patrolling  was  conducted  from  ba?#, capps,  .The 
Counterattack  plan Jf or  AN  LOC  and  LOC  NINH  was  rehoused,,  ........  .  • 

:  (W" 1  •.  ■  .  1 

25  July  -  Ten  platoon-sized  and  three  company- si zed  patrola  were  con¬ 
ducted  from  the  QUAN  LOI  -  LOC  NINH  perimeters  without  contact.  2/28th 
Inf  conducted  Eagle  Flights  in  conjunction  ,withut/4te.hi.Ctfiy;  (-).  •  ..... 

'  1  •  '  l.i'1'  k  rr'jro  ■■  •  1  ■ 
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26  July  -  At  1940  hours,  an  ambush  patrol  from  l/l8th  Inf  received 
mail  arms  firs  from  an  unknown  number  of  VC  at  XU  766076.  No  casualties 
were  sustained  and  contact  was  broken  at  2000  hours. 

27  July  —  Extensive  patrolling  was  conducted  in  the  QUAN  LOI  and  LOC 
NINH  areas.  A  Joint  US/ARVN  cordon  and  search  operation  was  conducted. 
Company  C  1  /28th  Inf  moved  from  overnight  position  and  sealed  the  Vii-Lage 
of  TRA  THANH  (XU  770084).  The  cordon  was  in  position  at  0400  when  it 
received  small  arms  fire  from  two  VC  who  fled  back  into  TRA  THANH.  At 
0730  a  platoon  from  1/4th  Cav  and  one  ARVN  company  searched  the  village 
and  apprehended  two  female  VCS. 

28  July  -  At  0200,  2/1 6th  Inf  (-)  passed  through  l/2Rth  Inf  .portion 
of  the  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  and  surrounded  and  hamlet  of  PHU  KIENG  fXT 
790912).  At  0630  a  platoon  from  1 /4th  Cav  and  one  ARVN  company  searched 
the  hamlet  with  negative  ’■esults.  Extensive  patrolling  was  conducted 
from  all  perimeters. 

/  29  July  -  Extensive  patrols  were  conducted  without  contact.  The  Kecon 

Platoon,  1 /l 8th  Inf  commenced  a  two  day  operation  in  conjunction  with  a 
CIDG  company.  Two  VCS  were  apprehended. 

•  .■'•  30  July  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

fV,  .  2d  Brigade 

1/28th  Inf  detch  061 5H 

Security  of  AN  LOC  -  QUAN  LOI  -  LOC  NINH  continued  without  contact. 

2/l  6th  Inf  (-)  assumed  responsibility  for  the  QUAN  IQI  perimeter  with 
the  extraction  l/28th  Inf  at  061$  hours. 

31  July  -  Change  in  Task  Organization 

[■■■  ■■■'•.'  2d  Brigade 

•  ,  1/28th  Inf  0PC0N  1310H 

,  A  ROADRUNNER  operation  was  oonductad  by  TF  LEV7ANE  (1/4th  Cav  (-), 

•  C/2/1 6th  Inf)  along  Route  13  to  CAM  LE  Bridge  (XT- 722973).  No  contact 

was  mads -and  the  TF  returned  to  AN  LOC  without  contact. 

l/28th  Inf  was  airlifted  from  LAI  KHE  to  QUAN  LOI.  Upon  closure  at 
1310,  the  battalion  assumed  responsibility  for  their  portion  of.  the  QUAN 
LOI  perimeter, 

•  -1  August  -  5  August  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

u\-  ,  2/1 6th  Inf  detch  for  period  of  Operation  CHEYENNE 

1/I8th  Inf  . 

1/4th  Cav 

!.-•  ■  *  B/2/33d  Arty  detch  1 640H 

■  The  2d  Brigade  continued  extensive: patrolling  and  redeployed  forces 
for  Operation  CHEYENNE.  2d"  Bn,  16  th  Inf  seoured  the  portion  of  QUAN  LOI 
perimeter  and  conducted  patrola  out  to  a:  distance  cf  3000  meters  to  the 
east.  The  LRRP  made  contact  with  four  VC  vie  XT  658836,  but  the  VC  fled, 
leaving  a  US  carbine  and  an  unidentified  small  arm. 

1st  Bn,  18th  Inf  moved  from  LOC  NINH  by  air,  closing  QUAN  LOI  at  1823. 

■  -let  Bn,  28th  Inf  conducted  two  company- si zed  patrols  6000  meters  west 
and  south  of- QUAN  LOI.  .  -••• 

i'v  CONFiDZ^rifyL 
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TF  OiVJANE  consisting  of  one  platoon  each  of  cavalry  and  infantry 
conducted  a  recon  patrol  6000  Deters  southwest  of  AH  LQC. 

2  August  -  1st  Bn,  28th  Inf  secured  the  QUAN  LOI  -  AN  LOC  complex  and 
conducted  two  company-sized  patrols  north  and  south  of  QUAN  LOI.  The 
remaining  brigade  forces  were  deployed  in  support  of  Operation  CHEYENNE. 

3  August  -  1st  Bn,  26th  Inf  continued  to  secure  QUAN  LOI  -  AN  LOC 
complex , 

4  August  -  '''ith  the  passage  of  the  AH VI.'.  resupply  convoy  from  the  2d 
Brigade  Operation  CHEYENNE  AO,  forces  were  redeployed  to  QUAN  LOI  -.AN 
LOC  complex,.  2/l6th  Inf  and  B  Troop,  1  /4th  Cav  moved  to  QUAN  LOI. ' . 

•1/1 6th  Inf  also  returned  to  QUAN  LOI.  Six  VC  were  engaged  by  a.  gunship 
■  at  XT  792792  with  undetermined  results. 

5  August  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

•  .  2/l8th  Inf  OPCON  1541  H>  ‘.  •  r‘, 

l/4th  Cav  (-•)  detch  •  ■  ... , 

C/1 /4th  Cav  ‘  '  1  ' 


■  With  reports  of  alleged  attacks  on  LOC  NINH  (XU  742132)  by  the  101st 
NVA  Regiment,  the  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  was  moved,  from  LAI  KHE  to  IOC  NINH  and 
coining  under  OPCON  2d  Brigade  upon  closure  at  1541  hours.  Company  0, 

-  2/l  8th  Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  12,  CHEROKEE  (XU  742062) 
and  secured  it  for  arrival'  of  a  platoon  of  the  light  Assault  Artillery 
Battery.  The  battalion  (-)  secured  the  LOC  NINH  airfield.  2/l  6th  Inf 
(-),  1/1 8th  Inf,  and  l/28th  Inf  secured  the  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  and  con- 
'  ducted  extensive  patrols.  •  •  . 

Task  Force  MEEKS,  consisting  of  8/6th  Arty  (-),  C  Company,  2/l6th 
Inf,  B  Troop,  i/4th  Cav  and  A  Battery,  l/5tfc  Arty  moved  from  AN  LOC  to 
a  forward  artillery  base  at  XT  721972  to  support  forces  at  LOG  NINH. 


6  August  -  All  battalions  continued  their  missions  of  security  for 

the  AN  LOC  -  QLJAN  LOI  -  LOC  NINH  bases.-  Eight  .platoon-sized  recoh  pat¬ 
rols  were  conducted  without  contact,,  Three  JLRIJft's  were  inserted  into 
AO's  and  closed  back  tpi  QUAN  LOI  .without, ■  ;.Cpe  platoon,  2/l.8th 

Inf  reinforced  by  a  engineer  squad  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into 

■  !an  LZ  vie  XU  71 1 1 90 ; and ' cratered rRoute  13  tc  deny  its  use  to  VC  vehicles 
moving  South.  .":?J  ro  CVV.  IT: 

.  :  -•••••  vnfo  i.ocu:j  «.«,  ]-,v»  .rrU  .ok  .4WC, 

7  August  -  2d.Brigadeceontinue4'.to  eepuFe:QUAN.ripi;;anc1(10C  NINH^ 
Extensive1  patrolling  totthe-we^  ,<?p  AN  LOG.iproduqe^.  ipp, .significant.  \ 
results. 

■  8  AUgust-^-ChangesyinrTask  Organization  .,  s .  ,.r-. 

■■:n'b  '-:\j !<,•  •••.  *:U(J  bj ,;■■■■■.. >«  •■><, 

1  /28th  Inf  detch  1930H  '  " 


■  2d  Brigade  continued  to  secure,  the  QUAN- LQ1. and, , LQC , NINH-  airfields 
and  to^conduct  recon  petrols  withinrtha.TAOR.f  j."l/l 8th '  Inf  (-)  assumed 
responsibility  for  the  1  /28th  Inf  sector  of  the  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  when 
the  latter  was  extracted  to  PHUOC  VINH..’ 1  r  r.\  * 

"•  ‘  •  '  ’  •  ••>*•*!  f9  pi-',  %•;,  -  • 

••  9  August  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization  •  •  •• 


•  1/1 8th  Inf  detch  0942H  returned  to  CAMP  COX 
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Reconnaissance  and  night  combat  patrols  were  conducted  southwest  of 
AN  LOC.  2/1 6th  Inf  assumed  responsibility  for  the  defense  of  QUAN  LOI 
at  0942  with  the  extraction  of  1/1 8th  Inf.  LRRP  Team  Red  sighted  a  VC 
squad  using  dogs  vie  XT  720777.  Company  C,  2/1 6th  Inf  (-  one  platoon) 
displaced  with  0  Btry,  8/6th  Arty  to  AN  IOC. 

10  August  -  2/1 8th  Inf  (-)  extracted  from  LOC  NINH  to  QUAN  LOI  closing 
at  2000  hours.  One  company  remained  at  LOC  'filNH.  The  Light  Assault 
Artillery  was  extracted  and  returned  to  QUAN  LOI  at  1100  hours.  All 
patrol  activity  was  conducted  without  contact, 

11  Aiigust  -  The  remainder  of  2/1 8th  Inf  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  0700. 


12  August  -  Patrols  were  conducted  to  the  northeast,  southeast,  and 
west  of  QUAN  LOI.  Company  A,  2/1 8th  Inf  moved  to  the  AN  LOC  airstrip 
and  acted  as  a  RRF  for  an  ARVN  operation  to  northwest  of  QUAN  LOI. 

13  August  -  2d  Brigade  continued  to  secure  the  QUAN  LOI  -  AN  LOC 
complex.  Patrols  were  conducted  to  the  north,  east,  and  west  of  QUAN  .. 

LOI. 

Company  C,  2/1 6th  Inf  and  two  platoons  of  B  Troop  were  attached  to 
TF  HcGaCFFERT  to  provide  security  for  movement  to  a  forward  artillery  base 
vio  IT  705818. 

14  August  -  2/1 6th  Inf  and  2/1 8th  Inf  conducted  patrols  to  northeast 

and  southwest  of  QUAN  LOI  respectively.  A  two  platoon  infantry/cavalry 
patrol  conducted  a  route  recon  northwest  of  AN  LOC.  One  platoon  escorted 
an  engineer  work  detail  to  the  CAM  L£  Bridge.  All  activities  were  con¬ 
cluded  without  incidents  or  contact.  , 

.15  August  -  At  0940  hours  Company  A,  2/l8th  Inf  began  a  helibome 
assault  into  the  MINH  THANH  area  and  was  Joined  by  a  platoon  of  light 
Assault  Artillery  and  B  Btry,  1/7th  Arty.  Extensive  patrolling  was 
conducted  around  QUAN  LOI,  AN  LOC,.  and  MINH  THANH  with  negative  contact. 

.1 6  August  -  Units  conducted  patrols  in  the  QUAN  LOI,  AN  LOC,  and 
MINH  THANH  areas. 

17  August  -  Reconnaissance  patrols  were  conducted  in  all  directions 
from  the  QUAN  LOI  perimeter.  Forces  at  MINH  THANH  returned  by  air  to 
QUAN  LOI,  closing  at  1658  hours. 

Teem  CHARLIE.. (Compary  C,  2/l6th  Inf,  B  Troop,  l/4th  Cav)  conducted  a 
route  reconnaissance  along  Route  13  from  AN  LOC  to  DUC  VINH  (XT  763816) 
and  secured  and  area  for  MEDCAP  teams  operations.  At  1040,  an  infantry/ 
cavalry  team  Was  dispatched  to  TAN  KHAI  (XT; 767765)  to  eliminate  a 
reported  VC  tax  collection  point.  No  contact  was  made  and  the  team 
returned  to  AN  LOC  at  1215  hours. 


18  August  -  In  addition  to  extensive  patrolling  around  the  base  at 
QJAN  LOI,  six  LRRP's  were  inserted  into- LZ 's  11  kilometers  to  northwest 
of  AN  LOC.  There  was  no  contact  in  the  brigade  TAOR, 


19  August  -  2d  Brigade  commenced  Operation  BURLINGTON  to  repair  the 
TAU  0  Bridge  (XT  765729).  Team  CHARLIE  departed  AN  LOC  at  0934  hours  and 
secured  Position  CHARLIE,  two  kilometers  north  of  the  TAU  0  Bridge. 
Company  A,  2/1 6th  Inf  secured  a  forward  arty  base  southwest  of  AN  LOC 
from  which  8/6th  Arty  (-)  fired  a  preparation  on  LZ  BLUE  (XT  781729). 
Following  the  preparation,  Recor.  Platoon,  2/1 6th  Inf,  landed  on  LZ  BLUE 
end  secured  it  for  the  landing  of  B  Company  at  1120  hours.  The  bridge 
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c  was  secured  by  1225  hours  and  elements  of  E  Company,  1st  Engr  Bn. 
completed  the  repairs  by  1 645  and  were  extracted.  Team  CHAM JF,  displaced 
t  the  artillery  base  and  relieved  A  Company,  which  closed  QUAN  LOI  at 
1930.  Company  3  was  extracted  at  1748,  leaving  one  platoon  at  LZ  BLUE. 

.":/l iith  Inf  provided  the  brigade  RRF  and  conducted  patrols  to  north,  west, 
arid  south  of  V!'1N  LOI. 

20  August  -  Changes  in  Task  Organization 

2/l  0th  Inf  OPCON  3d  Brigade  LAI  KHE- 121 7H 

Operation  BURLINGTON  terminated  at  1126  hours  with  the  return  of  the 
forces  from  the  artillery  base  and  the  platoon  from  LZ  BLUE.  Patrols 
were  conducted  around  the  perimeter  at  QUAN  LOI  and.  All  LOC  without 
contact . 

2/1 8th  Inf  was  airlifted  from  QUAN  LOI  to  LAI  KHE,  closing  at  1217 
hours  arid  immediately 'carae1  under  OPCON  3d  Brigade.  ■  -- 

21  August  -  2/l 6th  Inf  (-)  conducted  squad  size  search  and  destroy 
patrols  in  four  consecutive  areas,  using  helicopters  between  areas. 

Team’  CHARLIE  (Company  C,  2/1 6th  Inf  (-)  -and  B  Troop,  i /4th  Cav  (-)) 
•conducted  route  reconnaissance  north,  west,  ‘and  south  of  AN  LOC.  Nega¬ 
tive  contact  was  reported  during  the -day.': 

22  August  -  The  2d  Brigade  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  QUAN 
LOI  -  AN  LOC  area.  Extensive  patrolling  was  conducted  with  negative 

'  contact  ^  ' 

23  August  -  2/1 6th  Inf  (-)  continued  to  defend  QUAN  LOI.  Patrols  were 
dispatched  to 'the  north,  northwest,  west,  and  south  and  all  returned 
without  contact.  '  Tis/am  CHARLIE  provided: a  RRF  for  ARVN  foroes  ?onduoting 

a  road  clearing  operation  from  AN  LOC  to. -LOC  NINH.  .  ~ ;r.  & 

24  August'-  The  1st  Brigade  assumed  responsibility  of  Operation 
EL  PASO  at  1305  hours  and  established  .a  forward  CP  at  QUAN' LOI ior^dii 
Brigade  moved  its  CP  to  CAMP  COX. 

2/l  6th  Inf  (-)  continued  to  provide  security  for  QUAN  LOI;  and'  :d$S~ 

,  patched  patrols  to  the  west,  north,  and  east  of  the  base  camp,  :k.I  earn 
4CHARLIE  secured  the  AN  LOC  airstrip  and  conducted  route  reconnaissance 
south  and  west  of  AN  LOC.  ' 

25  -  27'  'August  -  2/1 6th  Inf  continued  to  secure  the  QUAN  LOI  -  AN  LOC 
area..  PatrolS'ritfere  conducted  with  negative  contact. 

jXaj  f*  \ouv,  .•  ■  .  , 

■  •■-28' AugfaBt^i  Changes  in'  Tairit  Organization  ‘i:'"’  "  * 

j  :»  ..  > •'«*••+  f.JIk  T.<V!;IT».C  .  .  . 

Hq  1st  Brigade  detch  121  OH 

(1 Hq  2d  Brigade1  at  ch  121  OH 

: ur  ‘  The  3<i  Brigade  assumed  OPCON  dfi!.the'''ELrPASO‘  fifbA  at  1210  and  the  1st 
,-Brigade  was  extracted  to  PHUOC  VINHv' ‘'•IacaiKpatrcIa-were  conducted' 
around  the  AN  LOC  -  QUAN  LOI  perirtetert frith-'hegAtiW'Contact . 

29  -  31  August  -  3d  Brigade  continued  Operation  EL  PASO  in  the  QUAN 
LOI  -  AN  LOC  area.  Patrols  were  conducted  with  negative  contact. 


•  1  -  2  September  -  3d  Brigade  continued  the. defcf.se  of  the  QUAN  LOI  - 
AN  LOC  complex  by  conducting  local  patrols.  :  A 

■•U!.  r 

3  September  -  Operation  EL  PASO  terminated,  at  1200'hcnrputohen  the 
3d  Brigade  forward  CP  was  withdrawn  from  QUAN  LOI. 
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8.  SUPPORTING  FORCES: 

a.  Artillery:  (Sea  at  Annex  Q) 

b.  Signal: 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

Hq  121st  Sig  Bn 
A  Co 
B  Co 
'  C  Co 

1st  Fwd  Sig  Plat 
2d  Fwd  Sig  Plat 
3d  Fwd  Sig  Plat 

(2)  '  How  and  When  Employed:  The  battalion  provided  •  VHF,  HF,  and  FM 
radio,  and  secure  on-line  teletype  service  to  an  Advance  Division  TOC, 
1st,  2d,  and  3d  Brigades  Forward,  and  Division  Artillery  Forward. 

(3)  Concept  of  Operations: 


LTC  R.  R.  Curington 
CPT  Pierce  A.  Ruston  Jr. 
CPT  Gary  Hawley 
CPT  Alan  R.  Wild 


(a)  In  order  to  meet  VHF  conmuni cations  required  for  area  of 
operation,  heavy  reliance  was  placed  on  VHF  nadio  relay.  All  circuitry 
for  Division  Rear  to  Division  Forward  was  relayed  through  121st  Signal 
Battalion  VHF  relay  site  at  NUI  BA  DEN  mountain  and  'Division  Artillery 
located  at  PHU  LOI,  • 

(b)  To  provide  support  for  Division  Forward,  121st  Signal  Bat¬ 
talion  displaced  two  AN/MRC-69's  for  VHF  communications,  one  AN/MGC-1 7 
for  secure  communication  center  facilities,  one  AN/GRC-46  for  secure 
radio  teletype  operation  in  Division  Operations  Net,  and  one  AN/VRC-47 
for  FM  radiowire  integration. 

.(c);  In  support  of  1st  Brigade,  displaced  one  AN/MRC-34J  for  VHF 
conmuni cations. 

(d)  In  support  of  2d  Brigade,  displaced  one  AN/MRC-34^  for  VHF 
conmunications  and  one  AN/GRC-46  for  radio  (AM)  communications  in  Division 
Operations  Net. 

(e)  In  support  of  3d  Brigade,  displaced  one  AN/GRC-46  for  radio 
conmunications  in, the  Division  Operations  Net, 

(4)  Execution:  '■ 

(a)  Company  C  was  tasked  with  the'  mission  of  nroviding  communi¬ 
cations  support  for  the  Division  Forward,  Forward  Logistical  Base  Elements, 
and  Division  Artilleiy  Forward,  to  order  to  accomplish  this  mission. 
Company  C  displaced  personnel  and  equipment  at  AN  LOC,  QUAN  LOI  and  LAI 

khe.  "■  '  • 


'  1_.  On  7  June  1966  Company  C  began  to  move  communication  equip¬ 

ment  into  AN  LOC  to  provide  communication  for  elements  of  Division 
Artilleiy  Forward.  Major  items  of  equipment  displaced  were: 


•  EQUIPMENT  ■' 

QUANTITY 

PURPOSE 

AN/)©C-69 

2  ea 

Provide  48  VHF  channels  for 
Division  Forward  and  Division 
Rear  telephone  service 

■ 
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EQUIPMENT 

QUANTITY 

PURPOSE 

AN/grc-46 

1  ea 

Division  Net  #2  (Ratt  Intel) 

SB/66 

1  ea 

Local  and  trunk  switching  for 
all  elements  at  AN  LOC 

2.  On  8  June  1966  communication  equipment  and  team  members 
were  airlifted  into  QUAN  LOI  to  provide  communication  support  for 
Lt.vi.8ion  Forward  elements.  Major  items  of  equipment  displaced  were: 

EQUIPMENT 

•'  QUANTITY 

'  PURPOSE 

AN/MEC-09 

2  ea 

48  VHF  channels  for  Division 
Forward  elements 

AN/GRC-46  ' 

1  ea 

Division  Net  #2  (Ratt  Intel  Net) 

AN/kTC-7  and 
SB/61 1 

1  ea 

To  provide  local  and  trunk 
switching- service  for  all 
elements  at  QUAN  LOI 

2.,  On  27  July  1966,  the  following  items  of  signal  equipment 
were  convoyed  to  LAI  KHE  to  provide  communications  support  for  Division 
Forward  elements  moving  from  QUAN  LOI  to  LAI  KHE.  Major  items  of  equip¬ 
ment  displaced  were: 

EQUIPMENT 

QUANTITY 

PURPOSE 

AN/MRC-34J 

,  .'  '*  •: 

■  '  1 :  ea  ' 

12  VHF  channels  for  Division 
Forward  elements 

an/mrc-69 

1  ea 

24  VHF  channels  for  Division 
Forward 

SB/611  and 
AN/MTC-3 

1  ea 

•j-  1  ■' 

Provide  local  and  trunk  switch¬ 
ing  for  all  elements  at  QUAN  LOI 

AN/GHC-26 

1  ea 

Provice  secure  Ratt  for  units 
in  area  and  back-up  for 
communications  center  teletype 

AN/MGC-1 7 

1  ea 

Provide  communication  service 

for  all  units  at  QUAN  LQI 


(b)  Company  B  was  tasked  with  the  mission  of  providing  communi¬ 
cation  support  for  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  Brigades,  The  company  was  also 
given  the.  responsibility  of  providing  personnel  and  equipment  for.  Air¬ 
borne  Belay  Station. 

'  1.  On  11  June  1966,  communication  personnel  from  the  Forward 
Signal  Platoon  departed  base  camp  with  the  mission  of  providing  VHF  •. 
communications  for  1st  Brigade  Forward  CP  at  MINH  THANH.  Major  items 
displaced  were*. 

EQUIPMENT  QUANTITY  PURPOSE  ■ 

AN/MhC-34^  1  ea  Provide  VHF  communications' 

‘  between  MINH  THANH  and  QUAN  LOI 

confidential  .  ' 
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2.  On  17  July  2d  Forward  Signal  Platoon  departed  base  camp  with 
mission  to  provide  VHF  signal  communications  and  secure  radio  teletype 
ecnrami  cation  to  2d  Brigade  Forward  CP  at  QUAN  LOI.  Major  items  of 
equipment  displaced  were: 

EQUIPMENT  QUANTITY  PURPOSE 

1*  "  :  "  1  I,  -  / 

ANAffiC-34i  1  ea  Provide  VHF  communications 

between  QUAN  LOI  and  PHUOC  VINH 


■  -  • 

AN/GRC-<6  1  ea  Provide  secure,  radio  teletype 

communications  and  back-up  for 
r~r:  communications  center  teletype 


-  (5)  Results: 

v  ‘  t'".  ,  .  I  •  '  •  'ii,.;,  ;  .  '  *  •  i,  , 

(a)  -The  121st rSignal  Battalion  provided. simultaneous  communica¬ 
tions  for  ten  different  elements  of  the  division:  •; 


iBt  Brigade  Forward 
;  2.  '2d  Brigade  Forward  • 

2,.  3d  Brigade  Forward 
1st  Brigade  Bear 
£,  2d  Brigade  Bear 
6.  3d  Brigade  Bear 
2,.  Division  Forward 
8.  Division  Rear 
%  Division  Artillery  Forward 
10.  Division  Artillery  Rear 
(b)  Telephone  circuits  provided 
f."  .‘Sole  User  Circuits:  • 

•  piviaion  Forward  — ■■ 

••  .'/'•‘Division  Rear  — 

a.  >  tat  Brigade  Forward.  — - — 

■  T*  2d  Brigade  Forward  — — ^ 

3d  Brigade  Forward  — — . - 

Division  Artillery  Forward  — 

Division  Artillery  Rear  - 

.  d  .  i  . 

2.  \'  Coamon  User  Telephone  Service: 


4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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Division  Rear  to  Division  Forward 


Division  Forward  to  1st  Brigade  Forward 
Division  Forward  to  2d  Brigade- Forward  - 
Division  Forward  to ‘3d  Brigade  Forward 


Division  Forward  to  Division  Artillery  Forward 
"••-•Division  Forward  "fo'Tivi  si  on  Artillery  Rear  — — 

Division  Artillery  Forward  to  Division  - 

'• ;;:  Artillery  Rear-  -  "  ; 
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(r.)  Circuit  and  Traffic  Diagrams  are  shown  at  Annex  L. 

c,  U.S.  Amy  Aviation: 

(l  )  Size  e.:  Force: 

1st  Aviation  Battalion 

11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  (13) 

1 28th  Combat  Assault'  Helicopter  Company  DS  2d  Bde 
1 62d  Combat  Assault  Helicopter  Company  DS  1  st  Bde 
173d  Combat  Assault  Helicopter  Company  DS  3d  Bde 

(2)  How  and  '\rnen  Employed:  1st  Aviation  Battalion  provided  general 
support  aviation  support  for  divisional  elements  and  conducted  11  air¬ 
mobile  operations.  Elements  of  the  11th  Aviation : Battalion  supported 
the  division  on  a  mission  basis  as  directed  by  Headquarters,  II  Field 
Force,  Vietnam,  Troop  lift  and  cargo  helicopters  were  provided  in  direct 
support.  The  11th  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  33  airmobile  operations, 
utilizing  one  or  more  assault  helicopter  companies.  Both  the, 1st  Aviation 
Battalion  and  the  11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  elements  basically  sup¬ 
ported  the  operation  from  their  base  camps.  However,  a  continuing  require¬ 
ment  existed  to  leave  ten  troop  carrier  aircraft  and  one  light  fire  team 
at  QUAN  LOI  each  evening  for  movement  of  rapid  reaction  forces  (RRF). 
Increased  air  traffic  in  the  operational  area  required  air  traffic  con¬ 
trol'  facilities  at  IOC  NINH  and  QUAN  LOI.  Air  traffic  control  teams  • 
from  the  125th  Air  Traffic  Control  Company  provided  this  support. 

(3)  Statistics  on  aviation  support  of  operations: 

(a)  1st  Aviation  Battalion 

1_,  Hours  flown: 

UH-1 - 4,860 

•OH-13 - 2,024 

0V-1 - 1,079 

U'j  :  .  . 

2. .  Sorties  flown  ——  1 9, 697 

*•  ’*  •  ‘  '  '•  .  •  .  * 

r'\  2.*  Cargo  moved  — —  370.4  tone 

4.  Passengers  moved  — 17,193 

(b)  llth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion:  ; 

1_.  Hours  flown: 

1  UH-1 - • -  3,930 

CH-47  -  525 

"  •  •'  -  " 

2.  Sorties  flown  — -  11,700 

\  ii  ‘  i  •  ’• 

2..  Cargo  moved - -  1,820  tons 

* .  ■  ’  “,}  yti 

4..  ■  Passengers  moved  —25,800 
"  (4)  Elements  supporting  aviation  battalions: 

(a)  1st  Aviation'  Battalion: 


J[.  E  Co,  701  et  Maiht  Bn  (normal  aircraft  direct  support 
maintenance). 
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2.  .  Elements  of  the  125th  Air  Traffic  Company  (provided  periodic 
air  traffic  control  at  QUAN  LOI  and  LOC  NINH  during  the  operation). 

(b)  11th  Combat  Aviation  Battation: 

1_,  53d  Aviation^  Detachment  (ACH-47). 

2.  Following  elements  of  145th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion: 

a.  68th  Assault  Helicopter.  Company  :  •  *- 

b.  A  Company,  Aviation  Battalion 

d.  I  iU;.S.  Air  Force  Close  Air  Support : 

(1 )  Utilization  of  Tactioal  .Air. Support.  The  mission  of  tactical 
air  was  as  follows: 

(a)  Neutralization  of  enemy  forces. 

(b)  Destruction  of  enemy  forces  in  contact  with  division  units. 

(c)  Destruction ■  of  enemy  base  camps  and  storage  areas. 

(d)  Interdiction  of  enemy  Uaison/eorarunication  routes, 

(e)  Interdiction  and  neutralization  of  eneny  routes  of  reinforce¬ 
ment  and  withdrawal. 

(2)  Control:  All  air  strikes  were  controlled  by  a  FAC  using  an  0-1 
type  air  draft.)  SKY  SPOTS  were  used  extensively  and  effectively  as  a 
means  of  reaching  targets  beyond  artillery  range. 

V  •'( 

(3)  Effectiveness: 

. . 

(a)  Class  ;air- support- throughout  the  operations  was  highly  effec¬ 
tive,  The  CAS- given- during- the  several  battles  conducted  during  the 
operation  was  instrumental  in  stopping  and  destroying  eneny  forces  in 
contact  with. friendly  -forces. 

(b)  The  lack  of  sufficient  CBU  Was  a  hinderance  as  this  is  a 
highly  effective  ordnance  when  contact  has  been  made. 

(c)  Seeding  missions  were  requested  along  eneny  supply  routes. 
Several •  missions  were  attempted, with  the- ordnance  exploding  instantly. 

It  is  feltfthis  capability  of  the-  Air,-, Force  should  be  increased,  as  an 
effective  weapon  to  be  used  in.  this  type  of  war. 

(d)  Clearance  procedures  were  .improved  during  the  operation  as  a 
result  of  a  FAC  bringing  an  air  strike  in  on  friendly  civilian  trucks. 

The  ARVN  had  cleared  .ths-'targetvbut;  had  failed  to  check  with  the  province 
and  district  chiefs  to  insure  the  (trucks  did  not  belong  to  one  of  the 
plantations  in  tha  area.  Thie  ls  now  being  done  along  with  other  posir 
tive  control  measures  adapted  a3  .a  result  of  this  incident. 

\  ''  ■  ;t  r ••  •.  '' 

(4)  Recapitulation  cf  Close 'Air  .Support  Sorties  at  Annex  K, 

Engineer: 

(1)  Size  of  Force:  ■  • 
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Hq,  1st  Engr  Bn 

Task  Force  (l)  Company  A(-) 
Task  r'orce  (2)  Company  D 

2d  Plat  Co  A 


LTC  Howard  L  Sargent  (3  Jun-14  dal) 
LTC  J.S.  Kieman,  Jr. 

CPT  Wayne  M.  Lucas 

CPI  Ollie  T.  Jackson  (3  Jun-5  Aug) 

CPT  Thomas  E.  Valente  (5  Aug-3  Sep) 


(2/  How  and  When  Employed:  The  1st  Engineer  Battalion  (-)  provided 
combat  support  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  in  accomplishing  its  search 
and  destroy  mission  in.  the  AN  LOC/QUAN  LOl/LOC  NINH/MINH  THANH  areas. 
Engineer  support  was  required  for  the  improvement  of  the  airstrips  at 
MINH  THANH,  AN  LOC,  and  QU AN  1,01.  This  work  was  accomplished  by  D  Com¬ 
pany  with  attachments  for  Ha's  and  A  Companies.  The  battalion  also  per¬ 
formed  general  engineering  tasks  such  as  construction  of  field  fortifica¬ 
tions  and  LZ's,  road  clearing  operations,  and  AVLB  preparation  and 
installation,  as  well  as  demolitions.  Convoy  security  was  provided  by 
1  /4th  Cav  for  D  Company  road  movements  otherwise  security  was  provided 
by  both  1st  and  3d  Brigade  forces,  . 

(3)  Execution: 


8  June  -  2d  Platoon,  D  Company,  convoyed  north  on  Highway.  13 
with  1/4th  Cav  to  assist  the  cavalry  move  up  the  road.  The  unit  mission 
was  to  clear  road  of  mines  and  destroy  all  roadblocks  that  could  not  be 
bypassed.  Column  was  ambushed  near  Bench  Mark  69  (XT  766746).  Engineer 
casualties  were  one  KLA  and  nine  VIA, 

10  June  -  let  Platoon,  D  Company  moved  to  AN  LOC  to  reinforce 
2d  Platoon. 

10  June  -  28  June  -  1st  and  2d  Platoons,  D  Company,  constructed 
bunkers  for  3d  Brigade  TOC,  communications  center,  and  FCC  at  LOC  NINH. 

The  units  also  conducted  a  reconnaissance  and  classification  of  a  bridge 
vicinity  of  LOC  NINH  and  constructed  an  LZ  to  extract  wounded  near  the 
same  location. 

14  June  -  S-2  Section  performed  reconnaissance  and  survey  of 
MINH  THANH  airstrip. 

14  June  -  3d  Platoon,  D  Company,  moved  to  MINH  THANH  to  begin, 
repair  and  improvement  of  airstrip. 

15  June  -  24  July  -  A  Company  (-)  provided  combat  support  for 
1st  Brigade,  and  1st  Division  Forward,  Constructed  bunkers  and  main¬ 
tained  Division  Forward,  area.  Constructed  field  fortification  of  bun¬ 
kers,  concertina,  and  fields  of  fire  at  1st  Brigade. Forward  area. 

Installed  200  feet  of  36" -culvert.  Cleared  area. for  artillery  mask 
clearance;  20  trees  ranging. from  two  to  five  feet  in  diameter.. 

15  June  -  S-2  Reconnaissance  team  reconed  laterite  pit  near 

MINH  THANH.  • 

16  June  -  A  Company  sent  one  platoon  to  MINH  THANH  to  be  attached 
to  D  Company  for  improvement  of  MINH  THANH  airstrip. 

1 6  June  -  The  following  equipment  was  airlifted  to  3d  Platoon, 

D. Company; 


5-ton  dump  trucks  (D  Co)  6  graders  (Hq  Co)  3 
13-whe#l  roller  (D  Co).  1  front  loader  (1st  S&T)  1 
2j-ton  truck  (D  Co)  2  13-wheel  roller  (173d)  1 
£-ton  truck  (D  Co)  1  front  loader  (173d)  1 
5-ton  .dump  trucks  (C  Co)  3  dozers  (173d)  2 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

17  June  -  1st  Engineer  Battalion  Forward  elements  displaced  to 
Join  1st  Division  Forward  at  KINH  THANH. 

14  June  -  14  July  -  Company, D  with  one  platoon,  A  Company 
attached,  improved  the  KINH  THANH  aiifield  to  include  a  runway  5900  feet 
long  and  80  feet  wide  and  a  parking  apron  1 50  feet  by  400  feet.  Con¬ 
struction  was  started  on  a  1 50’  feet  by  400  feet  supply  and  logistics 
area,  but  this  area  was  not  completed.  Turn-arounds  were  constructed 
at  each  end  of  the  runway.  A  laterite  pit  was  opened  and  operated  one 
mile  from  the  Job  site  to  support'  the  operation.  Demolition  teams  from 
A  and  D  Companies  blast  trees  and  stumps  to  expand  airstrip,  parking  ■ 
aprons,  and  two  approach  zones  (500  feet  by  300  feet  each). 

19  June  -  28  June  -  B  Company  attaches  two  demolition  teams  td 
2/1 6th  Inf  to  perform  general  demolition  support  of  infantry  operations. 

25  June  -  S-2  Section  recons  A VLB  site  for  movement  of  1st 

Division  convoys.  ... 

26  June  -  A  Company  platoon  prepared  abutment  and  installed 
AVLB  for  the  1st  Division  convoys. 


26  June  -  27  June  -  A  Company  platoon  constructed  LZ  for  extrac¬ 
tion  of  17,000  tons  of  captured  rice.  The  rice  was  stored  in  different 
sites  Containing  from  100  -  500  tons  in  each  site.  Trees  around  the 
site  were  blown  away  to  expose  them  to  air  observers.  Some  rice  extracted, 
but  most  of  rice  merely  scattered  on  the  ground. 

6  July  -  D  Company  demolition  team  detonated  a  dud  500  pound 

boat, 

9  July  -  10  July  -  A  and  D  Company  elements  prepared  AVLB  bridge 
site,  installed  the  AVIE,  and  after  convoy  passage,  withdrew  the  AVLB. 

'  ''  11  July  -  3d  Platoon,  D  Company,  convoyed  from  MINH  THANH  to 
AN  LOC  accompanied  by  elements  of  the  1/4th  Cav.  Equipment'  convoyed ' 
included  one. front  loader,  three  5-ton  dump  trucks,  and  one  £-ton  truck. 

12  July  -  15  July  -  3d  Platoon,  D  Company  resurfaced  the  AN  IOC 
airfield  with  .lateftte.','  75%  of  the  airfield  was  resurfaced.  The  strip'- 
is  1850  feet  long_a^d  12Q  feet;  .wide,  The  platooi}  operated,  a  litexite;  . 
pit  at  the  airfleld'to  support ‘  the  operation.'1 

12  Ji^ly  -  24  August  ^->0ne  squad  from  B  Company  attached  to  HHC, 

2d  Brigade  to  be  utilized  tor  mine  detection  and  destruction. 

. 14  July  -  ISt  Engineer! Battalion  Forward  returned  to^DI  AN  base 

14,  July  -  One  plat oon,(  'jt\ Company  departed  MINH  IHAIJH  and  returned 
to  PHUOC  V1NH  base  camp. 


16  July  -  3d  Platoon,  D  Company  moved  to  QUAN  LOI  Plantation  to 
begin  improving  runway  to  3500  feet. 


17  July  -  3  September  -  3d  Platoon,  D  Company  improved  the  air¬ 
field  at  QUAN  LOI.  The  runway  was  extended  to  3500  feet  long  and  60 
feet  wide  to  take  C-130  sir  traffic.  A  400  feet  by  382  feet  parking 
appon  was  constructed  at  the  southern  end  'of '  the  airfield.  The  platoon 
received.. additional  equipment  support  from  a  5th  ARVN  Division  Engineer 
ComjJany  \*ich,  provided  three  2^on  aump  trucks,  one  D-7  dozer,  and  one 
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front  loader.  AN  IOC  Public  V’orkr  provided  two  2j?~ton  dump  trucks,  and 
the  French  plantation  owner  prove,  led  TD-9  dozer  and  one  13-wheel  roller. 

The  platoon  operated  a  laterite  pit  four  miles  from  the  airfield.  The 
average  daily  haul  was  fifty  loads. 

3  August  -  1st  Platoon,  D  Company  convoyed  from  LAI  KHE  to 
QUA  •!  T.OI  with  five  5-ton  dump  trucks,  one  grader,  and  one  front  loader. 

The  1st  Platoon  relieved  the  3d  Platoon  of  the  QUAN  LOI  airfield  con¬ 
struction  project  for  six  days. 

6  August  -  24  August  -  One  officer  of  B  Company  joined  2d 
Brigade  Forward  acting  in'  capacity  of  brigade  engineer  to  provide  tech¬ 
nical  advice  and  assistance  in  engineering  matters. 

9  August  -  11  August  1st  and  3d  Platoons,  D  Company  constructed 
headwalls  for  the  AVLB  site  at  the  CAM  LE  Bridge  site  (XT  723973). 

15  August  -  1st  Platoon,  B  Company  returned  to  LAI  KHE  by  air. 

3d  Platoon  continued  QUAN  LOI  airfield  construction. 

3  September  -  3d  Plat  con,.  D  Company  returned  to  LAI  KHE.  QUAN 
LOI  airfield  project  assumed  by  Company  A.  Company  D  trucks  and  equip¬ 
ment  at  QUAN  LOI  were  attached  to  Company  A. 

(4)  Results: 

(a)  Construction: 

1_.  Six  permanent' bunkers  constructed. 

2.  Ninety  semi-permanent  bunkers  constructed. 

.  2-  Three  LZs  constructed. 

4..  Headwalls  constructed  for  one  AVLB  site. 

£.  AVID  abutments  prepared  and  A VLB  launched  and  retrieved 
three  times. 

!  <  ■  »  6;  Laterite  Pit  Operation: 

•  a.  MINH  THANH  —  31  days. 

’  b.  ANLOC- - 3  days.  ’  ’ 

.’fit'. 

•  c.  ■  QUAN  LOI - 49  days.  ■  '  .  ...  . 

2..  Airfield  Construction' and  Improvement  :  • ,  .  • 

MINH  THANH  runway  . — — — — — t- — 5900  feet  by  80  feet. 

h‘/  b.  HINH  .THANH  runway,  turn-arounds  -  2  eaich. 

. £*  :  MI NH  THANH  parking  apron -  400  feet  by  1 50  feet. 

d,  'MINH  THANH  'supply'  and  logistics  area  —  400  feet  by  1 50  feet 

not  completed. 

e,  AN  LOC  airfield  -  75%  of  runway  resurfaced.  Runway  1850 
feet  by  120  feet.  •: 
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£,  QUAD  LCi  airfield  -  improvement  of  runway  -  existing 
runway  is  e&cpandcd  to  3500  feet  by  60  feet. 

£.  QUAN  LOI  parking  apron  -  400  feet  by  382  feet. 

8.  Engineer  Reconnaissance:' 1 

a.  Air  reconnaissance  — - - —  36 

b.  Ground  reconnaissance  — . — t-, .  -3 


c,  .  Laterite  pits 

d.  AVLB  sites  — 


- 4 


e..  MXN  THANH  air  field  survey  —  1 

f.  Chemical:  Qheoiical  support  was  rendered  by  personnel  of  the  242d 
Chemical  Detachment  and  266th  Chemical  Platoon  under  staff  supervision 
of  the  Division  Chemical  Officer,  The  Division  Chemical  Officer  was 
asked  for  his  recommendation  as  to  the  possible  application  of  chemicals 
in  the  destruction  of  the  large  rice  caches  discovered  in  vicinity  of 
XT  445545  and  XT  455530.  He  proposed  that  immediately  after  the  rice 
had  been  scattered  by  air  .strikes,  the  area  should  be  contaminated  with 
large  quantities  of  CS-1.  This  would  delay  VC  salvage  attempts  until 
the  rice  wae.  completely  destroyed  by.  weather.  The  area  vicinity  XT 
445545  was  hit  by  air  strikes  on  29  June  followed  by  the  CS-I  drop  on 
5  July.  Thirty  55,  gallon  drums  were  dropped  with  the  determination  that 
3300  feet  was  the  best  altitude  for  maximum  effectiveness.  Ten  additional 
drums  were  dropped  on  this  target  and  twenty  drums  were  dropped  at  XT 
455530.  The  third  and  final  drop  of  twenty  drums  was  made  on  the  target 
at  XT  445545. 

<jf,  RESULTS:, 

a.  Friendly  Losses; 


Equipment  lost: 


424 

f  -  M60  MG 


».Hm'  ; 1  :  l ; 


Equipment,  destroyed:  -  8  -  Ml  t3  APC's  „ . 

■  '  ■'•■  ■  ■■  1  -  CH-47  ' 

-  ’  1  -  M48A3  Tank 

Equipment., damaged:  —  3  -  UH-IB's 

*  ‘  “  '  6  -  UH-1D*s 


-{  :  1",  ■  ’ 1 ' 


6  -  UH-1D*s 
,  OH-13 *S 

::.uVMt»c,s. 

.  6,  -  .‘MI+8A3  Tanks  . 

. i  -"CH.-A71V, 

2  ACk-47's  ■ 

T  V  105mm  Howitzer 


•.  b.  Enemy  Louses: 

(l)  Personnel: 

..i-'-i  KtA  (BC)  ~ 
XIA  (Prob), 


a.®  ^  ;■ 


- —  825  '  •*  , 

— ' W'  ,u,uc.n 
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VGC  — - 38 

VCS - —  2*3 

Returnees  ———————  1 

(Jr;  weapons  -rvi  Ammunition: 

Small  Arms - - - 1 54 

Ar tills iy  Rounds -  5 

Mortar  Rounds  — -  84 

Grenades  - - • -  350 

Small.  Arms  Ammunition  —  15,2  55 
RecoiJiess  Rounds  — —  3 


(3)  installations: 


Base  Gamps  — - — 

Hospitals - 

Boat  Building  Shop  — 
Bicycle  Repair  Shop  — 

(4)  Foodstuffs: 

Rice  (tons)  — — * - 

Salt  (tons)  — . . 

Fish  (tons)  - 

Flour  (pounds)  - 

Sardines  (cans)  - 

Tea  (pounds) - - 

Miscellaneous  (pounds) 

(5)  Supplies : 

Kerosene  (gallons)  — — 
Typewriters - — 

Stove  8  - — 7 - — - - — - 

Tin  (sheet's)  -------- 

Pans  (cooking)  — — — — 

Ladles  — — - — — 

Fuel  (gallons)  — — .... 
Oil  (gallons)  — — — — - 

Wax  (pounds)  — -  - . — — 

Trailer  — — 

Tires  — ‘ — - - - 

Bicycles  — - - — 1- 

Oxcarts"-'.  -  . — - — « 

Thermos  Jugs  — — — — 
Tar  (gallons) 

Bailing  Wire  (spools)  • 
Water  Pumps  -  -  - 

(6)  Miscellaneous: 


Numerous  Documents 

Large  amount  of  Medical  Supplies 
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to.  AmmsTOAnvE  MAirsns; 

a.  Logistics: 

(1 )  Preparation!  .  -j 

(a)  EL  PASO  II.  During  this  phase  of  the  operation  involving  the 
1st  and  3d  Brigades,  a  Division  Forward  Logistics  Base  was  established 
at  LAI  KHE.  Brigade  and  battalion  S-U  personnel  remained  at  the  log  base 
to  coordinate  the  resupply  of;  m^its  air,  -,  Support  Command  established 
a  forward  CP  to  control  the  logistic  activities.  A  Division  Tactical 

CP  was  located  at  QUAN  LOI. 

(b)  EL  PASO  III.  This  phase  of  the  operation  involved  the  2d  and 
3d  Brigades  and  the  logistics  base  operation  remained  the  same  as 

EL  PASO  II,  The  Division  Tactical  CP  Was  relocated  at  LAI  KHE. 


b.  Concept  of  .Operation:  This  operation  was  preceeded  by  a  detailed 
study  of  previous  operations  and  a  coordination  meeting  with  1st  Infantry 
Division  Support  Command,- -G-4,.  and  all  participating  S-A's,  Specific 
problems  from  previous  operations,  were  discussed  and  workable  solutions 
were  established.  ;  "In  addition  to  the  log  base  at  LAI  KHE,  six  additional 
supply  points  were,  established  at  various  times  throughout  the  operation 
by  Support  Command,  elements  at  the  following  locations:  MINH  THANH, 

CHON  THANH,  AN  LOC,  QUAN  LOI,  IOC  NINH,  SONG  BE.  The  1st  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  was  supported  in.  these  operations  by  the  1st  Logistical  Command. 


o.  Execution:  ••• 
(1)  Supply: 

(a)  Class  I: 


i.  The  supply.. of  Class  . I  was  accomplished  with  little  difficulty. 
Sufficient  A  ration,  components .were  furnished  to  provide  all  troops  with 
at  least  one  modified  A  meal  daily,  tactical  situation  permitting. 

Combat  units  in  the  "rest  period1!  and  supporting  units  were  fed  three 
modified  A  rations  daily.  Adeouate  ice  was  available  through  local 
procurement  with  Imprest  Funds  and  aerial  resupply  from  DI  AN,  Sundry 
packs  were  issued  every  five  days. 


2  ,  fltockage  OhjactivadA. 

•  '  •  .  — -  •  ’  . 

a.  A  .Rations  -JDaUy.^..  ,  •-j. , 

}i. ,  B  Rations  .r-  .l5..daya.  on  tian/i. 
c,  C  Rations  -  15  days  on  Hand, 


2.,  Quantity  Delivered: 

,.r  ;•:>  .  ... 

a,  A  Rations  -  1 606. A.  short 'tons, 
jj,  B  Rations, -...I.Ttl.O-Short  ^ons, 

;  ,  c.  C  Rations  -  375.3  short  tons. 


(b)  Class  H  and  IV  (leas  repair  parts), 

1_,  Units  carried. anticipated  , Class  EC  and  IV  requirements  in 
their  battalion  .trains,  .however,  .duo  to  the  nature  of  the  operation 
additional  items  were;  needed. - 


^gwwenI/al 
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2,  No  stockage  objective  was  established  for  Class  II  and  IV, 
however,  it  was  necessary  to  issue  9l2  short  tons  during  the  combined 
operations, 

(cj  Class  Til. 

V  Ti.i-  issue  of  this  .item  was  sufficient  for  the  demand.  The 
establisLr;v.'d.  of  the  Class  III  supply  points  forward  provided  the  respon¬ 
siveness  desired  by  supported  units.  Maximum  use  was  made  of  available 
a:: 'craft  for  resupply.  This  method  v.'as  assisted  by  the  convoy  of  10 
._gust  which  delivered  25,000  gallons  to  forward  supply  points.  The  use 
of  500  gallon  collapsible  fuel  tanks  was  extremely  gratifying  and  assisted 
the  operation  greatly. 

2.  Stockage  Objectives: 


a,  uP— i: 

50,000  gallons  ' 

b,  AVGAS  — 

10,000  gallons 

c,  MOGAS - — 

30,000  gallons 

d,  Diesel  — — ~ 

10,000  gallons 

2,.  Quantity  Received: 

,248,510  gallons 

b.  '  AVGAS  - 

178,240  gallons 

^  \rr>n  *  r> 

iiOUHU  1-^— 

367,301  gttiiotltt 

d.  Diesel  — - 

176,909  gallons 

a.  Package  POL  — 

234  short  tons 

(d)  Class  V; 


1_.  This  item  was  issued  by  the  supply  point  method*  The  3d 
Ordnance  Battalion  (AMMO)  supported  the  operation  with  a  forward  ASP 
in  LAI  KHE  and  for  a  short  period  an  ASP  located  at  QUAN  LOI.  Artillery 
ammunition  was  shipped  by  air  directly  from  BIEN  HOA  to  unit  trains  at 
QUAN  LOI  and  LAI  KHE,  Due  to  the  RSR  of  the  division  it  was  necessary 
to  augment  the  airlift  of  ammunition  with  road  convoys, 

2.  Stockage  Objective':,  400  short  tons, 

2.,  Quantity  Received:  2,984.438  short  tonsi 

4.  Quantity  Issued:  2,680.262  short  tons. 

(2)  Services: 

(a)  Transportation:  _  , 

K  During  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/lII.  the.  Division  Transportation 
Office  established  one  ATCO  at  LAI  KHE  Airfield  to  coordinate  movement 
of  supplies  from  LAI  KHE  to  forv.’ard  units.  .During  EL  PASO  III  an  ATCO 
was  also  established  at  DI  AN  Airfield  to  coordinate  movement  of  supplies 
to  brigade  locations.  The,  , road,  movements  were  coordinated  by  the  DTO 


CONF/pENriAL 


U5 


1 


1 


Confidential 

office  located  in  DI  AN.  Additional  responsibility  for  the  mail  courier 
(Pony  Express)  and  Errand  Boy  courier  was  also  a  part  of  the  DTO  opera¬ 
tion.  The  operation  was  conducted  in  two  phases. 

a.  Phase  I,  1  July  -  9  August,  the  DTO  had  control  of  all 
CV-2B  aircraft  available.  Phase  II,  10  August  -  26  August,  the  DTO 
and  the  brigade  had  Joint  operational  control' of  the  CV-2B  aircraft. 

The  following  data  reflects  the  airlift  operation  for  both  phases, 

1)  Sorties  - : —  1124. 

"  2)  Supply  tonnage  moved  —  2086.7  short  tons,  . .  ' 

•  ,.  3)  Passengers  moved  9661  . 


.4)  Mail  tonnage  moved 


516  short  tons. 


b.  The  DTO  coordinated  seven  resupply  convoys  during  the 
periods  They  were  used  to  augment  the  airlift  of  the  division  with 
supplies  for  the  LAI  KHE  brigade  and  to  support  the  operations.  The 
convoys  consisted  of  912  vehicles  carrying  4460  short  tons  of  supplies. 

(b)  Maintenance  was  conducted  by  establishing  contact  team3  from 
the  701st  .Maintenance  Bat t alien  in  all  supply  point  locations.  liaison 
visits  were  conducted  daily  by  the  battalion  as  well  as  technical  inspec¬ 
tions  and  assistance  teams  on  the  request  of  forward  unit 3. 

1.  Volume  of  Business!  '  ’ 

•1  ■■■■■-  <  — 

a.  537.  job  repairs  by  contact  teams. 

b.  706  Job  repairs  by  TI  teams  at  unit  Incations.' 

r  £.  Equipment  evacuated! 

1)  Automotive  —  1, 

2)  Electronic'—  12. 

3)  Instrument  —  T.  ' 

''  4) '  Small  Arms  —  1'.' 

5)  Engineer  —  1  i  ‘ 

2.  Supply  support  resulted  in  the  shipment  of  30  3hort  tons 
of  repair  parts  to  the  foward  units., 

(c)  -Medical  Evacuation  and  Capitalization: 

1_,- .Coppept !„  .Forward  sections  of  .1),  Company,  1st  Medical 
Battalion,  2  June  -  28  July,  and'C  Company,  1st  Medical  Battalion, 

23  July  to  3  September,  and  1  st  Medical  B^tt.^lion  clearing  platoons 
provided  division  level  medical  support  from  a  forward  base  to  battalions 
and  brigades.  Medical  supplies  were  sufficient  for  the  operations  and  a 
minimum  of  15  days  supply  was  on  hand  at  all  times,  Whole  blood  requests 
were  filled  ty  406th  Medical  Laboratory,  The  replacement  of  C  Company 
by  D  Company  waa  due  to  a  possible  contingency  plan  which  D  Company  was 
designated  to  support.  This  change  did  not  impair  the  medical, support 
and  gave  the  medical  battalion  an,  opportunity  to  give  more  of  their 
personnel  field  experience. 
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2.  Volume  of  Operation: 


a.  Patient  load  — — - -  1078. 

b.  Patients  evacuated - 442  (aeromedical  evac). 

c.  Patients  returned  to  duty  636. 


2..  "Dust  Off"  operations  were  sufficient  with  one  "Dust  Off" 
in  support  of  the  operation  located  at  QUAN  LOI  and  a  standby  located 
at  LAI  KHE.  Other  "Dust  Off"  standby  were  located  at  SAIGON  and  LONG 
BINH  and  were  provided  on  an  as  needed  basis,  "Dust  Off11  units  were 
also  used  for  resupply  of  urgent  medical  supplies. 

d.  Administrative  matters  for  1st,  2d,  and  3d  Brigades  are  included 
in  Annexes  N,  0,  and  P. 

11.  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES: 

a.  Troop  "Y"  Formation.  This  technique  envisions  an  armored  cavalry 
troop  marching  with  two  columns  straddling  a  road  where  the  off-rc-ad 
mobility  is  afforded.  Two  armored  cavalry  platoons  move  side-by-side 
approximately  20. meters  off  each  side  of  the  road.  The  third  elements 
moves  #lther  on  or  off  the  road,  but  the  head  of  the  third  element  is 
abreast  of  the  tail  of  the  leading  elements.  This  formation  affords 
mutual  supporting  fires  from  two  platoons  in  a  given  area  of  contact  and 
puts  the  maximum  amount  of  strength  to  the  front  of  the  column. 

b.  Use  of  SKY  SPOT  (Radar  Bombing)  in  the  dose  in  support  role.  Three 
flights  of  SKY  SPOT  (Radar  Bombing)  were  used  in  a  close  air  support  role 
during  the  attack  on  2/1 8th ,  Inf  antry,  2  July.  These  strikes  which  landed 
within  500  meters  of  friendly  troops,  were  the  first  known  SKY  SPOT 
strikes  to  be  used  in  a  close  air  support  role. 

c.  A  requirement  for  a  rapid  reaction  aircraft  flare  delivery  capa¬ 
bility  emerged  during  the  operation.  Delivery  of  the  MK-24,  mod  3  aircraft 
flare  from  UH-1  aircraft  requires  certain  equipment  and  compliance  with 
specific  procedures  to  insure  safety  for  aircraft  and  crew.  These 
procedures  and  necessary  equipment  are  described  in  detail  in  letter 
SMUAP-Q,  Hq  Ammunition  Procurement  and  Supply  Agency,  Joliet,  Illinois, 
dated  22  July  1965,  subject:  Flare,  Aircraft,  Parachute,  MK-24,  all 
mods.  One  UH-1  aircraft  in  A  Company  has  been  rigged  to  drop  these 
flares j  2000  flares  are  on  hand  in  the  division  area;  and  three  crews 

have  been  trained  in  their  handling  and  use.  Availability  of  this 
aircraft  and  flare  systeqi  under  the  direct  control  of  the  division 
commander  permits  night  illumination  of  two  hours  with  40  “  two  million 
■  candlepcrwer  flares  being  carried  internally  in  the  UH-1 ,  Vihile  time  on 
station  and  number  of  flares  is  not  nearly  as  great  in  this  organic 
system  as  can  be  provided  by  the  Air  Force,  it  does  provide  a  significant 
emergency,  back-up  illumination  capability. 


d.  Armed  CH-47.  The  ACH-47  supported  operations  six  times  during 
the  period  25  June  to. 9  July.  Cn  three  occasions  the  aircraft  was  forced 
to  land  as  a  result  of  hits  from. enesy  fire.  The  ACH-47  was  used  to 
attack  VC  established  in  attack  positions,  utilizing  all  the  types  of 
armament  on  board  the  aircraft.  During  the  action  on’ 30  June,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  7.62mm  Miniguns  alone  do  not  have  the  necessary 
suppressive  capability.  When  an  ACH-47  is  forced  down,  it  immediately  • 
becomes  a  battlefield  liability,  requiring  the  diversion  of  combat  forces 
for  security  until  it  can  be  repaired  and/or  extracted.  Recommended 
, employment  is  to  have  the  aircraft  stand  off  and  taks  advantage  of  ths 
■  rapge  of  the  on-board  weapons.  ' 
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e.  light  Assault  Field  Artillery  Battery,  4.2  inch.  This  unit  was 
organized  in  July  1966  under  1st  Infantry  Division  provisional  TOE  6-1 
and  is  known  throughout  the  division  as  the  1st  Lighthorse  Assault  Artil¬ 
lery  Battery.  The  battery  was  conceived  as  a  means  of  filling  a  possible 
void  in  airmobile  operations.  Movement  of  105mm  howitzers  batteries  in 
support  of  LZ's  were  dependent'  upon'  'CH-47 ' s'^tiieh  were  often  in  short 
supply.  The  Lighthorse  Battery  is  designed  to  be  moved  completely  by 
UH-1  slicks ,  This  capability,  increased  the  firepower  flexibility  of 
the  division  and  provided  additional  assurance  that  .adequate -firepower, 
could  he  made  available  to  isolated. LZ's.; -.The  battery; also  has. ..the  • 
capability  to  move' by  road  in  organic  vehicles,  .personnel  end  .'.equipment-. 
for  ..the  unit  which  is  commanded  by  a  Major, were  provided  by  the.-h.eavy;v 
mortar  .platoons  of  l/2d,2/2d,  and  2/l6th  Infantry  Battalions  with 'Addi¬ 
tional,  headquarters  and,  fire  Direction,  personnel  being  provided  fromv-- 
Division  Artillery  .and  Division  Headquarters  resources.;-, During, opera¬ 
tion  EL  PASO  1I/III  the  bajttery  displaced  seven  times, -firing  a  total 
of  2305  rounds  ip.  support  of  road  clearing  and  convoy  operations  along 
Route  13.  . 

12.  COMMANDERS  ANALYSIS:  ■ 

a. -  General:  Operation  EL. PASO  inflicted  a  severe  defeat , on- the  9th 

VC  Division,  completely  frustrated  the.  monsoon  offensive  in  the  northern 
III  Corps  area,  and  represented,  an  important  learning,  prp, cess'  throughout 
the  1st.  Infantry.  Division.  .  .„  ■ 

b.  Although ' it  w kr,  not  apparent  through- the  counting. pf  bodies  on' 

the  battlefield  during  the  five  major  ,  engagement? ,  of  EL-PASO,  subsequent 
interrogation  of  prisoners  from  all  three  of  the  VC.  regiments  of 1  the  9th 
VC  Division  make  it  clear  that  the  division  lost  over  2,000  killed  and 
several  thousand;  wounded  out  of  a  strength  of  about  10,000,  In  the  last 
battle,  the  272d. Regiment  went  into  action  with  800  North  Vietnamese 
replacements  only  three  days  after  their  arrival.  The  VC  employed  against 
the  .1 st  Division  tactics  which  had  bsen  successful  without  exception  both 
agiinst  the  French  and  against  the  Vietnamese  Any  -  that  is,  major  .  . 

ambushes  by  very  large  VC  forces  against  small  friendly  forces.  Each 
time  the  VC  were  defeated  and  each  time  they  were  defeated  more  soundly 
than .  the  time  before  as  the  1st  Division  learned  more  and  more  how  to 
reict  to  this mode  of  attack.  ..  ,. 

■  ;>•.  v  ■  • 

"e. .  The. first,  ambush  was  against  a  single, cavalry  tpoop  f)?^  the  1st 
Squadron,  4th  (Savalry  (Troop  A).  The  deployment  of  VC  forces  was  along  a 
five  kilometer  ..stretch,  of  .road  and  far  overrsaft  ended,  the  length -of  the 
cayalry  column  which  yas,  moving. in  a  reasonably  tight  formation.  •  The. 
bulk  of  the  troop  was  able  to  pull  int.o  a  small  -clearing  toward  the  head 
of  the.  ambush  site  and  there  -it. -accounted-  for  itself  very  well.  In  this 
particular  sector,  t^etst  , Battalion,. ,.272d  Regiment  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  approximately.  -9055  of'  its  .strength.  One  cavalry  platoon  was 
isolated,  at  the  TA  0  Bridge  together. with  about, 30  ARVN  soldiers.  .This 
element  was  engaged  by  the  2d  battalion  of  the  272d  VC  Regiment  which 
in  the  course  of  four  hours  lost  about  50^  of  its  strength  in  killed  and 
wounded;  "-The  3d  Battalion  'extended- farther  to  the  south  and  only  engaged 
the  trail  party,  including  a  VTR,  one  tank,  two  APCs  and  an  engineer 
/  dozer  tank.  The  VC  lost'  very  few  men  in  this  engagement  and  the  3d 
/  Battalion  withdrew  from  the  battlefield  largely  unharmed.  On  the  US 
side,  original  estimates  of  the  size  of  the  VC  force  were  low  and  only 
after  about  an  hours  fighting  did  it  become  apparent  that  an  entire 
regiment  was  involved.  As  a  consequence,  both-  air  and  artillery  were 
used,  but  not  as  effectively  as  ;in  later  battles  because  they  were 
directed  only  against  the  enemy  wits  in  direct  contact  and  not  against 
the  area  in  which  tha  ensy.wae  maneuvering,  reinforcing  or  withdrawing. 
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Additionally,  commanders  involved  were  not  as  aggressive  in  using  fire 
support  as  they  could  have  been  owing  to  the  underestimate  of  enemy 
strength  and  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  its  exact  location.  The  infantry 
reaction  force  did  not  arrive  on  the  scene  of  battle  in  time  to  be 
decisive.  By  the  time  it  did  arrive,  the  VC  were  withdrawing. 

d.  After  a  thorough  critique  by  all  commanders  involved,  the  commun¬ 

ications  were  tightened  up,  the  coordination  of  air  and  artillery  was 
improved  by  the  simple  means  of  preplanning  artillery  support  on  one 
side  of  the  road  and  air  support  on  the  other  so  these  two  decisive 
weapons  could  be  used  continuously  and  simultaneously.  It  was  also 
decided  that  the  infantry  reaction  would  be  divided  into  two  elements. 
First,  a  battlefield  relief  force  to  preclude  a  defeat  in  the  area  of 
the  main  attack,  and  second,  a  battlefield  exploitation  force  which  would 
be  landed  along  the  routes  of  withdrawal  in  order  to  destroy  VC  forces 
some  distance'  from  the  ambush  site.  *  .  : 

e.  On  30  June,  the  271  st  Regiment  attacked  two  troops  of  the  4th 
Cavalry,  reinforced  by  a  company  of  the  2d  Battalion,' -18th  Infantry. 

During  this  battle,  the  coordination  of  fire  support -was  .vastly  improved, 
the  cavalry  maneuvered  during  the  battle  and  the  battlefield  relief  force 
arrived  in  time  to  engage  the  VC  prior  to  withdrawal.  The  battlefield 
exploitation  forces  eventually  succeeded  in  landing  behind  the  enerry 
along  the  Cambodian  Border  where  another  major  engagement  with  a  full 
regiment  of  VC  ensued.  The  cavalry  by  this  time  had  doubled  its  basic 
load  of  50  calibre  ammunition  and  doubled  the  number  of  cannister  rounds. 
More  artillery  was  within  range  and  had  registered  ahead  of  time.  VC 
casualties  in  the  battles  of  30  > June  -  2  July  were  Significantly  higher 
than  on  8  June.  •  *  ;• 

f .  '  Prior  to  the  battle  of  9  July,  intelligence  indicated  the  positioning 
of  the  2?2d  Regiment  along  the  MINH  THANH  Road.  Deception  as  to  the  size 
of  the  US  force  to  transit  the  road  was  employed,  five  batteries  of 
artillery  positioned,  four  infantry  battalions  positioned  next  to  the 
ambush  site  or  within  helicopter  rapid  reaction  distance.  In  this  battle, 
fire  coordination  improved  even  further,  again  putting  the  artillery  on 
one  side  of  the  road,  in  this  case,  the  north  side,  and  continuous  air 
strikes  on  the  south  side.  Four  infantry  battalions  were  introduced  into 
the  battle  'within  three  hours;  one  of  them  within  45  minutes  by  helicopter; 
whereas  two  battalions  were  moving  to  the  battle  through  the  jungle  within 
a  matter  of  minutes  after  the  ambush  started.  This-  combination  of  man-.-- 
euver  and  increased  fire  power  caused  the  VC  to  break  off  the  battle  in 
one  hour  and  45  minutes;  whereas  previously,  they  had  fought  for  four  . 
hours  and  'six' hours  'respectively. 

g.  In  each  successive  battle,  the  number  of  VC  killed  ar.d  captured 
rose  sharply  and  the  number  of  weapons  captured  was  particularly: high 
on  the  9th  of  July,  including  some  23  machineguns,  plus  -re soilless 
rifles  and  a  large  number  of  AK-47  assault  rifles  and  BAKs.  No  unit  of 
the  9th  VC  Division  undertook  any  'combat  operations  of  any  kind  for 

3i  months  after  the  9th  of  July.  It  is  not  known- at  this  time  whether 
the  division  has  recovered,  or  to  what  extent .  Since  those  battles, 
the  1st  Division  hae  run  convoys  on  Rout 6  13  and  cavalry  reconnaissance 
on  Highway  13  and  adjacent  roads  without  contact.  Civilian  traffic  is 
now  flowing,  and  although  the  division  fully  expects  more  such  engagements 
in  the  future,  perhaps  by  even  larger  forces,  the  techniques  developed 
for  rapid  reaction  and  heavy  fire  power  should  make  it  impossible  for 
the  VC  to  enjoy  a  victory  and  should- result,  in  further  heavy  losses  should 
they  choose  again  to  employ  thie  ;favorite  of  all  their  tactics.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  that  armored  units; have  a  high  utility  in  connection  with 
road  security  and  road  reconnaissance.  Since  9  July,  the  1st  Division 
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has  been  reinforced  with  two  tank  companies  and  is  now  asking  for  .its 
own  69th  Tank  Battalion  to  be  deployed  to  Vietnam.  The  combination  of 
armored  elements  and  air  mobile  infantry  and  light  artillery  presents 
the  VC  with  tactical  problems  with  which  they  seem  unable  to  cope. 

h.  The  last  victory  of  the  9th  VC  Division  was  in  November  1965 
against  the  ARVN  7th  Regiment  in  'the’MCHELIN.  A  year  has  now  gone  by 
without  their  having  conducted  any  profitable  operation.  As  a  conse¬ 
quence,  the  local  guerrillas  and  regional., ,VC  force  'have  been  without 
ttf-j  support  of  this  main  force  unit  and  have,  in  turn,  suffered  . a  series 
of  major  and  minor  defeats  which  is  beginning  to  show  up  as . a  marked 
up-turn  of  the  overall  security  of  the  northern  III  Corps  area.  . 

13.  LESSONS  LEARNED;  V.. 

a.  Dust  Off  and  resupply  sites  should  be  established  by  elements 
..other  than  those  engaged  with  the  eneny.  Movement  of  wounded  personnel 

by  .the  unit,  particularly  armored  elements,  detracts  from  the  firepower 
available.  .  Empty  medevac  vehicles  including  personnel  carriers  and 
helicopters  should  be  used  to .transport  ammunition .to  engaged  elements. 

b.  Committing  reserve  (trail)  elements  .of  armored  cavaliy  should  be 
done  as  soon  as  the  battle  develops  in  order  to  bring  the  maximum  amount 
of  firepower  to  boar. 

c.  Infantry  mounted  on  and  fighting  from  armored  personnel  carriers 
.  is  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  when  the  crew  exceeds  five  men.  .  If  more 

than  this  number  is  present  they  tend  to  get  in  each  other's  way.  • 
infantry  can  best  be  utilized  by  riding  on  vehicles  of  the  trail  elements, 
then  committed  as  dismounted  infantry  where  needed. 

d.  Concentration  of  elements  composed  of  tanks  and  APC's  in  the 

."killing  zone"  has  proved  effective  in  that  it  massed  more  firepower 
in  the  VC  "killing  zone".  ..Concentration  is  considered  to  be  an  extra- 
closed  .column  (lO  -  15  meters  between  vehicles).  , 

e.  VC  used  a  trench  in  defense  to  trap  attackers,.  .The  main  VC 
elements  were  in  fortified  positions  on  a  small  hill  and  had  prepared  • 
a  straight-line.. trench  near  the  bottom.  As  the  attacking  U.S.  platoon 
approached  the  position,  they  came  under  mortar,  grenade  and  automatic 
weapons  fire.-  The  U.S.  forces  made  the  instinctive  reaction  of  taking 
cover  in  the  trench  in  preparation  for  the-  assault.:  The  VC  maneuvered 
a  machine  gun  into  the  trench  on  the  flank  of  the  platoon,  giving  them 
good. enfilade  fire  which  caused  heavy  casualties. ip  .the  platoon  in  a  •  • 

...matter  of  seconds.  The,  attacking  forces  could. baye  denied;  success  of 
.ibis  maneuver. to  the  VC  had' flank. security  been  established  prior,  to 
seeking  cover  in  the.  trench,.  .  ...  ■ 

.  f, '  The.  VC.  use  routes  of,  attack  .as,  initial  routes -of  withdrawal.  ' 

•  .Several^  VC  captives^  stated. that- tbs  initial  route-  of  withdrawal,  from 
an  objective,  area  or  ,  ambush  site'  is-  the  same  route  that,  is  used  for 
'movement  to  the' attack.  This  makes  it  easi3rf,for,-the  soldier  to  find  V 
his  way  back  to  assembly  areas.  In  three  regimental  sized  attacks 
against  U.S.  forces,  the  VC  never-  attacked  through  the  column.  Their 
withdrawal  was  always  in  the  direction  from  which  they  attacked.  This 
ia.  a  prims  consideration  in  the  employment  of  artillery  and  air  once  it 
is  determined  that  the  VC.  are .attempting  to  break  contact.  If  the  route 
of  attack  is  known,  artillery  and  air  must  be  placed  on  the  routes  to 
block  the  withdrawal.  It  must  also,  be  made  known  to- the  friendly  forces 
in  order  for  the  consander  to  properly  execute  the  pursuit, 
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Si  g.  The  VC  showed  the  capability  to  recuperate  rapidly  after  heavy 

losses.  On  8  June,  two  battalions  of  the  272d  Regiment  were  severely 
decimated,  losing  upwards  of  340  men.  On  9  July  the  same  regiment 
attacked  a  column  with  three  battalions.  Captives  stated  that  up  to 
800  NVA  replacements  had  joined  the  regiment  on  7  July.  On  30  July 
a  returnee  from  the  271st  Regiment  stated  that  his  regiment  had  received 
500  NVA  replacements  on  26  July.  The  271st  Regiment  had  approximately 
570  men  on  30  June.  All  NVA  replacements  were  trained  soldiers  and  gave 
the  VC  regiments  the  ability  to  regain  combat  effectiveness  in  short 
order.  Intelligence  personnel  must  oonsider  this  capability  of  the 
Viet  Cong  and  continue  to  maintain  locations  of  units  that  have  suffered 
heavy  losses. 

h.  When  dropping  CS-1  from  CH-47  aircraft  the  drop  should  start 
about  200  meters  before "reaching  the  target  area  due  to  the  minimum 
speed  of  40  knots  per  hour.  With  a  22^  second  fuze,  the  drums  should 
be  dropped  from  3300  feet  to  obtain  tree  top  bursts. 

i.  Pathfinder  teams  should  be  attached  to  brigades  when  it  is  necessary' 
to  support  a  fixed  airfield.  Minimum  equipment  necessary  will  include 
runway  lights  and  radio  communications  with  FK  and  VHP  capatilities. 
Personnel  should  not  be  rotated  during  the  operation  without  proper 
coordination  with  brigade  headquarters. 

j.  When  USAF  aircraft  are  utilized  to  lift  elements  of  a  brigade  an 
air  combat  control  team  should  be  established  at  both  the  point  of  embar¬ 
kation  and  the  point  of  debarkation.  This  is  necessary  to  have  adequate 
control  to  prevent  a  serious  accident  and  to  enable  pilots  to  receive 
instructions  to  make  loading  and  unloading  more  efficient. 

k.  FAC ’s  should  be  equipped  with  a  radio  covering  the  same  frequency 
range  as  the  ground  troops.  It  is  necessary  for  the  FAC  to  be  able  to 
monitor  the  actions  of  ground  commanders,  thereby  gaining  a  better 
perspective  of  the  ground  operation  which  in  turn  will  help  him  to 
provide  better  close  air  support  with  higher  assurances  of  troop  tafety. 

l.  The  VC  attempted  to  fortify  the  high  ground  around  L0C  NINH  in 
preparation  for  an  attack  on  that  town.  Extensive  patrolling  disrupted 
the  VC  fortifications,  and  allowed  the  decisive  defeat  of  a  VC* battalion. 
Aggressive  and  continuous  patrolling  provides  the  best  defense  against 
enemy  offensive  build-up. 

m.  Supporting  logistical  units  must  maintain  direct  communications 
with  the  supported  element.  There  were  several  instances  in  which  the 
logistical  support  elements  were  not  in  direct  land  line  communications. 
Radios  were  used,  but  due  to  the  limited  communications  in  the  supporting 
units  adequate  communications  were  difficult  to  obtain.  Logistical  units 
must  be  provided  with  sufficient  ‘communications  facilities  to  insure  a 
primary  command  net  with  a  backup  radio  net. 

n.  The  majority  of  POL  products  were  delivered  to  forward  support 
areas  in  55  gallon  drums.  Since  forward  support  areas  are  manned  by  a 
minimum  of  personnel  the  quick  responsiveness  required  by  the  supported 
units  at  times  was  barely  adequate.  500  gallon  collapsible  drums  are 
preferred  since  they  are  easier  to  handle  by  support  point  personnel. 
Responsiveness  of  USAF  logistical  lift  continues  to  be  of  concern 
although  new  procedures  in  requesting 'airlift  and  programming  missions 
are  being  tested.  Air  Force  personnel  liiust,  be  made  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  back' hauling  empty  containers. 
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o.  The  logistical  element  does  not  have  control  of  logistical  air¬ 
craft.  An  Aircraft  Control  Center  should  coordinate  all  division  air 
transportation.  A  detailed  and  systematic  method  should  be  established 
by  the  Support  Command  with  close  coordination  between  the  G-3  and  G-4 
to  insure  all  modes  of  land  and  air  transportation  are  utilized  to  the 
maximum, 

p.  The  medical  battalion  has  a  .low  priority  for  air  movement .  Because 
of  this  the  forward  brigades  are  usually  moved  into  an  AO  and  do  not  have 
the  ready  support  of  the  forward  element  of  their  medical  company. 

Earlier,  movement  would  enhance  the  supported  units  medical  service.  Four 
sorties  are  required  to  move  the  element. '  The  brigade  conducting  opera¬ 
tions  in  forward  areas  should  consider  the  movement  of  their  forward 
medical  unit  during  operational  planning1. 

,  q.  When  a  convey  is  attacked  the  direction  from  which  the  fire  is 
being  received  and  the  major  concentration  of  VC  forces  must  be  determined 
immediately.’  Due  to  the  'cbnfusion  that  can  result  as  personnel  become 
misori'ented  a  recommended  method  of  pointing  out  the  direction  of  attack 
is  through  the  use  of  smoke.  Heavy  concentrations  of  supporting  fires 
should  be  placed  100  -  400  meters  off  the  road  since  the  bulk  of  the  VC 
force  is  often  back  from  the '  road  and  move's  up  to  fighting  positions 
along  the  ditches  after  the  initial  exchange  of  fire.  Main  elements  of 
the  VC  force  will  usually  be  located  in  areas  adjacent  to  the  road  where 
the  jungle  is  most  dense  and  few  or  no  landing  zones  exist  thereby 
protecting  their  flanks  and  rear  against  rapid  reaction  forces.  ■  1 ' 

r.  Reconnaissance  by  fire  by  ground  elements  moving  along  a  road  is 
unsatisfactory  if  the  fire  is  placed  at  a  90  degree  angle  to  the  column. 
The  lead  vehicles  should  direct  their  fire  into  the  ditches  where  cam- 
oflouged  foxholes  are  likely  to  exist.  •  Enfilade  fire  in  the  ditches  is 
more  likely  to  cause  the  VC  to  disclose  position  prematurely.  •  ; '  * 

■8,  The  operation  revealed  significant  shortcomings' in 'the'  argahiza- 
tion  and  equipment  of  the  divisional  aviation  battalion  for  employment 
in  the  RVN  type  environment.  The/  current  authorization  of  16'UH-10 
aircraft  in  the  airmobile  company  Is  wholly  inadequate  to1 support 
divisional  quick  reaction  airmobile  force  requirements; •  ’The  addition 
'  of 'five  UH--1D  aircraft  to’ the  non-divisi'onal  air  -assault  'companies  is  a 
step  which  should  also  bo  taken  in  the  divisional  airmobile  company  at 
the  earliest  practicable  date.  With  21  troop  carrier  aircraft,  the 
divisional  airmobile  company  would  have  a  more  potent  airlift  capability 
and  be  capable  of  properly  supporting  the  division  in'fairmobile  opera¬ 
tions,  This  capability ‘Is  essential  when  non-divisional  assault  heli¬ 
copter  units  are  not' available  immediately.  8  *  .  . 

ANNEXES: 

‘  A  — '  Battle  of  SR0X  DONG'  Narrative  ' 

B  r-  Battle  of  Lob'NINft  Rubbed  "Plantation  Narrative  •  ■  . 
i  C  «£*J Battle  of  MINH  THAlfo  H6adiNari‘atiVe':',‘> 
b  —  Operations  Overlay  -  AN  L0C  -,:QUAN  L0I  AO 
E  —  derations  Overlay  -  SONG  BE  AO 
■  1  F  —  Operations  Overlay  -  MINH  THANH  A0 

'  G  “'Operations  Overlay-' -  TAY  NINH  AO  :  .  ' •: •  ••  T  » 

H  —  Raid  Targe*,  21  -  27  June  -66  -  •••'• 

I  —  Long  Range- Reconnaissance  Patrols 
J  —  VC  Installations 
K  —  Close  Air  Support  Sorties 
L  —  Communications 'Traffic  and  Circuit  Diagrams  ■ 

'  M  —  List  of  Commanders  ~ 

H  —  After  Action  Report  1st  Bde  ■  ‘  t 

0  —  After  Action  Report  2d  Bde 
P  —  After  Action  Report  3d  Bde 
Q  —  After  Action  Report  Division  Artillery  :  •• 

....  :  cc^fiDtNTi-AL 


‘.cc: 


L 


Z&Zfa 


NARRATIVE  OP  THE  BATTLE  OP  SEOK  DONG 
30  JUNE  1966 

INTRODUCTION  (U) 
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The  271st  Viet  Cong  Main  Force  Regiment  was  defeated  on  30  June 
1966,  near  the  village  of  SEOK  DONG  in  one  of  the  classic  engagements 
of  the  Vietnam  conflict.  In  continuing  their  efforts  to  repel  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  from  the  EL  PAGO  II  area  of  operations,  the  VC 
attempted  to  ambush  Troops  B  and  C,  1st  Squadron.  4th  Cavalry  and 
Company  C,  2d  Battalion.  18th  Infantry.  As  a  consequence,  the  271st 
Regiment  suffered  heavy  losses  and  was  soundly  defeated. 

BACKGROUND  (U) 

Operation  EL  PASO  II  commenced  on  2  June  I9S6  when  intelligence 
indicated  that  three  Viet  Cong  and  one  North  Vietnamese  regiments  were 
poised  to  resume  their  "Monsoon  Campaign"  by  attacking  GVH  and  U.S. 
Special  Forces  compounds  in  MINH  THANH,  HON  QUAN,  LOC  NINH,  and  SONG  BE. 
Because  of  this  threat,  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam, 
directed  one  infantry  and  one  artillery  battalion  be  deployed  to  IOC 
NINH  to  strengthen  the  defenses  in  this  area.  Subsequently,  additional 
elements  were  deployed  by  CG  1st  Div  until  by  mid-Jur.e  the  majority  of 
the  division  was  operating  throughout  3INH  LONG  and  PHUGC  LONG  Provinces 
1st  Infantry  Division  troop  dispositions  as  of  300600  June  are  indicated 
on  attached  map  1 .  Two  significant  engagements  had  been  fought  with 
the  VC  prior  to  30  June.  On  8  June,  Troop  A  (+),  1st  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  had  spoiled  an  ambush  on  Route  13,  set  by  the  272d  VC  Main 
Force  Regiment  while  passing  through  TAU  0,  an  area  between  CHON  THANH 
and  HON  QUAN.  i/hen  the  4-hour  engagement  ended,  the  VC  had  lost  1C5 
KIA  (BC)  with  an  additional  250  probably  killed.  The  second  signifi¬ 
cant  engagement  involved  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry 
and  CIDO  forces  in  the  Battle  of  LOC  NINH  Plantation  on  11  June  1966. 

One  battalion  of  the  273d  Main  Forca  Regiment  was  emplaced  in  trenches 
and  heavily  fortified  bunkers,  but  after  massive  artillery  and  mortar 
fire  and  air  strikes,  the  positions  were  overrun.  VC  losses  were  98 
KIA  (BC)  and  150  KIA  (Probable). 

For  about  two  weeks  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  with  the 
1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-)  had  the  mission  of  securing  the  division 
base  at  QUAN  L01  and  the  HON  QUAN  airfield.  From  3  June,  the  cavalry 
squadron  had  been  performing  reconnaissance  to  the  east,  south,  south¬ 
west,  and  to  the  north  limited  by  the  destroyed  bridge  on  Route  13 
at  XT  722973*  In  coordination  with  ARVN  forces  the  banks  of  the 
stream  were  prepared  to  permit  emplacement  of  an  armored  vehicle 
launched  bridge  (AVLB)  just  to  the  left  of  the  one  that  had  been 
damaged.  An  operation  was  planned  in  conjunction  with  the  emplacement 
of  tho  AVLB,  to  commence  on  30  June.  The  squadron  plan  was  submitted 
to  Lt  Col  Herbert  McChrystal,  Commanding  Officer,  id  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry,  and  was  approved  for  operations  in  the  area  indicated  on 
maps  2  and  3*  The  mission  assigned  to  Lt  Col  Leonard  Lewane, 

Commanding  Officer,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  was  actually  threefold. 
First  the  squadron  (-)  was  to  cross  Check  Point  GOLDEN  GATE  (AVLB) 
and  proceed  north  along  Route  13  conducting  a  reconnaissance  in  force. 
Troop  0  was  to  operate  in  area  of  operation  B ISEBALL  while  B  Troop 
would  initially  operate  in  FOOTBALL  and  later  in  TENNIS.  Second,  B 
Troop,  in  conjunction  with  operations  in  TENNIS,  would  escort  an 
engineer  scoop  loader  from  LOC  NINH,  back  to  Check  Point  GOL,  *EN  GATE. 
Third,  the  operation  wa3  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  actual  area 
in  which  the  division  was  planning  to  operate  in  the  near  future. 

Both  troops  were  to  close  back  into  HON  QUAN  by  1930  on  30  June.  • 
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Troop  B  would  have  one  platoon  of  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry  attached,  while  the  remainder  of  C  Company  would  move  with 
C  Troop.  The  2d  Battalion,  18th  Inf mtry  maintained  B  Company  on 
alert  as  the  rapid  reaction  force.  With  final  planning  completed, 
the  operation  would  begin  on  30  June. 

The  vegetation  in  the  area  of  the  contact  is  wooded  on  both 
sides  of  the  road.  The  only  open  areas  are  rice  paddies,  some  stream 
lines,  and  small  lakes.  Even  here,  there  is  adequate  concealment  due 
to  the  chest-high  grass.  There  are  heavily  forested  areas  as  indi¬ 
cated  on  map  3  and  the  sketch  maps,  with  the  trees  150  -  200  feet 
high.  Although  movement  in  the  grass  is  difficult  to  observe  from 
tlie  ground,  it  can  be  observed  from  the  air  except  where  the  terrain 
is  heavily  forested.  The  chest-high  grass  comes  up  to  the  shoulders 
of  the  road.  The  weather  at  the  time  of  contact  was  clear  and  hot. 

THE  BATTLE  OP  SROK  DOUG  (TJ) 

On  30  June,  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  with  attached 
1st  Platoon,  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  and  AVLB  section 
departed  the  squadron  perimeter  at  HON  QTJ.11I  enroute  to  Check  Point 
GOLDEN  GATE.  The  column  was  located  at  the  bridge  site  by  0059  hours. 
Troop  C  was  to  depart  HOP  QUA1T  at  0730  with  C  Company  (-).  However, 
this  column  wes  delayed  until  Troop  C  could  reorganize  after  the 
search  operation  conducted  until  2400  hours  the  previous  night.  At 
0910,  the  column  crossed  GOLDEN  GATE  with  B  Troop  leading  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  north  on  Route  13  to  the  operational  areas  specified  in  the 
order.  Upon  arrival  at  Check  Point  1 ,  the  3d  Platoon  with  the  platoon 
of  infantry  turned  east  and  conducted  a  reconnaissance  to  the  ford  at 
Check  Point  2.  Due  to  the  depth  o.'  the  ford,  the  platoon  retraced 
the  route  to  Check  Point  1,  turned  north  on  Route  1 5»  passed  through 
the  let  Platoon,  and  continued  north.  Order  of  march  was  now  3d  Pla¬ 
toon  with  attached  infantry,  Troop  Command  Group,  2d  Platoon,  and 
1st  Platoon. 

Troop  C  turned  west  at  Check  Point  1  and  proceeded  to  the  first 
stream.  Three  mortar  carriers,  ten  infantry-men,  and  the  3d  Platoon 
remained  at  Check  Point  1  and  established  a  perimeter.  The  mortars 
were  laid  west  to  support  the  troop.  As  C  Troop  moved  west,  they 
flanked  the  road  on  both  sides.  After  crossing  the  stream,  the 
infantry  dismounted  and  deployed. 

At  about  0938  hours  when  the  lead  personnel  oarrier  of  B  Troop, 
moving  north  on  Route  13  toward  LOC  NINH,  reached  a  point  about  mid¬ 
way  across  the  rice  paddy  (sketch  map  1 ),  it  began  receiving  mortar, 
small  arras  and  recoilless  rifle  fire  and  appeared  to  be  the  only  one 
engaged.  1st  Lieutenant  James  P.  Flores,  B  Troop  Commander,  oould 
see  the  mortex  rounds  bursting  from  his  position  in  the  column  about 
800  meters  to  the  rear  of  the  lead  vehicle.  He  immediately  oalled 
Col  Lewane,  who  was  over  the  area  in  an  OH-1 3  helicopter.  The  3d 
Platoon  then  reported  receiving  heavy  fire  from  the  north  and  north¬ 
west.  A  preplanned  airstrike  was  currently  in  progress  vicinity 
XT  7499»  whioh  Col  Lewane  diverted  to  XU  721018  at  Lt  Flores1  request. 
Lt  Flores  then  oalled  the  2d  Platoon  forward  and  deployed  them  around 
the  3d.  Platoon.  The  2d  Platoon  brought  their  two  tanks  and  one  from 
the  1st  Platoon  forward.  By  this  time  all  but  one  tank  and  a  person¬ 
nel  oarrier  of  the  3d  Platoon  had  returned  to  Check  Point  1  with 
wounded  and  to  replenish  ammunition.  All  platoons  were  now  in  con¬ 
tact  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  with  the  heaviest  volume  of  fire 
ooming  from  the  west. 


The  Viet  Ceng  had  set  up  the  ambush  in  the  shape  of  an  "L",  with 
a  heavy  security  element  crossing  the  road  along  the  trail  north  of 
the  paddy.  The  logs  piled  at  random  to  the  east  of  Check  Point  3 
afforded  good  protection  and  some  of  the  recoilless  rifles  were 
probably  located  here.  Mortars  were  reported  by  a  forward  air  con¬ 
troller  in  the  woods  to  the  north  of  the  village.  The  ambush  extended 
for  about  2000  meters,  but  with  the  exception  of,  a  security  element 
to  the  northeast  of  Check  Point  1,  the  eastern  side  of  the  road  was 
lightly  defended.  The  VC  appeared  to  be  lined  up  all  along  the  west 
side  of  the  road  with  the  heavy  weapons  about  150  meters  from  the  road 
in  the  heaviest  vegetation.  The  VC  were  wearing  a  variety  of  khaki, 
black,  and  green  uniforms.  One  strong  point  had  been  established  by 
the  VC  in  vicinity  X0  722007.  The  recoillesr  rifles  caused  the  most 
trouble,  and  were  also  the  most  difficult  to  locate.  During  the  first 
30  minutes  of  the  contact,  the  enemy  concentrated  on  knocking  out  tha 
tanks.  All  four  B  Troop  tanks  were  disabled  from  hits  on  the  tank 
commander’s  cupola  and  subsequent  wounding  of  the  crew. 

The  1st  Platoon  of  B  Troop  was  carrying  the  wounded  to  GOLD® 

GATS  with  an  intermediate  aid  station  set  up  at  Check  Point  1.  They 
also  helped  with  the  establishment  of  a  strong  point  at  Check  Point 
1.  Because  the  incoming  fire  at  Check  Point  1  was  so  intense.  Dust  Off 
aircraft  .ould  not  land  so  the  squadron  S-3  set-up  the  Duet  Off  LZ  at 
GOLD®  GATE  and  wounded  were  colleoted  at  Check  Point  1  and  then 
moved  south. 

Troop  B  concentrated  on  laying  down  a  heavy  base  of  fire  to  the 
west.  'Airstrikes  which  had  been  continuous  from  the  initial 
strike,  were  being  placed  to  the  north  and  west.  Artillery  was 
attacking  targets  on  the  east  of  Route  13  and  armed  TJH-IB’s  and  CH-47'o 
were  making  firing  passes  north  and  south  on  the  areas  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  road.  When  the  1st  Platoon  reported  receiving  fire 
at  Check  Point  1,  it  appeared  to  Lt  Flores  that  the  VC  were  attempting 
to  cut  him  off  from  Check  Point  1.  An  airstrike  was  immediately 
called  in  and  the  fire  slackened  at  this  location.  The  remaining 
elements  at  the  head  of  the  column  were  still  receiving  heavy  fire 
from  all  types  of  weapons  and  Lt  Flores  called  requesting  C  Troop 
come  up  and  help. 

When  the  first  contact  was  reported,  Captain  Stephen  Slattery, 

C  Troop  Commander,  ordered  the  infantry  to  mount  up  and  prepare  to 
mo’-e  back  to  Check  Point  1,  establish  a  strong  point,  and  be  prepared 
to  assist  B  Troop,  The  3d  Platoon  had  been  receiving  some  light  fire 
at  Check  Point  1,  but  when  the  other  platoons  arrived  at  this  location, 
the  fire  became  more  intense.  Several  of  the  infantry  riding  on  the 
personnel  carriers  were  hit  as  mortar  rounds  started  falling  into 
the  area.  Capt  Slattery  ordered  the  platoons  to  deploy  and  push  ,out 
the  perimeter,  primarily  to  the  north.  The  3d  Platoon  was  operating 
northwest  of  the  crossroads,  1st  Platoon  east,  and  2d  Platoon  west 
and  southwest.  The  mortars  had  been  re-laid  to  fire  to  the  north. 
Cheok  Point  1  was  becoming  very  jammed  with  C  Troop  maneuvering  and 
vehicles  returning  with  B  Troop  wounded.  Check  Point  1  continued  to 
receive  heavy  small  arms  fire  with  most  of  it  coming  from  west  of  the 
road.  Mortar  and  recoilless  fire  was  being  answered  with  a  heavy 
volume  of  50  caliber  fire  from  the  personnel  carriers  at  tho  road 
junction.  Col  Levane  called  and  ordered  C  Troop  to  push  north  end 
relieve  the  pressure  on  B  Troop.  The  3d  Platoon  was  finally  able  to 
start  moving  north  with  the  tank  from  2d  Platoon.  About  200  meters 
from  Check  Point  1,  the  tank  was  hit  in  the  turret  and  the  commander. 
Sergeant  Allison,  and  the  loader  were  seriously  wounded.  They  were 
pulled  from  the  tank  and  evacuated.  The  tank  continued  north.  The 


C  Troop  column,  consisted  of  the  2d  Platoon,  1st  Platoon,  and  Troop 
Command  Group  (sketch  map  2).  The  3d  Platoon,  C  Company  (-),  and 
mortars  remained  at  the  crossroads.  Intense  fire  was  received  all 
the  way  to  3  Troop's  position,  but  a  heavy  base  of  fire  was  main¬ 
tained  by  the  personnel  carriers  and  the  tank.  The  brush  was  so 
thick  and  close  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  grenades  were  just  tossed 
over  the  sides  of  the  vehicles.  About  600  meters  after  the  first 
hit,  the  '•ftnk  was  hit  again,  but  the  driver  kept  going  even  though 
the  gunner,  Sergeant  Riddle  was  wounded  and  evacuated,  'Then  the 
Troop  C  column  arrived  at  the  tail  of  the  B  Troop  position,  Lt  Flores 
said  to  go  farther  north  and  fire  to  the  west.  The  1st  and  2d  Pla¬ 
toons  moved  up  and  deployed  as  best  as  they  could  since  they  were 
•■.iflnecl  to  the  area  immediately  left  and  right  of  the  road.  Fire 
was  directed  east  and  west  with  the  heaviest  volume  to  the  west. 

Col  Lewane  ordered  C  Troop  to  hold  at  this  point  until  B  Troop  could 
be  extracted  and  move  south.  The  C  Troop  tank  went  almost  to  the  01 
grid  line  before  it  turned  around  and  came  back.  Three  men  from  the 
2d  Platoon  joined  Sergeant  Wilson  in  the  tank  and  although  power  to 
the  turret  was  gone,  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  gun  bearing  to 
the  north  and  northwest.  Sixty  rounds  were  fired  before  the  ammuni¬ 
tion  was  exhausted.  The  tank  was  then  moved  along  side  a  disabled 
B  Troop  tank  and  the  ammunition  transferred.  VC  could  be  seen  jumping 
around  but  didn't  appear  to  be  withdrawing.  Artillery  was  firing 
north  and  east  and  airstrikes  were  being  concentrated  on  the  west,  hut 
appeared  to  be  too  far  west.  Captain  Slattery  asked  Col  Lewano  to 
move  them  in  closer  and  the  next  strike  came  in  south  to  north  with 
CBTJ  which  landed  very  close  to  the  road. 

With  the  arrival  of  C  Troop,  Lt  Flores  pulled  all  the  remaining 
elements  of  B  Troop  back  to  Check  Point  1 ,  to  regroup,  rearm,  and 
establish  a  block  along  the  road  west  from  Check  Point  1.  Y/hen  the 
first  lifts  of  A  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  were  approaching 
the  LZ,  Lt  Flores  pulled  back.  Troop  B  remained  at  Check  Point  1  for 
about  40  minutes  to  rearm  and  get  the  wounded  and  dead  back  to  GOLDEN 
GATE.  The  next  30  minutes  were  taken  to  move  the  1st  and  2d  Platoons 
down  the  road  to  block.  The  3d-  Platoon  handled  the  evacuation  of 
wounded  (sketch  map  3)« 

Lieutenant  Charles  D  Cole  with  the  3d  Platoon  of  C  Troop  had  been 
handling  casualties  between  the  forward  elements  and  GOLDEN  GATE.  He 
loaded  C  Company  on  the  personnel  carriers  and  moved  to  the  head  of 
the  column,  .'if ter  the  infantry  were  dropped,  the  3d  Platoon  deployed 
west  of  the  road  while  the  2d  Platoon  moved  off  to  the  east  in  an 
attempt  to  push  the  VC  out  onto  the  LZ  (sketch  map  4).  Lt  Cole's 
platoon  nit  a  VC  strong  point.  He  was  hit  in  the  chest  end  several 
others  were  wounded  before  they  could  pull  back.  The  mechanized  flame 
thrower  with  Lieutenant  John  K  Lyon's  1st  PI.  toon  assisted  in  the 
extraction  of  3d  Platoon.  As  the  infantry  began  to  land  on  LZ  2 
and  C  Company  began  to  deploy,  the  fire  slackened.  Fire  from  the 
personnel  carriers  was  directed  more  to  the  west.  The  VC  started 
withdrawing  and  many  were  killed  as  they  jumped  to  run  through  the 
high  grass. 

After  a  delay  of  about  30  minutes  caused  by  enemy  fire  received 
from  both  sides  of  the  road,  B  Troop  was  occupying  their  blocking 
position.  Initially,  the  head  of  the  oolunn  halted  just  west  of  the 
stream  until  information  was  received  that  a  reinforced  ARVN  APC 
troop  would  assist.  The  block  was  then  extended  to  about  the  70  N-S 
grid  line.  From  the  blooking  position,  VC  could  be  seen  withdrawing 
along  the  trail  that  parallels  the  road  and  were  taken  under  fire. 
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Troop  C  established  §_  perimeter  along  Route  1 3  until  the 
infantry  started  making  the  sweep.  By  1530  contact  along  the  road 
had  practically  ceased  and  the  personnel  moved  into  the  brush  to 
search  for  dead  and  wounced  VC  and  weapons.  The  3d  Platoon,  B  Troop 
returned  to  the  blockirg  position  with  the  Aero  Rifle  Platoor.  of  D 
Troop.  By  1700  movement  had  ceased  and  the  two  troops  remained  in 
position  the  remainder  of  the  day, 

REACTION  (U) 

For  a  week  prior  to  30  June  1966,  B  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Inr.-vntry  had  been  maintained  on  a  30  minute  alert  as  a  rapid  reaction, 
force  and  was  in  this  posture  at  the  time  B  Troop  made  contact.  Vhen 
it  became  obvious  that  both  troops  and  the  attached  rifle  company 
were  heavily  engaged,  B  Company  was  alerted  for  probable  deployment. 

Two  questions  had  to  be  answered  first;  how  they  would  be  employed 
and  by  what  means  of  transportation.  All  helicopters  were  fully 
committed  on  other  missions.  Twelve  3/4  ton  trucks  were  collected 
from  the  various  units  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battalion  command  post 
at  QUA!!  1, 01,  and  B  Company  was  prepared  to  move  prior  to  their  arrival. 
At  1026  hours  the  helicopters  supporting  the  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infan¬ 
try  in  the  SON!  BE  area  were  diverted  to  QUAN  LOI,  but  by  1040  hours 
had  not  arrived.  Company  B  departed  by  vehicle  for  the  squadron  com¬ 
mand  post  at  HON  QUAN,  and  at  1105  passed  to  control  of  Col  Lewane, 

Between  1015  and  1020  hours,  A  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infan¬ 
try  was  alerted,  pulled  off  the  perimeter,  and  instructed  to  be  on 
the  airfield  in.  the  event  helicopters  became  available.  Company  A 
was  assembled  on  the  airfield  by  1100  hours.  General  DePuy  called 
Col  McChrystal  to  the  division  command  post  about  1040  hours  to  be 
briefed  on  what  had  happened  in  his  battalion.  General  DePuy  made 
the  decision  to  divert  12  helicopters  from  SONG  BE.  All  helicopters 
closed  the  QUAN  LOI  airfield  at  11 30  hours.  Col  Lewane  was  informed 
of  the  current  status  of  Companies  A  and  B  and  asked  where  and  how  he 
wished  to  deploy  them.  A  command  and  control  helicopter  arrived  for 
Col  KcChrystal  and  he  and  the  battalion  S-3  went  forward  for  a 
reconnaissance. 

Col  Lewane  had  selected  two  landing  zones;  LZ  1  in  the  rice  paddy 
on  the  east  of  Route  13  (XU  727012)  and  LZ  2  across  the  road.  He 
decided  on  the  letter  with  the  direction  of  attack  south.  At  1145» 

Col  Lewane  was  informed  that  the  first  lift  of  A  Company  was  loaded. 
The  company  commander  was  briefed  that  he  would  land  on  LZ  2;  he 
should  operate  his  radio  on  the  squadron  frequency,  and  he  was  under 
control  of  the  squadron  commander.  The  LZ  was  prepared  by  air  strikes 
and  artillery  end  then  was  marked  with  smoke  from  Col  MoChrystal’a 
aircraft.  A  Company  closed  in  two  lifts. 

Company  B  proceeded  north  on  Route  13  toward  CP  GOLDEN  GATE. 

Upon  arrival  at  that  location,  the  company  would  be  moved  into  the 
battle  area  by  helicopters  or  personnel  carriers.  Major  Taylor 
landed  at  the  bridge  and  discovered  there  were  a  number  of  wounded 
requirin';  evacuation  by  Dust  Off  helioopters  and  the  piolc-up  zone 
would  become  too  congested  with  assault  helioopters  landing  there 
also.  An  alternate  piok-up  zone  was  seleoted  at  XT  7549^7  and  the 
road  column  of  B  Company  was  diverted  to  this  looation.  Company  E 
then  made  an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  2  utilizing  four  lifts  of  fir# 
aircraft,  A  command  group  from  tho  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  had 
been  prepared  for  lift  after  B  Comp  ny  had  closed  the  LZ.  As  one 
helioopter  in  the  lrat  lift  of  B  Company  landed,  it  apparently 
struck  a  dud  CBU  bomblet.  All  personnel  cleared  the  damaged  ship 


5 


confidential 

before  it  was  consumed  by  fire.  Col  KcChrystal  landed  vita  3  Com- 
pan y,  and  assumed  command  of  Companies  A  and  3.  Col  Lewane  was 
informed  of  this  and  that  the  battalion  (-)  was  attacking  in  the 
direction  he  had  specified. 

As  the  companies  started  pushing  south,  B  was  west  of  Route  13 
and  A  to  their  right  (sketch  map  5).  Company  A  met  nsistanoe  about 
200  meters  3cuth  of  the  LZ  while  3  Company  was  mopping  up  the  remainin 
elements  of  the  enemy  just  to  the  west  of  Route  13.  About  300  meters 
south  of  the  LZ,  B  Company  unoovered  C  Troop  and  C  Company  (-),  At 
this  time,  Col  McChrystal  assumed  command  of  these  elements.  Company 
C  was  ordered  to  reorganize  and  search  the  immediate  area,  while  0 
Troop  was  to  reorganize,  recover  disabled  tanks  and  personnel  carriers, 
end  support  from  Ro’ue  13  as  Company  3  continued  sweeping  south  and 
A  Company  southwest.  Company  B  ceased  to  meet  resistance  by  the  time 
they  had  progressed  about  S00  meters  from  the  LZ,  However,  A  Company 
met  stiff  resistance  along  the  creek,  vicinity  ICC  715005  (sketoh  map  6). 
The  Viet  Cong  had  established  a  strong  combat  outpost  line  east  end 
west  of  the  creek.  Company  A  sustained  a  few  wounded.  Since  no 
headway  was  being  made,  C  Company  was  committed  on  the  right  flank 
of  A  Company.  The  link-up  was  made  by  1515  and  the  strength  of  the 
two  companies  forced  the  VC  out  of  their  positions.  Dust  Off  was 
completed  and  the  sweep  continued  south  to  the  blocking  positions 
held  by  D  Troop  and  the  ARVN  forces. 

At  loOO,  Col  Berry,  1st  Brigade  Commander,  landed  and  directed 
the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  to  assemble  at  LZ  2  and  beoome  the 
brigade  reserve.  The  units  returned  to  an  assembly  area  just  south 
of  the  LZ  in  the  order  B,  A,  and  C  Company,  where  the  battalion 
remained  overnight.  The  reconnaissance  platoon,  end  mortar  platoon 
of  the  battalion  were  flown  in  at  1700.  Three  ambush  sites  were 
established  on  the  south,  southwest,  and  the  west,  but  no  enesy 
aotivity  'was  experienced  during  the  night. 

During  the  time  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was  preparing 
for  deployment,  the  1st  Brigade  Commander  was  alerted  at  1003  to 
move  one  infantry  battalion  and  the  brigade  TAC  CP  in  that  order  to 
QUAH  LOI,  The  l3t  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced  the  move  at  1234 
hours  using  C-123  and  CV-2  aircraft.  The  brigade  closed  the  airfield 
at  QUA1T  LOI  at  1530.  At  1622,  the  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenoed 
an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  BLUB,  (map  2)  and  by  about  1715  had 
olosed  into  the  area  and  began  sweeping  eastward. 

Shortly  after  the  contaot  was  reported,  the  BINH  LOUS  Provinoe 
Chief  offered  units  immediately  available  to  him  for  support  of  the 
1st  Infantry  Division.  The  3d  Troop,  1st  Cavalry,  ACVN,  with  20  APC'e 
reinforoad  with  the  3d  Company,  1st  Battalion,  9th  Rsgimant,  ARVN, 
were  attached  to  the  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry.  At  1100  hours  the 
U.S.  Advisor  reported  to  the  1st  lifantry  Division  0-3  for  a  mission. 

He  was  direoted  to  immediately  proofed  north  on  Route  13  to  link  up 
with  U.S.  elements  at  Check  Point  1.  This  was  accomplished  and  the 
blocking  position  established  at  approximately  1300  hours  (sketoh  map 
5).  Tile  9th  Regiment  had  one  other  oompany  immediately  available  for 
operation j  which  moved  to  secure  the  bridge  at  Check  Point  GOLD®  GATE. 
The  Regional  Force  oompanies  were  seouring  the  road  between  the  bridge 
and  HON  '.‘UAH,  One  oompany  of  the  9th  Regiment  was  oalled  book  from 
an  operation  south  of  QUAN  LOI  as  a  possible  escort  for  the  move  of 
an  artillery  battery  north  on  Route  13» 

At  about  1100  hours,  two  CIDG  oompanies  were  sent  from  LOC  SIKH 
and  assumed  blocking  positions  north  of  the  battle  area. 
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The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  was  ordered  at  1020  hours  to 
move  from  SONS  BO  to  QUAIT  loi.  The  battalion  closed  at  QUIN  LOI  at 
1620  and  A  Battery,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  moved  by  CH-47  from 
SONG  BE,  dosing  at  2245*  This  battery  was  moved  to  LZ  BLUE  (map  2) 
at  1115  hours,  1  July. 

At  1420  hours,  the  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  ordered  to 
terminate  its  operation,  return  to  LAI  KHE  and  prepare  for  movement 
on  order.  At  1430  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  ordered  to  move 
one  company  from  the  2d  Brigade  Base  Camp  to  PHUOC  TOTH  and  the  bat¬ 
talion  (-)  to  LAI  KHE.  The  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  closed  into 
LAI  KHE  at  1 71 5  and  the  last  of  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  15th  Infantry 
was  on  the  way  to  PHUOC  7INH  in  fixed  wing  aircraft  by  1813. 

The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced  moving  from  LAI  KHE  at 
1600  hours  utilizing  6—1 23  and  CV-2  aircraft.  All  elements  of  this 
battalion  had  closed  into  QUAH  LOI  at  1710. 

1  -  2  JULY  (U) 

On  1  July,  follow  up  action  continued  against  remnants  of  the 
271st  VC  Regiment.  The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  secured  LZ  BLUE 
as  Battery  A,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  was  lifted  by  CH-47  to 
support  future  operations.  Company  C  remained  to  secure  the  LZ  while 
the  remainder  of  the  battalion  moved  to  seize  the  bridge  at  XT  603998? 
link  up  with  the  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-);  and  with  B  Troop 
proceed  to  Objeotive  1  (X U  698027).  Troop  C  joined  Company  C,  1st 
3attalion,  2d  Infantry  at  LZ  BLUE. 

The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
into  LZ  GREEN  (XT  616995)  at  1000  hours.  The  battalion  moved  to  secure 
Objective  BASEBALL  (XT  623996)}  left  one  company  in  blooking  positions} 
and  proceeded  to  vicinity  of  ECU  721021  to  conduct  a  searoh  of  the 
battle  area  of  the  previous  day.  Light  contact  was  made  with  small 
groups  of  VC. 

The  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  continued  to  search  the  battle 
area  and  uncovered  numerous  shallow  graves  and  additional  VC  bodieB. 

At  1600  hours,  the  battalion  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  PINE 
(XU  592025)  and  ocoupied  positions  for  the  night  as  shown  on  Overlay  1* 
Company  A  made  contact  with  the  TO  and  Company  C  and  Hecon  Platoon  were 
sent  to  reinforce.  Mortar  and  small  arms  fire  was  reoeived  until  oon- 
tact  was  broken  at  2030  hours.  At  0545  hours  2  July,  the  overnight 
positions  of  A  Company,  C  Company,  end  Re con  Platoon,  were  taken  under 
fire  by  VC  automatic  weapons  and  mortars.  The  VC  than  launohed  a 
series  of  five  rr-oaults  from  all  directions,  but  tho  attaok  was 
oountered  by  fire  support  from  artillery,  gun  ships,  and  fighter 
bombers.  A  total  of  61  sorties  were  flown  by  USA?  fighter  bombers 
«aid  inoluded  close  air  support  by  three  flights  using  SKY  SPOT  (radar 
bombing)  teohniqueo.  Company  B  was  moved  at  0730  hours  to  reinforce 
Companion  A  and  C  and  oontaot  was  broken  at  0900  hours.  A  body  count 
Of  VC  dead  revealed  that  the  attacking  3d  3atralion,  273d  VC  Main 
Force  Regiment  suffered  the  loss  of  78  killed. 

At  P710  hours,  the  let  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  moved  from  over*- 
night  positions  to  support'  the  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantiy.  Link-up 
was  made  at  0930  hours  and  both  battalions  searched  the  area  around 
the  defensive  perimeter.  The  let  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  than 
continued  north  toward  LZ  ROSE  (XU  5904)  But  made  no  oontaot. 
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The  1st  BatWion,  2d  Infantry,  minus  C  Company  at  the  artillery  • 
base,  assembled  on  Route  13  and  was  helilifted  into  LZ  RID  (kU  657050), 
closing  at  1520  '"-rs.  This  LZ  and  adjacent  LZ  ’./HITE  (XU  657057) 
were  seoured  by  ps  B  and  C,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and  attaohed 
ARVN  APC  troop  ar.  -  rifle  oompany. 

The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  was  helilifted  into  LZ  PINK  and 
relieved  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  which  returned  to  oontrol 
of  1st  Infantry  Division  at  1530.  During  the  night  the  2d  Battalion, 

2d  Infantry  came  under  mortar  attaok  whioh  appeared  later  to  have 
been  e  cover  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  VC  to  the  southwest  and  north¬ 
west.  A  sweep  of  the  area  was  made  with  only  minor  contact. 

FIRE  SUPPORT  (U) 

At  the  time  B  Troop  made  contact,  a  preplanned  air  strike  was  in 
progress  vicinity  XT  7499.  The  aircraft  had  oommenoed  dropping  CBU 
at  the  time  Col  Lewane  notified  the  forward  air  controller  (PAC)  that 
the  armored  column  was  in  contact.  The  pilot  pulled  out  of  his 
southeast  to  northwest  direction  of  flight  and  brought  his  aircraft 
down  the  west  side  of  Route  15,  expending  the  remainder  of  his  CBU, 
Napalm,  and  20mm.  A  large  group  of  VC  were  seen  running  east  along 
the  trail  north  of  the  rise  paddy.  The  next  flight  oonoentrated  on 
the  logs  at  Cheok  Point  5  and  the  trail.  A  second  FAC  arrived  about 
1050  and  started  working  along  the  trail.  Col  Lewane  requested  the 
area  along  Route  15  about  500  meters  from  the  road  be  hit,  however, 
the  troop  commanders  requested  it  be  moved  oloser  to  the  road. 

During  the  dash  of  Lt  Cole's  3d  Platoon  forward  with  the  infantry, 
a  napalm  strike  was  placed  along  side  the  west  of  the  road  assisting 
his  movement.  Col  Lewane  called  for  a  preparation  on  LZ  2,  but  delayed 
the  actual  landing  when  he  was  notified  that  airoraft  were  on  station 
with  CBU.  This  strike  was  placed  from  the  00  grid  line  to  the  LZ, 

After  the  LZ  preparation,  air  strikes  were  directed  to  the  west  to 
cover  trails  on  whioh  VC  were  withdrawing  in  groups  of  from  5  to  15. 
Napalm  strikes  were  plaoed  ahead  of  the  advancing  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry. 

Prom  the  initial  preplanned  strike,  close  air  support  was  con¬ 
tinuous  end  unlimited,  A  total  of  88  sorties  were  flown  os  follows! 


A4 

-  24 

PI  00 

-  40 

A1 

-  10  (VNAF) 

F5 

-  6 

F4 

-  8 

Ordnance  e:  vended  inoludedi 

High  Explosive  -  42.3  tons 

Napalm  -  48  tons 

CBU  -  11.5  tons 

Rookats  -  160 

There  was  a  minimum  of  one  PAC  on  station  at  all  times.  These 
FACs  were  in  oonstant  communication  with  either  the  squadron  oomnander, 
S-3,  or  troop  oosmandors. 

Artillery  direot  support  was  provided  by  Battery  B  (155®*)  and 
Battery  D  (8"),  8th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  looated  at  HON  qUAN 
(XT  762891 )..  Battery  B  fired  548  rounds  and  Battery  D  fired  277 
from  the  time  ooataot  was  made  until  about  1900  hours. 
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Defensive  concentrations  had  been  plotted  along  the  route  which 
facilitated  ground  observers  with  the  column  to  call  for  fire.  However, 
most  of  the  missions  were  adjusted  by  air  observers.  Within  minutes 
after  contact  began,  an  air  observer  was  over  the  battle  area.  Fire 
was  most  intense  from  the  northeast  and  northwest  and  artillery  was 
fired  on  the  trail  north  of  the  rice  paddy.  These  fires  were  shifted 
to  the  wooded  area  north  of  SROK  DOUG.  Col  Lewane  then  direoted  that 
artillery  would  fire  to  the  east  of  Route  13.  This  was  continued 
until  suoh  time  as  he  direoted  that  artillery  be  placed  as  a  block 
along  the  streamline  to  the  west.  Artillery  was  also  used  in  the 
preparation  of  LZ  2  and  shifted  prior  to  the  landing  to  the  woods  on 
the  north.  Artillery  continued  to  block  along  the  streamline  to  the 
west  after  the  infantry  deployed.  Groups  of  VC  were  seen  to  walk 
into1  the  fire,  lying  dcwn  or  getting  in  holes  between  volleys.  By 
1700,  resistance  had  ended,  but  air  and  artillery  continued  to  inter¬ 
dict  likely  assembly  areas  and  routes  of  withdrawal.  Interdiction 
continued  throughout  the  night. 

In  addition  to  air  and  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  supported 
the  engaged  units.  At  0945  hours  an  armed  CH-47,  GO-GO  154,  received 
an  ambush  reaction  mission  in  support  of  the  armored  column*  Contact 
was  made  with  Col  Lewane  at  1000  hours.  The  pilot  was  briefed  on  the 
situation  and  made  an  immediate  attack  on  the  enemy  forces  100  meters 
west  of  Route  13*  The  first  attack  was  made  at  1008  hours  using  20mm 
and  50  caliber  guns  and  40mm  grenades.  After  the  first  pass,  Col  Lewane 
requested  that  fire  bo  moved  to  within  25  to  50  meters  from  the  road 
and  the  seoond  attack  was  made  using  the  same  weapons.  A  third  pass 
was  made  using  M-18  (7*62  Miniguns)  and  50  caliber  side  and  rear  guns. 
The  Miniguns  appeared  to  have  little  suppressive  affeot  and  the  air- 
oraft  reoeived  several  hits.  Transmission  warning  lights,  oil  pres¬ 
sure,  and  temperature  gauges  indicated  heavy  damage  and  an  immediate 
landing  was  made  in  the  rice  paddy  east  of  Route  13.  A  oheok  indi¬ 
cated  the  aircraft  was  safe  to  fly  and  the  aircraft  returned  to 
QUA1T  L0I  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  damage.  At  11 30  hours,  VTOTG  TAU 
was  oontaoted  for  a  replacement  aircraft  which  arrived  at  1300  and 
continued  attacks  on  enemy  troops,  evacuation  routes,  assembly  areas, 
and  close  support  of  elements  occupying  blocking  positions. 

Operations  with  armed  Chinooks  ended  at  2015  hours.  Numerous 
sortie?  wore  flown  by  armed  TJH-IB's  both  as  cover  for  the  armed 
Chinookri  and  againsl  targets  selected  by  Col  Lewane. 

R33TJLTS  (U) 

rhemy  looses  included* 

270  XTA  i'jv'd y  Count) 

300  KIA  (>?:•. oable) 

7  VC  Captives 
40  Small  Arms 
23  Craw  Served  Weapons 
1633  Hounds  of  Ammunition 

(C)  Friendly  losses  are  aa  follows* 


1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 


Hq  Troop 

KIA 

m 
s  5 

B  Troop 

7  (1 

DO; )  32 

0  Troop 

(2 

DCM)  18 

Total 

12 

55 
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2d  Battalion,  IQth  Infantry 


A  Company 
B  Company 
C  Company 
Total 


KIA  WIA 

1  12 

1  10 

_£  (1  DOW)  12 

7  59 


4^ 


Seven  armored  personnel  carriers  and  four  tanks  were  damaged. 

One  personnel  carrier  and  one  UH-1D  were  destroyed, 

CONCLUSION  (U) 

As  the  reaotion  forces  continued  to  search  the  battle  area,  con¬ 
clusive  evidence  was  found  that  the  271st  VC  Sediment  had  been  deoiB- 
ively  defeated  and  again  failed  in  its  assigned  mission  to  destroy 
U.S.  armored  forces  along  Route  13»  The  rout  of  271  at  Regiment  oan 
be  attributed  to  several  significant  facts* 

From  the  first  indication  of  oontact  until  the  VC  withdrew  in 
defeat,  Lt  Col  Lewane  was  in  complete  command  of  the  situation.  At 
the  time  of  contact,  the  squadron  was  under  OPCON  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry.  Because  he  had  complete  control  of  the  situation,  subor¬ 
dinate  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  were  placed  under 
hie  control  when  committed  to  the  battle.  Except  for  short  periods 
of  time  when  he  returned  to  refuel,  he  was  over  the  battle  area. 

During  his  absence,  he  had  hie  S-3  replace  him  to  control  the  action 
and  coordinate  the  fire  eupport.  Col  Lewane  wae  in  constant  com¬ 
munication  with  his  troop  commanders,  artillery  observers,  ’orward 
air  controllers,  and  gunehips.  Re  coordinated  all  the  fiieu  to 
insure  that  the  maximum  amount  of  uninterrupted  firepower  oould  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy  forces. 

Lt  Col  McChrystal's  plans  for  deployment  of  the  rapid  reaotion 
force  saved  many  valuable  minutea,  preventing  a  larger  number  of  VC 
from  withdrawing. 

The  decision  of  General  DaPuy  to  divert  helioopters  for  the 
lift  of  2 t  Battalion,  18th  Infantry,  coupled  with  the  movement  of 
B  Comp--':',7  by  vehicle  to  the  pickup  zone  cut  to  a  minimum,  the  time 
between  landing  of  the  two  companies. 

Preplanned  airs trikes  were  available  for  diversion  to  the  area 
of  contact  and  subsequent  close  air  support  was  continuous.  There 
was  unlimited  supper:  t  with  varying  quantities  and  types  of  ordnance. 

Medium  and  caliber  artillery  was  available  within  range 

of  the  battle  air-  -v-l  rapidly  responded  to  requests  for  fire  by 
Col  Lewane. 

Troop  C  was  not  initially  engaged  and  was  available  for  immed¬ 
iate  reinforcement  on  Col  Lewane' e  order. 

The  tremendous  base  of  fire  laid  down  by  the  tanks  and  personnel 
oarriers,  coupled  with  the  tenacity  with  which  perscinel  fought  and 
the  out  f  tendin'*  leadership  given  the  men,  were  instrumental  in  over¬ 
coming  the  numerically  superior  VC  foroe.  As  squad  and  platoon  leaders 
were  vounded  or  killed,  assistants  immediately  assumed  command  so  that 
at  no  time  were  the  troops  lacking  direction. 


10 

:ON~j:)E><TlAL 


h’U  ■ 


.<7 


The  time  contact  was  made  is  particularly  significant.  The 
battle  started  at  0930  leaving  ten  hours  of  daylight  for  the  battle 
to  develop,  a  reaction  force  to  be  committed,  and  a  search  of  the 
battle  area  to  be  conducted  after  contact  was  broken.  This  denied 
the  enemy  the  capability  to  police  the  area, 

leather  conditions  did  not  limit  the  ability  of  the  forward  air 
controllers  or  artillery  observers  to  plaoe  effective  fire  on  the 
enemy. 

Incl  —  MAP  1  -  1st  Inf  Div  Troop  Dispositions 
MAP  2  -  Area  of  Operation  1*50,000 
MAP  3  -  PICTOMAP  Area  of  Operation  1*25,000 
Sketch  Maps  1-6 
Overlay  -  Battle  of  HO  KRIGNOU 
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ANNEX  B  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
Battle  of  LOC  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  Narrative 

RESUME  OF  BATTLE  OF  LOC  NINH  RUBBER  PLANTATION 

The  Battle  of  the  LOC  NIKH  Rubber  Plantation  was  conducted  under 
the  canopy  of  the  gently  rolling  IOC  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  two  kilo¬ 
meters  west  and  northwest  of  LOC  NINH,  coord  XU  737097*  Vegetation 
under  the  60  foot  rubber  trees  was  negligible.  Weather  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  fair  with  the  exception  of  heavy  ground  fog  in  the  early 
morning.  The  fog  delayed  the  helibome  portion  of  the  operation  from 
0620H  until  081 5H  when  the  fog  dissipated  sufficiently  to  allow  the 
HU-1D  helicopters  to  make  their  lift  of  one  CIDG  platoon  and  one  platoon 
from  A  Company  into  the  LZ  vie  coord  XU  702112.  Touchdown  was  110835H 
Jun  66  following  a  five  minute  gunship  preparation  in  the  area„ 

The  ground  blocking  elements,  two  platoons  from  A  Company,  2/2Sth 
Inf  departed  the  LOC  NINH  area  at  0715H  along  Route  RED  ana  Route  BLUE, 
respectively.  At  0735H  these  elements  reported  receiving  SA  fire  from 
approximately  one  platoon  of  VC  vie  coord  XU  715093.  A  Company's  81mm 
mortars  were  fired  into  the  area  with  unknown  results.  In  the  same  vie, 
at  081  OH,  the  blocking  elements  had  three  wounded  by  SA  fire  from  the  VC 
positions  at  the  top  of  Hill  150.  The  81mm  mortars  from  A  Company  were 
again  called  on  the  hilltop.  Following  the  mortar  barrage  the  two 
blocking  platoons  moved  into  positions  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  VC 
locations  on  Hill  150,  vie  coord  XU  715095. 

The  heliborne  elements  after  their  initial  landing,  headed  south  .  . 
toward  their  original  objective  of  the  Village  Nr.  10  complex,  centered 
at  XU  71 01  CO.  At  0349H  the  blocking  elements  reported  receiving  MG  fire 
from  a  bunker  at  vie  coord  .XU  717095.  Upon  receiving  this  information  ... 
the  CIDG/A  Company  elements  altered  their  mission  and  moved  south  to 
assist  against  v?hat  was  now  estimated  to  be  at  least  one  VC  platoon 
entrenched  on  top  of  Hill  150,  A  Company1  a  platoon  moved  to  the  north 
of  the  VC  positions  tying  in  with  the  two  blocking  forces  on  the  east 
and  south,  thus  forming  a  U-shaped  ring  open  to  the  NW«  The  CIDG  platoon 
attempted  to  penetrate  the  VC  positions  from  the  but  were  repulsed  by 
heavy  SA  and  AW  fire  coming  from  the  well  entrenched  enemy.  The  CIDG 
elements  then  displaced,  tying  in  with  A  Company's  blocking  elements  on 
the  south.  81mm  mortars  were  immediately  called  in  to  the  north,  sealing 
off  ary  VC  route  of  withdrawal. 

Due  to  the  intensity  of  the  iignting  C  Company  was  alerted  at  0910H 
to  be  prepared  to  move  on  foot  to  assist  A  Company.  At  0940H  C  Company 
was  ordered  to  move  in  support  of  the  elements  around  Kill. 150.  By 
1030H  A  and  C  Companies  had  linked  up,  C  Company  moving  around  toward 
coord  XU  71309G.  As  C  Company  moved  to  effect  tie  an,  A  Company  indicated 
that  VC  were  moving  to  the  NE  toward  Hill  177-  vie  coord  XU  72111.1*  C 
Company  was  then  ordered  by  the  battalion  commander  to  move  north  to 
intercept  and  attack  the  VC  in  that  Vicinity. 

Upon  approaching' coord  XU  7201 QA  C  Company  ran  into  intense  ground 
fire  from  at  least  one  VC  company  firmly  entrenches  in  bunkers  with 
overhead  cover  in  the  vie  of  Hill  177.  Artillery  <,nd  4.2"  mortar  fire 
was  called  on  the  VC  positions  and  to  the  north  to  prevent  the  VC  from 
escaping.  At  1200H  C  Company  requested  ammunition  resupply  and  further 
assistance  to  maneuver  against  the  eneiiy  force,  7x.  less  than  15  minutes 
two  helicopter  loads  of  ammunition  were  airdropped  on  C  Company's  front 
lines.  The  Recon  Platoon  was  inuediately  dispatched  on  foot  from  LOC  NINH 
with  still  additional  ammunition  and  a  mission  of  adding  the  C . Company 
attacking  elements  south  of  Hill  177. 
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The  Recon  element  moved  to  A  Company's  CP  location,  vie  coord 
XU  720092  and  then  proceeded  north  to  assist  C  Company,  killing  three 
VC  snipers  along  the  way.  At  1330H  Recon  and  C  Company  linked  up  with 
Recon  being  placed  on  C  Company  left  flank  vie  coord  XU  717104.  In  pre¬ 
paration  for  an  assault,  more  artillery  was  fired  on  ths  VC  positions 
around  Hill  177.  The  attack  commenced  at  1425H  with  C  Company  on  line 
east  to  west  and  the  Recon  Platoon  pinching  in  on  VC  trenchwork  from 
the  west  along  a  ridgeline  running  north  vie  coord  XU  71 51 13* 

■  At  this  point  the  VC  concentrated  their  fire  on  Recon  snd  C  Company 
platoon  bn  the  left,  hurling  grenades  and  firing  SA  from  the  trees.  . . 
Simultaneously,  the  VC  began  hitting  the  Recon  Platoon's  left  flank  with 
intensified  SA  and  AW  fire.  The  Recon  in  turn-  attempted  to  fall  bad:  to 
prevent  the  VC  enveloping  movement.  While  in  the  process  of  accomplishing 
this  maneuver,  the  VC  moved  a  machinegun  into  a  trench  occupied,  by  the  . 
reraining  Recon  elements,  resulting  in  the  VC  overrunning  the  positions. 

C  Company  immediately  countered  with  its  reserve  platoon,  eliminating 
the- VC  resistance,  pushing  the  enemy  off  Hi?  1  177  into  the  artillery 
volleys  to  the'  north  and  northwest,  terminating  this  portion  of  the 
battle  at  around  1 1 1 61 5H  Jun  66.  •  ■  ■  • ■ 


Meanwhile,  in  the  A  Company  area  to  the  south,  consecutive  assaults 
from  the  north,'  south,  and  west  failed  to  dislodge  the  VC  from  their  ■ 
entrenched  positions.  'A  CIDG  company  moving  west  on  patrol  was  diverted 
into  a  blocking  position  vie  coord  XU  700090.  A  Company's  81  inn  mortars 
continued,  to  pound  the  VC  positions,  but  to  no  apparent  avail.  The 
battalion  commander  then  decided  to  commit  his  final  reserve,,  R  Company, 
at  1430H,  at  the  same  time  moving  the  CIDG  company  east  to  XU  713090  .into 
a  more  advantageous  blocking  and  maneuvering  Ide&tion.  •• 

''  ■  •  •-  --f  -WSX.V 

When  B  Company  linked  up  with  A  Company  at  1 500JI  tha Company,,, 
elements  were  repositioned  to  allow  the  artillery  to:  fire  preparation 
all- along  Hill  150  prior  to  ah  assault  by  B  Company  .ao-ln-  the  meantime 
the  CIDG  platoon  attached  to  A  Company  and  positioned.-. vie  ,  coord  XU  714093 
retreated  to  the  south  after  their  interpreter  had- been. -killed  .by  the  VC, 
thus  creating  a  gap  irt  the  A  Company1  lines  on  the  eduthy...  The  SF  Advisor 
then  wcinefi  'A  Company  until  the  'battle"  ended.  .•  ,  <r 

■  ’  •  •  1  v  ■  !'c  A  ••  .V  :  j  A.  !■'■•  .  ec  ui- * :  . 

Following  a  sixteen  •  volley  artillery  :  bombardment  >B  Company  assaulted 
Hill  150  at  1 63OH,  completely  overruning  the  VC  positions.  The  VC  fled 
to  the  south  arid  ralr’iriio  a  heavy  volumn.df  fire  from  the  CIDG  blocking 
■  force,  causing  the  VC'td  sCAtter-SW-in.  complete  disorganization, 

'  •  '  •  -.  '■  •  -r  -.-'J  jC*:  : >:  ■ 

Aftjer  thd'  final  assault,  ,'ednsdIidatioh9  were. made  in  the  battalion 
zone  of  action*  '  Casualties  were  then' evacuated,  ammunition  resupply  was 
" effected,  'and •  the  battlefield-  was  "policed  of  VC  bodies  and  equipment 
''vlt'h-’  a  thorough  search' of  the  entire  area.  The  battalion  then  moved  on 
foot  back' to  base  camp  location 'Around  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip,  final, 
eleventh  closing  at  112100H  Juri;  66,.'  ;  ,  1 

■  •"  ’.>! 

1.  Casualty  Figures: 

.  '  '  •  '  ’  •  .I.,  - 


us  •  '  '■  vc--  ,-.Vj.. 

1  ■  -  •  ;  ’ '..V  '--i.  .-1  >•  •  ;,r. 

ICIA  -  33  ICIA.^  9eW-— i  •  v- 

lfHA  -  33  '  VJIA 1  (Captured )  '  -1.  ..r-. 


ANNEX  B  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
Battle  of  LOG  NINH  Rubber  Plantation  Narrative  (Con»t) 

The  enemy  force  was  estimated  to  be  from  two  to  three  main 
force  VC  companies.  Because  of  the  nature  of  resistance  this  estimation 
was  never  apparent  until  approximately  1200H. 

2.  Enemy  Equipment  Captured: 

a.  6Ctam  mortar  1  each  complete  with  ammunition. 

b.  SKS  Russian  Carbine  —  1  each. 

c.  Panzerfaust  — . . -  1  each  with  ammunition. 

d.  MG-42  machinegun  — — --  1  each. 

e.  VC  webgear. 

f.  VC  medical  supply. 

h.  Numerous  grenades,  mines  and  small  arms  ammunition. 

3.  .  Ammunition  Expended: 

a.  81  mm  mortars  —  400  HE,  14  HI. 

b.  4.2"  mortars  —  95  HE,  5  WP. 

c.  105mm  Arty  — —  1143  HE. 

d.  Small  arms  - two  basic  loads. 

4.  Air  Sorties  Flown:  Air  was  used  to  block  VC  route  of  escape 
to  the  west  side  of  the  battle  area.  Sixteen  sorties  were  flown  by 
F-100's,  F-4C's,  and  Navy  A1H  aircraft.  Ordnance  expended  as  follows: 
CBU,  Napalm,  250  pound  fragmentation  bonis,  2Cttm  cannon. 
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2nd  Bn,  28th  Inf,  1st  Inf  Wv 
Loc  Ninh,  South  Vietnam  (XU  7308) 
101600H  Jun  66 
KM 

FRAG  ORDER  (OPERATION  EL  PASO  II) 

REFERENCE:  MAP,  SOUTH  VIETNAM}  1 : 50, 000  LOC  NINH  6346  IV}  LOC  THIEN 
6346  III. 

1,  MISSION:  A  Co  w/l  platan  CIDG  conducts  search  of  Village  Nr.  10, 
Loc  Ninh  Rubber  Plantation,  vie  coord  XU  7209,  to  clear  area  of 
local  VC. 

2.  EXECUTION: 

a.  Concept  of  operation:  A  Co  (-)  w/CIDG  platoon  attached,  at 
110600H  commences  move  by  foot  and  HU1D  helicopter  to  surround 
Village  Nr.  10  and  clear  it  of  VC  and  VC  sympathizers. 

b.  A  Co:  At  0600H  two  platoons  follow  Route  Red  and  Route  Blue 
to  blocking  positions  east  and  south  of  Village  Nr.  10.  At 
O63OH  one  platoon  from  A  Co  w/one  platoon  of  CIDG  helilifted 
to  LZ  XU  701112,  move  south,  conduct  search  and  clear  of  VC  in 
Village  Nr.  10. 

c.  B  Co:  Be  prepared  to  reinforce  A  Co  on  20  min.  alert. 

d.  C  Co:  Be  prepared  to  reinforce  A  Co  on  5  min.  alert. 

e.  Heavy  Mortar:  GS,  priority  to  A  Co. 

f.  Recon:  Reinforce  on  call. 

g.  AT:  Demo  support  on  call. 

h.  Coord.  Instructions: 

(1)  A  Co  send  one  man  to  maintain  constant  coordination  with 
CIDG, 

(2)  Gunship  prep  of  LZ  five  minutes  prior  to  landing. 

(3)  71  and  VCS  evacuated  to  Loc  Ninh  on  foot. 

(4)  Evacuate  casualties  to  rear  on  foot  if  possible.  Dustoff 
on  call,  Dustoff  freq:  45.7 

(5)  FAC  freq:  43.6  •  . 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  MINH  THANH  ROAD 

The  272d  Viet  Cong  Main  Force  Regiment  is  considered  the  elite 
regiment  of  the  9th  VC  Division.  However,  during  the  Battle  of  MINH 
THANH  Road  on  9  July  1966,  this  regiment  suffered  its  second  defeat  by 
the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  supporting  forces.  On  8  June  1966,'  tvo; 
battalions  of  the  272d  Regiment;  had  attacked  an  armored  cavalry  column  •  ■ 
ar.d  were  severely  decimated’ during  the  three  and  a  half  hours  attack:. 

The  Battle  of  MINH  THANH  Road  is  another  example  of  the  departure  from 
conventional  tactics  the  1st  Infantry  •  Division  had' experienced  during 
its  first  year  in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam,  ' 

The’.  Battle  of  MINH  THANH  Road  was  'one '  of  five  major’  actions  in 
which  Viet- Cong  Main  Force  Regiments  were  engaged  and  defeated  by  men 
of  the'  Big  Red  One  during  Operation  EL  PASO',  June  -  July  1966.-  The 
battle  is  classic  in  two  respects.  First  was  the  planning  and  execution. 
Sec'ond,  this  was  not;  an  instance  of  where  the  VC  alone  planned  the  attack 
end  launched  it  at  a  time  and  place  of  their  choosing,  withdrawing  before 
adequate1  resources  were  deployed  in  reaction. 

Based  bn  the  previous  successes  of  ROADRUNNER  operations  conducted 
by  armored  cavalry  forces,  the  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division, 
gave  the  1st  Brigade  Commander  the  mission  of  developing  a  plan  to  lure 
the  Viet  Cong  into  attacking  US  forces.  Colonel  Sidney  B  Berry  Jr 
received  the  mission,  gave  his  staff  the  concept  of  operation,  and  issued 
the  order  for  Operation  QLYMPIA/EL  PASO  (GPffiD  23-66),  6  July.  The  1st' 
Brigade  mission  was:  "to  position  forces  and  conduct  reconnaissance  in 
force  to  lure  VC  forces  to  ambush/attack  the  column,  enabling  the  1st  1 
Brigade  to  destroy  TO  forces  by  offensive  action."  Operation  OLYMPIA 
was  a  multi-phase  plan  in  concept,  easily  modified  to  insure  response 
to  attacks  on' either  the  MINH  THANH  Road  or  National  Route  13  south  of 
AH  LOC.  In  response  to  additional  guidance  from  General  DePuy,  the  . 

1 st  Brigade  included  a  feint  against  SROC  COM  TRANG.  On  8  July,  a  ■ 
simulated  airmobile  assault  would  be  conducted  into  an  LZ  vicinity  SROC 
CON  TRANG  following  air  and  artillery  preparations  causing  the  VC  to  be 
drawn  into  the  killing  zone  of  a  B-52  strike.  Subsequent  to  receipt  of 
the  mission,  extensive  planning,  reconnaissance  and  Wargaming’  was  con-  •’ 
ducted.  All  commanders  participated  in  the  plan  ah'd  knew  exactly,  what  *' 
the  philosophy  was  and  what  the  other  coumanders  felt;\  J This'. facilitated 
the  carrying  out  of  modifications  with  a  minimum  of  rhdid- transmissions 
once  contact  was  made.  ■  On' 9  July,  Phase  II  of  the  coiicept'  bf -•'Operations 
would  commence  with  Task7 Force  DRAGOON,  consistingObf  IS* and-  ' 

1/4  Cavalry  and  B  Company  1/2^  Infantry,  conducting' a  Reconnaissance  in 
force  along  Route  KNIFE  (mapl)  tb'” MINH  THANH  "  •  TF  •  DRAGOON"- would  receive 
engineer -equipment  at'  JttNH'TRAKH  and  return  to  AN  LOC1.' ' l In"  the '  event  TF 
DRAGOON  was  ambushed  or  attacked  ‘enroUtej,  forces'  previously  'positioned 
would' respond  immediately  as  the' situation  developed.  Comritmeht  of 
initial  battalions  would  be  against  the  VC  flanks.  Remaining  battalions 
would  be  committed  to  the  immediate1' battle,  irea  or  to  blocking  positions. 
Landing  zones  and  tentative' blocking  positions  along  likely.  VO  routes  of 
withdrawal  were  selected  (map'1;)"to  be  . occupied  on  order,  Tofurther 
insure  the  VO  were  lured  into  contact,''  the  movement  of  bulldozers  and;  ■  • 
resupply  trucks  from  MINH  THANH  to  All  LOC  escorted  with  a  small  amount 
of  armored  cavalry  was  leaked.  Information  was  also  leaked  that  a  con¬ 
voy  would  be  moving  down  Route  1.3  in  uhe  near  future  iW’hOpas  that  should 
the  VC  not  be  lured  into  attacking  the  MINH  THANH  convoy,  they  would, 
attack  the  one  on  Route  13,  The  latter  convey  would  be  covered  by 
Artillery  Base  II,  The  attack  on  the  MINH  THANH  Road,  was -preferred 
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because  of  landing  zones.  The  plan  was  wargamed  from  the  VC  standpoint 
and  although  five  possible  sites  were  selected  for  the  attack,  the  final 
position  selected  was  the  same  location  the  actual  attack  took  place. 

The  intelligence  estimate  indicated  a  minimum  of  one  battalion  and 
possibly  a  regiment  could  be  expected  to  attack.  Intelligence  ted  shown 
the  272d  Regiment'  to  be  operating  in  the  area  in  regimental  strength.' 

On  7  July,  the  1st  Brigade  began  positioning  its  forces  and'Ccm- 
«d  care  and  maintenance  for  future  operations.  Headquarters,  and: 

D  Bauteries,  8/6th  Artillery  and  A  Battery  l/5th  Artillery  meved  to:  ■ 
Artillery  Base  I.  The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced  infiltration 
to  lil'K  THANH,  using  UK-1D  and  CV-2  aircraft.  The  move  was  completed  oh 
3  *  2y.  Forces  at  KENH  THANH  then  included  2/2d  and  1/lBth  Infantry  and 
;'a.  ,ery  C,  2/33d  Artillery,.  The  simulated  airmobile  assault  v?as  con-  , 
u.ctad  on  8  July  by  elements  of  1/28th  Infantry,  followed  by  the  B-52 
i  r- 1  at  1100  hours.  Air  strikes  were  also  employed  against  suspected 
7-  rases  in  the  SROC  CON  TRANG  area.  Headquarters  Battery,  l/5th  Artil- 
lei  i  and  C  Battery  1  /7th  Artillery  moved'  to  Artillery  Base  II.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Robert  Haldane's  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  occupied 
poritions  around  the  abandoned  airstrip  2500  meters  east  of  Artillery 
Base  I  and  secured  the  artillery  with  one  canpany.  The  1st  Battalion, 

16th  Infantry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rufus  G.  Lazzell,  moved 
from  LOC  NINH  to  QUAN  LOT,  5500  meters  northeast  on  AN  L0C,  and  came 
under  control  of  1st  Brigade.  Company  C,  1/2  Infantry  and  an  ARVN  APC 
troop  provided  security  for  Artillery  Base  II.  The  1/18  Infantry  main¬ 
tained  one  company  at  position  S5  and  the  battalion  (— )  at  the  KENH  THANH 
airfield.  The  2/2  Infantry  occupied  overnight  positions  in  vicinity  of 
S11. 

The  1/18  Infantry  (-)  began  moving  to  S5  at  0605  on  9  July,  followed 
by  the  movement  of  2/2  Infantry  to  S11  at  0656.  Company  B,  1/28  Infantry, 
assisting  in  the  security  of  Artillery  Base  I,  returned  to  control  of  the 
parent  organization. 

At  0700  hours  9  July,  Task  Force  DRAGOON  crossed  the  start  point  at 
the  AN  LOC  airfield  with  C  Troop,  commanded  by  Captain  Stephen  Slattery, 
leading.  Troop  B,  commanded  by  Captain  David  Kelly  followed  at  0710. 

The  artillery  began  firing  preparation  along  Route  KNIFE  at  0720  hours. 

>.e  to  the  low  overcast  and  its  interference  with  close  air  support,  the 
column  halted  at  0755  in  the  vicinity  of  Check  Point  HANK.  A  30  minute 
delay  was  anticipated,  but  it  was  0900  before  the  column  resumed  move¬ 
ment.  LTC  Lewane,  overflying  the  column,  gave  the  or  Ter  to  move  and 
Troop  C  continued  to  lead.  The  tactical  formation  'consisted  of  two  pla¬ 
toons  flanking  the  road  with  a  command  group  and  a  third  platoon  following 
on  the  roadway.  However,  as  the  column  proceeded  beyond  the  rubber 
plantation,  the  thickness  of  the  Underbrush  and  secondary  Jungle  growth 
forced  those  elements  on  the  flanks  to  return  to  the  roadway.  Tanks 
werr  interspersed  with  the  platoons  and  a  mechanized  flame  thrower  was 
integrated  into  the  tactical  formation  of  each  troop.  Personnel  of  B 
Company,  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  were  integrated  into  the  elements 
of  the  squadron  (-)  with  the  majority  with  C  Troop,  giving  each  person¬ 
nel  carrier  six  fighting  troops.  After  the  column  had  proceeded  approx¬ 
imately  2100  meters,  the  terrain  on  the  flanks  of  the  road  opened  suf¬ 
ficiently  for  assumption  of  the 'flanking  wedge  formation.  The  flanking 
platoons  employed  reconnaissance  by  fire,  but  no  fire  was  returned  and 
no  energy  activity  was  observed.  Artillery  continued  to  fire  on  pre-1 
planned  concentrations  approximately  200  to  300t  meters  ahead  of  the  column 
and  about  100  meters  off  the  road.  Fire  teams ’(armed  UH-IB's)  and  ah 
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armed  CH-47  were  also  conducting  reconnaissance  b y  fire  on  both  sides  of 
the  road.  The  aerial  scouts  from  D  Troop  flew  ahead  and  to  the  flanks 
of  the  column  to  detect  any  VC  movement. 


Troop  G  assumed  a  box  formation  approximately  200  meters  before 
reaching  Check  Point  DICK  with  the  Troop  Headquarters  closing  the  box 
in  the  rear  and  maintaining  contact  with  the  trail  troop.  An  artillery  _■ 
preparation,  followed  by  airstrikes,  softened  up  the- bridge  area. 

Napalm  was  particularly  effective  in  burning  out  dense  undergrowth 
adjacent  to  the  bridge.  Following  the  airstrikes,  the.  lead  platoon, 
with  two  engineer  mine  sweeper/deaolition  teams  attached  and  supported  try 
overwatching  tank  fire,  moved  rapidly  to  the  bridge  site.  .  Dismounted 
personnel  secured  both  sides  of  the'  bridge  and  after  a  check,  revealed, 
no  demolitions  were  installed  on  the  bridge*  several. Mill's  crossed  to. 
add  force  to  the  far  side.  Extensive  scouting,  mine  sweeping,  and  checks 
found  no  evidence  of  enemy  activity  and  the  bridge  was  determined  to  be 
in  good  enough  condition  to  support  heavy  armor.  After  the  bridge  was. 
secured,  the  1st  and  2d  Platoons  moved  rapidly  across  and  established  .  , 
blocking  positions  bn  both  sides  of  the  road.  1TC  Lewane  called  at  this 
time  and  instructed  the  column  to  speed  up  the  operation.  Because  of  the 
combination  of  the  time  factor  and  the  thick  jungle  growth  adjacent  to 
the  road,  the  column  f onnation  was  resumed  as  the  squadron  continued 
movement  toward  Check  Point  TOM.  :!'•>  ,  ; 

A  forward  air  controller  (FAC),  flying-  over  Route  KNIFE  spotted  an 
estimated  squad  of  VC  at  0945  in  vicinity. of  Check-Point  TOM. headed 
north.  An  airstrike  wa3  immediately  called  . ia  op  the  -eneny.  However, 
the  column  continued  without  incident  until  1110..  >At,a  point  midway, 
between  Check  Point  3  DICK  and  TOM*  Lieutenant  <Jack  lyons,  1st  Platoon 
leader  of  C  Troop,-  reported  an  -estimated  five  VC  crossing  the  road  from 
north  to  south.  A  second  group  of  about-  ten  VC.  crossed  the  road  in  the 
same  direction  and  were  taken  under  fire  by.  the  main  tank  gun.  This  was 
followed  by  incoming  small  arms  fire  then  automatic  weapons  fire.  The 
lead  elements  rapidly  deployed  and  were  engaged  by  eneny  mortar  and 
anti-tank  fire.  By  1115  the  entire  column  was  receiving  heavy  automatic 
weapons,  recoilless  rifle,  mortars,  and  small  arms-fire  (sketch  map). 


LTC  Lewane  requested  a  determination  be-  made  as  to  .the  direction  of 
the  main  attack  and  on  which  side  of  the  road  the  major  concentrations, 
were  located.  This  was  extremely  difficult  to  determine  because  of  .the 
tremendous  volume  of  fire  from  the  deployed  tanks  and  Mil 3 !s  end.xhe1'^ 
confusion  that  existed  as  personnel  became  misoriented  as  the.  ve^cles 
maneuvered  -up  and  down  the  column.  Reports  were  -received. that,  the '* 
were  attempting 'to  ’cross  the  road  ahead  of -the  ;jcolumn  from., right  to  left 
and  that ' enemy  fire- received  from  the  rear.was  caning  from  the  left  side 
of  the  road.  -  Based  oh'  these ’-events,  initial  determination  was  made  that 
the 'rtairi -force' was- on  the 'left’  (south)  side  of  the  road.  Soon  after 
this* 'as  accurate  casualty  counts  and  concise  reports  from  the  personnel 
on  the  ground  and  aerial  observers  were  received,  it  was  then  determined 
that  the  main  VC  force  was  concentrated  on  the  right  side  or  northwest 
of  the" contact' ’point.  Artillery  fire  was  concentrated  in  this  area. 

The '"delay  in  making  an  early  and  accurate  determination  was  probably 
the  most  critical'time  of  the  battle  because,  of 'itf  - influence  cn  springing 
the  reaction  forces.  The  actual-ambush  site  ,w as , -approximately  1000  meters 
/  long.  Foxholes  with  overhead  cover 'were  prepared:  in-, the  ditch  along  the 
/  road,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  fully  occupied-uptil.shqr^ly  before  the 
.  firing  started.  The  bulk  of  the  forces  were-  from  lOp.-to  4P0.  meters  from 
j  the  road  and  moved  up  to  fighting  positions  as  the. column  moved  into  the 
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contact  area.  Drainage  ditches,  dug  at  a  45  degree  angle  into  the  contact 
area,  were  used  as  fire  lanes  by  the  VC  although  apparently  were  not  dug 
for  this  purpose, 

A3  soon  as  the  attack  started,  the  squadron  assumed  a  compressed 
formation.  The  lead  troop  compressed  and  the  trail  troop  closed  on  the 
lead  troop  and’  also  compressed.  The  gunships  and  aerial  scouts  immediately 
moved  out  of  the  way  of  the  airstrikes  and  artillery  to  a  distance  of 
•  kilometers  and  began  looking  for  withdrawal  routes.  .The  ACH-47 
vas  hit  at  1 129  and'  forced  on  the  road  approximately  600  meters 
southwest  of  DICK.  It  was  later  extracted  by  a  "Flying  Crane".  This 
area  was  also  designated  as  the  initial  Dust  Off  pickup  zone  and  forward 
logistics  site.  ’  ,  , 

COL  Berry  alerted  Major  John  C  Bard  at  1105  to  be  prepared  to  move 
the  1/13  Infantry  to  position  N9  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jack  L  Conn  to 
be  prepared  to  move  the  2/2  Infantry  on  order.  At  1117.  the  1/18  Infantry 
was  ordered  to  move  on  the  trail  from  position  S5  as  the  Battlefield 
Assault  Force  and  minutes  later  the  1 st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  was 
alerted  for  possible  movement  to  position  NC  or  ND.  The  order  was 
given  at  1130  for  the  1/28  .Infantry  to  move  to  ND,  then  to  the  west  and 
occupy  a  position  southwest  of  ND  from  where  it  was  planned  to  attack  the 
enemy  column  to  the  southwest.  The  2/2  Infantry  was  ordered  to  move  to 
position  S4,  on  foot,  report  their  location,  and  prepare  to  attack  due 
north.  As  the  1/18  Infantry  started  moving  to  N9,  they  found  moving  in 
the  heavy  jungle  undergrowth  very  difficult.  General  DePuy  directed 
division  artillery  to  put  more  observers  over  the  contact  area.  The 
1/18  Infantry  became  tangled  up  in  bunkers  and  foxholes  and  requested 
more  close  air  support. 

COL  Berry  radioed  his  present  plans  summary  to  the  Division  Tactical 
Operations  Center  (DTOC)  at -1134s  "The  1/18  Infantry  iB  moving  north 
parallel  to  the  road  to  relieve  pressure  on  the  cavalry  and  "to  hit  the 
VC  flank.  The  1/28  Infantry  will  land  on  LZ  HD  and  move  west  to  occupy 
positions  southwest  of  ND  and,  await  orders.  The  1/28  Infantry  is  planning 
to  attack  along  the  enemy  column  to  the  southwest.  The  2/2  Infantry 
will  move  by  foot  to  blocking  position  S4  report  upon  arrival  and  then 
'  prepare  to  move  north  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  TF  DRAGOON.  The  1/16 
Infantry  has  been  alerted  for  possible  movement  at  1200  hours  into  the 
forward  area."  This  pirn  was  later  modified  by  moving  2/2  Infantry  to 
NC  by  helicopter.  During  the 'time  the  brigade  commander  was  relaying 
his  plans,  the  VC  were  hitting  the  column  with  mortars  and  recoilless 
rifle  fire.  Artillery  was  hitting  the  enemy  .force  with  such  a  heavy 
volume  of  fire,  only  the  personnel- on  the  ground  could . observe  its 
devastating  effect.  Air  strikes  were  continuous  and  at  one  time  five 
flights  of  fighter  bombers  were  stacked  up  waiting,  their  turn  to  go  in. 

LTC  Lewane's  estimate  of  the  size  of  the  eneny  force  was  possibly  two 
battalions  or  a  regiment. 

The  first  lift  of  the  1/28  Infantry  was  off  the  ground  at  1210  hours 
and  touched  down  on  L Z  ND  at  1215.  By  1230  the  entire  battalion  had 
closed  ND.  The  1/28  Infantry  controlled  its  own  fires  on  the  LZ,  but 
care  under  Operational  Control  (0PC0N)  of  Conmanding  Officer  1/4  Cavalry  (-) 
at  1250  by  direction  of  COL  Berry.  At  this  time  B  and  C  Troop  had  com¬ 
pressed  ’400  meters  southwest  of  DICK  .and  casualties  were  being  evacuated 
to  the  Dust  Off  area  vicinity  of  the  downed  ACH-47*  COL  Berry  gave  the 
order  at  I326  to  Commanding  Officer  1 /1 6  Infantry  to  commence  his  hell- 
boms  assault  on  NC  and  be  prepared  to  move  to  N5  or  N6  (LZ  NA  was 
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considered  but  not  selected  because  it  was  too  obvious  and  would  probably 
be  ambushed.  This  left  NC  as  the  only  usable  LZ  from  which  the  infantry 
battalions  could  be  moved  to  blocking  positions  oft  the  northwest.) 


The  VC  appeared  to  have  broken  contact  about  1330  and  aerial 
observers  reported  large  groups  of  VC  moving  to  the  northwest.  Troops 
B  and  C  pulled  back  to  DICK  for  arasunition  resupply.  The  1/28  Infantry 
was  located  approximately  700  meters  from  DICK  moving  southwest,  parallel 
to  the  road.  When  the  battalion  reached  the  initial  contact  point  it 
also  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  force.  The  1/18  Infantry  was 
given  a  new  direction  of  attack;  east  with  the  right.-,  flank  op  the.  road 
and  left  flank  500  meters  into  the  woods.  By  1405,  1/16  Infantry,  had 
the  first  lift  enroute  .to  NC  and  the  2/2  Infantry  was  preparing  for,  lift 
to  the  same  LZ,  The.  1/18  Infantry  was  deploying  to  attack  parallel  to,., 
the  road  in  vicinity  of  TOM,  converging  on  DICK.  The  first  and  second 
lifts  of  the  1/16  Infantry  landed  on  NC  at  1417  and  1430  respectively. 

An  APC  troop  from  the  5th  ARVN  Division  linked  up  with  the  1/4  Cavalry.-  (-) 
at  1 525  and  was  given  instructions  to  retrieve  90®®  ammunition  that  had 
been  dropped  along  the  road  between  DICK  and  TOM,  The  1/18  Infantry 
received  a  change  in  direction  of  attack  at  1435;  new  direction  of 
attack  north  and  block  south  of  N5  *  - ;  An  energy  ,  blocking  position  was 
encountered  approximately  800 -meters  north  -  of  .TOM  and  air  strikes  were 
called  in.  The  aero  rifle  platoon  from  D-Troop  reinforced  C  Troop  at 
1500  because  more  casualties  had  been  s.u,$taiped j among  the  infantry  than 
with  B  Troop.  The  VC  broke  contact  with  the.,1  A®  -  Infantry  about  1540. 

At  1545,  COL  Berry  recommended  to  General  • DePuy  that  the  1/4  Cavalry  (-) 
and  ARVN  APC  troop  block  from  TOM  to  DICK.  The  1/28  Infantry  would 
attack  southwest  along  the  north  side  pf  . the, -road  an,4,then;fiweep;iback 
along  the  south  side.  The  l/l6  Infantry  was  to  rfrora-NCi.-to  $5, 
leaving  an  element  to  secure  the  LZ  for  iSiri-ypil-  0fr.tb9.;2/$J  Jnfap^y^ 

After  the  2/2  Infantry  arrived,  the  battalion  vquld,'-mfl^e,<to;:^$  §pd 
conjunction  with  l/l6  Infantry,  occupy. ■blo:cking1pppiiipn^I.^if;.r1 70% 
first  lift  of  the  2/2  Infantry  was  off  S4  enroute  to  NC.  The  1 /1 8  was 
still  in  light  contact  and  clearing  a  .bunker  complex.  VC  in  the  area 
were  wearing  a  leather  belt;,  with  a  ,copper:;bUcklfiiiaP4:‘&'u^ar.8uperi]^»sed 
on  the  buckle.  The:  1  /28  Infantry  was  caving,  pqbwpao  ;tho,.V/l  8  Ipfaptry-. 
and  the  road.,  .  The,  last  lift  of  bhe;  2/2  Ii^apt.r^  iam4«V.'pn;.NC  at-  1755# 

The  I./16  Infantry  found  the  movement;, ,to..N5.  to  ibpfyerjr.^ffioult^o;  !:  .!:? 
Although  contact  was  made  with  small,  grpupst.:pfjTVCrfibPing 'tWrtl.the  >••  • 
SAIGON  River,  the  greatest  difficulty  was  caused  by  the  heavy  jungle 
undergrowth,  .This  hurt  the  attempt-  to  close  the  ring  around  the  VC  force. 
One  small  fight  developed  duripg  yhiph  .LT^  Ip,z?ell:,wa&  '^KWidedw?  COL 
Berry  assumed  temporary .  command  of  ;thp,, batjt^fepn-.uritiileLTp-, George- 
Wallace  III  could  be  flown  in  to  the  'forward  area.  The  l/l6  and  2/2 
Infantry  established  blocking  positions. . vicinity  of  K5  and  NC  respectively 
Troop  B  occupied  a  blocking  position  .at-  TOM  while  ;l/l.8  Infantry  estab-  .  . 

lished  overnight,  positions  northwest,,pf  ;  TOM.;..., Tlift-.:1  A®  Infantry  swept 

■west  through  the  VC.  positions  on  .the  north  side  of.. the  road  and  then  .. 
returned  on.  ttye  south,  side.  ,._^ere;.va^.ye^,l^^ley.evidence  that  any 
considerable' VC  forces  had  been  south  of  the  road,  further  substantiating 
the  determination  that  the  main  attack-  Jiad  .come  from  the  northwest.  The 
1/28  Infantry  remained  overnight’ north . of.  TCI-U  Troop-C  remained  over> 
night  at  DICK  and.  the  ARyN.  AB.C, trpop/ midday,,  between  TOM  and  DICKi  An 
inventory  of .vehicles  revealed  that  four  Ml  13 ' s  and  one  M48A3  tank  had 
been. destroyed  and  three  additional  6113'?  had  bean  damaged. 


,  • ,  ..  ,-i  .i,v  ;  '  '.T, 

On  10  July,  the  1st  Brigade  forces  conducted  search  and  destroy  ., 
operations  to  locate  and  destroy  the.. remnant 5,, of  the  272d  VC  Regiment^  ■  ■-(. 
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block  routes  of  withdrawal,  and  deny  the  VC  safe  havens  west  of  the 
battlefield.  With  the  exception  of  contact  with  a  platoon  size  force 
and  one  of  unknown  size,  contact  was  limited  to  skirmishes  with  small 
groups  of  VC  attempting  to  flee  across  the  SAIGON  River.  The  2?2d  VC 
Main  Force  Regiment  had  sustained  the  loss  of  239  KIA  (Body  Count),  304 
KIA  (Probable),  eight  captives,  13  crew  served. weapons,  and  41.  small  arms. 
An  extensive  bunker  complex  was  discovered  1 500  meters  west  of  N5  and  a 
battalion  size  base  camp  was  located  approximately  1 500  meters  north  of 

The  2/2  Infantry  swept  from  NC  to  DICK.  Mortar  positions  wero 
.  ..scovc.rsd  and  evidence  indicated  the  VG  had  conducted  a  hasty  with— 

•’val  on  9  July.  The  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  conducted  a  search  of  the  area 
.  ,,-..-esn  DICK  and  TOM  and  moved  to  MINH  THANH  at  1630.  The  remaining 
i.ttalions  were  extracted  from  the  battle  area  on  11  July.  .  • 

Operation  OLYMPIA  achieved  the  results  for, which  it  was  generated; 
the  272d  VC  Main  Force  Regiment  was  lured  into  attacking  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  and  suffered  losses  that  probably  reduced. the  regiment  to  50$ 
strength,  .The  success  of  US  forces  during  the  Battle  of  MINH  THANH  Road 
can  be  attributed  to  several  significant  facts.  •  ■ 

Intelligence  proved  to  be  excellent  because  one  of  the  assumptions 
made  in  the  intelligence  estimate  was  that  the  2?2d  Regiment  was  operating 
in  the  area -in’ regimental  strength. 

The  value  of  thorough  and  deliberate  prior  planning  and  wargaming 
cannot  be  over  emphasized.  All  commanders  participated  in  development 
of.  the  plan  and  each  commander  knew  what  the  other  would  do.  It  was  a 
plan  of  the  whole  group  with  each  having  a  vested  interest.  As  the  plan 
was  modified.  It  was  easily  executed  because  every  commander  knew  the  • 
philosophy  and  how  other  commanders  felt,  ■ 

The  decision  to  delay  the  move  until  the  fog  and  overcast  dissipated 
had  a  profound  effect  on  the  final  outcome.  This  coupled,  with  the  fact 
that  the  attack  came  early  in  the  day  offered  a  sufficient  period  of  day¬ 
light  to  fight  the  battle  and  sweep  the  area  before  the  VC  had  the- 
opportunity  to  return  under  cover  of  darkness  and  remove  the  dead,  ■. 
wounded,  and  weapons,. '  ;  :  .  v  .  . 

The  artillery  and  close  air  support  were  effective  as  the  principle 
killer.  Over,  half  of  the  enemy  were  probably  killed  by  this  combined 
firepower;  The  road  provided  an  easily  defined  FSCL. -  With  friendly 
forces  fighting  from  the  road,  FAC's  and  airborne  observers  had  no  .  • 
question  as  to  where  to  place  the  fire.  The  positions  selected  for  the 
artillery  and  the  philosophy  of  bringing  the  artillery  north. of  the  FSCL 
and  the  air  south  placed  the  preponderance  of  both  in  these  areas..,.  The 
massed  155mm  and  8"  fires  were  instrumental  in  the  quick  breakup  of  the 
■VC  attack  and  subsequent  withdrawal..  Ninety-six  fighter,  bomber  sorties  .. 
were  expended  in  support  of  the  engaged  forces, 

The  support  provided  by  the  airlift  mission  coiaaander  had  a-  tremen¬ 
dous  effect  on  the  successful  outcome  of  the  operation.  Most  important, 
he  was  present  during  the  entire  planning  phase.  He  was  also  present 
with  the  unit  to  be  lifted  and  sent  his  representative  with  the  next 

ur-YJ  to  go.  •  • 

Conversely,  there  were  factors  that  had  a  detrimental  effect  on  , , 
the  outcome,  .  * 
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Battle  of  MINH  THANH  Road  Narrative  (Con«t) 

Most  critical  was  the  difficultyrin  determining  the  direction  of 
the  main  attack  and  its  influence  Mi  the  initial  movement  of  the  reaction 
?rces. 


Difficulty  in  moving  through  the  jungle  prevented  the  l/l6th  Infan¬ 
try  from  closing  the  ring  and  closing  of t  VC  escape  routes.  This  was 
compounded  by  the  lack  of  adequate  landing  zones  to  the  rsar  of  the  VC 
force. 


Viet  Cong  camouflage  and  fire  discipline  was  significant.  The  pre¬ 
planned  air  and  artillery  fires,  reconnaissance  by  fire,  and  continuous 
surveillance  by  airborne  observers  were  ineffective  in  causing  the  VC 
to  disclose  his  presence. 


Certain  readily  apparent  truths  emerged  from  the  Battle  of  MINH 
THANH  Road  in  the  form  of  lessons  learned.  While  the  basic  fundamentals 
of  tactical  operations  remain  unchanged,  changes  in  techniques  are 
required  as  a  result  of  lessons  learned  from  different  environmental 
conditions.  The  following  lessons  learned  are  included  for  the  benefit 
of  the  units  engaged  in  the  battle,  other  units  of  the  1st  Infantry 
Division,  and  other  agencies  interested  in  preparation  of  units  or 
individuals  for  combat  under  similar  conditions. 

The  direction  of  the  main  attack  and  the  major  concentration  of  VC 
forces  must  be  determined  immediately1.  This  is  important  for  two  primary 
reasons.  First,  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  bring  in  the  maximum  amount  of 
artillery  and  air  to  overcome  any  existing  numerical  superiority  and 
break  up  the  attack  during  the  most  critical  time,  the  first  30  minutes. 
Second,  reaction  forces  must  be  rapidly  deployed  to  flank  the  VC  posi¬ 
tions  and  block  routes  of  withdrawal*  Due  to  the  confusion  that  can 
result  as  personnel  become  ndsoriented,  a  recommended  method  of  pointing 
out  the  dirpc^ion.of  attack  is' through  the  use  of  smoke.  Supporting 
fires  should  have  . been  put  in  ' as  soon  as  the  first  VC  were  epotted. 

Doubling  the  amount  would  not  have  beet  too  milch.  Fires'  should  have 
been  placed  farther  from  the  road1 since  the  VC  were  initially  back  from 
the  road .from  100  -  400  meters  and  then  moved  up.  Reconnaissance  by 
fire  farther  back! would  have  gottsn  the  bulk  of  the  weapons  and  troops 

before  they  moved, :yp, to  fighting  positions  alohg:  the  ditches. 


The  main  attack  was  expect ed^from  the  direction  of  Where  the  jungle 
was. most  dense, .  It  did  come  from  that  direction  where  there  were  few 
or(.no  landing  zones  and  thus  ,  prevented  attacks  on  the  flanks  and  to  the 

SJWf.,  01 1.  -w’  .  .  ,y.-. 


'  *  The' Compressed,  and  Comprppsed  *»L'«J^oi^atiphs  were  developed  to  win-  • 
the  firepower  battle'. '  In  these  formations;  the  lead’  troop  precede*  the 
trailiorj.following  troops  by  100  to  300  meters.  When  contact  is  made 
the  .troopp.^QiaprestS  and  the.  trail,  ppt,follpw}.jj^. troops  close  on  the  lead 
.troopiwjThe^onqjres.sed  ;"L*  Formation  utilizes  .hismiounted  infantry  to 
fonm  tbs' ■}&%,.■& jtjhe  ■  infantry  move  ,  fohrardj.  th’e'  . vehicles  thalt  are 
masked .  weave.  tt)(3ir, way  to  the  lead  pf  the  coltmih.'^.'Air  and  artillery  are 
placed  in  the  pocket'  ahsad  of  the  infantry.  During  the  Battle  of  MINH 
THANH. Roadyrthe  Compressed  "LI’  .Formation  was. pot  used  because  the  bulk 
of  the  infantry  were  riding,  on  the  perbonnel  barriers  'of1  th&ksad  ttfbop. . 


This  was  the  first  time  infantry  were'  used  ars'  ca!viiiy,,,jilao’eif  :iff 
personnel  carriers  to  fight  from  the  carriers,,  Tfrlp  amwinted  to  about^ 
eight,  or  .nine  men  per  carrier  including  .the  .c^ew^,*  was 
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ANKEX  C  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/TU 
Battle  of  MItJH  THANH  Road  Narrative  (Con't) 

resulting  in  too  many  personnel  on  one  carrier  to  fight  effectively. 

The  optimum  number  of  troops  to  fight  from  an  ACAV  is  five.  More  than 
thi3  hinder  the  action  rather  than  assist  it. 

During  the  action,  the  M-14  Rifle  proved  superior  to  the  M-16  Rifle. 
The  infantry  complained  that  dust  collected  during  the  road  march  caused 
the  11—1 6Ts  to  jam.  There  were  no  reports  of  similar  M-14  malfunctions. 

The  Starlight  Scope  proved  effective  during  the  nifbt  and  periods  of 
rain.  3nemy  movement  and  lights  were  observed  up  to  100  meters.  Activity 
■ts  observed  around  two  disabled  M-113's  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  * 

The  type  of  action  in  which  the  column  was  engaged  revealed  the 
n  -d  for  a  representative  from  the  squadron  command  group  on  the'  ground, 
to  establish  a  command  post  area  tos  (1)  evacuate  wounded,  (2)  resupply 
forward  troops,  and  (3)  exert  additional  command  and  control  over  the 
forward  troops, 

The  reconnaissance  by  fire  by  the  ground  elements  was  unsatisfactory 
because  it  was'  done  at  a  90  degree  angle  to  the  column.  The  lead  vehicles 
should  direct  their  fire  into  the  ditches  where  the  camouflaged  foxholes 
were  located.  A  better  possibility  of  causing  the  VC  to  disclose  their 
position  exists. 

Tanks  should  have  led  the  column.  Tanks  can  take  more  punishment 
and  put  out  a  greater  volume  of  fire  than  the  ACAV.  The  canister  round 
is  effective  at  close  ranges  and  on  9  July  kept  the  VC  from  overrunning 
the  column.  •'  "•  1  •  '  •’  *;•••  ■' 

An  armored  unit  can  sustain  itself  during  the  critical-period  of 
the  first  two  hours.  Trucks  with  infantry  cannot  be  expected  to  sustain 
itself  for  more  than  a  30  to  60  minute  period  primarily  because  of "the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  firepower  and  amunition  available. 
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ANNEX  H  Combat  Operations  "AfteF'Aiti  on  Report;  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/IIX 
Raid  Target  21  -  27  June  1966 

It  Background!  A  returnee^  teJYEN  MING  NHUT,  rallied  on  4  April 
1966*  He  reported  a  storage  area  containing  3, 000,000  piaatere  worth  of 
supplies  vie  XT  445540.  The  camp  Vas  reported  to  tpe  guarded  by  80  men. 

On  1  Hay,  20  sampans  Were  seen  ih.tho  area  ahd  oh  12  May,  two  sampans 
were  sunk  there.  On  13  May  a  bridge  capable  of  carrying  truck  traffic 
was  destroyed  by  air  and  wooden  chates  on  a  landing  dock  nearby  produced 
secondary  explosings  when  hit  by  artillery  fire.  On  14  and  1 5  May  approx¬ 
imately  200  tons  of  rice  were  uncovered  by  an  airstrike  in  the  area. 

2.  Raid:  On  the  morning  of  21  June  the  2/16  Inf  made  a  helibome 
assault  into  a  landing  zone  in  the  vicinity  of  the  storage  area  with  the 
intent  of  destroying  the  base.  At  0925H,  six  VC  were  encountered  near  a 
hut  vie  XT  461 512.  One  VC  was  killed  (BC),  two  VC  K1A  (Prob),  and  one  VCC. 
One  German  Mauser  rifle,  two  105mm  rounds,  and  ten  rounds  SA  ammo  were 
also  captured.  The  VCC  stated  he  was  from  C-65  local  unit.  Their  mission 
is  tribute  collection  and  formation  of  guerrilla  teams  in  the  BEN  CUI 
area.  Rallier  NGUYEN  MING  NHUT  stated  the  80  man  force  guarding  the 
storage  area  was  B-65.  At  1125H,  vie  XT  458525,  the  2/16  Inf  was  engaged 
by  another  small  group  of  VC  resulting  in  one  VC  KIA  (BC).  The  VC  was 
carrying  medicine  and  may  have  been  a  medic.  Destroyed  were  a  classroom, 
five  huts,  and  one  hospital  consisting  of  an  operating  table,  oxygen 
mask,  and  medical  supplies.  Other  supplies  captured  or  destroyed  during 
the  day  were  one  French  M-35  SMG,  two  3ampan3,  16  rounds  of  SA  ammo, 
seven  grenades,  two  1 55®®  rounds,  torches,  55  gal  gas,  gunpowder,  a 
water  pump,  9^  tons  of  rice,  one  base  camp  and  300  sheets  of  tin..  The 
unit  had  not  reached  the  base  camp  area  by  nightfall  so  they  dug  in  and 
prepared  to  go  on  the  following  day. 

3.  On  22  June,  the  2/2  Inf  was  committed  to  raid  area.  As  the  units 
penetrated  into  the  supply  area  it  became  apparent  that  it  was  quite 
extensive.  VC  losses  during  the  day  were  47  tons  of  rice,  two  sampans, 

100  sheets  of  tin,  four  grenades,  16  rounds  SA  ammo,  eight  huts  and  one 
building.  .  . 

4.  On  23  June  the  search  of  the  area  continued  with  numerous  small 
contacts  throughout  the  day  resulting  in  eight  VC  KIA  (Prob).  VC  losses 
during  the  day  were  four  base  camps,  1350  lbs  of  flour,  30  gal  of  tobacco, 
30  gal  NUOC  MON,  2.25  tons  of  rice,  two  truck  tires,  four  tractor  tires, 
one  3/4  ton  trailer,  75  gallons  of  fuel,  two  axcart3,  two  bicycles  and 
1000  tons  of  rice. 

5.  On  24  June  "mail  groups  of  VC  were  again  contacted  resulting  in 
one  VC  KIA  (BC),  and  one  k50/PPSH41  CHICOM  SMG  captured.  VC  losses 
during  the  day  were  one  boat  building  facility,  two  boats,  300  lbs  of 
tea,  15  tons  of  dried  fish,  3.85  tons  of  rice,  55  gallons  of  fuel,  25 
tons  of  salt,  1000  cans  of  sardines,  15  thermos  Jugs,  20  kerosene  stoves, 
100  gallons  of  kerosene,  8000  aluminum  pans,  900  soup  ladles,  and  550 
gallons  of  oil.  Documents  captured  by  the  2/2  Inf  vie  XT  416537  indicated 
that  the  273d  Regiment  and  Z43  Artillery  Battalion  were  in  the  area  as 
recently  as  20  June  and  that  the  271st  Regiment  was  probably  still  in 

the  BINH  LONG  -  TAY  NINH  Province  area.  The  losses  suffered  by  273d 
Regiment  on  17  May  and  11  June  vic-LOC  NINH  probably  resulted  in  their 
withdrawal  to  this1  area  for  replacements  and  resupply. 

6.  On  25  June  the  number  of  cohtaSt's  decreased,  however,  the  2/1 6 
Inf  killed  one  VC  (BC),  11  VC  KIA  (Prob),  and  captured  one  CHICOM  AK 
assault  rifle.  VC  losses  during  the  day  Were  two  -  seven  HP  boat  motors, 
two  base  camps,  f  bub  ■  sampans,  2,35  tony, dried  fish,  24.65  tons  of  rice, 
and  five  gallons  of  tar;  ;  l 
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7.  On  26  June  the  2/2  Inf  killed  two  VC  (BC),  and  captured  one 
rifle  and  one  German  Mauser.  An  armed  CH-U7  helicopter  killed  five  VC 
(BC)  and  destroyed  one  ,50  cal  MG  in  the  area.  VC  losses  were  ten  tons 
of  rice,  one  grenade,  500  lbs  of  wax,  320  sheets  of  tin,  five  spools  of 
bailing  wire,  12  bicycles,  and  one  bag  of  toothpaste  and  tooth  brushes,- 
one  bicycle  repair  shop,  and  one  base  camp. 

8. '  The  units  spent  27  June  destroying  VC  supplies  and. extracting 
on  the  28th,  Evidence  indicated  that  more  supplies  will  be  found  along 
the  SAIGON  River  north  towards  Cambodia.  Total  losses'  during  the  raid 
arc  listed  in  Appendix  1 .  VC  losses  during  the  operation  in  cost  of 
supplies  is  in  excess  of  23,000,000  piasters. 
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Appendix  1  (TC  Losses  on  the  ftaiu) 
Personnel 


KIA  (BC)  -  11 

KIA  (Probable)  -  21 

VCC  -  1 

Arms  and  Munitions 

Small  Arms - •  5 

Crew  Served - 2 

105mm  rds  - — — —  2 

155mm  rds  -  2 

SA  Ammo  ——————  42 

Grenades -  4 

Supplies 

Sampans  - - -  1 0 

Tobacco  (gal)  — —  30 

Tin  (sheets)  — - — -  5720 

Fuel  (gal)  -  185 

Oil  (gal)  -  550 

Cooking  Utensils  —  8900 
Boat  Motors  — —  2 

Wax  (lbs) - 500 

Bicycles - 12 

Tires - 6 

Trailers  (3/4  ton)  -  1 

Oxcarts -  2 

Thermos  Jugs  — — —  15 


to  ANNEX  H  (Raid  Target) 


Food  Stuffs 

Rice  (tons)  •  — - . — 

1506 

Salt  (tons)  - - 

25 

Dried  Fish  (tons)  - - - 

17. 

Flour  (lbs)  — — — — — — 

1350 

Sardines  (cans) - - — 

1000 

Tea  (lbs)  * - * - 

300 

Nuoc  Mon  (gal)  — - 

30 

Facilities 

Hospitals - - - — 

1 

Base  Camps  - 

7 

Boat  Building  Shop  * - 

1 

Bicycle  Repair  Shop - - 

1 

Supplies 

Kerosene  Stoves  - 

20 

Tar  (gal)  - 

5 

Kerosene  (gal)  - 

1000 

Bailing  fire  (spools)  — 

5 

Water  Pump - — — — • — 

1 

Gunpowder 

Medical  Supplies 

Tooth  Brushes 

Tooth  Paste 

Documents 
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ANNEX  I  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/lII 
Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols 

1 .  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols  were  utilized  to  search 
suspected  areas,  vie  LOC  NINH  for  VC  and  installations.  The  results 
of  their  missions  are  listed  below; 

a.  Team  #k  infiltrated  at  03 1 900H  June  vie  XT  6185  and 
exfiltrated  at  041717  vie  XT  6288,  One  VC  was  sighted  at  040800H  vie 
■XT  855614.  Contact  was  made  with  four  VC  at  041635H  and  a  fight 
developed.  The  patrol  took  evasive  action  and  requested  exfiltration. 
During  exfiltratior.  the  helicopters  were  fired  on  by  an  estimated  VC 
platoon.  Fire  teams  engaged  the  VC  with  unknown  results. 

b.  Team  #2  infiltrated  031855  June  vie  XT  5894.  At  041500H 
vie  XT  592939  one  VC  platoon  was  seen  moving  southwest.  The  VC  had 
one  81mm  mortar,  one  IA1G,  and  individual  weapons.  An  airstrike  was 
placed  in  the  area  with  unknown  results.  At  051145H  the  team  was 
extracted  vie  XT  6090  and  received  fire  from  the  village  vie  XT  675915 
and  airstrikes  were  placed  on  the  target. 

c.  On  101857  June  Team  #5  infiltrated  vie  XT  5883,  From  1 91 5H 
to  2130H  small  groups  totaling  100  men  were  seen  moving  west  vie  XT 
584827.  At  110925  the  team  was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  585835- 

d.  On  101859H  June  Team  #3  infiltrated  vie  XT  5786  and 
exfiltrated  at  1 1 1358H  vie  XT  579680.  No  significant  sightings. 

2.  By  this  time  it  was  apparent  the  VC  were  withdrawing  in  small 
groups  to  the  west  towards  Cambodia  and  there  would  be  little  chance  of 
engaging  a  sizeable  force  in  this  jungle  area.  Operations  were  shifted 
to  the  MINH  THANH  area  in  an  attempt  to  locate  elements  of  the  272d 
Regiment  located  in  the  area.  Attempts  to  infiltrate  in  the  late  after¬ 
noon  of  12  June  were  hampered  by  poor  visibility  so  the  teams  vrere 
infiltrated  early  on  13  June. 

a.  At  130658H  June  Team  j?1  was  infiltrated  vie  XT  7155. 

There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  VC  activity  in  the  area.  At  0920H 
the  team  was  surrounded  by  an  estimated  30  VC  and  requested  exfiltration. 
Air  strikes  were  called  in  on  the  VC  and  the  teams  extracted  at  1 31 000 
vie  XT  709549. 

b.  Team  #6  infiltrated  at  I3O65OH  June  vie  XT  6656.  There  was 
evidence  of  considerable  VC  activity.  The  team  was  engaged  by  an  unknown 
number  of  VC,  one  team  member  was  killed  and  four  VC  were  killed  (BC). 

The  team  requested  extraction  and  was  extracted,  minus  the  KHA,  at 
130915  vie  XT  663560.  An  air  strike  was  placed  on  the  VC  positions. 

c.  The  areas  in  a  and  b  above  were  unsuitable  for  LHRP  opera¬ 
tions.  Cover  and  concealment  are  sparse  and  the  terrain  is  open  in  many 
places.  Two  infantry  battalions  were  committed  into  the  area.  Several 
base  camps,  including  one  of  regimented  size,  were  found  in  the  area, 
however,  only  small  groups  of  VC  were  encountered  as  they  chose  to 
abandon  their  camps.  The  aerial  rifle  platoon  was  also  committed  where 
the  patrol  member  was  killed  and  his  body  was  recovered. 

3.  The  extent  of  VC  losses  as  a  result  of  IRRP  findings  cannot  be 
accurately  assessed.  Canopies  prevented  BDA  from  air  strikes  and  the  VC 
chose  to  flee  from  US  ground  forces  committed.  Any  VC  casualties  from 
air  were  carried  off  so  they  wuld  not  be  found. 
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ANNEX  J  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/HI 
VC  Installations 

A.  Base  Camps 


XT  405529 

XT  678560 

XT  725954 

XT  412533 

XT  678540 

XT  839965 

XT  415525 

XT  679540 

XU  266096 

XT  43S513 

XT  682565 

XU  714017 

XT  485525 

XT  684987 

XU  746111 

XT  579937 

XT  689547 

YT  199989 

XT  579937 

XT  635662 

XT  690551 

YU  199046 

B.  ■  Defensive  Positions 


C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 


XT  453570 

XT  671549 

XU  710100 

XT  462568 

XT  757451 

xu  711015 

XT  465563 

XT  764726 

XU  722112 

XT  522570 

XT  768728 

XU  739067 

XT  557708 

XT  858912 

XU  7431 08 

XT  617690 

XT  863917 

XU  805125 

XT  637678 

xj  605033 

YU  208048 

XU  646038 

M  Positions 

XT  752968 

Boat  Landing 

XT  462569 

XU  673247 

YU  190035 

Salt  Caches 

XT  443542 

xu  723015 

Rice  Caches 

XT  405510 

XT  431572 

XT  446550 

XT  411488 

XT  433513 

XT  455550 

XT  423543 

XT  440542 

l’T  455530 

XT  432515 

XT  441500 

XT  689555 
YT  200993 

G.  Supply  Bases 

XT  406512  XT  443542  XT  454555 
XT  431 572  XT  446550  XT  455550 
XT  442536  XT  448540 
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ANNEX  K 

CLOSE  AIR  SUPPORT  SORTIES 
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14/.-;  ANNEX  K  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  XX/IXX 
''  CIosj  Air  Support  Sorties 

June  1966: 


)ATE 

TOTAL  SORTIES 

LZ  PREPARATION 

INTERDICTION 

SKY  SPOTS 

IMMEDIATE 

2 

26 

24 

2 

3 

33 

3 

26 

4 

4 

43 

8 

33 

2 

5 

39 

3 

33 

3 

6 

31 

22' 

3 

6 

7 

22 

3 

19 

8 

62 

3 

13 

3 

43 

9 

29 

27 

2 

10 

30 

30 

11 

31 

‘  3 

12 

16 

12 

19 

3 

16 

r 

13 

39 

16 

•  • '  .. 

23 

14 

35 

31 

4 

15 

44 

42 

2 

16 

40 

40 

17 

18 

18 

18 

53 

5 

48 

19 

34 

31 

3 

20 

38 

33 

5 

\ 

21 

39 

27 

12 

22 

29 

2* 

6 

23 

50 

48 

2  ' 

24 

53 

4 

47 

2 

25 

34 

3 

22 

9 

26 

51  . 

2 

47 

2 

2? 

49 

3 

44 

2 

28 

25 

25 

t 

i 

i 
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ANNEX  K  Combat  i>p9ratior.p  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/Hl 
Clos-  iU’  Support  Sorties  (Con*t) 


CATE  TOTAL  SORTIES 

LZ  PREPARATION 

INTERDICTION 

SKI  SPOTS  IMMEDIATE 

29 

45 

3 

38 

4 

30 

83 

6 

4 

78 

July  1966: 

1 

61 

11 

46 

4 

2 

44 

17 

6 

21 

50 

. 

42 

6 

2 

t-f 

40 

34 

6 

5 

45  . 

'43 

2 

6 

34 

28 

6 

7 

44 

44 

8 

37 

7 

30 

* 

9 

102 

8 

27 

67 

10 

62 

25 

14 

23 

11 

45 

39 

6 

12 

39 

33 

6 

13 

27 

27 

14 

■32 

32 

V- 

15 

55 

45 

10 

16 

"51 

'  51 

v. 

17 

72 

V 

'61 

9 

2 

18 

67 

‘63 

4 

19 

73 

r73 

!  *. 

'20 

V* 

r 

62 

54 

2 

6 

'21 

49 

"49 

’22 

45 

•  3 

32 

6 

4 

23 

'64 

'51 

8 

5 

24 

65 

’53 

10 

2 

23 

43 

46 

2 

26 

42 

"42 
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ANNEX  K  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  H/HI 
Close  Air  Support  Sorties  (Con’t) 


PA^E 

TOTAL  SORTIES 

T.2  PREPARATION 

umaiSM 

SKY  SPOTS’ 

IMMEDIATE 

27 

40 

36 

4 

28 

96 

8 

70 

16 

2 

29 

74 

11 

23 

26 

14 

30 

84 

75 

9 

31 

82 

61 

18 

3 

August  1966: 

1 

37 

17 

14 

6 

2 

65 

3 

52 

8 

2 

3 

70 

54 

16 

4 

55 

38 

14 

3 

5 

33 

25 

8 

6 

41 

33 

8 

7 

40 

36 

4 

8 

35 

11 

8 

16 

9 

30 

22 

6 

2 

10 

.  27 

27 

11 

27  '  . 

21 

4 

2 

12 

13 

3 

10 

13 

43 

13 

11 

19 

14 

38 

7 

2 

29 

15 

10 

6 

4 

16 

30 

18 

10 

2 

17 

14 

14 

18 

31 

31 

19 

26 

22 

4 

20 

39 

12 

'25 

2 

21 

18 

3 

13 

2 

22 

23 

13 

6 

4 

23 

22 

20 

2 
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ANNEX  K  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  Il/III 
Close  Air  Support  Sorties  (Con't) 

DATE  TOTAL  SCRTIES  LZ  PREPARATION  INTERDICATION  SKT  SPOTS  IMMEDIATE 


24 

30 

30 

25 

75 

2 

41 

32 

;„6 

41 

24 

17 

27 

17 

13 

4- 

23 

20 

'} 

20 

29 

21 

21 

50' 

22 

22 

• 

31 

35’ 

35 

September  19^6: 

•v 

1 

26 

26' 

• 

23 

20 

2 

f 

3 

26 

VMMM 

-2 i 

_  . 

2 

Tbtal 

3955 

130 

2995 

304 

526 

Total  Tonnage  (CAS)  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 

HE  - 

- 1581  Tons 

NAP 

-  827  Tons 

CBU 

- -  171  Tons 

Rockets  —  1322 

^S, 


i 


I 

5 

l 

i 
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ANNEX  L 


COMMUNICATIONS  TRAFFIC  AND  CIRCUIT  DIAGRAMS 


FOR  official  use  only 

ANNEX  M  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  EL  PASO  II/III 
List  of  Commanders 

1st  Infantry  Division  MG  William  E*  DePuy 


Division  Artillery 

COL 

1st  Brigade 

COL 

2d  Brigade 

COL 

LTC 

LTC 

3d  Brigade 

COL 

Support  Command 

COL 

let  Bnj  2d  Inf 

LTC 

2d  Brii  2d  Inf 

Ibt  Bn*  16th  Inf 

LTC 

LTC 

LTC 

1st  Bn,  1  fk.ll  jthf 

LTC 

MAJ 

2d  Sn,  18th  Inf 

LTC 

LlC 

•  ;  ■ 

Itc 

1st  Bn,  28th  Inf 

LTC 

LTC 

2d  Bn,  28th  Inf 

LTC 

LTC 

• 

,  LTC 

1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 

LTC 

1st  Engr  Bn 

LTC 

LTC 

1st  Avn  Bn 

LTC 

MAJ 

LTC 

121st  Sig  Bn 

LTC 

1st  Bn,  5th  Arty 

LTC 

1st  Bn,  7th  Arty 

MAJ 

LTC 

8th  Bn,  6th  Arty 

LTC 

2d  Bn,  33d  Arty 

LTC 

LTC 

LTC 

2d  Bn,  13th  Arty 

LTC 

11th  Combat  Avn  Bn 

LTC 

Marlin  VI*  Camp 
Sidney  B*  Berry 

Dewitt  C.  Smith  Jr.  (4  Jul  -  14  Jul) 

Herbert  McChrystal  (14  Jul  -  24  Jul) 

Sam  S,  Walker 

'William  D*  Erodbeck 

Freddie  W*.  Gramling 

Richard  Prillatnan 

Jack  L.  Cohn 

Lee  S,  Hehly  (2  Jun  -  20  Jun) 

Rufus  G*.  Lazzell  (20  dun  -  9  Jul.) 

George  M,  Wallace  III 

John  C.  Bard  (2  Jun  -  14  Jul) 

Warner  Si  Goodwin, 

Herbert  McChrystdl  (2  Jun  »  2b  Jui) 

Lewie  Ri  Bauiliahn 

Robert  Haldane  (2  Juh  **  1  Aug) 

Jack  G.  Whitted 

Kyle  W.  Bowie  (2  Jun  -  14  Jul) 
Thoms  K.  Jones  (14  Jul  -  11  Aug) 
Elmer  D.  Pendleton  Jr. 

Leonard  L.  Lewane 

Howard  L.  Sargent  (2  Jun  -  16  Jul) 

Joseph  M.  Kiernan  Jr. 

Harold  G.  Keebaugh  (2  Jun  -  14  Jun) 
John  H.  Humphreys  (14  Jun  -  20  Jul) 
Oliva  B.  Butler 
Russel  R.  Curington 
David  C.  Rogers 

Elmer  H.  Birdseye  (2  Jun  -  2  Jul) 

Carroll  S.  Meek 

John  R.  McGiffert 

Frank  R.  Tims  (2  Jun  -  15  Jul) 

James  R.  Koenig  (15  Jul  -  1  Aug) 
Charles  D.  Daniel 
Gerald  E.  Robinson 
Joseph  B.  Starker 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEFARMEilT  OF  TIIE  ARiiT 
HEADQUARTERS 

1ST  BRIGADE,  -1ST  INFABTRY  DIVISION 
AFO  San  Francisco  96345 

20  August  1966 

SUBJECT:  Conbat  After  Action  Report 


TO:  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 

ATTN:  AVDB-T 

APO  San  Francisco  ,6345 


1.  (C)  In  >  ;ordancr  v  ill  r.'.-<¥  Brictive  Humber  335-6,  the  following  re 
port  is  submitted. 

1ST.  SPsI&yy,.  1ST  xilkWXL  DIVISION  OFESATIOit 
"EL  TASO  II" 

2.  (C)  During  the  period  051000H  June  -  291325*  June,  30124011  June  - 
1333301!  July  1966,  the  1st  Brigade  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations 
with  the  mission  of  locating  and  destroying  VC  forces  and  base  camps  in  All 
LGC  and  3IHH  DUOKC-  Province  *XT81 90.  XT 8390,  XTC193,  XT&392,  XT7684,  XT7658, 
XT5576,  XT6380,  XT4044,  XT406O,  XT5044,  and  XT5060  in  the  following  AO's: 

BLUE,  BLACK,  GREY,  GOLD,  WHITE,  GREEK,  and  FALCOW,  The  1st  Bde  OPORD  20-66 
was  issued  at  0923001-  June  outlining  plans  for  the  operation. 

a.  The* reporting  officer  is  Col  Sidney  B  Berry  Jr. 

b.  Task  Organization  and  Task  Force  Commanders  were  as  fol'ows: 

(1)  I  base  I  (10-20  June) 

1/2  Inf,  it  Col  '.dchard  L  l.ri'L5-a’ian,  Commanding 
2/2  Inf,  Lt  Col  Jack  L  Conn,  Commanding 
2/16  Inf,  Lt  Col  Richard  Hathaway,  Commanding 
8/6  Arty  (-’),  Lt  Col  John  R  licC-iffert,  Commanding 
1st  Engr  Bn,  Lt  Col  Howie  Sargent,  Commanding 

(2)  Phase  II  (20-24  June) 

2/2  Inf,  Lt  Col  Jack  L  Conn,  Coananding 
2/l6  Inf,  Lt  Col  Richard  Hathaway,  Con. ending 
8/6  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  John  E  KcGiffert,  Commanding 
02/33  Arty,  Cnpt  Bruce  Wulf ,  Co-v  anding 
l/5  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  David  C  Rogers,  Commanding 
2/13  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  Robinson,  Commanding 
1st  Engr  Bn,  I  t  Col  Knwio  Sarg.nt,  Conranc’.ing 
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(3)  Ihr.se  III  (24-28  June) 

2/2  Inf,  Lt  Col  Jack  L  Conn,  Commanding 
2/16  Inf,  Lt  Col  Richard  Hathaway,  Commanding 
6/6  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  John  L  LcCiffert,  Connnnding 
C2/33  Arty 

1/5  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  David  C  Rogers,  Commanding 
2/13  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  Robinson,  Co -rending 
1st  Engr  Bn,  Lt  Col  Howie  Sargent,  Cottirnding 
1/2  Inf,  Lt  Col  Richard  L  Prill  man,  Contending 

(4)  Phase  IV  (30  June  -  13  July) 

2/2  Inf,  Lt  Col  Jack  L  Conn,  Commanding 
2/16  Inf,  Lt  Col  Richard  Hathaway,  Commanding 
8/6  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  John  E  LcC-iffert,  Commanding 
C2/33  Arty 

1/5  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  David  C  Rogers,  Commanding 

2/13  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  Robinson,  Co-eianding 

1st  Engr  Bn,  Lt  Col  Howie  Sargent,  Commanding 

1/16  Inf,  Lt  Col  Rufus  L  La?zell/Lt  Col  C-aorge  Wallace,  Cndg 

1/2C  Inf,  Lt  Col  Robert  Raid.' no.  Commanding 

1/4  Cav  (-),  .Lt  Col  Leonard  L  LeWnnne,  Co'jmr.nding 

ARTC  A/C  Troon,  Lt  Tea,  Co.uvnding 

CIDG  (ASS?  Det  A331),  Capt  r'osey,  Corea nding 
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3.  (C)  Intelligences 

a.  Enemy  Situation :  Previous  confirmed  base  cnnps  utilized •  . 
by  272  VC  iiegt  between  the  ].U!H  THANH  and  JIICKELC  Aubbor  Plantations, 
vie  XT5758,  XT5767,  XT6058,  and  XT6O67.  -  major  supply  installation  con¬ 
sisting  cf  rice  caches  and  a  reporter1  supply  besc  containing  13  million 
piasters  worth  of  supplies  on  the  "ost  sie’e  cf  Sj.IGCK  uiver,  T..Y  H3KH  Prov¬ 
ince,  vie  XT4456.to  XT4636  to  XT4454  to  XT4653.  .-irs trikes  in  the  area 

on  19  Kay  66,  uncovered  an  estimated  200  tons  of  rico  and  large  storage 
buildings  and  an  estimated  200  ac'c'itional  tons  rico.  This  logistical 
baso  was  reported  to  have  been  operated  by  B-150  element  of  C-963  (RECCE 
Sorvicc  Group  CCS  VII )  and  the  area  was  socurcd  by  approximately  80  VC.-  T uring . 
tho  period,  from  approximately  15  June  to  27  June  VC  9th  livisim  units  wore 
located.  Southwest  of  IOC  tlH-'H  (XU7 28003)  vie  Car  bod  ian  border  and  in  T'fiul 
ZONE  "C",  There  was  evidence  that  the  VC  wero  withdrawing  t<~  regroup. 

The  VC  activity  was  renewed  on  30  June  when  tho  271st  Aegt  attacked,  our 
amored  column  vie  ICC  K3EK.  The  obvious  routes  of  withdrawal  wore  again 
to  the  ’Test  toward  tho  Cambodian  border,  possibly  through  Cambodia  to 
,Tnr  Zone  "C".  272 d  egt  was  suspected.  tr  be- located  vie  XT604775  during  " 
this  period*  They  were  in  a  position,  whore., at^tho  tiro  of  their  choosing, 
so  as  to  attack  I.H1H  TH.JIH  road  't  l.'-uto  13  between  CHON  THANT  (XT7662)  end. 
ill  IOC  (XT75C8).  Considered'  order  of  adoption  was  to  attack  convoys  (columns) 
on  1I11H  THiJIH  load,  Route  13 ,  and  a  remote  possibility  rf  attacking  the 
1QKH  TH.JIK  base  camp,  attacking  .A.YTMB  installations  in  All  ICC  -  QU.J1  101 
area. 

b.  VC  Strength,  Activity,  and  Situation  1  uring  the  Operation: 

(1)  The  272  VC  ..egt  withdrew  to  tho  ,rost  as  indicated,  how¬ 
ever,  their  speed,  of  movement  allowed  then  to  clear  tho  HD’H  TH.J1H  area  of 
traffic  prior  to  the  commitment  of  the  1st  Bdo  into  a  bloc  king/ interdiction 
role.  Base  camps  were  located,  in  the  area  as  reported  ,  Reports  anc1  evi¬ 
dence  of  activity  revealed  the  272  VC  Aegt  did  cross  the  SAlGCE  River  into 

War  Zone  "C"  as  prec'ictod  in  the  intelligence  estimate. 

(2)  The  logistical  base  along  the  SAUK*!  liver  in  TAX  MKH.\ 

.  Province  did  exist  in  tho  area.  The  intelligence  reports  of  rico  anr’  sup¬ 
ply  caches  were  located  in  much  greater  quantity  than  estimated,  air’  covering 
a  larger  area  than  initially  reported  (see  results),  VC  activity  in  this 

area  consisted,  of  contact  with. squat’  size  elements  in  several  locations 
simultaneously,  harassing  activity  such  as  snipers.,  uso  of  bodbytraps  anc’. 
cor: ’end  detonated,  nines.  Evidence-  gained  from  documents  established  tho 
fact  that  tho  VC  were  fra-  a  rear  sorvicc  security  element. 

(3)  The  VC  271  Aegt  withdrew  V'  the  West  toward  tho  S.JGO.f 
River  end  Cambodia.  .  Blocking  forces  on  trails  encountered  elements  of  271 
withdrawing  and  units  up  to  Bn  size  from.  273  VC  Bogt. 

(4)  Tho  272  VC  ..egt  was  located,  in  the  general  arc.-,  that 
current  intelligence  indicated,  tho  attack  on  elements  of  1st  Bdo  vie  XT6874 
1J3MH  TK.J1H  iAad,  was  conducted,  by  the  entire  272  VC  Aegt  ,  Tho  location  of 
tho  battle  area  and  route  of  withdrawal  wore  exactly  as  predicted  by  tho 
1st  Bdo. 

(5)  Accuracy  of  Intelligence:  The  intelligence  gained  during 
tho  operation  and.  prior  to  major  phases  and.  engagements  by  tho  Brio  were 
quite  accurate.  However,  the  estimation  -n  number  of  base  areas,  amount 

ef  applies  and  caches  --ere  less  than  the  actual  quantities  found.  Thcro 
woro  also  periods  ef  time  frrr.  3-5  days  whoro  intelligence  was  of  a  negative 
naturo.  The  ability  of  VC  to  d.ocoivc  friendly  forces  as  to  their  location 
and.  intention  was  proven  throughout  EL  F.50  II, 

4.  (C)  Kiss  ion:  Fra:-.  1st  Infantry  1  ivis  ion  0FGX’  10-66  (Operation 
EL  1.50  II)  datod.  30  1965. 

1st  Brigr/’.o: 

a.  Attc.cha’  2/2  Inf  arrival  vie  IXTH  THANH  (XT6367). 

b.  i.ttachcd  2/16  Inf  rxrival  vie  I  ,'B!H  TH  PH  (XT6367). 

S 
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confTdentialT 

o,  liovo  by  C130  aircraft  t<  13KK  TH.JTH  .Airfield  on  09  July  1966. 

Conduct  search  end  c’.ostr  y  operations  in  j.O  BL.CK, 

c.  On  -rdcr,  conc’uct  search  ant'  destroy  an’  saturation  patrolling  ■ 
operations  in  AO  BLUE. 

f ,  Socuro  arty  base  vie  KITH 

I 

g,  !  ofend IHHH  THANH  Airstrip. 

5*  (C)  Concept  of  Operations  Or.c  Inf  3n  secures  132IH  THANH  .  irstrip 
ant’,  conducts  conpany-sizcd  patrolling  in  the  1 2TK  TH. JTH  Aubbor  Plantation 
.  ant’  provide  liiF,’.  One  Inf  Bn  conducts  saturation  patrolling  in  AO  BLACK  to 
locato  VC  Forces,  prepare  to  block  VC  withdrawals  fror  the  Northeast  (See 
Incl  1-3). 

a  4  Fires  s 

(1)  Arty:  ?/l3  Artyprovid.es  an7’  coordinates  arty  fire  support. 

(2)  -  Jr: 

(a)  Preplanned  requests  to  this  Hqs  by  0C00H  the  day  pre¬ 
coding  the  airs trike. 

(b)  Inr.odiato  requests:  SOT. 

.  (c)  ..rued  helicopters  support  this  operation  as  require^’. 

b.  2/2  Inf: 

(1)  Establish  Bn  blocking  position  vie  ^T675940. 

(2)  Conduct  saturation  patrolling  an-’  search  and  destroy  oper¬ 
ations  in  AO  BLACK. 

c.  2/16  Inf: 

(1  )  Secure  1UNH  THANH  Airstrip. 

(2)  Provide  porinotor  soeurity  f'r  Btry  C  2/33  Arty. 

(3)  Conduct  crapany-sizod.  patrols  in  AO  BLUE. 

(4)  Provido  a  ninir.un  of  1  riflo  company  as  Aapid  Aoaction  Foroo. 

d.  1/28  Inf: 

(1)  I  efond.  PHUOC  VINH  base  area. 

(2)  Tivision  ..eserve. 

f.  Bl/4  Car:  Soeuro  base  canp  area. 

g.  2/13  -rty:  !  iroct  Support. 

h.  HHC  1st  Edo: 

(1)  Knre  1st  Edo  T..C  CP  to  3dc  base  area  on  9  Juno  1966. 

(2)  Provide  and.  coordinate  support  of  1st  Bd.o  TAC  CP. 

i.  A/l  Engr  BflT"  Continue  prosont  rissicn. 

j.  Tlatoon  cnatinuo  proccnt  mission. 

k.  Coordinating  instructions: 

(l)  XT80  Ecat-Vost  Grid  line  is  coordinating  line  (Ko  Firo  Idno) 
with  3d  Bdo  1st  Inf  :  iv. 

_ .* _  _ 1 
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(2)  All  indirect  fires  will  be  coordinated  through  Edo  Arty  LUO, 

(3)  Reports: 

(a)  Spot  reports  are  required  on  Bn  contact  and  loss  of 

contact. 

(b)  Cormanders1  SITREP  Bde  1700"  as  of  1500K.  Infor- 
lution  received  after  1500  will  be  suta.&ttsd  as  a  spot  report. 

(c)  Situation  reports  re'  uired  on  the  hour  . 

6.  (C)  Execution:  Tile  3de  initiated  0.0113  20-66,  Operation  El.  :.’AS0  II, 
on  9  June  1966,  with  Bde  Its  novir.g  by  C230  and  CV2  aircraft  to  HI  TEAK! 
Airfield  (XT6367) ,  closing  forward  base  area  at  091325U  June.  Operations 
in  AO's  BLACK,  BLUE,  and  GRES'  (10-14  June)  were  as  follows:  At  100745’-, 

32/l6  Inf  located  old  foxhole  emplacements,  Vic  XT615665  and  XT595674,  and 
destroyed  them  Unit  observed  one  (l)  VC  vie  XT616670  at  07551  and  engaged  ... 
with  Sa  fire,  VC  broke  contact  and  fled  into  rubber.  .  At  10084411,  A2/2 
Inf  reported  50.  VC  11673740,  Arty  fire  was  plaeed  on  target  end.  unit  con-  ■ 
ducted  a  siraep  of  the  area  that  revealed  traces  of  blood,  A  search  of  the 
area  tentinued  but  unit  reported  negative  contact.  18/6  Arty  was  directed 
to  dove  froa  HI  HIE  to  CKGU  TiiAi.il  and  was.  attached  to  Bde.  At  lOOOpOX, 
aimed  fire  teams  received.  SA  fire  vie  Xv.7904.64  on  Route  13  while  covering 
the  convoy,  resulting  in  one  (l)  US  WKA.  Convoy  encountered  one  brush  type 
roadblock  and  destroyed  it  resulting  in  one  (l)  VC  UIA  at  100935K  vie  XT769410. 
Convoy  closed  CKOi!  TI-IAiTrl  at  1Q1140X  vithout  further  incident.  At  101320K, 

C2/2  Inf  engaged  2  or  3  VC  vie  XT715750  resulting  in  one  (l)  VC  idA(BC) 
and  one  weapon  captured..  2/.?.  Inf  and  2/l6  Inf  cowaenced  3&D  operations  in 
AO's  BLACK  and  BLUE  respectively  at  110745  and  reported  negative  contact. 

Between  .the  period  111  5051  -  1116C5-  the  following  incidents  occurred: 

A2/2  observed  and  engaged  3  VC  vie  XT690740  but  lost  contact  when  VC  dispersed 
and  fled  to  the  Vest.  02/16  Inf  was  directed  to  nove  to  LGC  liUCI  by  CV2  air¬ 
craft  for  possible  employment  fa  2/2.8  Inf  area  of  operations,  2/2  Inf  was 
directed  to  mve  end  occupy  positions  via  ;2Q5I  TEolIE  Airstrip  and  conduct 
ambush  and  saturation  patrolling  operations  vie  EBli  TAXii'E  airfield.  On 
12  June,  Bde  elements  conducted  care  and  maintenance  of  personnel  and  eruip- 
ncntconductcd  local  patrols  around  the  base  area.  There  was  negative  VC  con¬ 
tact  during  the  period.  At  130907H,  A2/2  located  and  dostroyod  a  VC  bc.se  camp, 
•sorter  positions,  and  trench  work  vie  11635662,  -2/P.  reported  2  VC  with  steel 

helmets  cud  weapons  at  130920  vie  11642652,  pursued  as  VC  flod  into  jungle  and 
broke  contact.  Unit  was  directed  to  return  to  Da  base  area  to  prepare  to  con¬ 
duct  cn  air  assault  into.LS  SUS.il  (1X654584).  At  1009408',  32/16  w-.s  directed 
to  roturn  to  Bn  base  cuir  to  bo  errloycd  'in  an  'Ll  vie  1X738542.  At  10103CH, 

A2/16  picked  up  one  (l)  VC3  vie  XT738542.  2/2  Inf  cow-onced  conbat  assault 
at  1 31 I30H  and  closed  L3  at  1312263  reporting  negative  contact.  During  this 
poriodl/2  Inf  and  Dl/5  Arty  wore  attached  to  1st  Bcio  and.  conducted  helilift 
to  L S.  vie  XT738542.  at  131453*'-  and  131545H  respectively.  32/16  cocranced 
holilift  into  LS  XT738542  at  111 5353  and.  was  attached  to  l/l  Inf  upon  closing 
LA.  Operations  in  AO's  BLnCI.l  SIEVE..,  and  3L0E  ( 1  4-1 V  June)  were  cs  follows: 

1/2  Inf  comcnced  ScD  operations  in  AO  Ba.00D  at  1408433,  reporting  negativo 
contact  and  returned  to  base  cc.up  at  141 54-2K,  32/16  and  Dl/5  Arty  novod  to 
and  established  now  arty  base  vie  XT73354C  vdthoui-,  incident.  At  1416C4K,  Plat 
Cl/4  Cr.v  recoivod  3A  fire  froa  both  si  ...3  of  road  w'.'A.le  moving  to  secure  bridge 
vie  XT785557,  lead  tank  was  dsxr.gcc.  when  it  hr.t  a  a_:-.o  resulting  in  5  US  WIIA. 
Art*r>  air,  end  nmed.  fire  tears  placed  sup--rocsi;g  fire  on  target  eyoa  result¬ 
ing  in  6  VC  IJA  end  1  KBa(BC).  Al/26  cv/  31  /;.!•:  Inf  aoyo.i  to  —IE  at  H1216H 
closing  at  1417001  and  wci-c  attached  to  st  Bek  'Jit)'  the  ads, -j  ion  of  socuring 
3d  Ado  bnso  carry.  At  151410V.  31/28  received  /.  '.BA  ••’re a  a  booty-trap  vie  XT793437 
and  2  'll  from  SA  firo  and  a.  cov.rv-.nd  doto.-r.tnd  oia.yoro  vicXI792345  at  1  'I646H 
vhilo  roti’ruing  to  LAI  XAE  base  cr.-'p.  1/2,  .2/2,  r£  2/l6  conducted  ortensivo 

saturation  patrolling  in  assigned  rones,  all  ropc.--.-tiy.a-  negative  contact.  At 
1516551  B2/2  located  largo  VC  Vac  ca.cp  vie  1X690551  consisting  of  15  buil¬ 
dings,  doounonts,  and  medical  supplies.  Ail  buildings  voro  dostroyod  and  other 
itous  were  o vacua. ted.  On  16  June  at  0400  hrs,  Ai/,28  was  attached"  to  2/16  Inf 
and  cotmoacocl  Sill  of  assigned  area  at  0930  hrs.  C.2/2  located  tiro  (2)  VC  base 
carps  at  1613151  and  1613301  vie  XT 678540  and  1X689547  respectively .  Baso 
ccrtp  vie  1TS89547  showed  signs  of  recent  u.so  and  contained  cooked  rico,  frash 
food  and.  2  60  n  hono-nado  mortar  rounds.  All  iteas  voro  destroyed.  A2/16 
capturod  onu  70S  vie  XX64I669  at  1613451  and  turned  him.  in  to  Sdo  L.W  toon. 

At  161350A,  Al/28  located  and  dostroyod  Ip  bunk-rs  end  foxholos  vie  ZT617690. 
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At  170953H,  Ilocon  xlut  l/2  Inf  apprehended  2  VCS  vie  XT7555S5  cad  VCS  wore  ' 
processed  through  intolT.igonco  channels .  All  othor  units  reported  nogr.tiva 
contact  after  extensive  retro.lJ.ing  during  the  day.  On  18  aid  19  June  all 
units  reported  negative  VC  contact.  On  20  June,  Bdo  TaC  CP  and  2/l6  Inf 
novod  to  DAU  TI33IG  (ZT4947)  to  comenco  SAD  operations  in  that  area.  1/2 
Inf  (-)  returned  to  hone  baso  in  PJIGCC  VI1UI  with  Cl/2  xnf  moving  to  L&x  *-JE 
to  secure  3d  Bdo  base  conp.  At  2109091,  2/l6  Inf  landed  on  .LZ  RED  vie  JT470515 
and  conducted  a  raid  to  seizo  a  VC  rico  cache  vie  ZT447537.  B2/l6  captured 

one  (l)  VC  armed  with  German  iiausor  riflo  vie  XT459529  at  2110351.  At  2110451, 
A2/16  killed  ono  (l)  VC  vie  XT/69512,  and  at  1155  hrs  located  and  destroyed 
2  sairvns  vie  XT470512.  B2/l6  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  VC  vie  22458525 

resulting  in  2  VC  ICCA(aC),  4  VC  EL.(ross) ,  an  AX  vopon  and  SA  anno  captured, 
mk.  Uobv.  >’d4  huts  and  tunnel  system.  Unit  also  located  and  dostroyod  a 

room,  aid  station  and  ammo  aroa  which  contained  16  rds  7.62  ono,  -y  lb 
of  ‘'  x,  7  IioDC-nado  gronados,  2  155vsa  rds,  operating  tc.blo  and  oiygor.  masks  in 
the  same  vicinity.  At  21132252,  A2/16  located  r.nd  eveuated  a  uator  pump  vie 
X'J7,71"14.  At  21.151012,  02/16  conducted  holilift  into  IA  , IKK  XT45 5553  and  cc:> 
nonccd  aovemont  to  Cbj  1  (XT' -7537).  02/16  located  and  ovacuatod  9.6.25  tons 
of  rico  in  various  stagos  vie  XT447538  and  dcstroyo.3.  it  on  22  Juno.  At  22082QR, 
A2/l6  located  and  destroyed  a  .pice  cache  of  420  tons  Vic  XT//.7537 1  A2/16  lo¬ 
cated  and  dostroyod  a  bootr, trapnod  groiiado  vie  XT463523,  3  sampans  and  4  huts 
vie  XT465523  and  3  huts  iric  5214*355 24  at  2208521.  02/16  located  and  dostroyod 

4  tons  of  rico,  100  ^::3  sheets  of  tin  vie  22T445550  a.t  721035K.  At  2210382-., 

A2/l6  locatod  and  dostroyod  1  hut  vie  XT465524.  2/2  Inf  was  alerted  to  move 
to  LZ-  XELL0W  (XT41552S)  and  commenced  move  at  1131  hrs.  C2/2  moved  to  vie 
LZ  lURTLE  ( XT/. 10565),  32/2  moved  and  seized  objectivo  2  and  A2/2  secured  A2/13 
Arty  vie  XT408515.  At  .221 201 22,  C2/l6  received  SA  firo  vie  XT445550  resulting 
in  one  (1)  WKA.  Fire  was  rotumed,  and  search  rovonlod  negative  results.’  On 
23  Juno  at  0815  tes,  Bl/2  Infconmoncod  move  from  FTCOC  VILA  to  ialU  T22AKH 
closing  at  1035  hrs.  At  230820K,  A2/2  Inf  rocoivcd  10  rds  Si.  fine  vie  XT415526 
and  placed  Clmm  fire  on  target  aroa,  fire  sup  rossod,  nogativa  results.  C.?V2 
locatod  .aid  destroyed  thatched  roof  material  vie  XT40C359  and  i-teeon  lat  2/2 
locatod  aid  destroyed  1  hut,  6-5  gal  cans  of  tobacco,  30  g  ls  sauce,  and:  1  ten 
of  rico  vie  XT406512  at  2301401  and  23090012  respectively.  At  2309231,  A2/16 
locatod  1100  tons  of  rice  and  5000  shoots  of  tin  vie  XT447543.  Whilo  destroying 
rico  cacho,  A  Co  recoivod  SA  firo  from  ostinatod  6  VC  vie  XT447543  which  rosult- 
od  in  2  friendly  UHA  and  2  VC  HA(loss).  At  2309301,  A2/2  located  a  VC  training 
area  vie  XT405529  containing  documents  which  ’fere  evacuated  to  Bdo  S-.2.  B2/Z 
1<  catod  and  dostroyod  a.  hut  containing  2  truck  tiros,  4  tractor  tiros,  ono 
3/4  ton  trailer  and.  a  400  gallon  tank  with  75  gallons  gas.  .at  2309301  vie 
XT406517.  At  231300K,  32/16  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  VC  vie  XT448544 
vhich  resulted  in  5  US  WKA  r.nd  4  VC  Wla  (Foss).  At  231321 K,  located  and  dcs~ 
troyod  2  handcarts  vie  XT453550.  A2/2  destroyed  platoon-sized  baso  camp  vr.c 
XT412533  with  15  foxholes  and  50  bunkers  at  2313391.  At  231455a,  32/2  dos¬ 
troyod  2  huts,  7  -50  lb  sacks  of  flour  and  1  ten  of  rico  vie  XT405510  end  boo¬ 
by ‘trams  on  trails  loading  to  ’nuts.  B2/l6  moving  to  t.H.l.  (X'x'433553)  received 
5  US  iuIA  and  10  VISA  from  a  VC  claymoro  vie  XT/55550  at  1615  Sirs.  Aroa  was 
soarchod  but  rovoalod  nogativo  results.  At  1710  hrs  Cl/?  Inf  closod  Ifue.  T4A&. 
and  joined  1/2  Inf  vie  PIIf.2.  At  240C2C'.:,  bi/2  was  airlifted  tc  vie  LS  XSXCtf 
to  assume  the  mission  of  3ocuring  A2/13  Arty.  B2/l6  rccoivod  sniper  fi.ro  and 
riflo  grenades  vie  XT455553  resulting  in  ono  (l)  5 f-A  and  ono  (l)  BOB.  Unit 
rotumed  firo  which  resulted  in  ono  (1 )  VC  !5IA(X)  and  the  capture  of  ono  cliicon 
SiiG  ■  -S41 .  At  241000K,  armed  gunships  received  S.h  fire  from  vie  XT423517 
which  ro suited  in  ono  (l)  WKA.  31  /Z  dispatched  a  patrol  to  choclc  the  area  and 
patrol  locatod  and  destroyed  5  huts  and  1100  lbs  of  rico  ,  vie  ..T421506.  2/2 
Inf  oonductad  air  assault  into  LZ  I  IPX  closing  at  1107  hrs.  Units  corr.oncod  SAD 
operations  and  A?/2  rocoivcd  mortar  and  riflo  jrona.de  fire  vac  Xl’459383  wnich 
rosultod  in  3  WKA.  A2/.2  rotumed  firo  with.  SA  firo.  Artillery  w.s  fired  in 


unknown  nubor  of  VC  positioned  in  fortified  bunl:ors  vie  *1453570.  vo  oroxo 
contact  at  1630  hrs  end  B2/2  conducted  soar eh  of  area  and  destroyed  two  (2) 
boats  45'  long  but  could  not  ro-esta.blish  contact,  action  res.  ltod  in  1  US  .-A 
and  5  WKA.  VC  casualtios  unknown.  At  25052252,  a  VC  clayucre  was  detonated  in 
Bl/2  and  A2/13  Arty's  BG15  position,  vie  XT409514  resulting  in  ono  (1)  US  WKA 
and  f.t  0°35  hrs,  tJaroa  men  from  Bl/2  .wore  woundod  vie  ZT/,C7502  by  a  toobytrap 
as  unit  cog.ua  soarch  and  d-stroy  operations  in  assignod  zone.  A2/2  lcca.tod  and 
da  at-  -ed  one  (l)  25  ft  boat,  300  lbs- of  rice  and  t\to  (2)  7E?  motorsjrare  ovac- 
uat-  at  250955b.  At  1C1225E,  airstrilto  conducted  vie  ZT4005G0  resulted  in 
numerous  SA  rds  going  off,  secondary  explosions  and  12  huts  dostroyod.  At 
25194651  2.‘2  Trf  reo  lytrt  5  .J  a-  J-.  A  -  .:  v  PIT  position  -ihich 
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resulted  in  three  (3)  WIIA.  2/1 6  received  2  claymore  end  3  nor  tar  rds  vie 
2T451551.  VC  broke  contact  at  1625H  and  unit  pursued  VC,  but  lost  contact. 

Action  resulted  in  1  US  KIA,  7  US  WKA,  and  1  VC  !iIA(SC)  and  2  VC  lEA(loss). 

2/16  Inf  received  an  artillery  short  round  in  their  ROIT  position  vie  XT44C548 
at  2519152.  At  2S1030H.  A2/2  sighted  cud  ambushed  7  VC  vie  HT45C564  which 
resulted  in  2  VC  IiIA(3C),  2  VC  lEA(Foss),  1  -  AX  7,  and.  1  -  1926  German  ir.user 
llodel  76'  captured.  Bl/2  Inf  located  10  tons  of  loose  rice  in  e  hut,  5  booby- 
traps  and.  new  typo  grenades  vie  IT/. 3 35 13  at  261120E.  C-rroades  wore  evacuated 
to  Bde  S-2.  At  2611331,  21/2  received  SA  and  AW  fire  vie  XT438513,  fire  re¬ 
turned.  Acti  on  resulted  in  one  (1)  friendly  DOW.  Enemy  casualties  unknown. 

■  At  20123''H,  Bl/2  received  SA  fire  vie  XT433513,  arned.  fare  teams  and  arty 
.placed  fire  on  target  ’.rith  unknown  VC  casualties.  Bl/2  continued  to  move  and 
at  261340”  located  and  destroyed  a  base  cam  with  extensive  bunkers  and  for¬ 
tified  positions  vie  XT433514.  'Aiilo  destroying  bunkers,  unit  received  rifle 
grenades  and  SA  fire  resulting  in  1  DOW  and  4  friendly  :GA,  fire  was  returned 
and  unit  pursued,  contact  was  lost  at  261 305H,  Artillery  fire  and  airs trike 
v;ere  placed  on  VC.  base  camp.  Search  of  area  revealed  negative  VC  casualties. 

At  2710451,  Bl/2  received  SA  sniper  fire  vie  ITlOOpOO,  nortar  and  arty  fire 
placed  on  target.  Area  searched  revealed  splattered  blood  trails,  trails  were 
followed  but  wore • lost  at  2711351.  A  CK4.7  aircraft  received  2  rds  of  grenades 
and  15  rds_  of  carbine  fire  vie  7.1446531  at  271135-..  .Armed  fire  .teams  fired 
suppressing  fires  and  32/16  searched  the  area  with  negative  results.  At 
271432K  Bl/2  received  sniper  fire  from  vie  2T405505.  iiortar  fire  and 

direct  arty  fire  were  placed  on  target  and  plat  was  dispatched  to  search  area. 

Hat  located  and  destroyed.  1 .1  tons  of  rice  and  2  huts,  but  did  not  bake  contact. 
A  CH47  aircraft  extracting  tin,  hit  a  tree  and  crashed  vie  ."‘T441 543  at  2715201 
which  resulted  in  one  (l)  1214  and  aircraft  totally  destroyed.  Other  crow  mem¬ 
bers.  were  evacuated  for  bums.  On  28  June  all  units  conducted  maintenance 
of  equipment  and  personnel  in  base  carrp  areas.  Ido  returned  to  base  camp  area 
vie  ./HUGO  Vlicl-I  at  2917451.  At  30153011,  3do  began  planning  for  continuation 
of  Operation  EL  ¥AS0  II.  At  3016251,  1/2  Ini  conducted  kaliborno  assault  into 

L‘-  BLUE  (XU670995)  '.dth  Al/2  moving  to  ond  securing  obj  (11605005) .  Unit 

reported  negative  contact.  At  30165011  2/’.C  Inf  and.  1/4  Cav(-)  became  0TC0U 
<»•  Vi*  mi**  i/'t  ac-T^.g  h  vie  ^Uf  mi.  <»>  leeatsd  vl« 

XT723973.  On  30  July,  at  10/. 01,  1st  Idle  was  directed  to  move  to  G;TJAI!  L0I 
(XT8190)  and  assume  control  of  operations  iv.  thc.JT  LCC/JUAl;  101  area,  1/4 
Cav  (-)  and  .2/16  Inf  became  attached  to  1st  Bde  with  1/2  Inf  and.  1/28  Inf  who 
wore  airliftsd  into  QU.1J  LCI  from  their  bases  at  FlvJOC  VIMl  and  S0SG  BE  respec¬ 
tively.  1/4;  Cav(-)  and  2/10  Inf  ro  action  (Battle  of  BM  69  7-T729S )  took  placo 
at  0900  hrc,':30  Juno.'  Results  of  battlo  (Bee  duel  4  -  Battle  of  El  69).  Bde 

iSSUGr?  OFORn  +,o  0,V‘iV  +  ,?ojj  V'X,  7AS0  TT  ,rr.  *J  .7n*)  1 9^6,  and  L)6g?Ii  rw.vtii*+iYig 

operations  iji  the  QUAN  L0I/A1I  ICC  area.  At.  O’. 00231,  Bl/2  received  one  (l) 

XKA  and  two  (2)  VEA  from  an  arty  rd  that  was  fired  by  ax  ACTA  !J&I  that  had  not 
boon  coordiniatod.  At  0105171,  Cl/2  Inf  fired  l’7?  rds  at  VC  movement  vio  IT 67 6946 
with  tta's&ta  results, 1/4  Cav(-)  and  1/2  Inf  ’.lii-kcd  up  :t  Objective  SOCCER 
(1T674S96),  sat  01 071  Cl!  and  Cl/2  scoured  L'J  BICE  for  the  arrival  of  A2/33  Arty. 

At  0106331,  .A  C:  B  Co  2/1C  Inf,  on  blocking  position  COUC-O  (X0709011)  locatod 
20  more  VC  -&;t(  era  '  erAt**  gr-*w-  ITf'?.-  •  '•las  w»i  C^tti  "jctH*  tcndMUl 
by  1/4  Cav  o:n  30  June.)  32/1 C  located  a  company-sized  base  camp  vie  XU714017 
which  corns  is- tad  of  bunkers,  foxholes,  €1ar  mortar  positions  and  6  additional 
graves  at  OD0850H,  At  0110361!  l/26  conducted,  hoi.iboano  assault  end  secured 
Objective  BAdSEBAIL  (XT623995)  and  set  ’ a  V ■■. .  king  ;  ositicn  in  that  ar  a.  31/2 
captured  one  (1 )  VC  WIA  with  Alt-47  weapon  vac.  .7  at  0110372.  VC  stated 

ho  is  member  of  1st  Bn,  271st  licgt.  At  0110*.5,  2/1 C  romorted  consolidated  VC 
bodycount  at  116  VC  XU(BC),  15  VCC,  and  350  ^  !I4(.-s*s).  At  0112172  Al/2 
engaged  2  VC  vie  XU622002,  VC  fled  and  company  pnrriv:'.  idth  nogativo  results. 

At  011500K,  Cl/26  observed  2  VC  vie  XT61. 8993  and  "ua.vuod  btrt  failed  to  estab¬ 
lish  contact.  Al/SC  captured  twe  (2)  VC  Wit  vie  11604993  ermod  with  grenades 
but  no  weapons.  At  0116101!  interrogation  rc-xlcd  t'...t  they  wore  part  cf  a 
20.  nan  rice  carrying  detail  in  2  man  groups  are  mombors  of  50th  Co,  5th  3n, 
4th  KVA  Rogt  stationed  at  IAC  DA.  At  011  SI  G-i,  BI/26  on  pa  god  appro::  10  VC  vie 
XT610990,  VC  broko  contact  at  0107152.  El/28  rtooivod  one  1114  and  3  WTA.  VC 
easucltios  unknown .  Ambush  p-t^ei  i/?fi;  ••eg-gea  •ini'nm.m  runbnr  of  VC  ot  01 201 5U 
resulting  in  ono  friendly  WIIA,  VC  casualties  unknown.  Incidents  occurring  on 
2  July  arc  as  follows:  At  0550!.  2/16  Inf  was  taken  under  firo  and  at  approx 
C6  Cl  moratr  firo  was  received  followed  by  a  ground  attack  from  the  Worth  and 
Itorthso*!.  Co  i  '  r.  v  ■’  ■',a~  -iy,  -i>  -’^.a  :»<j*  u.  c Aid  ft  i!i 

ro^ielling  the  ostiiv.tod  VC  3n  force.  Arty  v.  s  laced  on  VC  r  utos  of  with- 
drairal.  At  071 01,  Bdo  CO  moved  1/2C  Inf  to  aic  !!Uu06019  to  support  2/1 C  Inf  . 
Contact  was  broken  at  0909!!  and  results  wore:  21  VC  llm.(BC),  40  VC  !aA(Boss) 
duo  to  r.v.’orous  blood  trails  loading  from  ;vri.xtcr:  1  'uvy'.iC,  1.  II »G, 

1  clc.con  •  .•-•vi v.  a  r s a V .•  ’  S;:  mao, 
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12  sots  web  goar,  end  1  •  aclcot  of  nodical  supplies.  At  1340E  31/2G  captured  / ^ 
one  VC  vie  IU592025  and  located  2  VC  IXA(BC);  fro  ship  dug  nor  tar  positions 
and  5  fades  with  gronades.  Whilo  soarchin;-  ths  area,  E1/2C  received  SA  fire 
from  unknown  nur.be r  of  VC  at  1400  hrs.  Unit  returned  firo  and  Cl/28  was  roved 
to  a  blocking  position.  Contact  was  lost  at  1417  hrs  and  31/2C  sufforod  ono 
WHA.  Search  was  conducted  of  the  area  at  16323  and  si::  freshly  dug  graves  with 
VC  bodies  woro  located  when  3n  closed  Z  12GSE  vie  XU5S0036.  2/1 2  w  s  directed 
to  novo  to  QUAN  LCI  and  closed  at  17104.  2/2  rnf  bo  cane  GfCOIT  to  5do  and  was 
holiliftod  into  LZ  FINK  (XU592025)  at  1720  E.  On  3  July,  1/2  Inf  comonced 
operations  in  AO  ShAIL  (IU650060  center  of  mass)  and  reported  negative  contact.  . 

At  03075 5E,  l/22  cotxicnccd  novoanot  to  Objective  2  (IU617047)  and  Objective  4 
()Ts,“'3'2  -nd  2/2  Inf  moved  to  Objective  1  IU619032)  and  Objective  3  (IU63203 1 ) . 
Doth  battalions  reported  locating  freshly  dug  fonh.ools  or  graves  containing 
bloody  bandages  along  their  routes  to  Objoctivos  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  1/4  Cav(-) 

conducted  aa  arr.iorod  rocon  along  Aouto  S'JfiE.K  to  Objective  30C0EA  and  Acute 
IAJ1.  to  highway  13.  All  units  reported  negative  contact  during  the  day.  All 
units  x-eturnod  to  yi-AT  LOI  on  4  July  1966.1  Bdo  olcnohts  conducted  enter  si  vo 
patrolling;  operations,  maintenance  on  personnel  and  equip-xont  iron  th-  .oriod 
4-6  July,  with  all  units  reporiin;  negative  contact.  Cn  6  July  at  2030  hrs, 

Edo  issued  OF0RD  23-66  (OLSuIA/EL  FASO  II)  with  the  Mission  of  initiating 
operations  to  luro  major  Viot  Cong  forcos  to  ambush  and  attack  US  forces  to 
enable  1st  3do  to  destroy  VC  forcos  b  offensive  action.  At  071300E,  2/2  Inf 
infiltrated  to  MUSH  THANE  Plantation  by  CV2  ’.ad  lEIlO  aircraft  with  Bn  closing 
at  071 821 E,  1/4  Cav  (-)  secured  Iluy  13  for  move  of  C/6  Arty(-)  to  Arty  Base  1 
vio  IT705817.  Bl/2  scoured  the  arty  base.  At  CC091 5-1,  1/22  Inf  conducted 
deception  landing  operation.  The  objoctivo  of  tho  simulated  assault  was  to  cause 
tho, VC  to  react  to  tho  assault,  drawing  thou  into  the  killing  zone  of  the  Arc 
Light  Strike  which  was  conducted  at  021100...  Cl/2  Inf  departed  ‘JCAII  LCI  with 
AAVN  AFC  Troop  at  0C1047E  and  joinod  1/5  Arty(r-)  at  0C1110E  vie  All  LOC.  On  9 
July  ado  coumencod  Operation  lulhEAVA/EL  ..AL0  II.  (Seo  lacl  5,  Battle  of  SUGI 
LAP.)  At  100123H  ambush  patrol  1/16  Inf  killed  ono  VC  and  captured  his  weapon 
vie  2T641766.  1/16  Inf  corx.'-oncod  SAD  operations  at  0S35H  and  at  072AE  Cl/16 

engaged  an  estimated  VC  squad  vie  IT634766,  resulting  in  2  KLA  and  12  (TEA.  At 
100755*  Bl/lfi  flushed  an  unknown  number  of  VC  vie  IT 65 2739.  VC  fled  toward 
l/l6  Inf  position.  Bi/16,  at  100625E,  located  a.  VC  Bn  base  conplo::  vie 
IT659750  and  viada  contact  with  cm  appro::  VC  squad  resulting  in  3  VC  k'Ii(X), 

1  VCC,  1  1111,  1  enrbino,  and  T  -  60:  sa  nor  tax'  sight.  AI/lS  located  a  VC  3n- 
siso  base  conplox  vie  IT744775  with  numerous  gronados  which  woro  destroyed. 

While  destroying  base  caaplom,  Bn  rocoived  fire  from  at  losst  two  (2)  EC's  and 
an  estimated  VC  plctoon-sizod  forco.  Tho  Bn  commander  ”as  wounded  at  this  time 
end  tho  conpcny  was  ordored  to  bac  •  off  to  allow  airstrikes  and  arty  tr  hit 
objoctivo  ar  oc.  1/4  Cav(-),  1/2  Inf,  and  1/25  Inf  roportod  negative  contact 
dt&ing  tho  day.'.  On  11  July  all  units  reported  negative  contact  for  the  period 
and  at  111230H,  tho  Bdo  paid  tribute  to  TF  Dragoon  by  positioning  tho  Bd.c  colors 
and  an  honor  guard  plate,  n  at  tho  battlo  site  of  9  July  i960.  Tho  Brigade 
colors  were  dipped  during  the  passing  of  TF  Dragoon  in  honor  of  tho  valiant 
non  of  Bps,  b  and  C  Troops,  1/4  Cr.v,  3l/2  Inf.  Cn  12  July  3de  conducted  caro 
and  naintonanco  of  oquipuant  for  ell  units.  A'l  units  prepared  to  return  to 
thoir  rnspoctivo  base  canps  on  13  July.  Bdo  L'qs  and  1/2  Inf  conducted  airlift 
by  CV2,  Cl23j  and  OlilD  aircraft  to  , EUOC  VTE1  co  'nencing  at  130C30K  and.  closing 
et  13200CS,  tomLnating  Cporation  Ei  FASC  II. 

7.  Supporting  Forces: 

c.  2d  I3n,  13th  Arty: 

(1)  This  organization  consisted  of  loed.quartors  and  Service  mat¬ 
ter-  and  three  (3'j  firing  batteries  (A,  E,  and  C)  with  C2/33,  Bl/5  attached  and 
DC/6  Arty  in  CS, 

(2)  Bn  moved  by  Cl 30  and  CV2  aircraft  to  -iUii  LCI  Airfiold  and 
la. ter  by  C'.r,7  to  E  AT  T&CIi  Airfield,  DC/6  Arty  moved  b-‘  road  from  Ell  112  to 
erty  be  so  vio  C.  01  TlhA.I  II  initial!;-. 

b.  Foriiod  and  numbor  of  rds  firod  by  typo  9  Juno  -  13  July: 
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ifcncuvcr  Froncration  Jfetgi 


105ma  EE 

13,634 

2203 

15,042 

105an  UP 

426 

37 

463 

105:tp-  Ill 

122 

122 

155iJn  3 

1323 

152 

1475 

&  inch  iiE 

1552 

110 

1662 

Totc.l  ECJ  iiissions:  2C03 
Total  Preparations:  62 

o.  US  Air  Force:  In  support  of  Operation  EL  PASO  II  (9  Juno  -  13  July 
1966)  a  total  of  189  strike  sessions  .were  flown  by  1st  Bdo  FAC's,  resulting  in 
a  total  of  543  sorties.  The  FAC  pilots  flow  a  total  of  245  rissions  for  417 
hours  end  35  niuutos  directing  tactical  aipstri’"03.  Fighter  strikes  as  follows: 


9  Jun  66-2 

27  Jun  66-3 

10  Jun  66-4 

23  Jun  66-6' 

11  Jun  66-  6 

'  29  Jun  66-5 

12  Jun  66-2 

30  Jun  66  -  5 

13  Jun  66-3 

1  Jul  66-6 

14  Jun  66-4 

2  Jul  66  -  10 

15  Jun  66-4 

3  Jul  66  ••  6 

16  Jun  66-3 

4  Jul  66-3 

17  Jun  66-6 

5  Jul  66  -  4 

18  Jun  66  -  1 

6  Jul  66  -  2 

19  Jun  66-3 

7  Jul  65-5 

120  Jun  66  -  4 

6  Jul  66-6 

121  Jun  66-4 

9  Jul  66  -  20 

•12  Jun  66-6 

10  Jul  6  5  -  12 

123  Jun  66-3 

11  Jul  66  -  8 

;24  Jun  66-9 

12  Jul  66-6 

125  Jun  66-9 

13  Jul  66-3 

:26  Jun  66-6 

TOTAL:  109 

8,  He  suits  of  Operation: 
a.  Efyul/ncnt  evacuated: 

5 

5 


IfeS 

US  Carbino 
7.62  Carbine 


21 


Sa  Weapons 


1 


A- >-47 
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PSS-44 


3 

60nn  Mortars 

1 

75un  lie  coir  oss  iyjflo 

1 

AIC-47 

18 

1*56  Assault  A;  die 

16 

BAA 

10  ton 

ry.ee 

1 

TT  i. 

'  ifetor  .rump 

1 

■  ■  K36  li-iG 

300  Shoots 

Tin 

2 

7  II  notors 

1 

US  .50  Cal  MG 

5 

Chicon  diet  launchers 

1 

Hvy  MG  Cfcieon 

1 

It  Chicon  MG 

2 

60wn  Mortar 

1 

AT  Launcher 

2 

Tripods  for  57KA 

Equipment  Dostroyod: 

8 

Arty  Bds 

2 

CBU 

1/2  lb 

TKT 

4 

Claymores 

1 

.31  C.  1  MG 

2 

M53  LMG 

6 

Chicon  IMG 

1 

.45  Cal  Fistol 

*> 

M72  r&w 

8 

Chicon  Akt  iaur.chor 

11,3<66  rds 

SA  Anno 

19  rvls 

60nn  iicrtar 

22  rrds 

81m  Mortar 

239 

Hand.  Grenades 

3 

SO’  ti  TJets 

18 

AT  Granados 

10  rds 

75on  AA 
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2 

2.75  inch  Riots 

2 

A!  linos 

25  tons 

Se.lt 

1579.5  tons 

Rise 

13C0  lbs 

Flour 

300  lbs 

Tea 

30  gal 

iiuoc  im 

2750  lbs 

Fish  (in  Kegs) 

.15  tons 

Dried  Fish 

1COO  tins 

Sardines 

30  <?al 

Tobacco 

1 

Hospital 

11 

Ease  Cmps 

54 

Kuts 

75 

Bunkors 

5920  Shoots 

Tin 

10 

Tiros 

4 

*nnd  Carts 

16  • 

Bioyclos 

'3 

3/4  ton  Trailer 

1 

400  gal  Tank 

900 

Suup  Ladles 

20 

l.brosono  Stovos 

15 

Thoroos  Bottlos 

500 

loo  Hoads 

3000 

/.lun  Fans 

1 

Bicycle  Repair  i 

2 

Outboard  Motors 

5  ge  l 

Ter 

1 

Fish  Mot 

500  lbs 

Wax 

5  Spools 

Baling  Wire 

1  bog 

Tooth  Fasto 

1  beg 

Tooth  Crushes 

130  gal 

C-a  saline 

1210  gal 

Kotor  Oil 
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13  sots  Webbing 


1 

Hod 

fnckot 

Friendly  Lossos: 

Dato 

WEA 

IfflA 

im 

DOW 

9  Jun  66 

0 

0 

c 

0 

10  Jua  66 

5 

0 

0 

0 

11  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  Jun  66 

4 

0 

0 

0 

16  Jun  ^6 

'  0 

0 

0 

0 

17  Jun  66 

.  ,  0 

0 

0 

0 

18  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

19  Jun  66 

\  o 

0 

0 

.0 

‘  ?  i  ; 

20  Jun  66  , 

W&yi'W-":. 
MW*?'  ‘1 

0 

0 

0 

21  Jun  66 

1  */r  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

32  Jun  66 

fc  *.  i.  jT  •  %  //  • 

Vrrf*  •  -a. 

0 

0 

0 

23  Jun  66 

||§^$y1Sf  -V- 

5 

■  0 

0 

24  Jun  66 

.»pr  *  .  V 

>  0 

0 

1 

25  Jun  66 

27  ' 

2 

0 

0 

26  Jun  66 

16 

0 

0 

1 

27  Jun  66 

C 

0 

c 

c 

26  Jun  65 

0 

0 

0 

c 

29  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30  Jun  66 

118 

17 

0 

3 

T  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2  Jul  66 

41. 

17 

0 

0 

3  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Jul  66 

0 

0 

c 

0 

7  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9  Jul  66 

100 

22 

0 

0 

J2 — . 
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17-2  10  Jul  66  13  2  0  0 

11  Jul  66  0  0  0  0 

12  Jul  66  0  0  0  0 

13  Jul  66  JO.  _0_  .  .0 

TOTAL  351  65  0  5 

d.  Friendly  Kntoriol  Losses: 

Quantity  Iton 

4  Teak,  ii46A3  (Dr.ur.god) 

1  Teak,  M4CA3  (Destroyed) 

6  AFC,  >1113  (Darcgod) 

7  APC,  11113  (Destroyed) 

e.  Enorry  Lossos: 


Date 

m<j£i 

mdoss) 

Cr.pturofi 

VCC 

ves 

5  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10  Jun  66 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11  Jun  66 

0 

0 

1 

0 

12  Jun  66 

0 

0  1 

0 

0 

13  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

1 

14  Jun  66 

6 

6 

0 

o 

1.5  Jun  66 

2 

0 

0 

0 

16  Jun  66 

0  ■ 

0 

0 

5 

17  Jun  66 

0  . 

0 

0 

0 

1C  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20  Jur.  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21  Jun  66 

2 

4 

1 

0 

22  Jun  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23  Jun  66 

10 

IS 

0 

0 

24  Jun  66 

11 

0 

0 

1 

25  Jun  66 

7 

0 

0 

0 

26  Jun  66 

2 

11 

0 

c 

27  Jun  66 

0 

0 

c 

0  ' 

28  Jun  66 

2 

17 

1 

0 

23  Jun  66 

0 

o' 

0 

0 

30  Jun  66 

195  . 

150 

IS 

c 

1  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

/? 
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2  Jul  66 

32 

40 

1 

0 

3  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

£  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9  Jul  66 

235 

300 

o 

1 

10  Jul  66 

3 

0 

2 

0 

11  Jul  66  . 

c 

0 

0 

0 

12  Jul  66 

0 

0 

0 

c 

13  Jul  66 

0 

0 

JL 

0 

TOTAL  50S 

Administrative  flatters: 

548 

32 

s 

a.  Administrative  plena  and  procedures  voro  adequate,  The  utili¬ 
zation  of  Amy  fixod-wing  and  rotary-wing  aircraft  for  ro supply  greatly  assisted 
in  the  rapid  response  to  known  rocuiroaents  and  changes,  duo  to  the  tactical 
situation. 


(1)  Supply: 

‘(a)  Techniques  of  supply  used  during  tho  opomtion  wore  of 

throo  types: 

1  An  average  of  tinea  (3)  CV2  aircraft  vero  utilizod 
daily  to  dolivor  supplios  to  tho  forward  base  areas  ..t  MiiH  THAIIH,  DAU  TIENGji .  :v 
2nd  liUiJI  LOI  fren  Brigado  c:l  Division  logistical  basoB  at  LAI  KtlE. 

2  An  average  cf  sis:  (6)  UH1D  helieoptors  were  used  to 
dolivor  daily  fren  forward  baso  aroas  tc  night  dofonsivo  positions.  During 
tho  ocrly  naming  and  la.to  aftorncon  hours  naxinun  offert  was  placod  cn 
extractions  of  unnocossary  equipment  of  night  dofonsivo  positions. 

2  CII47  helicopters  wore  used  tc  dolivor  the  artillery 
occunition  in  tho  forward  artillery  bases,  UElD  aircraft  vroro  usod  vtenever 
largo  LX’s  wore  not  available  to  support  CK47  aircraft, 

‘  (b)  During  tho, operation,- ‘approx  125,000  lbd  cf  rntorials 

daily  to  lnoludo  Class  I-V  and  nail,  voro  delivered  b-  CV2  aircraft.  An 
undotorninod  tonnage  of  axuunition  was  dolivorod  by  CIT47  end  DII1D  aircraft. 

(2)  iiaintoucncoJ  lb  significant  prcblous  woro  ouocuntorod  by 
attached  units. 

(3)  Treatnont  cf  casualties  and  evacuation  and  hospitalization: 

(a)  Cc  D,  1st  bed  Bn,  1st  Inf  Div,  eporatod  as  c  part  of 
the  1st  3do  Task  F-rco  in  suy.ert  of  Operation  Eb  ,;AS0  II. 

(b)  Tho  nodieJL  support  unit  moved  fren  FI1UCC  Vlil-I  at  021 2301 
Jul  66  utilizing  2  CI47's  closing  the  forunrd  ba.se  area,  at  021630H  Jul  66.  The 
unit  sot  up  a  clearing  station  which  was  operated  45  minutes  after  arrival  and 
bo gon  receiving  patients  at  that  tiro.  Ground  ovacua.ti:  n  fren  this  facility  was 
net  feasible  and  a  liEDEVAC  helicopter  was  ai  24  hr  stand-by  at  tho  location. 

On  9  Jul,  the  i<ED  facility  oxeoricaccd  a  ass  casualty  situation.  Cc.  vr  ncing 
at  cpyros  11541,  the  facility  received  119  I3SA,  9  injury,  19  ESA,  and  13 
illnoss  pntipnts  until  approx  1450E.  Evacuation  t:  tho  facility  w  s  a.ccor.- 
plishod  printrilv  via  HEDEVAC  holicoptors  with  rdrJ.-r'.l  assistance  fren  “slick'1 
helicopters.  The  MT  faoiUov  remaned  a  :n.  1  '.van  On-  g.v  ut  tho  aporatioa 
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and  rendered  prompt  end  efficient  service  throughout  the .operation.  "In  addition, 
‘  '  HSDCA?  operations  were  conducted  treating  approximately  20  Vietnamese  and  iion- 
tagnard  patients,  ' 

(c)  Hesults: 

i,  Total  number  of  patients  treated:  438, 

a.  Illness:  117. 

.  i.  Injurjr:  394. 

£.  IRKA:  143.  , 

KURA:  24. 

2*  Total  number  of  patients  evacuated  from  the  Clearing 

Station  to: 

ai  Hospitals. (93d  Evac,  3d  Surg,  Bn  Fid):  123. 

b.  Base  camps:  210,. 

2*  Total  number  returned  to  duty:  105. 

(4)  Transportation:  Ho  significant  transportation  problems  en¬ 
countered  during  the  operation.  The  large  number  of  personnel,  replacements, 
and  others  that  were  normal  between  forward  and  rear  base  areas  utilized  the 
regular  daily  shuttle  and  resupply  ships  between  these  two.  points. 

(5)  Communications:  No  major  communications  problems  were  exper¬ 
ienced  during  the  operation.  The  one-half  AN/iRC-69  VHF  communications  facility 
was  employed  for  the  first  time  end  provided  all  the  requirements  for  VHF  be¬ 
tween  the  Division  and  Bde.  FK  communications  between  Bde  and  subordinate  units 
was  marginal  and  the  use  of  airborne  radio  relay  was  extensively  used  through¬ 
out  the  operation. 

(6)  iiedical  Evaluation:  The  medical  coverage  during  the  oper¬ 
ation  was  excellent.  An  increased  incidence  of  fevers,  diarrheal  conditions, 
and  skin  problems  was  noted.  This  is  to  be  expected  any  time  there  is  paw- 
longed  exposure  to  the  elements.  The  nutrition  and  physical  condition  of 

the  troops  ires  very  good  and  they  received  export  medical  care  at  all  levels.  ■ 

b.  Personnel  status  during  Oporation  EL  FASO  II: 
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Orrn  Terminated 


PIF 

250 

516 

PBC 

432 

203 

Anth 

490 

490 

Assign 

501 

502 

PDY 

488 

491 

PIF 

290 

342 

PBC 

217 

107 

10.  rC)  Special  Equipment  and  Teahniques:  No  special  equipment  was  intro¬ 
duced  during  the  operation*  The  Brigade's  scheme  of  maneuver  for  a  type  coun¬ 
ter-ambush  operation  (BKttlo  of  EM  69  and  SUOI  LAP)  -was 'employed  fob  the  first 
time,  and  proved  to  be  effective*  A  Brigade  Tactical  Command  Post  was  organ¬ 
ized  operated  from  the  Brigade  Forward  Base  Area. 

11.  (C)  Conmander'a  Analysts:  a.  The  purpose- of  the  operation  in  the 

Vicinity  of  DAU  TIENG  was  to  locate  and  destroy  enemy  logistical  bases.  The 
1st  Bde  employed  two  battalions  (2/l6  Inf  and  2/2  Inf).  The  battalions  were 
successful  in  locating  the  enemy  supply  points,  but  experienced  difficulty 
in  destroying  the  materials)  particularly  the  rice  that  was  uncovered.  This 
operation  lasted  for  six  days  and  although  the  bulk  of  the  supplies  were  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  third  day,  only  a  small  amount  could  be  evacuated.  The  remain¬ 
der  was  destroyed.  ■  ,  ' 

•  .  r-  *’■  •’$ 

b.  An  operation  of.  this  type  is  more  successful  when  uncovered 
materials  are  extracted.  Extraction  of  enemy  materials  has  the  greatest 
psychological  impact  on  the  VC  and  the  local  population  when  uncovered  mater¬ 
ial*  that  have  been  confiscated  ty  the  VC,  are  redistributed  to  the  people.  Ex¬ 
traction  of  VC  materials: is  ,a  time-consuming  task.  I  recommend  the  following 
for  future  operations  t  \  v, 

(1)  Transfer  the  area  of  operation  to  the  ARVM  forces  after  ma¬ 
terials  are  located  for  extraction  hy  ground  means, 

(2)  Develop  an,offiOient  means  of  rice  destruction  and  leave 
AKVN  troops  in  the  area  until  materials  are  effectively  and  completely  de¬ 
stroyed.  . 

o.  The  Battle  of  BM  49  with  the  l/4  Cav  and  later  the  introduction 
of  2/18  Inf  achieved  excellent  results.  The  organic  firepower  and  supporting 
fires  of  artillery  and  air  were  effectively  used  and  the  enemy  force  was  de¬ 
cisively  beaten  in  the  battle  area.  Positioning  of  the  blocking  forces  was 
accomplished  rapidly  and  blocking  positions  were  across  tfya  most  likely 
route  of  escape.  However,  later  intelligence  indicated  that  the  surrounding 
enemy  force  escaped  to  the  Southwest  and  tb  the  Northwest,  where  no  blocking 
forces  were  located.  Tho  attack  against  ths  blocking  positions  of  2/1 8  Inf 
on  the  morning  of  2  July  wr.s  probably  made  by  an  enemy  reserve  unit. 

d.  Tho  Battle  of  SUOI  VI  accomplished  exactly  what  was  intended: 
the  1/4  Cav  Task  Force  lured  the  enemy  into  committing  himself  in  ambush  against 
a  hard-fighting  target,  and  then  supporting  fires  and  RRF  maneuver  forces  in¬ 
flicted  heavy  damage  on  the  enemy. 


12,  (C)  Conclusions  and  Lessons  Learned: 

a.  Conclusion:  The  operation  was  extremely  successful  and  all  of  the 
participating  unite  carried  out  their  missions  vigorously  and  professionally. 
Tbs  downing  of  the  armed  CH47  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  could  hava  caused  a 
Tfnioh  more  serious  problem  had  it  been  forced  down  any  distance  from  friendly 
forces.  As  it  was,  its  prssenoe  on  the  battlefield  tied  down  a  fighting  ele¬ 
ment  for  security  which  could  have  been  more  profitably  employed  elsewhere. 
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b.  Lessons  Learned: 

( 1 )  Communi  cations: 

(a)  Airborne  radio  relay  has  to  be  used  when  units  aro 
maneuvering  through  the  jungle.’ 

(b)  Antenna  RC-292  must  be  erected  by  all  units  at  their 
forward  tactical  Cl. 

(c)  Communications  procedure  and  security  was  poor  and  con¬ 
tinued  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  keeping  transmissions  SHORT. 

(d)  Each  separate  unit  should  be  prepared  to  provide  neces¬ 
sary  equipment  and  personnel  to  link  up  both  forward  and  rear  echelons  with 
next  higher  headquarters,  1st  echelon  maintenance  should  be  performed  before, 
during^  and  after  each  operation, 

(2)  Intelligence: 

(a)  Extensive  aerial  reconnaissance  and  Red  Haae  missions 
flora  over  the  area  were  able  to  detect  VC  activity. 

(b)  VC  regiments  are  capable  of  refitting,  regrouping,  and 
being  prepared  for  a  major  operation  in  less  than  30  days. 

(c)  VC  units  utilicing  existing  trails  meve  rapidly  through 
the  jungle  covering  a  considerable  distance  in  a  short  time.  Blocking  forces 
placed  further  from  the  scene  of  battle  would  allow  time  for  proper  timely  de¬ 
ployment  of  blocking. 

(d)  Reconnaissance  in  depth  around  the  battle  area  should 
be  allowed  to  be  continued  until  it  is  certain  that  the  withdrawing  forces  are 
located  and  fixed  by  the  blocking  forces. 

-(e)  VC  established  positions  in  depth.  Initial  positions 
being  in  the  ditches  along  the  road.  Eeccn  by  fire  into  the  ditches  may  spring 
tua  ambush  pre-maturely, 

(3)  Assault  Helicopter  Company: 

(n)  Assault  helicopter  companies  placed  in. direct  support  of 
infantry  brigades  should  in  the  true  sense,  be  in  direct  support,  Cn  marry 
occasions,  helicopters  we re  withdrawn  from  Brigade  missions  on  direction  of 
higher  headquarters,  without  the  Brigade  being  informed. 

(b)  Lack  of  ground  com 1 uni cations  within  an  assault  heli¬ 
copter  company  impairs  its  ability  to  react,  especially  when  two  or  more  lift 
companies  are  on  a  stand-by  basis  at  a  field  location.  This  is  further  com¬ 
plicated  when  the  air  mission  commander  and  supported  unit  commander  are  air¬ 
borne  with  communications  to  uhe  supported  un.  ts  only.  This  situation  reduces 
mobile  forces  to  the  lowest  level  of  oomaunications,  i.e.  hand  and  voice  signals 
over  a  distance  which  may  extend  to  two  to  three  thousand  feet. 

(c)  A  sot  number  of  helicopters  should  be  given  to  comman¬ 
ders  for  the  purpose  of  planning  an  operation.  Additional  helicopters  should 
be  designated  as  stand-bys  for  immediate  replacement  of  helicopters  involved 
in  the  lift. 

(4)  The  S-5  requires  an  interpreter  and  a  truck,  3/4  ton,  in 
order  to  conduct  Civic  Action  Activities  and  Psy  War  Operations. 

FOR  THE  COtilAHDER: 
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WILLIAi-i  S  TOC  KESHAN 


Captain,  Infantry 
Adjutant 
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Inclosure  5. 

AFTER-ACTION  .REPORT  -  EL  PASO  II 
BATHE  OF  SUOI  LAP 

9  July  1966 


■  1st  Brigade  Task  Organization  , 

KHC,  1st  Bde 

1/16  Inf  .  . 

2/18  Inf,  '• 

1/28  Inf  ‘  ‘ 

2/2  Inf 
1/4  Car  (-) 

3  1/2  Inf  • 

1/5  Arty  (-) 

S/6  Arty 
C  2/33  Arty 
ARVNAFC  Troop 

2,  Un±t3  locations  during  the  attack  as  3hown  in  sketch  jf\» 

- < 

3.  Sequence  of  events  prior  to,  during  and  after  the  attacki 

a.  MISSION:  1st  Bde  pc sicxons  forces,  conducts  a  reconnaissance  in  force 
to  lure  VC  forces  into  nmbush/attack  this  force  enabling  1st  Bde  to  destroy  VC  force 
by  offensive  action. 

b.  Preparations  FOR  THE  ATTACK:  Preparation  for  tho  attack  commenced  on 
7  July  when  2/2  Inf  began  infiltrating  to  ICTNH  THANH  and  two  forward  artillery  best-- 
were  established  south  of  AN  LOC. 

c.  THE  ATTACK:  At  090625H,  l/l8  Inf  ‘commenced  movement  to  vie  S-5 

(IT  641705)  and  2/2  Inf  commenced  move  to.  vie  S-ll  (XT660694) .  During  the  movement 
along  route,  numerous  sightings  of  VC  were  reported  by  Airborne  FAC  *  s  and  observers 
At  0927H,  Bde  CO  informed  all  elements  that  an  attack  was  imminent.  Air strikes  werv 
called  in  and  continued  to  support  the  move  and  shifted  along  tho  route  between  TOE 
(XT6673)  and  Cp  6.  A  squad  of  VC  were  reported  vie  XTS63736  and  an  nirstrike  with 
napalm  -’'8  placed  on  target.  At  1103H,  1/4  Cav  (-)  reported  4  VC  crossing  road  to 
their  f  ..t  vie  C?6  (XT0827A3).  Rooonnaissance  by  fire  involving  heavy  mortar,  AW, 
and  RR  .  xre  and  at  1110H  1/4  Cav  (-)  roportod  being  under  attack  from  both  sides  of. 
road.  These  fires  wero  met  by  return  fire  from  1/4  Cav's  organic  weapons  plus  air- 
strikes  from  AI&AP.  Suppressive  fires  from  Armed  CH47  and  artillery  were  also  use 
1/18  began  moving  toward  the  battle  area  to  strike  the  right  (South)  flank  of  the  V 
positions.  2/2  Inf  mo/od  by  foot  to  LZ  S4  (XT680713)  so  as  to  be  in  position  to 
attack  tho  rear  of  the  VC  position*  As  the  battle  continued,  1/28  Inf  was  helilifw 
to  position  ND  (TT639V55)  at  1120.  Arty  and  air  continued  to  hit  both  sidos  of  the 
road  and  prep  tho  l/28  LZ.  At  12'5H,  tho  VC  force  was  estimated  to  be  elements  of  : 
VC  regiments.  The  fire  fight  continued  throughout  the  movement  of  1/28  Inf  and  air- 
strikes  and  artillery  wero  placod  on  knewn  and  suspected  VC  locations  and  escap* 
routes.  Upon  completion  of  l/28  mewe,  at  1410H  l/l6  was  airlifted  into  LZ  NC 
(XT  676788).  During  ths  1/16  assault,  the  attached  ARVN  AFC  Troop  moved  from  Arty 
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base  2  to  AN  LOC,  loaded  badly  needed  aissunition  for  l/4  Cav  and  moved  to  position 
HANK  (XI7480)  then  P3n  DICK  (XT6874).  l/l6  closed  LZ  1JC  and  moved  to  occupy  Psn  N5 
(XT644766).  At  1359H,  1/28  Inf  reported  engaging  VC  vie  XT675742  and  reported 
killing  85VC  (Bb)  and  6  VCC,  and  continued  to  sweep  west  and  south.  The  contact 
along  the  route  decreased  and  it  appeared  the  VC  were  starting  their  withdrawal.  2. 
Inf  moved  from  psn  vie  X4  and  was  lifted  into  LZ  NC.  At  1555H,  l/l8  made  contact 
with  a  delaying  VC  force  800  meters  northeast  of  psn  TOM.  Unit  continued  to  push 
through  the  VC  position  which  consisted  of  bunkers  and  trenches  and  reported  killin 
12  VC  during  the  encounter.  Artillery  and  airstrikes  continued  to  be  c<allod  on 
routes  of  withdrawal  and  suspected  VC  locations.  During  the  enemy  engagement  32  ai 
strikes  were  conducted  in  eupport  which  consisted  of  approximately  96  sorties.  All 
airstrikes  and  artillery  fire  wore  highly  effective  and  devasting. 

3.  SUMMARY  OF  ENEMY  FORCES:  Based  upon  interrogation  of  VC  wounded  and  docu¬ 
ments  captured  and  found  on  dead  VC,  identified  the  27 '2  regt.  The  estimated  streng 
of  the  VC  force  wae  2070  personnel. 

4.  SUMMARY  OF  ENEMY  LOSSES:  Curitjg  the  engagement  the  VC  had  238  KIA  (BC),  }. 
j  VCC  and  300  estimated  KIA.  Equipment  lossee  were  aa  follows:  44  small  arms  weapon 

|  13  crew  served  weapons,  10,513  rounds  of  smll  arms  ammo,  177  grenades  and  36  rds  c 
i  Large  caliber  explosive  ordnance.  The  estimate  of  VC  KlA's  based  upon  tho  evaluate.: 
of  routes,  interrogation,  blood  trails,  local  and  agent  reports. 

!  . .  5..  ■  FRIENDLY  LOSSES:  A  total  of  22  KHA,  1L3  WHA  and  3  DOW  resulted  from  the 

engagement.  Friendly  equipment  damaged  included  1  M48A3  tank,  3  MU3  AFC's  1  CH47 
I  .  Aimed  GO  00,  and  1  UHID  helicopter.  Equipment  destroyed:  4  M1I3  AFC'e  and  11  M14 

rifles. 
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Inolosure  4  to  After  Action  Heport  (EL  PASO  II) 


BATTLE  OF  SUOI  UP 
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.  cniLAITalBS/ISi'CIffiLCGICii  OPEEATICIIS 

(Operation's!  PASO  H) 

1,  (C)  General:  During  Operation  EL  PASO  II  a  field  team  of  the  246th 
Psychological  Operations  Company,  in  coordination  with  the  Brigade  S-5,  support¬ 
ed  the  operation.  Civic  Action  activities  were  limited  to  a  great  extent,  due 
to  the  lack  of  transportation,  interpreters,  and  the  nature  of  the  operation, 

2.  (C)  Accomplishments: 

a. ’  Civic  Actions: 

(1)  Villages  along  the  road  between  QtJAN  LCI  and  AN  LOC  were 
visited  to  locate  possible  areas  for  Civic  Actions  and/or  MEDCAP  Activities; 

This  area  was  determined  to  be  w&Ll-developed  and  the  population  appeared  to 

be  in  good  health.  Candies  and  some  foodstuff  were  distributed  among  the  chil¬ 
dren. 

(2)  Brigade  Surgeon  conducted  MEDCAP  operations  on  15  and  24  June, 

treating  143  HV2I  patients;  w 

(3)  Other  Civil  Affairs  Activities: 

(a)  The  Brigade  S-5  provided  1760  pounds  of  rice  on  17  June 
to  the  Special  Forces  Detachment  332  for  further  distribution  to  needy  families. 

(b)  On  .1-9  June  the  Brigade  Catholic  Chaplain  held  mass  in 
the  HINH  TKAHH  Catholic  Church  for  40  parishioners.  Rosaries  were  given  to 
all  in  attendance.  440  pounds  of  rice  was  given  to  the  Catholic  priest  for 
needy  parishioners.  Negotiations  were  made  to  hire  50  civilian  laborers  each 
day  to  assist  in  clearing  fields  of  fire,  cutting  grass,  etc. 

(c)  liiUc  was  provided  to  an  infant  whose  mother  was  wounded 
by  mortar  fire  and  evacuated  on  17  June. 

(d)  CA  officer  coordinated  with  ftiddhist  leaders  on  22  June 
in  HliiH  TIIAHH  and  arranged  for  tho  supply  of  material  for  necessary  repairs  in 
RAGO  DA.  Also  donated  150  pieces  of  clothing  to  be  distributed  to  needy  families. 

(o )  Presented  school  official  at  HXi-ir.  THANH  with  sample  mater-  ■ 
ial  and  student  kits. 

(f )  On  25  June  CA  Section  presented  MKII  THANH  Village  offi¬ 
cials  three  (3)  metal  gates  constructed  try  D/701  licint  Co. 

(g)  On  26  Juno  CA  Section  provided  10  sheets  of  tin  to  a 
family  fob  the  repair  of  a  house  partially  destroyed  by  mortar  fire. 

b.  Psy  Ops  Activities’.  A  total  of  340,000  leaflets  were  dropped  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  8-10  June  1966  and  460,000  leaflets  were  Stropped  between  24  and 
26  June  1966  in  support  of  the  1st  Brigade. 

(1)  Sun  ary  of  leaflets  by  theme: 

(a)  Safe  conduot  passes. 

(b)  Reward  for  information, 

(c)  CH2EU  HOI  appeals. 

(d)  Deception  leaflets  (Route  13  is  open),. 

(e)  US  and  AHVN  power,. 

(f)  Surrender  instructions, 

(2)  Loudspeaker  operations  over  combat  areas:  VC  difeat  and  in¬ 
evitable  victory  fob  the  GVH  and  tneir  allies  wee  the  theme  of  surrender  instruo- 
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3.  (0)  PrclStoW  o.  t**^* 

support  of  ths  1st  Brigade  woo  llnitsd  tocn“r ^Tho  tmok  contains 
SCIL-t  »»  not  tow  Into  tteuea, 1?T=SSU.  nSdTln  «. 
££££’  ^rSSaCt.™  or.  «Ln  of  trsnnportatlo.  to  pnpport 
Civic  Actions  activitee. 

b.  Interpreter  coverage  Tor  this  operaUon  was  inadequate. : 

Kmloitation  of  IffiDCAP:  Greater  benefits  fron  1EDCAP  could  be . 

c.  Erploitat^n  adeauat6  transportation  to  support 

derived  by  more  detailed  planning*  ana  aaequsw* 

KK,  loudspeatoroporatlons,  and  otharCi  activittoa. 

i  (C)  Seconmondatinns*  It  In  *******  ttnt  th.  following  a=tlo»r 
be  taken:  .  ‘ 

a.  That  the  3/A  ton  truck  assigned  to  the  Fey  Ops 'Team  supporting 
the  1st  Bde  be  taken  on  future  operations. 

b*  That  an  interpreter  be  nade  available  to  the  Pay  Opa  Team  and 
MBDCAP  peraonnel.  •' 
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CO  N  FI  DENTI AL 

BEPARE1EBT  OF  BE  AHMI 

HEADQUARTERS  2D  HRIGADF.  1ST  INFANTKI  DIVISION 
APO  US  FORCES  96345 

16  September  1966  * 

Combat  After  Action  Report  (mf'te.S/jtfyi) 

(Operation  EL  PASO  HI)  (B) 

« 

Cenmnnding  Gonoml 
1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  AVID~T 
APO  U.S.  Sbracs  96345 

Comevndor 

US  Military  Assistance  Con ’and,  Vietnam 
ATTN:  1321 

APO  U.S.  Pbrccs  96243  . 

NAB'  AMD  TYEE  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  EL  PASOIII,  Qrigedo  Soorch 
and  Destroy  Operation. 

fcC  (P)"  130700  July  »"2Q.305  August  1966. 

V  3.  '(C).  CENTRAL:  Operation  ET.  PASO  III  was  initiated  by  Hoadquortors,  1st 
Infantry  Division  FfAG  0  65-66  datod  H1400E'Jvil  1966,  Bio  original  plan 
colled  for  Brig-do  Hordquortors  to  oonAwl  from  1  to  5  battalions  doponding 
on  tho  requirement  end  VC  activity  in  tho  IiIKH  LONG  Provinoo,  Bio  2d,  3do 
sv  solved  verbal  instructions  to  novo  to  QUAN  LOI  at  HOGlOH  July  1966,  Tho 
unit  commenced  its  airlift  fren  BEARCAT  Airstrip  at  120605H  July  1966  and 
took  ovor  operational  control  of  all  units  at  1307001!  July  1966,  assuming 
responsibility  for  tho  dofonso  of  the  Ail  LCC/QUAN  LOI/MIIK  THANH  nroas. 

Tho  Bde  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  I3I6OOII  July  1966.  2d  Bde  OPOKD  13-66  (EL  PASO 
HI)  (u)  issuoc!  H1200H  July  1966  gave  tho  Bdo  tho  mission  of  socuring 
QUAN  LOI  Base  a". A  conducting  combat  operations  in  LOC  Nll'Hi-  IIOU  QUA!!  - 
QUAN  LOI  and  MINH  THANH  areas.  Operating  undor  this  OP  01\D,  tho  Bdo  moved  to 
qUAN  LOI,  assumed  responsibility  of. 1st  Bdo  operations  end  initiated  combat 
operations  to  dostroy  VC  forces,  faoilitios  end  bases  in  sonos  of  oporation. 

Bio  Bdo  relinquished  responsibility  for  the  do.fonso  of  MliSI  BIAHH  end  c33unod 
responsibility  for  tho  defense  of  LCC  NXiC.  511  15  July  1966,  On  151200K 
July  1966  ,  2d  Edo  OFLAN  14-66  (Operation  hi. 'GAS  US )  (U)  vrr.a  published  for  tho 
roinforoonorrt  of  units  in  tho  2d  Bdo  under  attadc  at  Ail  LOC/QUAH  LOl/LOC 
NINH,  Tho  Bdo  continued  tho  defense  of  assigned  areas  and  on  IBOSOOHbognn 
oporations  undor  QPOHD  15-.6S  (Oporation  ITS!  PASS/EL  PASO  III)  (u).  Bio 
oporation  ontailod  rod!  clearing  operations  Huy  13  fren  IIOiT  QUAN  (XT758G) 
to  vie  TAN  KIIAI  (XT7676)  in  close  oooporai.'on  end  coordination  with  GVN 
units  to  securo  US/AKVN  Engr  Dot  repairing  Huy  13.  At  181B00H  Oporation 
UTE  PASS/EL  PASO  HI  ondod  and  the  Bdo  continued  with  tho  dofonso  of  assigned 
sectors.  '  On  220930  'Opn  SAN  DI3G0/EL  PASO  HI-  (u)  commenced  with  ARVN  ; 
Clements  end  US  forces  conducting  road  clearing  operations  along  Hwy  I3 
from  1I0N  QUAN  (XT7588)  to  vie  TAN  5CAI  (XT7676)  .rd  securing  US/ ARVN  Engr 
Pet  ropriring  Hwy  13»  Operations  undor  GPORD  13-66  (EL  PASO  III)  (u)  continued 
with  tho  Bdo  conducting  oxtcns  j.vu  patrolling  in  the  AN  LOC/QUAN  LOl/LOC  NINH 
nroas,  On  02032311  Aug  66,  2d  Bdo  initiated  oporations  under  GPORD  17-66 
(Oporation  CL24EUHE)  (U)  with  tho  Bdo  in  c.lo3o  coordination  with  5th  ARVN 
piv  and  Bill!  LONG  Province  Forooo  conducting  offensive  operations  S  of 
HON  QUAN  to  locate  end  dost. rev  VC  foroo3  and  bases;  to  interdict  VC  communi¬ 
cations  cr-  liaison  routos,  and  to  clour,  repair,  aid  secure  Jiwy  13  for  tho 
passage  cf  ARVN  oonvoys  during  tho  poriod  3-4  Aug  66'.  Bio  Mo  continued 
to  soouro  HON  QUAN /QUAD  LOI/LOC  i-'IEH  conducting  extensive  patrolling,  rood- 
■  vjnnor  oporations,  EAGIE  iilGHTS,  night  combat  petrols  and  LRTtFs.  On  10 
Aug  66  tho  Bdo  relinquished  respoasibVi.lity  for  securing  LCC  NINH.’  Bio 
Ado  continuod  tho  dofonso  of  AN  LOC/fOA  QUAN,  On  24  A-ug  66  tho  Bdo  oort—.iood 
movement  to  P!IU  LOI  to  assume  operational  control  of  LAN  SON  operations. 
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£fc  21&055H  a  change  of  mission  was  given  the  2d  Bde  and  all  elements  were 
diverted  to  CAMP  CCS  to  prepare  to  conduct  operations  in  support  of  Operation 
TOLEDO*  The  Bie  ended  Operation  SI  PASO  III  when  the  1st  Wp  assumed  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  defense  of  HON  QUAll/QUAN  LOI  and  unite  in  that  area  came 
under  their  OPCCN  at  2hl303H.  •' 

Throughout  Operation  EL  PASO  HI,  the  2d  Bde  maintained  a  Rapid  Reaction 
Perce  that  could  be  employed  in  the  event  an  element  of  the  Bie  made  oontaet 
with  a  major  VC  force,  to  rciirS''  tbs  defense  of  AN  LOC/lOC  NINI0IINH  THANH 
or  to  reinforce  ARVN  elements1  conducting  Special  operations. 

The  operation  was  oonducted  in  three  phases.  See  paragraph  6,  During 
the  entire  operation,  2d  Bde  elements  were  within  Artillery  range  and  received 
Continuous  artillery  fire  support,  2d  Bds  participation  in  Operation  EL 
PASO  HJ  was  conducted  under  let  Infantry  Division  control. 

a.  la  porting  Offioen  It  Col  Sam  S  Walker,  Cormanding 

b*  Task  Organisation! 

2/l6  Toft  It  Col  W.  S.  Hathaway,  Commanding 
,  3/18  Inf!  It  Col  W.  S.  Goodwin  Jr,  Commanding 

2/18  Inf:  It  Col  L.  R.  Baumann,  Commanding 
1/28  Infs  It  Col  R.  L.  Haldane,  Commanding 
lA  Cav  (-):  It  Col  L»  Lewane,  Commanding 
,  1/7  Artyt  It  Col  C,  Meek,  Cormanding 

1/5  Arty  i  It  Col  D,  Roger?,  C  amending  ,/f*v:v: 

8/6  Arty*-  It  Col  J,  JfcGlffert,  Cormanding  £-'•••  :?  '■ 


..  .  . 
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c,  Bde  Troopsi 

’  128th  Air  Mobile  Co  (DS) 

Dot,  Co  B,  let  Bngr  Bn  (DS) 

2d  Flat,  Co  B  121st  Sig  Bn  (DS) 
Team  2,  let  MI  Det  (DS) 

•  •  HHC  2d  Bde  (-) 

U.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE! 


■'  a.  mmUGENCB  PRICR  TO  OPERATION! 

information  prior  to  the  operation  was  received  from  the  0-2 
1st  Div  find  the  S-2  1st  Bie  1st  Inf  Div,  It  was  estimated  that  the  ?th  VC 
Div  Hq  was  located  vie  Xd$789,  Three  Regts  of  this  Div,  the  271,  272,  and 
275  were  believed  to  be  in  turn  operational  area,  however,  they- had  tfedn  f 
tmloeatdd  siuoe  the  battle  with  tha  1st  Bie.  The  101st  NVA  was  also 
believed  to  be  near  the  Cambodian  Border  vie  XTJ>992.  The  272d  Regt  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  at  less  than  60£  strength  due  to  the  sound  defeat  it  suffered  in 
early  July  66.  The  271  and  273  were  also  believed  to  be  less  than  full 
strength  duj  to  prior  battles  in  June.  The  actual  status  of  the  101st  NVA. 
Regt  was  not  known  since  it  was  believed  to  have  been  used  to  fill  the  other 
3  Regts  with  replaoementB. 


b,  BMSMT  SITUATION  DURING  THE  OPERATION! 


No  major  VC  contacts  occurred  during  the  operation.  All  indications 
ware  that  the  271,  272,  and  273  Regts  moved  out  of  the  operational  area 
into  rest  areas  to  regroup  and  retrain.  The  only  actual  oontaet  was  believed 
to  be  with  a  comnary  of  the  101st  NVA  Regt  when  it  attacked  the  village  of 
AP  LOG  THANH  vie  XU7kl3  on  5  Aug  66,  lbs  remainder  of  the  Regt  was  unlocated, 
however,  no  contact  was  made  after  extensive  patrolling  and  reconnaissance. 


CdK JfiDGAsT/ftt-  ^ 

Other  units  identified  in  the  area  were  lcool  force  units.  They 
conduotod  acts  of  torrer,  propaganda,  and  tax  collection.  The,  major  effort 
modo  by  the  VC  was  tho  interdicting  of  foy  13  between  X5767760  and  23760690* 

Many  road  blocks  wore  erected  and  two  major  bridges  at  12767762  and  ”2766728 
were  destroyed*  Tax  collection  was  conducted  throughout  tho  area,  ospoo  tally 
along  Hwy  13.  No  naj  or  effort  was  made  ty  the  VC  to  hinder  tbo  US  road 
opening  of  Hwy  13  on  4  Aug  66.  This  would  have  been  a  logical  pxan  of  attack 
for  the  VC  sinco  the  rioo  situation  in  the  area  had  bocomo  critically  short  • 
end  the  VC  had  kept  tho  road  closed.  Since  tho  VC  did  not  hindor  the  convoy, 
it  is  believed  that  the  major  \0  forces  hod  moved  out  of  tho  area  aid  tho  VC 
was  not  in  a  position  to  conduct  largo  scale  attacks* 

C.  TERRAIN  AND  WEATHER: 

Tho  three  major  populated  areas  were  surrounded  by  rubber  planta¬ 
tions*  Outside  of  these  area3,  the  terrain  consists  of  woods  and  jungle. 

IS’s  are  scattered  throughout  tho  aroa  allowing  fast  doploynent  of  held— 
borne  operations*  The, jungle  becomes  very  dense  in  tho  eastern  portion  of 
the  operational  area  along  the  SOUG  EE  River*  To  the  west  tho  jungle  varied 
from  sparse  with  secondary  growth  to  very -dense  near  tho  Cambodian  Border. 

This  area  is  covered  with  an  extensive  well  used  trail  network  moving  out 
of  Cambodia*  The  voathor  during  tho  ontire  operation  was  generally  the  some. 
Early  morning  ground  fog  covered  tho  area  from  0700H  until  between  0930H  and 
1COOH  daily.  Rain  storms  occurred  about  3  to  5  days  por  week,  usually  in  tho 
late  afternoon  and  early  evening. 

The  major  effect  the  weather  had  on  operations  conoerned  beUbome 
operations,  USAF  Air  strikes,  and  visual  reconnaissance,  Mont  operations 
wero  delryod  until  aid  morning  when  tho  fog  lifted  and  permitted  air  operations. 

Highway  13  is  the  major  avenue  of  approach  into  the  area.  It  is  tho 
only  hard  surface  MSR  loading  into  the  operational  aroa.  The  VC  have  attempted 
to  keep  this  road  olosed  to  vehicular  traffic  and  forco  tho  plantation  to 
op  o:qx>rts.  Tho  operation  successfully  oponed  this  MSR  and  stoppod  tho  VC 
from  tho  accomplishment  of  this  mission.  Tho  SC*  BE  River  is  also  a  major 
ovenuo  of  approach,  howovor,  due  to  the  dense  jungle  along  tho  bank3  it  did 
not  appear  to  bo  in  uso  by  tho  VC. 

d.  FORTIFICATION:  None  reported  of  significance. 

e.  Civic  Actions;  During  the  course  of  Operation  EL  PASO  III,  Medical 
Civio  Action.  Programs  conducted  throughout  BINH  LONG  Province  resulted  in 
more  than  1,200  treatments  for  Viotnamoso  and  Montagnrrd  personnel.  In  coiw 
junction  with  thoso  MEDCAPS,  approximately  4  tons  of  foal  and  500  pounds  of 
clothing  wore  distributed,  Ibr  tho  most  port,  tho  MEDCAP  toom  was  well 
rocoivod  wherever  they  went.  However,  this  welcome  scorned  more  sincere  in 
Montagnard  villages.  A  great  number  of  Vietnamese  scomod  reserved  or  dis¬ 
trustful  of  tho  US/GVN  team,  and  wore  reluctant  to  givd  Information,  whereas 
the  Mbntagnords,  almost  as  a  rulo,  talked  quite  freely.  On  one  occasion,  a 
Cordon  and  Soarch  operation  at  AP  TRA  THANH,  the  good  work  of  the  Air  Force 
MIIFHAP  toom  was  impaired  by  sovoral  accusations  of  theft  made  by  members 
of  tho  hamlot  against  AKVN  soldiers  who  hod  searched  tnelr  homes.  These 
charges  could  not  bo  confirmed.  Tho  opening  of  Highway  13  for  the  rice 
convey^  and  the  attempts  to  keep  tiiis  route  open  for  use  by  the  general 
public,  did  a  groat  doal  to  croatc  harmonious  relations  between  US  and  GVN 
forces  and  the  people  of  tho  province,  C/A  conclusions  and  recommendations 
follow: 

(1)  Conclusions: 

(a)  that  tho  general  attitude  of  most  Vietnamese  in  the  area  is 
one  of  "watchful  waiting", 

(b)  that  the  Montagnard  population  is  more  rocoptive  to  the  US 
presence,  and  would  bo  of  groat  assistance. 

(o)  that  many  of  the.  population  of  BINH  LONG  Provinoo  aro  in  need 
of  scheduled  slok  colls  fy  qualified  medical  personnel  (many  personnel  vers 
unable  to  roach  the  Province  Hospital  for  undote minod/vnried  reasons). 
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(a)  That  noro  effort  bo  oxpondod  to  align  tho  Hontagnerd  pop. 

ulation  noro  firmly  with  US/GVK  forces, 

(h)  That  sufficiont  security  bo  nado  available  to  CA  offlcor  of 
tho  unit  in  BT.HH  LONG  Province  to  onablo  both  Air  Forco  MUPKAP  toan  end  unit 
nodical  personnel  to  travel  freely  throughout  tho  Provinco  for  achodulod 

That  US  personnel  oxorciso  closor  supervision  of  ARVN  troops 

assisting  in  eporationo,  _ 

(a'*  That  CA  officer  of  any  unit  stationed  in  L.CKH  LQKG  Prervinoo 
■continue  a  vigorous  program  of  HKDCAP*  3  food  distribution,  and  Civic  Action 
projects, 

^♦Psychological  Operations;  During1  Qporation  EL  PASO  HI,  sono  1,330,000 
leaflets  wore  dropped  in  tin  2d  Edo  AO,  and  sono  15  hours  ox  lou&spoakfty 
lissions  woro  flown.  As  a  rosult  of  tho  so  operations,  four  uonbor3  of  «C 
.312,  A306,  and  C45  took  advnntago  -of  tho  Chicu  Hoi  Program,  Qno  of 
*tho so  rotumooa  willingly  made  a  tnpo— recording  of  a  Chiou  loi  mossogo 
.r'Mrossod  to  mentors  of  his  forcor  miit,  and  tho  others  rofusod  duo  to 
prefosaod  oonoorn  for  tho  wolfaro  of  thoir  pnronts/familios.  Information 
rocoivod  froa  tlioso  por3onnol  is  a3  follows! 


rtf' 


(1)  VC  units  cook  betuoon  04&CX-0600,  llOC^lJOO,  and  1600-1800 
hours  doily, 

(2)  VC  continue  to  uso  forco  in  many  instcncco  to  rocruit  personnel.' 

(3)  VC  units  suffer  from  lad:  of  food,  clothing,  and  modicino. 

(4)  VC  units  have  a  high  rate  of  malaria, 

(5)  VC  members  strongly  foar  aim-strihoo  and  artr-Uniy  flros, 

even  though  thoro  cro  no  indications  that  much  noro  than 
harressaont  is  boing  done  try  BScI*  s.  Throo  rotumoos  statod 
that  no  members  of  thoir  groups  woro  killod  dy  air  or  artillery , 
but  that  aovoral  woro  woundodi  .  . , 

(6)  VC  porsonnol  havo  other  fears,  though  to  a  lossor  dogroo  tnan 
focr  of  air  or  crtillory.  Sono  of  those  forms  arc: 

(a)  Foar  of  malaria  with  no  modicino. 

(b)  Fear  of  doath,  and  burial  in  on  uanaxiod  grave. 

(o)  Ibar  for  wolfaro  of  femilios. 

(d)  Hcnosiclmo3s 

(o)  Foar  of  starving 

(f )  Parr  of  speaking  frocly  among  tlionoolvos, 

(7)  Pqtot  VC  units  do  not  pay  thoir  porsonnol.  One  roturnoo  hod 

never  boon  paid,  , 

(8)  VC  units  dro  broken  into  throo  or  four-nan  oolls,  and  each 
r^n-Kva  ia  nfiuid  to  discuss  porsonal  natters  with  tho  <rthors 
for  foar  that  ono  may  bo  am  infomor, 

(9)  leaflet  end  loudspoakox’  ni33ions  help,  bit  wldor  covor.go 
la  nocosaary  to  insure  that  all  VC  boo^mo  ewaro  of  tho 

’Chiou  Hoi  program.  ,  , 

(10)  Colors  which  catch  tho  oyo  should  ho  usod  for  leaflets, 

Cno  rotumoc  picked  up  a.  leaflot  sololy  oooauso  of  tho  color 
another  bocauso  of  tho  picture, 

(11)  Although  VC  loaxUx’3  told  now  rooruits  tha.t  thoy  will  opora.to 
noar  thoir  homos,  this  is  seldom  tho  ca.so,  Tho  honosicknoss 
looflot  thono  should  bo  fully  oxploitod, 

(12)  VC  loadors  toll  tho  pooplo  that  tho  chiefs  \i,o,  hamlet, 

villcgo,  District,  oto)  have  too  nuoh  power,  and  that  this 
power  should  bo  in  tho  hands  of  tho  pooplo, _  but  tho  pooplo 
do  not  boliovo  this,  Ono  roturnoo  statod  that  VC  propaganda 
ngoo3  in  ono  oar  end  out  tho  nthor",  ' 

(13)  Ifcny  members  of  VC  unit3  evidently  wxiit  to  rot  urn,  but  oxo 
svrorvisod  so  olesoly  that  osoopo  ia  virtually  impossible, 
Ono  Quy  Chanh  stated  that  he  had  boon  trying  to  oscapo  for 
fivo  months,  another  had  boon  trying  for  throo  months. 

(14)  All  roturneoa  statod  that  while  no  overt  attempts  woro  male 
by  thoir  loadors  to  provont  thoir  leading  °r  holding  loaf- 
leta  tho7  still  felt  subooncious  foar  df  v&nt  might  happen 
if  leaflets  woro  f.uud  in  their  possession,  ' 
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(15)  All  returnees  stated  that  they  had  heard  loudspeaker  brost* 
casts*  Two  stated  that  the  broadcasts  helped  thorn  decide 
to  return  to  GW,  a  third  stated  that  he  had  already  made 
up  hia  mind  to  return  prior  to  hearing  the  broadcasts  and 
that  he  didnst  listen  closely,  the  fourth  stated  that  he  had 
heard,  tho  broadcasts  but  didn't  believe  the  thetna  (which 
was  a  general  Chieu  Hoi  roses  age)  but  rallied  anyway# 

(16}  Gae  returnee  stated  that  her  group  was  under  orders  to  shoot 
at  all  U.S,  aircraft  while  tho  others  said  that  theso  orders 
•  emphasized  Psy  Ops  aircraft.  No  attempt  was  made  by  the  three 
units  to  drown  out  tho  messages  from  loudspeaker  aircraft* 

(17)  One  returnoo  stated  that  he  was  told  by  his  leaders  that  the 
.  Americans  were  tho  aggressors,  but  that  ho  didn*t  believe  this* 

Ho  further  stated  that  once  tho  VC  woro  driven  out  of  the 
country  thero  would  bo  peace,  and  that  is  what  he  wanted* 

5*  (0)  MISSIONS; 

a*  2  Bdo  doploys  to  QUAN.' L0I,re  lie  ves  1st  Bdo  of  responsibility  of 
securing  QUAN  LOI  Ease,  and  conducts  oombat  operations  in  LOC  NIHS(AiAN  QUAl^ 
QUAN  LOl/MINH  THANH  areas  (12-13  July  66).  '  '  ’ 

b,  2d  Bde  defends  HAN  QUAiy'QUAN  LOl/LCC  NINP/MINH  THANH  areas  and 
locates  end  destroys,  VC  forces  and  installations*  (13  Julyu24  Aug)* 

c.  2d  Bdo  in  close  cooperation  and  coordination  with  GVN  units,  oon- 
ctucts  read  cloaring  oporations  along  Hwy  13  from  HON  QUAN  (ZT7588)  to  vie 
TAN  KHAI  (XT7676);  soouros  US/ARVN  Engr  Bet .  repairing  Hwy  13)  eover3  with¬ 
draw!  of  US/ARVN  Engr  Bet  upon  oomplotion  of  oporations  (18-22  July)* 

d*  2d  Bde  in  dose  coordination  with  5th  ARVN  Div  and  BINH  LONG 
Province  Forces  conduots  offensive  operations  S  of  HON  QUAN  to  locate  and  * 
dostroy  VC  forces,  and  bases)  to  interdict  VC  cctamunication^liaison  routes,  - 
and  to  clear,  repair  and  secure  Hwy  13  for  passage  of  ARVN  convey  (2-4  Aug  66) 


a*  Maneuver:  This  operation  was  conducted  in  3  phases  os  follows: 

Phase  It  s  verbal  ordor  issued  on  11  July,  initiated  this  phaso  of 
i  Operation  EL  PASO  HI.  On  12-13  July  66,  Bde  Headquarters  moved  to  QUAN 
MI  by  airlift  and  prepared  to  aasumo  OPCON  of  units  under  1st  Bdo 'control 
on  130700H  July  66. 


Phase  II:  On'  13C7Q0H  July  66,  2d  Bdo  assumed  operational  control  of 
1/L6  Inf,  2/16  Inf,  l/l£t  Inf,  2/16  Inf,  4/2?  Inf,  and  1/28  Inf,  ond  roliorved 
1st  Bdo  of  missions  in  area  of  oporationst,  Bdo  initiated,  oombat  oporations 
to  destroy  VC  forces,  facilities,  and  basoa  in  tho  QUAN  LOT/HON  QUAf/lOC 
'NINlVMlNH  THANH  areas,  , 

Phase  III*  On  24  Aug  Bde  dloiiionts  redeployed  from  operational  area 
Ty  air  and  ret  or  nod  to  CAMP  CCK, 

b»  Firo  Support:  Fire  support  was  provided  by  artillery,  Tao  Air 
and  LTIT1  c*  Those  wore  usod  for  on  coll  fires,  and  also  to  intordiot  VC 
concentrations  and  routes,  of  withdrawl*  The  Bdo  was  supported  by  a  com¬ 
posite  direct  support  artillery  battalion,  a  1551*05°  artillery  battalion 
(-)  in  general  support  and  the  newly  fornod  1st  Assault  Artillory  Battery  . 
(4*2  mortars),  Tl'®so  ufait3  enablod  tho  Bdo  to  have  continuous  indiroot 
firo  support  for  ell  operations  oonductod*  Extensive  HSd  prograas  woro 
firod  in  the  Bdo  operational  areas*  Whenever  soft  woro  available,  the  Bdo 
maintained  at  least  one  heliooptcr  firo  tana  on  stand  by  at  tho  rie  CP  or 
•whorevor  it  oould  beet  be  utilizod  to  support  Bdo  olcnonts#  Additionally 
light  fire  teams  wore  utilized  to  provido  air  ooror  for  oonsroy  moves  and 
night  rooon  flights  using  the  Starlight  Soopcs*  Upon  attaotaent  of  B>  Troop 
1/4  Cor  the  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  and  light  fire  teams  were  utilised  exten¬ 
sively  to  support  Bdo  operations  furbishing  column  and  aerial  reconnaissance* 
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7o  /C)  EXECUTION;  • 

a,  Cl'ironolcgyj  ^ 

H  July  -  2d  Bdo  rccoivul  verbal  jrdors  confirming  novo  to  QUAH  LOI 
on  1/  July  to  participate  in  Operation  EL  PASO  III. 

1”  July  -  2/16  Inf  (-)  remained  attached  to  3d  Bdo.  Tho  3/18  Inf  (-) 
continued  undor  CFCON  of  Div*  The  2/18  Inf  (-)  rosiainod  attached  to  tho  1st 
2do,  'The  4/23  Inf  continual  opns  under  OP LAN  9-66  (C£n  UNIONTWN).  Tho  2d 
Ddc  Has  end  Btry  B,  3/7  Arty  connonaod  airlift  fr-.n  ElLiBGAT  Airstrip  at 
1208C5H  end  as  of  32170QH  a  total  .if  13  lifts  had  closed  QUAN  LOI  with  38 
additional  lifts  required  to  r’osc.  The  Bdo  had  sufficient  clone  at  s  at 
QUAN  LOT.  t-  all  w  full  operations  cf  the  Bdo  Hqs. 

13  July  -  At  130125H,  Col  Do  Witt  C  Smith,  tho  2d  Bdo  CO,  wa3  3trickon 
with  what  appeared  to  ho  a  nild  ho.xfc  attack  and  was  ovacuatod,  Lt  Cel 
Herbert  J ,  McChrystol  CO  of  tho  2/3.8  Inf,  was  immediately  pi-. cod  in  counnnd 

•  of  the  Bdo.  Tho  3/16  Inf  and  2/1 i  Inf,  both  loc'fi&id  at  QUAN  LOI,  wore 
attached  to  tho  2d  Bdo  offoctivo  1307 OOH.  die  3/38  Inf  at  HUffl  THANH  and 
tho-  3/4  Car  (-)  at  AN  LOC  wore  also  attached  to  the  Bdo  at  1307OOH.  All 
attached  units  ontorod  the  Ddo  Cnd  net  at  .l30700H  and  tho  Bdo  entered  tho 
Liy  Cad  nut  end  c-.sanonccd  Opn  EL  PASO  IIIf:,-a  dei>  gsperaticto :  Ronaining  Bdo 
.support  elements  completed  airlift  opns  into  QtlAl-i  I&I  a*  I3I6OOH. 

14  July  -  Bde  continued  Opu  EL  PASO  III,  Tho  3/16  Inf  was  dotachod- 
from  2d  Bdo  at  141630B  end  ottachod  to  ?d  Bdo  at  LAI  KHE  at  approx  141700H. 
•j^l6  Inf  moved  fron  LAI  KISS  cad  was  attached  to  2d  Edo  at  I4C92IK.  Bdo 
continued  to  oocuro  QUAN  LOI  with  3/28  Inf  and.  2/36  Inf>j  HU;  PUAN  -with  3/4 
Car  {-)  ;rnd  MINII  THANH  with  1/28  Inf  o inducting  daylight  roc.-imaissanco 
patrols  and  establishing  13  night  combat  patr  .lc  without  contact,  2/16  Inf 
.assumed  tho  mission  of  Bdo  PIlF., 

15  July  -  Vigorous  patrolling  action  wa3  conducted  ty  2d  Bdo  units  in 
AC’s  without  establishing  contact,  Tno  2/16  Inf  and  3/2C  Inf  continued  to.-,., 

_  aocuro  QUAN  LOI  conducted  daylight  patrols  to  tho  N,  NE,  stf  and  NW  and 
established  7  night  combat  patr  ls.  The  1/36  Inf  c  anEncou  anxlift  opns  frm 
MLNH  THAHU  to  LOC  KISH  at  15085511  aid  assumed  responsibility  for  dofonso  fif 
LCC  Nile;  at  151225H.  3/4  Cav  (~)  continued  to  secure  II©;  QUAN  *  ;•  and  con¬ 
ducted  daylight  patrolling  and  local  oocurity  epus  at  night..  Operation 
EL  PASO  III,  S&  D,  continued  in  tho  KON  QUAN/QUAW  LOI/LOC  HOT  areas. 

Approx  80.000  leaflets  of  No  969  wore  dropped  into  an  cron  bounded  by  coordi¬ 
nates  XT&000,  XT6037,  XT650O,  and  XT6537. 

16  July  -  Tho  defense  of  QUA):  LOI/HON  QHAP/LOC.  HIKE  continued.  with 
units  conducting  extensive.. daylight  and  night  sonb-.t  patrols.  The  2/Vi  Inf 
end  3/28  Inf  continued  to  30cu.ro  the  QUA?!  LOE  la 30  and  conducted'.  ?  mi  i  b 

“conbat  patrols.  2/16  Inf  conducted  EACH!  FLIGHTS  cmaonciag  at  16060411 
piecing  4  platoons  into  4  different  IA1 3.  Patrols  returned  to  base  canp  on 
foot  without  contact.  Tho  additi  r.ej.  nissi  n  of  securing  the  Engr  work 
dotail  at  tho  latcrito  pit  ( vi  cXTulSo )  was  given  the  2/16  Inf  for  indefinite 
period.  3/28  Inf  conducted  dayl.ghi  p'.vtr:il3  to  tlv>  SSE,  W,  WKE  without 
incident.  1/38  Inf  .continued  t.  defend  LOC  NINH  conducting  3  daylight  end 
3  reinforced  squad  sizo  night  c  lobe.*  patrols.  At  161500K  5  VCs  Were  appre¬ 
hended  by  1/38  vie  XU723C86,  Interrogation  showed  3  t  -  bo  deserters  from 
local  SFC  and  wero  turned  over  to  the  SF,  Tho  remaining  2  suspects  wore 
turned  over  t,  tho  District  Advie.  r.  1/4  Car  {-)  continued  to  dafond  HON 
QUAN  conducting  an  operation  in  c.ordinati  *n  with  3/9  AjWIT  Inf  A|?  1Tc.:p 
int'5  the  rubber  plantation  3-75oa  WbW  cf  /hi  LOC  without  c  atact.  At  161;*35K 
a, plat  of  E  Troop  was  dispatched  to  occupy  and  defend  the  high  ground  via 
25757899*  -  During  hours  of  darkness  ■  3  c  ubat  patr  l3  wore  established,.  .  * 

ff  '  •  -  ...  ’  . 
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y;  C  sorption  KT»  PASO  J£l  continued  in  Lho  <3JAi!  LOl/HON  QUAH/ 

itX  •.a-r.i.ic  *  Svi  2/7/’.  Inf  -xi!  1/28  Ii£  continued  tc  recuro  QttS  101 
c  ’f’v'.ti'.v-:  r  p.L-.v,  ai??:  c  y34 ■  ;Lt  patrols  tj  the  ,  S,  SE,  Mf,  end  S  without 

etc  Du:,’.:--.  hewn  vf  darkness  7  cxihat  patn*l3  ware  established  forward 
••.•1'  the  uerjuei: _l/dS  Inf  secured  ICC  BINS  conducting  3  pint  sizo  daylight 
petrols’  t-;  the  5B,  3  csd  "•<  without  onoruy  contact.  Three  combat  petrols 
•*r-r..  ictlU^aju  in  tho  atva  Qari.ug  hours  •■£  darkness.  1/4  Car.  (-)  conducted 
2  tre  u.tr.o  pr.tr .-Is*  consisting  ••f  oloirnts  frrL2  b  3/4  Cr.v,  C  l/2£  Inf  rjad 
3/1  Cr.r  <A!OT)  searching  t'v  croc.  H  £  W  of  RON  QUAN  with  >ut  enemy  contact. 

'.3  July  >•  Me:  o ' nticuod  t.v  defend  H®  QUAN/QUAN  LOX/LOC  KINH  and  core, 
ducted  aporatiui  UTE  PASS/feL  PASO  m  S  frn  HOB  QUAH  rl eng  2vy  13  tc  BM69 
CK7657/5)  with  nogrAivo  contact,  Bw  operation  consisted  of  two  Task  . 
icrooo.  737  IBiOii:  caused  of  1/4  Cav  (~)  end  2  Cas2/16  Inf.  TF  HATRAWAI 
was  cen.pt.3od  of  2/16  Inf  {— ),  Ids  ItF,  US/ATtVB  Engr  Dot  red  3/1  Ce.v  (AIWN). 

2-c  support tug  troous  woro  tho  8/6  Arty  (-);  U-GHTHCHSE  Aalt  Arty,  128th 
■Aiimobilo  Co, "2d  Plat  1st  HP  Cc,  1/28  Inf  (HHF)  and  1/9  Inf  (AHVH)  (RRF). 

0/3.8  -faf  w~s  placed  on  30  aintrfco  r.7«rt  to  roinf  tco  Operation  UTS  PASS/ 
f".  ■•■'/.O  ITT,,  -i*i0  operation  c-y.Eso’ :cod  at  180600H  when  TP  I tOitiJS  crossed 
’tho  S?  end  n.-red  S  t :  secure  Bas*  at  18090711.  At  I8O9OOII,  ttGBTHORSB  Aslt 
Arty  began  lift  into  Base  I  closi:  at  I8OT4O.  At  180939H>  Base  II  was 
secured  by  TF  DfWAI.^*  At  1810201,  LIGH'J’AORSB  lift  c  axiuiicod  bringing  2  plat 
Aslt~4rty'  into  Base  II,  and  cl  sod  at  13107/a.  TF  KATLAVIAf  closed  and  secured 
Base  X  cd  at  181225H  bogen  moving  into  Base  II  leaving  1  KF  Co  to  secure 
Base  I  t-z&  L&EITHCRSS  Aslt  Arty,  IV  VOUM  continued  to  PL  j-SJS&l  without 
contact,  liluiicrrts  of  TF  IEWAIiE  then  started  to  novo  back  H  to  secure,  route 
back  t  .,  E03f  CJJAi-:.  UGUTECKSE  Aslt  Arty  was  oxtractod  f rtf  '. .  Base  II  at  181450H. 
Aslt  Arty  was  then  extracted  frvn  Base  I  cad  closed  QUAH  LOI.  TF  HATRAWAI 
n.-./d  bad:  Worth  fr_u  Base  II  pickim-  up  ARVN  clone nt a  at  Booo  I  end  roving  N 
tc  IIP  in  2I0'I  TJJAJil  where  AH.VN  elements  woro  released.  /ill  elements  of 
2/16  Inf  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  181SG0H.  TF  K3WAKE  followed  TF  EAIHAHfil  and  closed 
HON  QUAH  at  181740H.  1/18  Inf  defended  LOC  H1NH  c.nd’octl^g  aggressive  day-  . 

light  recon  patrols  and  establishing  3  night  cenb.;t  patrols.  At  1811 3®» 

2  VCs  wore  enprohendod  vie  XD7'7007.  During  h.  urs  of  deftnoss  2/16  Inf  and  . 

1/2B  Inf  conducted  6  combat  pr.tr ola  in  tho  QUAN  LOI  croc*  V4  (••)  • 
established  1  H"3  in  HOI  QUAN  area  during  bouts  of  darkness.  At  181730H,  .1 
an  airstrUrc  wre  celled  in  brj*  a  2d  Bdo  F/L  on  3  ox  carts,  vie  XT577837  ro- 
ottlting  in  2  ox  carts  destroyed, 

19  July  -  Oon  EL  P/iSO  III  c  ,nt::eraod  viith  tho  Bde  deforcing  QUAH  LOl/ 

HDH  QUAN/LCCHIiQ  areas.  2/16  '&£  and  1/28  Inf  continued  t.v  dofond  QCAil  101 
with  2^46  OeSducting  1  Co  size  S&D  operation  tc  tho  HE  and  1/28  Inf  conducting 
2  plat  sizo  patrols  to  the  £?.  A  W  of  QUAiT  LOT  without  ceatcct.  6  ni^bt 
conbat  pati\  Is  w-ro  ostchlishcd  forward  of  tho  puriKotor,  1/48  Inf  continued 
to  defend  LCC  OTNH  conducting  1  Co  sizo  S&D  to  the  W  and  2  platoon  sizo 
patrols  to  the  SE  and  W.  The  unit  conducted  3  night  conbat  patrols.  1/4 

Cav  (.•)  continu’bd  Ue  defend  EOT  QUA!!  with  B  and  C  Trp  and  C  2/1  p  Inf  conducting 
mounted  roc  n  patrols  in  the  area  HZ.&  SE  of  HCH  QiliiN.  Oao  LP  end  1  plat 
also  oonbat  patrol  were  established  during  h^.urs  -f  derkRoss.  Although  no 
contact  was  acdo  with  VC  forces  Curiiig  the  day,  one  report  of  tws  VC  platoons 
in  tho  He  of  AP  DOC  VIBH  village  (XT759803)  won  locoivod  threugih  AHVH 
sources  cad  unsuccessful  attaaptr  wore  .  ode  by  olsnents  oi  the  1/4  Cav  (-) 
to  locate  these  forces, 

20  July  -  Bdo  cbnfc.o.nuec!  tc-  defo  il  ROM  Qfi/Jf/QUAP  LOl/LX  KCBH.  Qpn 
StP  DIEGQ/EL  PAioO  XXX«a  r;»cd  clo  -ring  u  operation  S  sj.ong  I2iy  l3^ecBOB»notid' 

with  oleaonbs  of  the  Bdo  .ooving  fSvn  QUAH  .LOT  at  200615K.  Eleacms  Were 
in  posit?.;,  n  at  HOI-7  QUA!!  uad  the  SP  t:.-  begin  operation^  wheu  a  Scriod  of  "Holds  r 
placed  en  tho  operation  due  to  below  marginal  weather  resulted  in  the  «pa  »  , 
Being  ccacolled  at  200930K.  2/16  3Caf  uoved  back  tb  QUAH  LO^  dofended  assigned . 
sector  of  fpAiT  LOI  perLaoter,  conducted  counter  attack  plan  to  roinf  .rcO  LON 
QUAH  in  ovent  of  attack  end  ostcKb.di-d  4  night  c*nbat  petrols  is  seCt.-.r, 

The  1/28  Inf  defended  tho  entire  QU/A  LOI  periaoter  until  201730!!  whon  2/li> 
returned  to  sector  ,  .1/18  Inf  o-'iitiaaod  t)  defend  LOC  Kill!  conducting  3 
daylight  operations.  -,,pl~t  gizc  patrol  was  conducted  V.  Ti  e  W,  1  exapany 
also  S&D  iii  cerjunction  with  /^.7K  elerxnts  to  the  N  linking  up  and  moving 
bock  S  al  ng  Hwy  43  to  LCC '  HIHII.  During  hours  of  darknc  ss,  $  conbc.t  patrols 
wore  established  in  the  LOC  rTIMK  area.  1/4  Cav  (-)  oft  or  cancellation  of  1 
Opn  SAB  DUCC/SL  PASO  in  conducted  training  exsroiscs  to  the  W  of  HOH  QUAH 
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vitfa  B.  Tip  and  to  tha  N  with  C  Up  without  contact*  Between  0025H  to  20024®, 

3/4  Cay  (-)  reported  sporadic  movement 3  to  the  front,  i  patrol  was  dispatched 
In  addition  to  the  3  night  combat  patrols  already  out.  One  of  these  patrols 
became  engaged  for  a  short  time  resulting  in  one  US  WIA.  Another  man  was  in¬ 
jured  not  as  a  result  of  hostile  action;  both  required  mecUovac, 

21  Ju3y  •*  Bda  continued  Opn  EL  FASO  III  by  conducting  extensive  S&D  op  ns 
jin  the  QUAN  LO3/H0N  QUAi/LOC  NIKI  areas,  2/16  Inf  conducted  3  company  sine 
S&D  cpns  to  lie  E  and  S  of  QUAN  LOI  without  contact  and  established  4  ccnbat 
patrols  during  hours  of  daikness,  1/2B  Inf  (-)  continued  to  defend  QUIN  LOI 
conducting  local  security  opns  during  the  day  and  establishing  3  combat  patrols 
fiuring  hours  of  darkness.  3/18  Inf  continued  to  defend  LOG  NINH  conducting  1  Co 
size  S&D  opn  to  the  SSE  which  was  extracted  by  helicopter.  During  the  opn  &  Co 
located  what  appeared  to  be  same  type  of  VC  construction  consisting  of  punji 
shakes  and  several  IS*  in  diameter  by  10*  deep  holes  vio  XtT755061»  Two  plot 
size  opns  were  conducted  by  Vl&  Inf  to  the  N  and  V  of  LOG  NINH  without  contact, 
"During  hours  of  darkness  4  oombnt  patrols  were  established,  1/4  Cav  (-)  defended 
HON  QUAN  and  conducted  a  S&D  opn  to  tho  W  of  HON  QUAN  utilizing  attached  Inf  Co 
while  the  Sqdn  oonducted  maintenance.  At  211Q40H  a  plat  size  recon  patrol  was 
dispatched  to  vio  XI6999Q1  to  check  on  damage  to  a  bridge  by  earlier  opns, 

22  July  -Beta  continued  to  defend  QUAN  LOI/HON  QUAl^LOC  NINH  and  conducted 
opn  SAN  DIEGC/EL  FASO  III  in  coordination  with  GVN  units  to  clear  Huy  13  frum 
HON  QUAN  (XT7583)  S  to  vio  TAN  KHM  (XT7676),  secure  US/AKTO  Engr  Dot  repairing 
Kuy  13,  and  cover  withdraucl  of  US/ARVN  Engr  Dot  upon,  completion  of  operation, 

The  opn  consisted  of  two  task  forces.  IEWANE-  sod  HATHAWAY,  TF  LBWANE  was  com. 
nosed  of  3/4  Cav  (-),  A  &  C  Co  of  2/16  Inf(-),  US/ARVN  Er^r  Dot,  1  Co  3/9  Inf 
(AOTN),  j/l  Car  (AHVN)  and  MEDCAP  Team,  Bde  supporting  trpa  were  the  8/6  Arty 
(-),  UGHTHQRSE  Aslt  Arty,  B  Btry  3/7  Arty,  128th  Airmobile  Co,  and  2d  not, 

1st  MP  Co.  Rapid.  Reaction  Forces  were  3/28  Inf  (US),  1/16  Inf  (US),  and  3/9 
Inf  (AHVN).  The  opn  cormencod  at  220930H  when  TF  IEWANE  elements  crossed  the 
SP.  Elements  of  TF  IEWANE  continued  to  move  3  along  Hwy  13  securing  Base  I 

a?  221007H  without  contact.  TF  HATHAWAY  moved  behind  TF  IEWANE,  passed  thru 
Bose  I  and  moved  behind  C  1/4  Cav  to  secure  Base  II  at  221019H.  At  221027H, 
both  Base  I  and  Base  U  were  secured  ly  TF  HATHAWAY,  At  221044H  l/H  canmenced 
lift  into  Base  H  closing  at  221130H.  Lift  of  l/H  into  Base  I  commenced  at 
22H56H  and  was  completed  at  221236H,  TF  IEWANE  continued  moving  S  and  secured 
HNS  LONDON,  Engr  elements  arrived  at  bridge  location  at  221307H  and  began 
repair  voj&.  At  221338H,  TF  IEWANE  was  instructed  to  dispatch  a  patrol  to 
locate  1  US  MIA  from  an  earlier  opn.  At  221454  mission  was  completed  with  re- 
Cains  being  recovered  and  identified.  TF  LEWANE  continued  to  secure  bridge 
site  for  Engr  elements  and  TF  HATHAWAY  to  secure  Bose  I,  Bose  II  and  B  3/7 
pity  at  XIF778822  without  contact,  Engr  elements  oompleted  mission  at  22L63CH 
end  TF  LSWANE  and  HATHAWAY  commenced  to  move  back  N  along  Hwy  13.  At  221519H 
extraction  of  I/H  from  Base  XI  began  old  was  completed  at  221600H.  Extraction 
from  Base  I  began  221649H  and  was  completed  at  221724H.  B  3/7  Arty  began 
Having  at  22180QH  and  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  223835H,  TF  HATHAWAY  released  ARVN 
Elements  at  HCN  QUAN  at  22182CH  and  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  221915H.  TF  IEWANE 
arrived  at  CP  48  vie  coords  30763307  where  1  VCS  was  apprehended  by  C  3/4  Cav 
et  2217HH.  At  221B42H,  till  elements  of  TF  LEWANE  closed  HON  QUAN  without 
further  contact,  1/26  Inf  defended  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  until  return  of  2/16  Inf, 
during  hours  of  darkness  2/16  Inf  and  3/2 8  Inf  defended  assigned  sectors  of 
/'JAN  LOI  perimeter  and  established  6  combat  patrols,  1/16  Inf  defended  LOG 
KINH  conducting  3  daylight  patrols  to  the  W,  S,  &  E,  Co  A  moved  out  and  RON 
vie  IU759071  and  established  a  patrol  base  and  conducted  opns.  During  hours  of 
darkness  5  ccabat  patrols  were  established,  ~  In  conjunction  with  SAN  DIEGC/SL  * 
PASO  m,  a  MEDCAP  was  held  at  TAN  KHAI  (XT766775).  150  personnel  were  treated, 
100  bars  of  soap  and  an  estimated  200  flag  T-shirts  4  blade  shorts  were  issued. 
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ybJ  23  July  -  The  Bdo  continued  Cpn  EL  PASO  HI  defending  ECN  QUAl/QUAN  LOJ/ 

L03  HIKH  with  ainor  cncny  contact,  Buth  tho  2/16  Inf  cad  the  1/2 8  Inf  ob¬ 
served  novonent  forward  of  the  QTT'iT  LOI  perinoter  during  the  early  naming 
hours  of  23  July.  At  23014511,  2/'.  .6  Inf  reported  on  ino  ning  rifle  grenade 
oxplcdcd  vie  XTo23906  in  the  Co  C  dof^nco  area  and  at  230225H,  tho  unit  fired 
on  novenont  to  tho  front  of  the  unit.  Wire  linos  to  Co  A  wore  discovered 
cut  at  230220JI  vie  XT822912.  The  1/25  Inf  B  Co  patrol  firod  on  suspected 
VC  f  srward  of  their  positi  -n  at  230112H.  The  patrol  ro-located  itself 
approx  200  netem  K  of  eld  psn  end  continued  hearing  n.vcr.ont  to  tho  front 
until  23020CH.  1/28  Inf  .and  2/1 C  luf  continued  to  soci’rc  QUAK  LOI  with 

2/16  conducting  a  plat  3izc  patrol  to  the  E  and  1  Inf/Cav  torn  patrol  to  the 
SE,  1/28  Inf  conducted  1  cospany  size  petrol  W  of  QUAN  LOI.  Co  C  1/2B  Inf 
was  relieved  by  1/4  Cav  (-)  During  hours  of  darkness  1/28  Inf  and  2/16  Inf 
conducted  7  conbat  patrols.  2/28  Inf  continued  defending  LOC  HINH  conducting 
1  plat  size  patrol  to  the  11W.  Co  A  departed  its  ROM  psn  at  2305OOK  and 
conducted  a  villcgo  search  in  conjunction  with  ARVN  troops.  Ihe  company 
rotumed  to  LCC  MINI!  at  23I446H  without  any  incidents.  During  hours  of  daite- 
Zfcoss  3  conbat  patrols  were  established,  1/4  Cav  (-)  continued  to  defend 
'  ROM  QUAN  conducting  a  recon  to  tho  South,  At  23151®,  tho  patrol  spotted 
i4-5  VC  ne-ving  H  vie  XT714833,  h.  woven,  they  nanaged  to  cv.-xle  US  attoupta 
*ti-  capture  then.  During  hours  of  darkness  7  conbat  patrols  were  established. 
The  M3DCAP  Teen  treated  125-150  personnel  in  HIMH  THANK  (XIT769087)  village. 
."The  US  AID  Tom  distributed  approx  1, 500  lbs  of  various  itoas  in  AP  NIMH 
/  .THAHH  in  conjunction  with  the  iEDCAP  Tear*. 


24  July  -  2d  Ddc  continued  to  defend  HON  QUAi/QUAN  LOI/LOC  NINH.  Tho 
2/lb  Inf  and  1/28  Inf  continued  to  dofond  QUAN  LOI  with  2/16  Inf  conducting 
2  rccon  patrols  to  the  E  end  S  without  contact.  1/28  Inf  rehearsed  Opn 
SMASHER  II  to  reinforce  HON  QUAK  in  event  of  attack.  Eleuents  closed  QUAN 
Lul  without  ineiaefrt,  it  24i-33R  a  ptli  A  m  oeat  ..ut  L,  Hu.  La  to  chuufc 
out  area  that  firing  was  reported  vie  XT77582 8  with  negative  results. 

During  hours  of  darkness  7  conbat  patrols  wore  ostablishodi  in  the  QUAN  LOI 
area.  1/28  Inf  continued  to  defend  LCC  HIMH  with  minor  contact*  3  Platoon 
size  daylight  patrols  wore  sent  out  to  tho  NW,  SE  and  EKE*  C  3/18  appnahondod 
1  VCS  at  241700H  vie  XT74206S  and  captured  1  plastic  AP  nine*  2  night 
conbat  patrols  were  established  in  the  LOC  HIKH  area.  1/4  CaV  (-)  dofendod 
WS  QUAn  witn  negative  contact.  At  &+WJU  u  tnc  uav  (-)  cjnhoncoa  ronoarsaJ. 
of  their  pin  to  support  and  roiiu‘-rcc  QUAK  LOI  in  the  evont  it  is  attacked. 

1  n.untod  daylight  patrol  was  conducted  H  along  Hwy  13  tj  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridgo  (XT72297 3).  At  243446H  1  VCS  wo...  apprehended  vie  XT 724969.  Patrol 
closod  HON  QUIA!  without  further  incidents.  3  night  conbat  patrols  were 


1 


■  dispatched  forward  of  HON  QUAH  ar.  a, 

25  July  -  Opn  EL  PASO  III  continued  with  3dc  clcncnts  defending  HCN  QUAN/ 
yj/jj  LOl/lOC  NINH  without  contact.  2/16  Inf  and  1/23  Inf  continued  to  defend . 
QUAN  LOI  with  2/16  Inf  conducting  2  platoon  size  patrols  to  tho  HE  and  SE  ; 
and  l/28  Inf  (D  Co)  conducted j  c.  company  size  operation  to  tho  W  of  QUAN  LOI, 
u Stall j—iAhig  patrol  fcacso,  ei.adueVliX’  patrols  ijtJt  xwtdXnmg  to  QCiAR  *4;±. 

Co.  A  d/28  Inf  conducted  EAGLE  PLIGHTS" SE  of  QUAN  LOI  and  established  a 
patrol  base  vie  XT869868.  At  2510041;  a  plat  d/4  Cav  noved  .ut  and  linked  up 
with  A  Cc  1/28  Inf  with  both  elements  rcturoiiig  at  251623;;,  6  night  combat 
patrols  were  established  in  the  QUAK  101  aasi^.  1/28  Inf  continued  the  de¬ 
fense  of  LCC  RUTH,  dispa+ohing  3  plate  n  aiaf  rccon  patrols  to  tho  NE,  E 
and  W  without  contact.  At  251315H,  the  Bn  was  alerted  for  possible  novo- 
merit  to  LAI  KHE.  5  conbat  patrols  were  established  during  'i^urs  of  darkness 
in  the  LCC  NINE  area.,  l/4  Cav  (-)  continued  to  defend  KOI"  QUAN.  At  2508 35{I 
C  1/4  Cav  end  C  j/16  Inf  esc  .sated  B  8/6  Arty  from  HON  QUA.:  to  a  firing  psn 
vie  Upon  arrival  tit  tfio  ix-n  at  gjiuASH,  6  i/lt  aoumwA  tbe  firing 

psn  and  C  3/4  Cav  perfumed  rccon  patrols  to  the  N  &  W.  At  251645H,  units 
returned  to  IION  QUAN  with  at  contact.  Three  ecu  bat  petrols  woro  positioned 
during  hours  of  darkno3s. 
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with  H  Trp  axid  to  the  H  with  C  Trp  without  contact.  Detween  0025H  to  20024CE, 

1/4  Cay  (-)  reported  sporadic  movements  to  the  front.  1  patrol  was  dispatched 
•' a  addition  to  the  3  night  combat  patrols  already  out.  One  of  these  patrols 
became  engaged  for  a  short  time  resulting  in  one  US  WLL,  Another  man  was  ln» 

3  urea  not  as  a  result  of  hostile  aotion;  both  required  med-ev&c. 

21  July  —  Bda  oontinued  Opn  EL  FASO  III  by  conducting  extensive  S&D  op  ns 
in  the  QUAN  L03/HON  QUAl/LOC  NINH  areas.  2/22  Inf  conducted  3  company  size 
S&Q  opns  to  tio  E  and  S  cf  QUAN  LOI  without  contact  and  established  4  combat 
patrols  during  hours  of  darkness.  1/28  Inf  {-)  continued  to  defend  QQAH  LOI 
conducting  local  security  opns  during  the  day  and  establishing  3  combat  patrols 
during  hours  of  darkness,  1/22  Inf  continued  to  defend  LOC  NINH  conducting  1  Co 
size  S&D  opn  to  the  SSE  which  was  extracted  by  helicopter.  During  the  opn  B-  Co 
located  what  appeared  to  be  some  type  of  VC  construction  consisting  of  jronji 
stakes  and  several  18*  in  diameter  by  10*  deep  holes  yio  217755061.  Two  plat 

,  size  opns  were  conducted  by  1/22  Inf  to  the  N  and  W  of  LOC  NINH  without  contact. 
’During  hours  of  darkness  4  combat  patrols  were  established.  1/4  Cay  (-)  defended 
HON  QUAN  end  conducted  a  S&Q  opn  to  the  W  of  HON  QUAN  utilizing  attached  Inf  Co 
while  the  Sqdn  conducted  maintenance.  At  2U040H  a  plat  size  reoon  patrol  was 
dispatched  to  vie  2T699901  to  check  on  damage  to  a  bridge  by  earlier  opns. 

22  July  -Bde  oontinued  to  defend  QUAN  LOl/HON  QUAl/LCC  NINH  and  conducted 
opn  SAN  DIEGC/EL  FASO  HI  in  coordination  with  GVN  units  to  clear  Hwy  13  from 
HON  QUAN  (2T7588)  S  to  vio  TAN  KHAI  (217676),  secure  US/AHVN  Engr  Det  repairing 
Kwy  13,  and  cover  withdrassl  of  "US^ARVN  Engr  Det  upon  completion  of  operation. 

The  opn  consisted  of'  two  task  forces,  IEWANE  •  and  HATHAWAY,  TF  LEWANE  was  conw 
posed  of  1/4  Cav  (-),  A.  &  C  Co  of  2/22  US/ARVN  Engr  Det,  1  Co  1/9  Inf 

(AHVN),  yl  Cav  (ARVN)  and  MEDCAP  Team.  Bde  supporting  trps  were  the  8/6  Arty 
(-),  LIGHTHCP^S  Aslt  Arty,  B  Btry  V7  Arty,  128th  Airmobile  Co,  and  2d  ELst, 

1st  MP  Co,  Rapid  Reaction  Farces  were  1/28  Inf  (US),  1/22  Inf  (US),  and  3/9 
Inf  (ARVN).  The  opn  comnenced  at  220930H  when  TF  IEWANE  element e  crossed  the 
SP.  Elements  of  TF  IEWANE  continued  to  move  3  along  Huy  13  securing  Base  I 

e7  221007H  without  contact.  TF  HATHAWAY  moved  behind  TF  IEWANE,  passed  thru 
Base  I  and  moved  behind  C  3/4  Cav  to  secure  Base  II  at  221019H.  At  221027H, 
both  Base  I  and  Base  II  were  secured  by  TF  HATHAWAY.  At  221044H  i/H  ocmmenced 
lift  into  Base  II  dosing  at  221130H.  Lift  of  X/H  into  Base  I  commenced  at 
221156H  and  was  couple  ted  at  22123&H.  TF  IEWANE  continued  moving  S  and  secured 
LINE  LONDON.  Engr  dements  arrived  at  bridge  location  at  2213C7H  and  began 
repair  work.  At  22133BH,  TF  IEWANE  was  instructed  to  dispatch  a  patrol  to 
locate  1  US  MIA  from  an  earlier  opn.  At  221454  mission  was  oospleted  with  re¬ 
mains  being  recovered  and.  identified.  TF  IEWANE  continued  to  secure  bridge 
Bite  for  Engr  elements  and  TF  HATHAWAY  to  secure  Base  I,  Base  II  and  B  3/7 
£rfcy  at  2T773822  without  contact,  Engr  elements  completed  mission  at  2216 30H 
and  IF  IEWANE  and  HATHAWAY  commenced  to  move  back  N  along  Ewy  13.  At  221519H 
extraction  of  I/H  frcm  Base  II  began  and  was  completed  at  22L60GH.  Extraction 
from  Bose  I  began  221649H  and  was  completed  at  221724H.  B  3/7  Arty  began 
Itoving  at  223B00H  and  closed  QUAN  LOI  ct  221835H.  TF  HATHAWAY  released  ARVN 
dements  at  HON  QUAN  at  223R20H  cud  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  221915H.  TF  IEWANE 
arrived  at  CP  48  vie  coords  22763807  where  1  VCS  was  apprehended  by  C  3/4  Cav 
at  22T711H,  At  223842H,  ell  elements  of  TF  IEWANE  dosed  HON  QUAN  without 
further  contact.  1/28  Inf  defended  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  until  return  of  2/22  Inf. 
During  hours  of  darkness  2/16  Inf  and  3/28  Inf  defended  assigned  sectors  of 
QUAN  LOI  perimeter  and  established  6  oombat  patrols.  3/18  Inf  defended  LOC 
NINH  conducting  3  daylight  patrols  to  the  W,  3,  &  E,  Co  A  moved  out  and  RON 
vie  2U759071  and  established  a  patrol  base  and  conducted  opns.  During  hours  of 
darkness  5  combat  patrols  were  established.  "  In  conjunction  with  SAN  DIEGC/EL  ' 
PASO  III,  a  MEDCAP  was  held  at  TAN  KHAI  (22765775).  150  personnel  were  treated, 
100  bars  of  soap  and  an  estimated  200  flog  T-shirts  A  block  shorts  wre  Issued. 
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29  July  -  Bdo  contlrvuoX  t-  defend  kuk  QPAiy  yuan-  LOl/  LOC  KISH  with 
minor  contact*  2/16  Inf  (-)  and  3/28  Inf  cuntiiiuod  to  defend.  assigned  sof¬ 
ter  cf  QUAH  LOI  defense  perimeter  conducting  6  night  combat  patrols  witlw 
out  contact.  2/16  Inf  (-)  continued  Ir.tcrito  pit  security  detail  and  corw 
ducted  2  plr.t  size,  rec.n  patr.ls  to  USE  end  ENE  without  contact.  A  roiiv. 
forced  squad  was  sent  tv  investigate  tie  rop-.rtod  VC  location  vie  XTC3290C 
and  on  arrival  f-.urtd  no  indicati  a  of  VC  activity.  1/28  Inf  conducted  2 
c-mpony  size  patrols  t  -  the  Kf  af.  S  of  QUA!!  LOI  without  contact.  3/18  Inf 
c  -ntinued  to  defil'd  LOC  NINE  coioducting  4  squad  sizo  patrols  to  the  W,  NE, 

£,  and  S.  A  fifth  patrol  c:»>v::od  tf  the  1/1?  roe  on  plr.t  and  CIDO  Co  de¬ 
parted  ICC  lIu!H  f  or  an  RON  psn  vie  XU731C/.  o  without  c  ntact.  1/38  patrols 
apprehended  1  VCS  vie  XUT07085  at  290900!!  and  a  second  VCS  vie  XU762106  at 
291019H.  1  patrol  fren  Co  L  1/18  discovered  throe  hand  grenados  rigged  as 
booby  traps  rid.  attached  to  true  j  vie  XU7 74073.  Six  c.jab.at  patrols  woro 
positioned  in  the  LCC  NIKI!  ciuc  during  the  night.  1/4  Cav  (-)  continued  to 
defend  EOi!  OUAN/AH  LCC  r  .rsducting  2  meunted  rocen  patrols  t j  the  W  &  SW  of 
Htt!  QUAE  with  n’t  enemy  contact.  4  combined  US/ARVN  outpost  located  en  hill 
128  (XT757899)  rec’d  5-6  rds  of  sniper  fire  fiun  an  unknown  number  of  VC 
Vic  £1743395  rnd  XT74S904  at  approx  291505H.  The  VC  wero  engaged  try  both  . 

M3  and  Arty  fire,  with  unknown  results.  Two  conbat  patrols  vero  dispatchod 
for  the  night.  Tlio  HEDCAP  Teen  treated  40  porsons  ia  vie  of  the  latorito 
pit  (xra>9243). 

30  July  -  2d  Bdo  continued  Opn  EL  PASO  III  defending  K0N  QUAN/QUAN  LOl/ 
IOC  KISH  with.ut  contact.  At  301515II,  Special  forces  Camp  II0H  QUAN,  report od 
information  received  fran  2  sources  locating  a  VC  plat  vie  XT722994»  stopping 
trucks  and  l.Oibrott.as  informing  then  they  could  pass  3 0  Ju^jit  that  the 

road  would  be  dosed  bu  31  July  66.  At  301740H,  1  VCS  was  apprehended  vie 
XT823934  without  proper  identification.  2/16  Inf  (-)  and  1/28  Inf  continued 
to  defend  QUIT  LOI  with  2/16  Inf  (-)  conducting  six  squad  size  GP's  end 
assuming  responsibility  for  defense  of  ontiro  QUAli  LOI  perimeter  at  300620H. 
During  hours  of  darkness,  2/16  Inf  (-)  conducted  6  combat  patrols  forward 
of  the  perimeter .  1/28  Inf  continued  to  defend  assigned  sector  of  QUA!!  LOI 

n rtsS  ifTUB S3W  4k  30CUCS  2*  «as  dsrbrf  5,  -*•  t  Ud  (394, 

At  300645’!  the  lift  commenced  with  last  elements  clearing  QUA!!  MI  at  3009 15 Eu 
1/18  Inf  continued  to  defend  LOC  iUiiK  conducting  4  dayliyit  reinforced  3quad 
rccua  patrols  without  contact.  At  3O1S00H,  a  IRHP  was  dr  ppod  into  an  IZ 
and  moved  to  RON  pen  vie  XU6 32078,  The  room  plat  returned  from  a  2  day 
ope  with  CIDG  Co  having  had  negative  contact.  1/18  established  a  36  hour 
OP  vie  XU665095.  1/4  Cav  (-)  continued  to  defend  HON  QUAil/AN  LOC  conducting 
two  daylight  recon  patrols  trp  size  to  the  W,  SW,  and  to  the  SSE  with  nog 
coat aot.  2  night  exabrt  patrols  worn  established  in  the  area  during  hours 
of  darkness. 

31  July  -  Ddo  continued  Opn  3L  PASO  III  defending  1101!  QUAE/ QUAli  LOl/ 

LCC  NIITH  with  rat  contact.  The  2/16  Inf  (-)  and  1/28  Inf  continued  to  defend 
QUAli  LOI  perimeter  conducting  6  night  c.xibat  patrols  during  hours  of  darkness, 
1/28  Inf  returned  to  (JUAN  LOI  at  311237  hrs  and  at  311515H  resumed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  its  r.o3ignod  3cct.:r  of  the  defensive  perimeter,  2/16  Inf  (-) 
Conducted  6  reinforced  squad  size  roe  mu  patrols  covering  the  area  forward 

cf  the  QUAE  LOI  defense  perimeter  for  a  distance  of  approx  1,500  n  without 
contact,  A  LHKP  c. insisting  of  US/CXBG  personnel  was  airlifted  into  en  SZ 
vie  XT665S14  at  311644H  with  ca  ET-1  of  1  Aug,  1/18  Inf  continued  to  defend 
LUJ  EiJai  COi.Auctiiig  four  Xoinf vTCod  aqu'A  size  aoCo?X  p-vfet  ..aft  3»j 

NE,  &  E  without  onony  contact.  The  LRd?  that  RON  W  of  LCC  ii.idH  on  30  July 
returned  at  3U6IOK  without  contact,  1/4  Cav  (-)  TF  IfiWAiE  conducted  a 
roa-m  a  rX-*s  45  %*  tv  Gsi'  m?,  srftigri  XWtturt  t^vret. 

During  hours  of  darkness,  two  combat  pr.tr -Is  were  established  in  the  area. 

1  Aug  -  2d  Bde  c  ontinued  Opn  EL  PASO  III  defending  LON  QUAl/QUAN  LOl/ 
LOC  NIN1-I  with  minor  (foemy  contact.  The  2/16  Inf  (-)  and  1/28  Inf  continued 
to  defend  HON  QUAE  conducting  6  o.mbat  patrols  during  h.urs  of  darkness 
forward  of  tho  porimetor,  2/16  Inf  (-)  conducted  3  roirf orcod  squad  sizo 
combat  patrols  to  the  E  without  contact.  The  LRRP  ncclo  contact  with  an 

v-nivaa:  it  y z  **  ru  cuiess,  >>  i w-  usfi  1 

WIA,  1  capt’jred  US  carbine  and  1  SA  wpn  unk  type,  *ho  UbiP  was  oxtreotod 
ct  without  further  contact.-  1/2?  tnf  c  -.xluctod  tvjsj  daylight  roll*, 

forced,  equal  sizo  roc.ta  patrelo  tv  the  W  and  S  of  QUA!!  LOI  with  nog  context, 
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I/.L3  inf  c .ntinuod ^  defend  TAC  IJ^Ha  until  extracts  by  rlrligt.  At  £  O  Co- 

~~-fSi?S3i  ell  oloacnts  of  l/1^  nir.us  trains  wero  liftod  t-:  (JUAN  LOI  closing 
..1  ™323  1,  i/3  Aalt  Arty  c-.-ruo-ecotl  lift  out  of  LOC  1£QE  at  010825H  end 
clcr-ai  QUAN  LCI  c.t  0117153.  B  2/33  Arty  lift  was  c^lutod  at  011605K, 

1,0.'!  ?/5?  c.t  QUA'!  LOI  end  conduct  maintenance,  1/4  Cr.v  (-)  continue*!  to 
dcf  .’.r:  HON  GUAN/AN  LCC  with  1  Inf/Cc.v  Tersn  2  plat  sizo)c"iducting  opns  to 
the  ?  o.  Hide  up  with  7/16  IflRP  which  was  extracted,  2  conbat  patrols  wore 
cistutoUahcd  during  hears  of  darknooc  forward  of  tho  peria-tor. 

Au?  -  2d  Ddj  continued  Opn  3L  PASO  III  with  tho  initiation  of  Opn 
C3i.'.C!IK2  it  t>20?23 !£  with  ttib  a  /maixxt  oZ  I?  Mc&lPi&RT  throu-ii  the  SP  and  cn 
»v  t,  planned  firing  pons  at  1LAE  WIGSKEI.  At  020520H,  TP  ISKANE 
c-3.vd  .tiio  SP  followed  by  TP  BAEIAWAI  at  021010H.  At  02105?!,  TP  IEWANE  • 
c:cco'.\atorod  a  commend  detonated  clay:  ro,  suffering  1  KIA  aid  3  WIA,  At 
C21231H,  a  see  aid  nine  (exploded  vie  XT768758  damaging  one  vehicle  end  wound¬ 
ing  2  Eu>n,  Sy  02170QH,  TP  HATHAWAY  had  established  its  planned  RON  pan 
yic  OF  3  curl  patr-.ls  hed  boon  dispatched  throughout  tho  area,  TP.  GOODWIN 
rawed  hr  vehicle  to  its  selected  RON  pan  vie  CP  15*  At  02175 5H  I /K  elements 
coinoncul  lift  into  TP  GOODWIN  RO  "  pan  and  closed  at  0213433.  TF  IEWANE 
Vos  Ijv:: ted  at  its  selected  RON  pan  at  Oh} .  DELTA  at  191011,  All  oleuonto 
eoiiiiurtod  patrols  curl  secured  aaoignet.  U 0  and  Hvcr  13.  1/28  I*f  ossunod 
ro3ppRc1MJ.ity  fur  the  QUAN  LOI/liOi!  QjiAli  defense  area  at  020700H.  Ce  B 
WC3  52'  ved  to  HON  QU43/AN  LOC  and  c.nducted  local  ;  ocurity  upas  establishing 
1  night  conbat  patrol  and  5  IP5  3  f-.iv.rd  of  the  perimeter.  In  the  QUAN  ' 

LOI  area,  1/2&  Inf  (-)  conducted  2  drjrlight  patrols  to  the  S  end  N  and  oato.b-  f 
lie  hed.  3  night  «onbat  petrols  forward  of  tho  perinoter,  vJ.tlnut  contact,  , 

At  02094511,  D  lip,  1/4  Cav  gun  teen  r.ocoivod  AW  fire  vie  XCT15775  suffering  '/ 
to  denagea,  During  tho  dej*  s  opcratlxis  2  LS  nines  and  1  cloytssro  niho 
were  captured  and  destroyed. 

3  Aug  -  2d  Ddo  continued  Opn  2L JIASO  m  and  (ton  CNEANOE.  1/28  Inf 
(-)  continued  to  sccuro  QUAN  LOI  base  conducting  6  OP*s  fwd  of  baoo  area 
and  3  night  conbat  patrols  without  contact.  B  Co  l/28  Ini 

continued  t;>  secure  HCN  QUAN/AH  LOC.  conducting  local  security  during  day¬ 
light  hour 3  and  1  night  c-  nbat  patrol  in  tho  cruu  during  the  hours  of  dork- 
■  nosa  without  contact,  At  O3073O  3,  TP  IEWAN3  started  noving  S  to  secure 
"'Huy  13  toward  Obj  X-RAY.  At  0307243,  lift  of  I/H  corrconcod  fra  vie  CP  15 
to  Obj  DELTA,  TF  GOODWIN  began  awing  by  fo.tfr.'a  CP  15  to  Obj  DELIAj 
closed  and  aocurod  it  at  03U003  end  began  moving  N  to  lirk-up  with  TP 
QT1A1K  vk ich  wc3  noving  S  along  Ewy  13.  Elements  of  A  2/16  also  began  noving 
S  from  Obj  X-RA2  and  at  0312133  made  a  link-up  with  ARVN  olenonts  moving  N 
along  Hwy  13  fr  a  CM  THANH,  At  O3I5J.6H  the  road  was  open  and  u3ablo  and 
at  appro x  031615H,  conveys  fren  the  S  began  entering  tho  2d  Ddo  AO  with 
Lot  olcuont3  closing  ESI  QUAN  at  032C25H,  Tho  convoy  li  ved  thru  2d  Ddo 
AO  without  incident.  At  0314003  A  2/16  Lt£  located  1  AT  nine  vie  XT7666C5 
and  do  stray  od  it.  At  03U10H  A  7/1C  aviffored  1  US  WIA  as  a  result  of  arty 
fire.  TF  GOODWIN  at  03C740H  located  and  destroyed  1  AP  nine  vie  X1765755. 

TF  DSKANE  located  and  destroyed  2  claymores  vie  XT76672D  at  63IOAOH,  1  AT 
nine  Ac  XT765720 .  and  4  APnivs  vi.c  X17 66719  at  0311403.  All  units  con¬ 
tinued  tc>  conduct  patrols  and  secure  Hwy  13  ia  assigned  AO1 3,  LET  in  sup¬ 
port  of  cpna  received  AW  f ire  vie  XT7 51763  ct  031605H,  2d  LET  in  support 
of  Bdo  opns  rocoived  1  rd  SA  fire  vie  XT762758  at  0318203.  Dio  W*o  manned 
c.  CP  vie  XT765821  without  contact,  D  Tri?  l/4  Cav  placed. undor  QPCON  of  ' . 

Bdo  ab  031355H  conducted  1  lightning  bug  mission  and  l  STARLIGHT  nission, 

4  Aug  -  2d  Bde  continued  Opn  3L  PASO  lU  with  the  completion  of  Cpn 

CHEYENNE  convoy  and  roi^  security  elements  tonaenceS  movement  of 

resurfacing  material  ab  0406463.  -■  'Qy  040645,  the  2  Bde<s  portion  of  Rwy 
I3  had  been  cleared  mil  ^paired  sufficiently  for  the  southbound  convoy  to 
begin  moving.  Lead  olraments  of  the  convoy  crossed  the  SP  vie  HON  QUAN  at 
rojriQinTt,  TP  GOODWIN  ana  TP  HAT3AWJC  conducted  Eagle  Plights  tliroughout 
their  AD*  r  returning  at  Q4H553  without  eneay  contact.  At  O41059H  an 
estimated  6  VO  were  observed  vie  JCT792792  and  taken  under  fire  by  light- fire 
toon*  At  At  Q41410H,  TF  GOODWIN  received  SA  fire  fran  the  vio  XT770746, 
resulting  in  1  US  WIA.  Fire  oorAUxued  sporadically  until  041427H  at  which 
time  a  rifle  grenaie  vu  fired  Uto  friendly  pans  without  inflicting  casualties. 

The  area  from  whieh  th«  SA  fire  tM  rifle  grenade  originated  was  taken  • 

Under  suppressive  fire  by  gun  ships  which  placed  a  heavy  volvme  of  fir®, 

.  both  machine  gun  end  rockets,  into  tho  suspected  enemy  location. 
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At  04H51H,  two  6taa  rds  ware  fired  into  friendly  pens  and  both  air  strikes 
and  arty  ware  called  for#  Friendly  air  placed  its  ordnances  on  the  area  S 
of  Huy  15  (X777O746),  and  on  completion  of  the  air  strikes ,  arty  fire  was  de¬ 
livered  into  the  area.  At  041522H  the  I/H  atxy  commenced  airlift  from  pen 
pp.iyl  back  to  QUAN  LOI,  cccpleting  tho  movement  at  Q41625H,  Fallowing  the 
novemenrt  which  was  completed  at  041625H,  and  usihg .  the  some  aircraft,  IF 
GCCDWIN  began  its  air  movement  which,  was  c  Depleted  at  041720H.  TF  EAIHAHAT 
Bomaenced  its  move  N  along  H wy  at  041735H  and  act  042007K  made  a  coordinated 
move  with  TF  McGIFESRT  back  to  QUXN  101,  AH  convoy  elements  returned  to  21 
--la  AO  without  incident,  TF  IEWAKS  1/4  Cav  (-)  eoanenced  moving  from  21  Bde 
LO  at  Q41500H  and  open  leaving  the  Bde  AO  was  detached  from  the  2i  Bde#  B  Trp 
remained  with  the  5/1.6  Inf  and  returned  to  HCN  QUAN  with  one  company  of  the 
2/16  Inf  (-).  1/23  Inf  (-)  continued  to  defend  QUAN  101  conducting  5  night  | 

combat  patrols  in  sector  after  2/16  Inf«a  closure.  1/28  ^c£  positioned  local 
Security  during  the  day  at  both  QUAN  LOI  and  HON  QUAN#  MEDCAP  Team  treated 
epprox  150  personnel  and  gave  approx  165  cholera  shots  in  TAN  KHAI  (X1767770)# 

5  Aug  —  2d  Bde  continued  Opn  EL  PASO  III  defending  HOH  QUAN/QUAN  LOl/LCC 
HIHH  without  contact.  The  1/23  Inf,  2/18  Inf  and  2/16  Inf  (-)  continued  to 
defend  QUAN  LOI  conducting  9  combat  patrols  fwd  of  perimeter  during  hours  of 
darkness  without  contact#  2/16  Inf  (-)  defended  assigned  sector  of  QUAN  LOI 
conducting  2  plat  size  daylight  patrols  to  the  W  and  N  without  contact#  C  2/16 
and  B  3/4  Cav  moved  from  HON  QUAN/AN  LOC  to  establish  a  fwd  arty  base  via  XT 
745932  to  support  LOG  NINH,  3/18  Inf  defended  assigned  sector  of  QUAN  161  con¬ 
ducting  3  daylight  patrols  to  the  W,  NW,  6  ^  without  contact#  A  IBRP  was 
dropped  in  an  AO  vie  Hwy  13,  5  km  S  of  LOC  NINH  extending  jjr  to  S  down  Hwy  13 
and  2  km  on  either  side  pf  Hwy  13,  The  patrol  was  dropped  in  at  Q51303H,  and 
was  extracted  at  051749K.  At  05134®,  a  TO  body  was  found  vie  XU723016  and 
several  SArds  were  heard.  A  VCS  was  apprehended  at  051725H  vie  XU732037# 

1/28  Inf  defended  assigned  sector  of  QUAN  LOI  and  maintained  on  min  alert 

trtatus  to  move  to  LOC  NIKS.  1  LffilP  was  lifted  into  AO  S  of  1/12  Inf  AO.  At  J 

051645H,  1  VC  body  wan  found  vie  XT7226  with  expended  cartridges  near  the  body# 

2/36  Inf  defended  LOO  NINH  upon  closure.  2/13  was  comittod  to  MC  NINH  when  T 

AHVN  PF  elements  N  of  LOC  NINH  oemc  under  attack  for  the  2d  night  in  a  row. 

The  Bn  coranenced  its  lift  into  LCC  NINH  at  051115H  and  closed  at  051520H  with 
trains  to  follow  as  lift  become  available#  Die  Bn  (-)  defended  LOC  NINH  air¬ 
field  without  oonbasfc#  0  2/18  moved  from  LOC  NINH  tc  12  vie  XU742062  at  051342H 
and  secured  it  and  prepared  to  receive  l/H  plat.  l/3  lifted"  into  its  arty  base 
vie  XU742062  closing  at  05363CH*  2d  Plat,  1st  MP»s  conducted  a  CP  vie  XT785888 
and  422  persons  and  92  vehicles  wove'  checked*  MSDCAP  vas  conducted  at  Mantagnard 
village  near  latsrite  pit  (30796844),  treated  60  personnel,  gave  60  children  , 

shirts,  took  50  blood  samples  for  malaria  and  distributed  200  lbs  of  misoelloiw 
eous  canned  foods# 

6  Aug  —  ■  Wq  continued  Cpn  EL  PASO  III  defending  HON  QUAl/QUAN  LOl/LOC 
NINH  with  2/16  Inf  (-),  1/18  Inf  and  l/28  Inf  continuing  to  defend  QUAN  LOI 
conducting  8  combat  patrols  during  hours  of  darkness,  2/16  Inf  (-)  continued 
to  defend  assigned  sector  of  QUAE  LOI  conducting  2  plat  size  reeon  patrols  to 
the  E  and  SE,  1  plat  size  EAGIE  FLUSH!  van  conducted  into  on  LZ  .via  XT357975* 

Die  patrol  moved  to  PZ  vie  XT840945  returning  to  QUAN  LOI  without  oontact#  1 

Team  Charlie  (C  2/16  and  B  1/4  Cav)  continued  to  secure  fwd  arty  base  to  the  N 

of  HOT  QUAN,  Team  Charlie  conducted  3  night  combat  patrols  in  the  vicinity# 

lfl&  Inf  defended  assigned  sector  of  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  conducting  3  plat  also  .  j 

patrols  to  the  W,  NW  &  N.  A.  patrol  from  C  1/18  apprehended  2  VCS  vie  XT81Q913 

at  06110®'  and  A  1/13  patrol  tidok  VCS  vie  HT785936  at  061300H.  1/13  Inf 

inserted  2*  5-7  non  LRSP  into  an  ao  s  of  tho  cam  IE  Bridge  via  33707953  001 

vie  X37J0966  without  content#  1/28  Inf  continued  to  defend  assigned  sector 

of  QUAN  LOI  perimeter  conducting  2  plat  size  patrol3  S  of  perimeter  end  air-  , 

lifting  a  5-7  man  Lflfar  into  an  AO  N  of  the  CAM  LE  Bridge  vie  X374D995  without 

oontact#  2/13  Inf  (-)  oorrtinu&d  to  defend  LOC  NINH  airfield  conducting  2  night 

patrols  fwd  of  tho  pteimeter#  C  2/13  continued  to  defend  I/H  element  in  its 

firing  pen  vio  XU743062#  1  plat  size  patrol  with  an  11  man  Bngr  detachment  was 

airlifted  into  an  iz  vie  XU711190  at  06143QH.  The  patrol  reached  the  IZ  at 

(361443H,  secured  It  by  06145®  and  the  Engr  determent  then  accomplished  their 

cratering  mlssiqfa  on  Hwy  13  at  that  location#  The  element  was  extracted  wittw* 

out  incident. 
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At  Q42451H,  two  60  nan  rde  were  fired  into  friendly  pens  and  both  air  strikes  ^ 
end  arty  were  called  for.  Friaidly  air  placed  its  ordnnnod'  oQ  the  area 
E  of  Hwy  13  (XT  770746),  and  on  completion  of  the  air  strikes,  arty  fire 
was  delivered  into  the  area.  At  041522H,  the  l/K  arty  commenced  airlift 
from  psn  DELTA  back  to  QUAN  LOI,  completing  the  movement  at  043j625H«  Tbllov*- 
ng  the  movement  which  was  completed  at  041625H,  and  uoingjfc&o  nemo  aircraft! 

TF  GOODWIN  began  its  air  movement  which  was  completed  at  1 04172 OH,  TF 
HATHAWAY  commenced  its  move  N  along  Hwy  at  041735H  and  at  0420C7H,  made  a 
coordinated  move  with  TF  KcGIlMLtT  back  to  QUAN  LOI.  All  0 envoy  elements  re¬ 
turned  to  2d  Qda  AO  without  incident.  TF  IEWANE  1/4  Cav  (-)  ccmnenced  moving 
from  2d  Bde  AO  at  Q41500H  and  upon  leaving  the  Bde  AO  was  detached  frcta  the 
2d  Bde,  3  Trp  remaihed  with  the  3/I6  Inf  and  returned  to  HCM  QUAN  with  one 
company  of  the  2/16  Inf  (-).  _  1/23  Inf  (-)  continued  to  defend  QUAN  LOI  • 
Conducting  5  night  combat  patrols  in  sector  after  2/16  Inf's  closure.  2/28 
Inf  positioned  local  security  during  the  day  at  both  QUA1I  LOI  and  HON  QUAN. 
MEDCAP  Team  treated  approx  150  personnel  and  gave  approx  165  cholera  shote 
in  TAN  KHM  (:3767770), 

5  Aug-  2d  Bde  continued  Opn  EL  PASO  in  defending  HON  QUAN/QUAN  LOl/ 

IOC  NINH  without  contact*  Die  1/28  Inf,  1/18  Inf  and  2/16  Inf  (-)  continued 
to  defend  QUAN  LOI  conducting  9  combat  patrols  fwd  of  perimeter  during 
hours  of  darkness  without  contact,  2/16  Inf  (-)  defended  assigned  sector  of 
‘QUAN  LOI  conducting  2  plat  sisb  daylight  patrols  to  the  W  and  N  without 
contact.  C  z/lh  and  B  3/4  Csv  moved  from  HON  QUAN/AN  LOC  to  establish  a 
fwd  arty  base  vio  1^45932,  td  support  LOC  NINH.  1/12  Inf- defended  assigned 
sector  of  QUAN  LOI  conducting  3  daylight  patrols  to  the  W,  1W  and  N  without 
contact,  A  UElP  was  dropped  in  an  AO  vie  Hwy,  13  j  3  km  8.  of  LOG  NIKI  extends 
jig  km  S  down  Hwy  13  and  2. km  on  either  slra  ,:jo£  Hwy  13.  The  patrol 
was  dropped  in  at  051303H,  and  was  e:ctracted  at  051749H.  At  05134®,  a  VC 
body  was  found  vio'XU723Q16  and  several  SA  rds  vere  heard.  A  VOS  was  appra-' 
headed  at  051725H  vie  XU7 32037.  1/23  Inf  defended  assigned  sector  of  QUAN 

LOI  and  was  maintained  on  36  minute  alert  states  to  move,  to  LOC  NINH.  1 
LRRP  was  lifted  into  AO'o-jr  1/22  iaf  AO.  At  ,G5l£45H.  1  VC  body  was  found 
vie  XT7226  with,  expended  cartridges  near  the  body*  2/12  Inf  defended  LOC 
NINH  upon  closure.  S/1S  was  edamittod  to  LOC ;  NINH  when  AHVN  PF  elements  if 
of  MC  NINH  cane  under  Attack  for  the  2d  night  in  a  row.  The  Bn  ccmaenced 
its  lift  into  LOC  NINH  at  0511152  and  closed  «b  <0525202  with  grains  ttf  f  V'  A 
follow  as  lift  teenso  available.  The  Bn  (-)  ^fended  the  LOC  NINH  airfield 
■without  contact,  C  2/1S  moved  from  LOC  NINH  to  JEt  Trio  XU742062  at  O5I34IH  ' 
and  secured  it  and  prepared  to.  receive  I/H  platoon,  j/tl lifted  into  its  aHy 
base  vie  XU742062  eloping  at  05153011.  2d  Plat,  1st  MP»o  conducted  a  - 

vio  XT785888  and  422  persons  and  92  vehicles  were  chocked;  MEDGAP  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  Montagnard  village  near  laterite  pit  (XT798844),  treated  60  peiu 
t  sonnel,  gave  60  children  shirts,  took  50  blood  samples  for  malaria  and  dis- 
’  tributod  200  lbs  of  miscellaneous  canned  foods. 


6  Aug  -  Bdo  continued  Op  a  EL  PASO  III  defending  HON  QUA '/QUAN  L0]/ 

LOC  NINH  with  2/16  Inf  (~),  1/18  Inf  and  1/28  Inf  continuing  to  defend 
QUAM  LOI  conducting  8  caabat  patrols  during  hours  of  darkness.  Q/l6  Inf 
(-)  continued  to  defend  assigned  sector  of  QUAN  LOI  conducting  2  plat  size 
recon  patrols  to  the  E  and  SE.  1  plat  size  EAGLE  FLIGHT  Vos  conducted  ifito 
an  LZ  vie  XT357975*  The  patrol  roved  tc  a  PZ  vie  XT840945  returning  to 
QUAN  LOI  without  contact,  Tom  Charlie  (C  2/16  and  B  2/4  Cav)  oontinuod  to 
secure  fwd  arty  base  to  the  N  of  1101/  QUA;  31a  Charlie,  conducted  3  night 
combat  patrols  in  the  vicinity,  1/13  Inf  defended  assigned  sector  of  QUAN 
LOI  perimeter  conducting  J  plat  size  patrols  to  the  W,  NW  AN.  A  patrol 
from  C  7/32  apprehended  2  VOS  vie  1 1310913  at  0611G0H  and  A  7./18  patrol 
picked  up  1  VGS  vie  XT  785915  at  061300H,  l/l8  Inf  insortod  2,  5-7  man 
LRHP  into  on  AO  S  of  the  CAM  IE  Bridge  vie  X77C7953  and  vio  X 1750966  without 
contact.  1/20  Inf  continued  to  dofo;kl  assigned  sector  of  QUA.  LOI  per  .motor 
■conducting  2  plat  size  patrols  S  of  perimeter  and  airlifting  a  5-7  man  LPLP 
into  on  A0  E  of  the  CAMIE  Bridgo  vie  IT74C995  without  contact.  ^18  (-) 
sor.tmued  to  defend  LOC  NINH  aiifiold  conducting  2  night  oombat  patrols  fwd 
tf  the  perimeter.  C.  2/12  oontinuod  to  dofond  I/H  element  An  its  firing  psn 
vie  XU742062,  1  plat  sizo  patrol  with  an  U  man  Engr  detachment  was  air- 
liftod  into  an  12  vio  711711190  at  06143®*  .  The  patrol  roachod  tho  12  at 
0614412,  scoured  it  hy  06145 OH  and  tho  Engr  dotachmont  then  acoasplishod 
their  cratering  mission  ca  Hwy  13  ^t  .that  location.  Tho  olomsnt  was  ox*, 
traded  without  incident,  ' '  ■  -t 
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7  Aug  -  2d  3ds  continued  Opn  EL  PASO  III  with  2/16  Inf  (*•),  and  3/28 
Inf  continuing  to  defend  assigned  sectors  of  QUAN  LOI  conducting  9  night 
caabat  patrols  fvjd  of  the  porimetor.  2/16  Inf  (-}  conducted  2  platoon  sine 

EAGIE  FLIGiiiS  to  an  IE  NS  of  QuAi:  LOI.  1  platoon  moved  K  approx  6  km  and  waO 
extracted  .  1  platoon  moved  If  foot  bad:  to  QUAN  LOI  from  1Z.  There  5-7 
man  ISRPt  s  woro  put  into  AO  2/3.6  approx  15  km  SSW  of  QUAI?  LOI.  Each  patrol 
W03  dropped  into  different  LZ!b  ;  uved  on  designated  routes  and  wero  extracted 
from  3  different  I2»  s.  At  07116u'I  1  IILtP  located  6  foxholes,  3  overhoed 
shelters  and  dome  documents  vie  3IT66362 8.  Tn  Charlie  continuod  to  defend 
D  Btry  3/6  fud  arty  base  vie  217492  conducting  2  dcyllgj.it  mounted  rccon 
patrols  to  the  W  and  NW  without  contact.  1  olemont  of  Hi  Charlie  was  dis¬ 
patched  to  tho  W  of  tho  Arty  base  to  check  out  a  suspected  V6  location*"  l/l8 
dofondod  QTIA.Ii  LOI  aroa  conducting  3  plat  3izo  recon  patrols  to  tho  W  and  iJ« 
Throo  5-7  man  KLIPS  vuro  d  !.spatc..iCd  to  an  AO  approx  20  laa  W  of  QUAN  LOI. 

'  Units  wont  into  3  different  12 1  s  and  wero  oxtracted  from  3  differont  P2»s 
Vithout  contact,  1/18  Inf  vos  elorted  for  movement  bade  to  CAMP  CCK, 

2/23  Inf  dofondod  assigned  sector  of  (JUAN  LOI  conducting  2  cosipary  size 
opns  to  tho  S  without  contaet.  2/1G  Inf  (-)  continued  to  defond  LOC  NINE 
airfield  in  coordination  with  Aifui  units.  2  plat  size  daylight  patrols 
wero  conducted  to  tho  KS  without  contact,  C  2/13  corrtinu&d  to  socure  tho 
I/K  in  arty  psn  vie  20742062  without  contact.  At  071545*3,  tho  1/18  S-2 
flying  VR  of  Bda  AO  received  1  rd  SA  fire  vie  XT763902  doing  vory  minor 
darnago  to  the  aircraft.  At  07162513,  Li/T  received  SA  fir©  vie  XT669944 
fire  was  returned  with  uhk  results.  Tho  village  of  PHU  iuEKG  2  (XT811927) 
was  visited  with  an  AF  MLPJIAP  Team,  Br  lario,  and  assistants  from  1/18  Inf, 
Security  was  provided  by  1/18  and  attached  HP's,  120  porsomiol  wero  t routed, 

/  120  cholera  shots  and  75  otlior  shots  for  minor  ailments  uoro  given.  An 
/  oxcesc  of  200  lbs  of  canned  milk  and  fruits  wero  distributed; 

t 

8  Aug  —  2d  Bdo  continued  Opn  EL  PASO  Ill  defending  HON  QUAN/QUAN  LOl/ 

LOC  NIKI  without  contact,  2/16  Inf  (-)  continued  to  seouro  assigned  soctor 
of  QUAN  LOI  end  conducted  1  plat  size  patrol  to  the  E.  At  081252H  unit  was . 
clortod  to  aosum  .ho  dofomxj  of"  t’.io  ontifo  ‘perimeter  on  or  abuUt  9  Aug  when 

1/18  Inf  Inf  departed. '2/ 1(6  Inf  sent  out  3  night  combat  patrols 

.  foward  of  pans.  1/18  Inf  commenced  airlift  opns  to  return  to  CAMP  CIK  at 
.  031010K;  however,  the  opn  was  temporarily  suspended  at  0C1122H  and  ell  cxiv 
•'  lift  diverted  to  edriy.  aovooecte  &C  ti»  1/28  Tnf.  At  03125231  the  Bn  was  ordered 
to  assume  responsibility  for  the  1/28  Inf  portion  of  tho  QUAII  LOI  defonao 
perimeter  and  rcliof  ,5a  placo  was  accomplished  by  03153611,  Tho  3n  romnined 
■  reedy  to  re-initiate  airlift  opne  upon  completion  of  tho  1/28  Inf  movement. 

3  night  combat  patrols  were  positioned  in  the  area,  during  tlxi  night.  1/28 
Inf  was  alerted  fer  movement  to  PliUOC  VMlUI  at  081122H.  All  planned  opns 
wero  immadir.toly  canoe  Hod  end  airlift  opus  commenced  at  03125 3H.  Tho  air-¬ 
lift  was  cor.pletod  at  051845H  with  a  total  of  31  sorties  ooing  flown  by 
C-123,  CiJ-47  and  CV-2  aircraft,  2/18  Inf  continuod  to  dofond  tho  LCC  KIHH 
area  and  conducted  ono  roinf oread  squad  size  patrol  to  tho  E.  3.  combat 
patrols  wore  emplaoed  during  the  night.  .Although  tho  ro  was  no  enemy  con¬ 
tact  witlx  ES  Creops  la  tho  i.  xuT  plat  I -f*  contact  with  urn 

ostimatod  plot  'sizo' VC  force  vie  310727035..  A  bjRDCAp  wag  conducted  at  AP 
HCKG  PHAP  (XT859848)  treating  100  persons,  pulled  50  bad  tooth,  Assuod  150  hy- 
glonc^kits^  150  T—ahirfcs  and  lfO  shorts,  App'-ox  RfVOfin  lr\fi-  r  wero  dropped 
and  a  •§•  hour  Chiou.Hoi  Tape  was  played  in  an  area  '  coord  irate  3  XT5890, 

XT6390,  XT5886  and  XT63C6. 

9  Aug  -  Bdo  continued  Opn  EL  l-ubO  HI  v.th  minor  coat  not.  2/16  Inf 
(-)  continuod  to  socure  assigned  sector  of.  QUA!  LOI  periaator  and  at  O90942P 
assumed  responsibility  for  the  entire  QUAN  101  porimdror,  Tm  CharJAo  sort 

1  plat  Cuv  to  QUAN  LOI  to  assist  2/16  In;';  (-)  in  sneering  QUAN  LOjI.  3 
ianpi  s  wero  droppod  into  AD  2/16  approx  25  km  SW  of  QUAN  LOI.  IRRP  nri.ll  RON 
vio  XT723783  and  be  extracted  on  10  Aug,  loom  Charlie  conducted  a  sci^on 
from  tho  fwd  city  base  N  on  Hwy  13  to  CAM  EE  Bridge  wit!.  nog  contact,  {ft 
twodArty  S  of  AN  LOC  that  was  supporting  2/16  LRRP's,  'At  O9I400H  loom 
i~)  displocod  fra a  fwd  arty  baso  N  of  AN  LCC  and  a-otux-ned  to  HON  QUAN/AK 
LCC  and  assumed  responsibility  for  its  sety,  3  night  combat  patrols  woro 
established  fud  of  Tm  Charlie  pane.  2/16  Inf  (-)  in  QUAH  LOI  established 
3  night  com  out  patrols.  3/18  1'iif  IlCi!  ct  QUAN  LOI  dofond  .uig  assigned  soctor 
of  perimeter  until  C9Q42H,  At  091000K  Bn  cem-aoncod  moving  to  CAMP  CCK 
with  combat  cloawnts  el:  sAbr  ut  /'liUA  ^  tnlu  «tft>  ntmid  Eaten . 
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.  rc  rssscad  UtlOMTCWN.. ..£LDCWJAi!K!  :'do3i>na  ctb  LONG  Biid  _  ’XiAsg  lajpnt  lit 
'■>?  Luj.5Hj  2/13  ~rX  (-)  continued  to  so  euro  LOC  MINK  airfield  conducting 
?.  ,s<y*s?  size  r  .con  patrols  to  the  £  vithfnog  oontoct,  Co  C  z/ 13  Inf  and 
"V?*  ''on'.irr.^Vt,  npui.-r.tc' S  of  LOG. i XII  from  arty  baBO.  2  night  eohV.t 
/■ "  -  ’ '  •:t.po  oniablishod  in  tho  croc,  during  hours  of  dnrlcnoss. 

If;  Aug  .-  2d  Bdo  continued  C  a  EL  PASO  III  conducting  patrols  and  ro- 
■.-.i’.  •■-.r.rn.g  \r.tbs„  Tho  2/16  Inf  petrolled  N  and  E  of  QUAM  LOI  with  HHC  2d 
Sic  Hording  a  patrol  to  tho  W.  Hot  of  B  l/4  Car  was  detached  freo  2/l6  Inf 
f~)  at  101o?Oi;  end  returned  to  41.'  LOC.  4  night  canbat  patrols  woro  ostab- 
i?..:Ko  fv d  a?  the  QUAN  LOI  perimeter,  2/18  Inf  conducted  3  squad  sizo  roeon 
pat.ro t.fi  to  tl’.,-  S  S  E  of  LOC  NIKI  without  contact,  C  2/1C  and  1/8  aslt  arty 

..irlifiod  from  LOC  NINH  to  QbAi!  LOI  closing  at  135®.  Tho  Bn  (-) 

Corns!*...?  yd  its  movo  using  UIL-lD's  at  10210JI,  Upon  closuro  at  QUAN  LOI  tho 
.1.1.  ••  -mod  ro  sensibility  for  .'  the  W  sector  of  tho  dofonso  porimetor. 

MBCAP-- s  woro  conducted  at  APIIUNG  L.TP  (XT87686?.)  and  APHUBG  SEN  (XT870362). 

1  tota-.  of  14.0  porsons  rocoivcd  modiccl  treataont,  and  33  dental  troatmonts 
.  v.'i'e  also  performed,  tocm  issued  34  school  kits,  250  flag  T-shirts, 

' ‘SO  black  shorts,  100  hygxono  kits,  and  400  bars  of  soap, 

11  Aug  -  2d  Bdo  continuod  Opn  EL  PASO  III  with  2  Inf  Bna  and  a  Cav 
Trp,.  2/16  Inf  (-)  conducted  reinforced  squad  sizo  patrols  if  and  NE  of  QUAN 
LOI.  A  third  patrol  was  insortod  ’ey  hcliooptor  into  an  12  3,000  motors  NE 
of  QUAN  LOI  closing  at  UI64OK  without  contact,  3  canbat  patrols  woro  post* 
tjxmod  in  sector  during  hours  of  darknoss,  Tm  Charlio  conducted  mountod  roeon  . 
patrols  1?  and  S  along  Ewy  13  from  All  LOC  during  tho  day  without  contact. 

During  tho  hours  of  darkness  2  combat  patrols  woro  conduotod  by  D®  Charlio, 
2/12  Inf  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  U0700H  and  imediatoly  a3suaod  its  portion  of  - 
/tho  Bdo  dofonsivo  porimotcr*  During  the  day  tho  Bn  inpravod  dofonsivo 
positions  and  conduotod  looal  3ocurity  opns  in  zono,  3  combat  patrols  woro 
x  positioned  in  sootar  during  hours  of  darknoss,  A  Chiou  Hoi  tape  was  broad¬ 
casted  along  Hwy  13  f ran  AN  LOC  to  CH®  THANH.  Total  timo  vas  2  hours  and 
substanco  of  tapo  was  that  the  VC  had  blown  up  tho  bridge  at  IAU  0. 

/  •  12  Aug  -  2d  Bdo  continued  Opn  EL  PASO  III  with  two  Bus  in  QUAN  LOI 

and  an  Inf  Cccv  Toam  in  SON  QOAK  yaTpn  .  2/l6lnf  (-}  continued  to  dofond 
QUAN  101  and  conducted  rcinforcoa  squad  sizo  patrols  in  AO's, to  ■the  NE, 

SE  and  W  with  1  plat  as  security  for  tho  latorito .  pit  and  tho  Bn  (-)  on  4 
hour  alert  os  Bdo  HRF.  Tm  Charlio  oonductod  a  route  roeon  7, 00 On  S  of. 

AIT  LOC  without  contact.  1  platcon  of  B  1/4  Cov  was  attached  to  A  2/XS  Inf, 
and  1  plat  B  3/4  Cev  providod  security  for  Engr  dot  working  on  CAH  IE  Bridge. 
Two  combat  petrols  woro  positioned  during  hours  of  darkness.  2/18  Inf  pro¬ 
vided 'A.  2/lE  as  Bdo  ERF  to  support  Ai;'  LOG  for  scourity  of  A  1/5  -Arty.  Bn 
{-)  conduotod  local  security  opns  cud  was  Bdo  RRF,  During  hours  of  dcjkndSfl 
2/16  Inf  (-)  and  2/13  Inf  (-)  conduotod  6  night  combat  patrols  in  tho  QUAN 
LOI  am  a.  A  2/33  (■*•)  and  1/5  Art"  woro  in  support  of  a  coordinated 

US/AHV34  opn., 

13  Aug  -  EL  PASO  IH  continued  with  semo  task  organization,  Q.UAN  LOl 
oontinued  to  bo  dofonded  by  2  Bis  conducting  8  night  conbat  patrols  in  tho 
QUAN  LOI  croa  .  2/16  Inf  (-)  conducted  3  plat  sizo  patrols  to  tho  N,  IE 
&  E  without  contact,  A  sniper  sqiihd  was  sent  wit  Eof  QUAN  LOI  and  will 
HOT  vie  XT853916.  Da  Charlie  continuod  to  provido  eocurity  fpr  8/6  srty 
C-)  and  KOII  QUAi/AN  LOC  without  ooirtaot.  A  fvd  arty  baso, uogta&liahad 
during  tho  >d£y,-riroturnod  after. firing  2  combat  patrols  were  established 
during  nour3  «t  darxnoss,  2/13  Lu  oonductod  3  platoon  sizo  UUCP's  to  tho  . 

>W,  W  &  S  of  QUAN  LOI  without  contact,  Looal  socurity  operations  woro  con¬ 
ducted  in  tho  inmodiato  QUAN  LOI  area  end  Bn  (-)  acted  as  Bdo  RKF,  C  2/12 
approh®ndod  .5  VD3  vie  XT795920  at  131200H.  After  interrogation,  suspects 
woro  raloosod,  A  MEDCAP  was  conduotod  vie  XT800852  with  100  porsonnol 
troatod  and  JLOO  eholora  shots  given,  250  sots  of  flog  T-shirts  &  shorts 
woro  issued. 
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g  /  /  14  Aug  -  2d  Bio  continued  Opn  EL  PASO  III  with  two  Ini'  Bus  end  1 

Ow  Trp  conducting  6  night  cor.br.t  petrols  fid  of  tho  poriaptor  at  QUAN  LOI 
and  2  in  tho  At  LOG  exoa  without  contact.  2/16  Inf  (-)  oontinued  to  defend 
QUAN  LOI  and  conducted  3.  plat  size  recoil  patrol  into  AO  BRAVO  (3H83095O)  and 
established  NON  pmn.’Tnrt  had  ncb  contact,  2/lo  Inf  (-)  remain1?!  JIRF'toa  support 

5  tear.  owns,  The  anipor  squad  returned  at  1409 15H  without  contact.  2/lB 
Inf  continued  -to  defend  assigned  seotor  of  QUAN  LOI  &  conducted  2  plat  aizo  . 
opus  without  contact.  In  Charlie  continued  to  defend  AIT  LOC  Airfield  and 
conducted  1  Trf/Cav  re  cor.  opn  tc  tho  i-J  without  contact,  1  plat  of  B  3/4 
Cav  provided  security  for  engineers  who  completed  work  on  CAM  IE  Bridge, 

At  140725H  tho  tern  gave  2d  Mo  instruct  ion  on  typo  sling  loads  for  CB-47l3 
with  approx  60  personnel  attending,  Tho  2d  plat,  1st  IT?  Co  cohductod  a 
check  point  vie  X1789391  and  the  following  was  chocked:  1,253  porsonnol 
and  247  vehicles,  8  porsonnol  v.  ro  detained  by  tho  National  Police  for  no 
ID' s  and  1  was  detained  for  mutilated  ID  curd. 

15  Aug  -  2d  Bde  continued  EL  PASO  III  with  the  3amo  task  organization 
conducting  a  total  of  7  night  combat  patrols  in  tho  QUAh  LOi/ilOW  QUAN  area, 
2/16  Inf  (-)  continued  tc  defend  assigned  soctor  of  QUA1T  LOI  porimoter 
sending  out  2  reinforced  sqd  aizo  ertrola  to  tho  H  and  ESI  without  contact, 

•%3  pl-.t  that  HON  in  AO  BRAVO  closed  QUAI'i  LOI  without  contact,  Tn  Charlio 

-  continued  tc  provide  security  for  the  EON  QUAI'/AN  LOC  area  conducting  1 
Inf/Cav  rocon  patrol  in  c'loso  'coordination  and  cooperation  with  a  Co  of. 

1/9  Inf  (AEVN )*  and  2jl  Cav  (AKVN)  to  tho  N,  if,  &  S  without  oontact.  ^/18 
Inf  (-)  continued  to  defend  assigned  sector  of  QUAE  LOI  perimeter  conducting 

6  reinforced  squad  sizo  rccon  patrols  to  the  S,  SE,  W  &  NW  without  contact,’  . 
At  150940R,  A  Co  (roirf)  began  airlift  into  MB®  TilANH  'ey  0-123 and  HMD 
aircraft  to  conduct  rocon  and  combat  patrolling  in  close  coordination  and 
cooperation  with.  CIDG  forces.  1  Hat  I/K  As.lt  Arty  and  B  1/7  Arty  (-)  worn 
IS  to  A.  2/18, 

16  Aug  -  2d  Bdo  continued  to  narticiputo  in  the  defense  of  AIT  LOC/ 

qaAH  L03/ru4S  TEAKH  with  2  Inf  las  and  1  Cav  Irp.  2/16  Inf  (-)  conduotod  . 
throe  squad,  size  patrols  to  the  ii,  AW,  L  S3  of  QUAN  LOI,  provided.  security 
detail  for  lateritc  pit  without  contact,  w-na  on  1  hour  alert  aai  Bde  ERF 

end  conducted  airmobile  training,  !to  Charlie  conduotod  Inf/Cav  r  oute  rooons 
to  the  N  and  S  of  HON  QUAK/AN  LOG  vitlrut  contact  and  continued  to  securo 
8/6  Arty  (-)  base,  2/18  Inf  (-)  continued  opns  in.  tho  LOI  area  main* 
tanning  1  coapruiy  on  3C  mirruto  alort  as  immediate  roaetion  foroo  for  MINH 
TKANH  end  conduotod  airmobile  tr  aiding  at  QUAN  LOI  strip.  A  2/1S,  l/K,  and 
3  1/7  Arty  (-)  continued  to  operate  in  tho  MIKI  TEANH  area  conducting  6 
rocon  petrols  without  contact,  Eqs  2/7  Arty  was  alerted  .nd  rotvrnod 

CAMP  CCK.  8/6  Arty  (-,)  moved  their  Eqs  to  QUAN  LOI  and  a. 2 armed  ■mission  of 
DS  for  2d  Bde  with  B  1/7  Arty  and  A  3/5  Arty  at  QUAN  LOI  and  BM»  of  8/6 

*x,a j  L.t  ij iu_.  LCt.  A  tet,.l  of  7  VUJUi  u  j^..Al‘oxe  Vj.aw  Conducted 

in  the  QUAE  '.^Oj/liOV.  QUAN  area.  d-..  dug  hours  of  dark  1C3S, 

17  Aug  -  2d  Bio  ooatinuod  Opr  EL  PASO  III  deionding  RON  QUAI^QUAN  LO l/ 
MINH  THANH  with  2  Inf  Bns  and  1  er.v  Trp  conducting  8  night  ccsnbat  patrols 
fwd  of  porinetor  during  hours  of  darkness  without.  contact.  2/lt  Inf  (-) 
conducted  3  squad  size  rooon  petrels  to  the  N,  Mi  &  HE  in  ignsd  soctor  of 
,QUAN  LOI  periix-tor  without  contact  ;vA  provided  .verity  for  the  latorito 
pit.  Unit  remained  Bdo  ERF  on  1  hour  alert,  Cn.vlie  continued  to  defend 
ilOTT  QUAN/AE  LOO  Airfield  and  provided  Cceurity  ii-r  8/6  Arty  (-)  ,  Gocurity 
was  also  provided  for  14EDCAP  conducted  a.t  DUG  CT' '  vie  !f[7583oi.  At  17093CH, 
a  suspected  VC  tare  collection  point  was  reported  at  TAN  K1IAI  vie  XT/67767- 
and  on  element  of  Ba  Charlio  as  ■.•oil  as  tiCCA?  JN.v  went  to  that  location 
and  roprrtod  negative  cvldunoo  of  any  VC  activity  ia  that  area,  2/2l>  Xhf 

(-)  continued  opus  in  QUAN  LOI  area,  conducting  4  squad  si«o  re  ten*  patrols 
to  tho  W,  SW,  S,  U  SS2  in  assigned  Sector  wiv-Lout  contact,  1  Co  remained, 
on  30  min.  rlort  to  support  element  a.t  Hull  TiANE.  A  2/‘2B  inf  (+)  continued 
to  do  ford  Mil'll  THANH  .-id  started  extraction  at  170845H  cud  cussed  QUAN  LOI 

’  at  171658H,  At  approx  171100H,  a  CV-2  onrouto  to  QuAN  LOI  reported  roooiving 
SA  fire  4  miles  S  of  AN  LOC  on  the  W  side  of  Huy  13,  An  claaont  checked 
out  tho  area  with  nog  results.  •  A  1EX1AP  was  conducted  at  DUG  V1NH  (XT760801) 
ud  150  porsoirel  woro  treated.  100  sets  of  J-sh.iits  nnd  ahorta,  150  uow*- 
prjam  red  30 C<  bnrs  of  seap  wero  Is.. rod. 
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conduct  iugS  u%htiW)%?t5^oX^il1fI'tiuAS0  111  dofcnding  HOJ  CltttH/QUilf  LOT 
(-)  contacted  3  »oJ«3SdS5i  J“  »o  m,.  „ith»t  coatuut ’  iwy™, “J 

^jrjBvSZLZ&STJSS'*:  *>■».  »*?£  X* 

* oSiic‘tT“2trdteU”“  2  iTu°  f®1’' 

v«h«  pfteojo  »  c,  /yg  s  »  K°,rt- 

M  ?r-i?  (XT^5934),  A  soOToh  i'  tv  ^  ^fch  wcs  ^spoctod  of  being 

Se5VSU2°-a  ^  Gizo  roc°«  piol  W^Q£f£Tl*  rfs  rusultB*  a® 

oocin  4  rds  SA  fire  from  vic  XT79ft<?W  Tit"  °*  ‘JUtH  LOI  and  at  181002H 
Conducted  with  nog  results.  ?  *A  tto^“gh  search  of  the  area  vns 

101  ^th  two  Inf  Bus  orsd^c-v  ^ in  tho  defense  of  HON  QUAN/  miAN 
Cpn  EUHLEJGTOF  with  ,/v  Tl2»  During  the  dry  2/16  Tn^  ft  .  QUAN 

V16  dopartod  HON  QUAN  °a  “  12  E  «UO  IrlS  c“aca‘wd 

®tmn'vic  sjagu  ifgiSSf1'?  “  “®‘f  P09”  SKS™ p,rp  °f 

**  ^9102411  after  arty  nr*  waLS’f .pld;  2/16  (»*af)  landed  ifis  B™ 

Ssss**  «2,R7® EjB^s!‘r,s”4 

Bridge  iras  secured  br  lQloorrr  i  . ,  BBdE  at  191120H  with  no  oont',*r,f 

**=“  “» X  S. ; 

*.  -.i**  WOr^  WGS  ocnplotud  ct  iQTA/ctj  +u Gu curing  tho  bridge 

F  B  ^16  ^SlTWH.  1  Pl^Q?  r52n2r  e^nts  being  extracted 

A  ?/if  i  2/l6j  Ta  chnrlio  displrLd^o  furl'"  i  ?QfM0  Bridge. 

A  2/16  closed  QUAN  LOI  at  Mow  j  fvd  oaso  to  rolievo 

p£m» 2 ftftf  porti”’ of 

TAJ  0  Bridge  area.  2/18  T„°  ~  T? ■  ****  1x130  «*  »«'RRF  for 
S  iSLS  ?Sm  CJld  provir-d  Mo  iffiF°SnSin°  GCCUM  doctor 

*«t  octet  pnttede  uo„  oejgSS?  iST  «?£*£•*£  6 

...  20  Aug  „  2d  JHn  «n«+4, _ _  ^  . .  *w«iOTar, 


”  ,  '“/J  •*•  c  2/16  and  1  tOH-  u  r/7n  S  r  °  two  areas.  ?/T& 

Porimotor  conduct  tig  3  d-ylight  n~+  i  defended  the  entire  QUAN  LOI  16 
ge  Pla.t  that  remaiaod  S  §  g$  tho  N»  ®,  &  *  without  St 

incident.  Tm  Charlie  (_)  can+irB,  'r^-dgo  was  extracted  at  201126H  wi+hmrf* 
£rom  nv4ir  1^.  ,  '  *  contimod  to  soenro  Mow  niwr/Aw  r/Jr1^01*  vl«aoiTt 

KXS*  &£  4^S  - 

-  Arty  ^.ich  D0TOd  t?L?Kk!OT°  ^  of  the  3d  BdoTvS  SJ? 

W3iaa“'iS  £-i|  sss.^  5 

ah  loo  with  nog  contact,  '  Ct::  rcoon  Patrol  to  the  N,  W  &  S  of 

AN  BOC/QBAT  LOI  with  a*TStta^^^?,CtSJn  ^  EL  P^°  HI  dof ending 
squad  oi20  rooon  patrols  totho  1W  ??•  ^  ^  (-)  co-Jtwtodf 

wuro  conduotod  in  tho  QXJAN  LOT  ^  ^  ^  ®  without  oontr.ct«  L  coiabct  ^r,i 

*W«s  ssb? ^ — »r2T^ 


<2ox/  FijyetJr/j^ 


^  GoMFibEfJTIAL 

23  Aug  -  23  Bde  continued  Cfcn  EL  PASO  III  deferring  AN  LCC/QtJAN  LOI 
without  contact,  2/lh  Inf  (-)  oontinued  to  defend  the  ojjtire  QUAN  LOI 
perimeter  conducting  1  plat  size  patrol,  2  reinforced  aqd  size  patrols  \ 
and  dispatching  1  sniper  sqd  without  eneny  oontact.  At  231030H  the  S-3, 
thru  an  interpreter,  was  informed  try  Mbntagnards  from  tho  village  of  PHD 
MEMO  (XT790S13)  of  a  dud  arty  rd  that  was  received  inooaing  at  approx 
230100H,  An  EQD  Tm  with  security  elements  was  dispatched  to  the  village. 
After  digging  6*  the  rd  was  determined  to  be  imbedded  in  earth  at  a  depth 
of  at  least  8*  and  was  not  considered  dangerous,  therefore  it  was  left  in 
the  ground,  Tm  Charlie  stood-down  on  its  planned  Inf  /Cav  patrolling 
mission  and  received  mission  to  remain  in  AM  LOC  and  bo  RRF  for  AROT  ele¬ 
ments  conducting  a  road  clearing  opn  from  HON  QUIN  to  LCC  NINH,  A.  total  of 
6  combat  patrols  were  conducted  in  the  HON  QUAlyQUAN  LOI  area,  during  hours 
of  darkness, 

24  Aug  —  2d  Bde  continued  to  participate  in  EL  PASO  III  defending 
AN  LOD/qUAN  LOI  with  one  Inf  Bn  and  one  Cav  Tip  until  OPCCN  and  responsi¬ 
bility  for  2d  Bde  missions  was  assumed  ty  1st  Bde  at  241305H,  2/16  Inf  (-) 
initiated  three  reinforced  squad  size  and  one  plat  size  patrol  and  had  no 
contact  while  under  OPCON  of  2d  Bde,  Du  Charlie  initiated  2  plat  Inf/Cav 
re  con  patrols  W  of  AN  LOC  in  the  rubber  and  N  &  S  along  Hwy  13  and  hod  no 
contact  while  under  OPCON  of  2d  Bde,  At  2406533,  tho  2d  Bde  commenced 
airlift  from  QUAN  LOI  to  PHU  LOI  and  at  241Q55H  received  a  mission  change 
and  was  diverted  to  CAMP  CCK  to  prepare  for  future  missions,  AH  elements 
of  the  2d  Bde  closed  CAMP  CCK  at  241720H, 

8.  SUPPORTING  FORCES: 

(C)  a.  Artillery:  1/5  Arty  (-),  l/l  Arty  (-),  and  8/6  Arty,  whioh  wore 
in  Direct  Support  of  the  2d  Bde  at  specified  dates  throughout  this  opn, 
operated  effectively,  Tho  8/6  Arty  (-)  was  in  General  Support  of  the  Bde 
for  the  ontire  operation,  except  for  the  period  when  its  Hqs  took  over 
Direct  Support  mission,  Arty  fire  support  for  2d  Bde  was  rapid  and 
responsive  throughout  Cpn  EL  PASO  in, 

b.  Air  Farce:  TAG  Air  was  employed  on  booh  preplanned  and  immediate 
targets.  The  Bde  ALO  and  S-3  Air  processed  all  air  strikes,  requesting  an 
overage  of  8  strikes  daily,  of  which  an  average  of  4  strikes  daily  were 
received.  Oho  effects  of  TAC  Air  strikes  were  hard  to  guage,  however,  os 
troops  usually  did  not  enter  all  aroos  struck.  Bomb  soedings  were  requested 
for  areas  of  intensified  VC  activity,  but  results  were  unknown  due  to  lack 
of  obsorvation,  A  new  system  of  night  bombing,  called  SKI  SPOT,  was  used 
on  occasion  with  a  high  dogreo  of  accuracy  on  targets  end  a  quick  reaction 
time  by  tho  Air  Perce,  Air  Force'  lift  was  utilized  to  move  troops  and 
supplies  from  one  base  to  another,  regularly,  but  was  often  severely  hindered 
by  weather  end  landing  field  conditions, 

c#  Amy  Aviation:  Amy  Aviation  was  used  extensively  to  conduct 
taatioal  troop  moves,  EAGLE  FLIGHTS,  resupply  and  oommnnd  and  control. 
Movements  mado  were  well  ooordinatod  and  effectively  executed, 

d,  GOT  Armed  Faroes:  Oporations  were  conducted  frequently  with  GOT 
Faroes,  In  these  operations  RF  0  grp  antes  from  BINH  LCENG  Province  and  units 
of  the  9th  AHOT  Regiment  operated  ouoccecfUUy  .ia'clooo  coordination  and 
cooperation  with  2d  Bds, 

9,  (C)  RESULTS! 

a.  Friendly  Losses!  a.  Enemy  losses: 

KIAt  1  KIAj  2  (BO) 

VILA:  8  KIA4  1  (prob) 

Equipment:  1  tank  VCSi  32 

Ot  carts*  3 
Plostio  AP'  minos!  1 


CONFIDENTIAL 

TUbbt  Losses  (•ant) 
IP  Mines*  5 
Claymores:  3 
Rifle  Grenades*  X 
Grenades*  3 

io.  (c)  ADHpaamrivE  matters* 

a.  Personnel: 

(1)  Strength 


(a)  Prior  to  operation 


Chit 

aoTtef 

Authorized 

Assieeed 

833 

m 

739 

1 

rao 

if 

2/18  Inf 

829 

795 

709 

507 

202 

2/18  Inf 

829 

895 

850 

648 

202 

1/78  Inf 

790 

771 

657 

459 

198 

(b)  After  operation 

2/16  Inf 

829 

828 

766 

568 

198 

1/28  Inf 

829 

850 

787 

548 

239 

2/18  Inf 

829 

893 

847 

613 

234 

1/78  Inf 

790 

819 

706 

508 

198 

b»  Administrative  Elona:  There  were  no  significant  problems  enoountered 

daring  this  operation  In  the  field  of  administration. 

*  *• 

.  c.  Icgtetios:  The  Me  trains  consisted  of  the  Me  assistant  S-4  and  the 
battalion  S-4»  a  located  «t  LAI  SHE  (for  resupply  of  all  o  las  sea  of  svqjply 
tram,  the  logistical  base  in  that  loaation))  and  the  Mo  £^4,  C  Company  1st 
Med  Ea,  oontaot  teams  0  Co  701st  Molnt  Bn  and  representatives  of  the  battalion 
S-4  sections  at  the  forward  area  in  qtJAN  LOZ. 

(1)  Modteml:  Sqjpart  for  the  Dde  in  the  field  we  furnished  by 
&  forward  element  of  C  Caapary  1st  Med  Bn  and  by  forward  elements  of  the 
Individual  battalion’s  stations.  Daily  sick  call  vas  held  at  aid  station 
level,  tee  forward  clearing  station  was  used  for  initial  evaluation  of 
casualties  and  provided  definite  treatment  for  minor  wounds.  More  serious 
Casas  wore  evacuated  by  Castoff  holicopter  which  was  on  standby  basis  24  hrs 
a  dry  at  the  forward  area.  This  system  vas  genorally  quite  affective  as  ‘  * 

;  hod  been  the  case  on  prior  operations. 


(2)  Maintenance*  Contact  teams  of  Signal,  automotive,  armament 
and  mall  arms  adequately  fulfilled  all  repair  requirements. 

(3)  Supply:  Fresorlbod  loads  were  adequate. 

(4)  Transportation:  Resupply  within  the ,  Me  v&a  oonducted  utilising 
i  air  delivoiy  techniques  from  tho  logistical  base  at  141  KHE.  The  basic  stew 

craft  used  vas  CU-2  with  occasional  0123*3  to  supplement  when  necessary.  No 
major  problems  wore  enoountered  in  resupply  from  HI  KHE  but  occasional  4LCHU 
catty  was  enoountered  in  movement  of  personnel,  mail  and  materiel  to  and  from 
base  camp  at  LAI  KHE.  This  problem  was  solved  late  in  tho  operation  by  the 
assignment  of  one  Ctt-2  aircraft  por  day  directly  to  the  Mo, 

(5)  Class  HZ*  There  were  no  problems-  enoountered  in  refueling 
of  aircraft  and  vehicles. 


s>‘)^  a»  Special4 Equipment:  Die  only  items  of  special  equipment  used  by  2d 
Bde  wero  the  Anti— Intrusion  Device  nnfl  the  lJD5nm  howitzer  "Beehive"  round* 

Die  anti-intrusion  devices  were  emplaced  around  ambush  patrols  and  forward  of 
perimeters,  receiving  a  high  degree  of  troop  acceptance.  Since  none  of  these 
positions  were  actually  probed,  the  overall  merit  of  the  device  cannot  be 
commented  upon.  In  a  Him  manner'  "Beehive"  annunition  was  distributed  to 
various  howitzer  firing  positions,  but  was  never  employed  against  an  attacking 
■  cissy. 


b.  Techniques:  Throughout  Cporation  EL  PASO  III  2d  Bde  units  endeavored 
to  castor  established  techniques  and  develop  new  ones.  In  this  regard  the 
;  operation  demonstrated  the  potential  of  displacing  2  inch  mortars  (1st 
i  Assault  Arty)  by  U&JD  helicopter  to  provide  assaulting  units  prompt  add 
responsive  fire  support,  the  value  of  saturating  areas  undor  dense  jungle 
canopies  with  5-7  man  recon  patrols  to  determine  evidence  of  recent  VC  movement, 
the  need  for  airborne  radio  relays  when  elements;  are  operating  in  dense 
vegetation  on  the  fringe  of  radio  reception,  the  import  once  of  bringing  the  air 
mission  commander  into  the  planning  for  air  mobile  operations  at  the  earliest 
possible  time,  and  the  importance  of  effecting  close  cooperation  with  local 
GVN  farces  and  enlisting  their  participation  in  these  operations. 


12.  (C)  COMMANDER'S  ANALYSIS:  When  the  2d  Bde  moved  to  QUAN  LOT  on  12  July 
it  was  virtually  a  new  unit.  Gone  were  most  of  the  off icore  and  non-commissioned 
officers-  who  had  served  in  it  sinoo  its  arrival  in  country.  In  their  place 
were  men,  now  to  the  2d  Bde  and'  new  to  Vietnam,  Rapidly  fashioning  themselves 
into  on  effective  fighting  unit,  those  non  of  the  2d  Bde  held  major  VC  forces 
at  boy  in  BIHH  LONG  Province  and  provontod  the  VC  from  exerting  thoir  influence 
along  Highway  13,  After  having  controlled  this  road  for  do  long  a  period  of 
time,  the  2  Bde'S  control  of  this  area  doubtlessly  caused  VC  to  lose  a  great 
deal  of  prestige  among  the  populace. 


13.  (C)  CONCLUSION  AND  LESSONS  LEARNED: 


a.  Conclusion:  While  VC  activity  in  the  EL  PASO  III  operational  area 
was  a  minimal,  the  operation  was"  a  success  in  that  during  it  the  Bde  crystallized 
into  an  effective  fighting  force,  and  one  that  will  make  its  presence  felt  to 
the  Viet  Cong  in  the  months  to  come. 


b.  Lessons  Learned: 


(l)  4,2  in«h  Mortar  Support.  During  the  operation  elements  of  the 
1st  Assault  Artillery  Battery  (Idghtheoroe  Artillery)  were  airlifted  by  UB-1D 
helicopters  into  the  battle  nroa  on  repeated  occasions.  This  technique 
provided  an  effective  means  of  insuring  close  aid  continuous  firo  support  for 
infantry  units.  Doe  IZ's  ecrailahlo  wore  often  small  onos,  which  allowed  a 
/  mrnrhmTn  of  only  4  UH»1B;  aircraft  to  land  at  a  tine*  Sinoo  the  Battery  ro- 
tfulred  that  helicopters  land  the  mortars  at  ind'ividual  firing  positions, 
accurate  positioning  of  the  helicopters  •vOS  required.  Hr  landing  a  group  of 
two  to  four  helicopters  in  a  single  lift  with  a  time  interval  of  two  to  throb 
minutes  botwoon  lifts,  a  smooth  and  orderly  entry  and  exit  fTcm  the  IS  ■was 
obtained. 


(2)  Long  Range  Recon  Patrols,  The  Lohg  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol 
(LRHP)  technique  van  employed  rogular ly  into  areas  approximately  6  kilometers 
square.  This  area  was  saturated  with  up  to  five  patrols  of  five  to  seven  men 
each,  which  wore  inserted  and  extracted  b^  helicopter.  In  all  instances  these 
returned  to  base  with  required  information  os  the  area.  This  fact  showed  that 
besio  Infantrymen  could  be  sent  out  on  long  range  reconnaissance  patrols  and 
accomplish  whatever  missions  they  wore  assigned. 


0,  Rapid  Reaction  to  Intelligence  Gained  ly  IBRI1'  s  are  an 

effective  means  of4  performing  reconnaissance  of  a  large  area.  When  employ¬ 
ing  +.Ma  technique,  sufficient  helicopters  to  move  &  RRF  of  it  least  a  conw 
pony  should  be  at  the  airstrip  with  personnel  standing  by  on  strip  alert  for 

isEOdintO  employment* 


ro^&oevitnt- 

rs  r^, 

d.  Radio  Raley,  When  operating  in  thick  jangle  is  often  neoessaxy 
to  pot  an  airborne  relay  in  support  of  ground  unit#,  fills  rolay  should  in 
all  oases  he  a  fixed  wing  aircraft.  It  should  bo. assigned  to  support  only- 
one  battalion  at  a  tire.  It  should  never  be  allowed  to  toocDe  a.  "crutch"} 
units  should  continually  try  to  establish  contact  with  base  station, 

e.  Joint  Operations,  When  operating  in  close  proximity  to  CIDG  or 
AKVN  units,  coordination  of  operations  and  fire  support  is  essential,  A. 
daily  briefing  attended  by  representatives  of  all  of  the  units  operating  in 
the  area  proved  to  be  an  effective  method  of  aecospllehing  the  coordination, 

f.  Services,  When  a  battalion  operates  indepeedontly  from  a  base, 

I  such  as  LOO- NIMH,  for  extended  periods  of  time*  services  such  as  shower  points* 
a  TK'w'|n  PI,  «nd  laundry  facilities  should  be  made  available,  A  shower  point 
does  much  to  raise  the  morale  and  appearance  of  a  unit, 

I  g.  Air  Mobile  Operations,  Landing  Zones  used  for  alinobile  operations 
were  of  varied  size  and  configuration,  A  reconnaissance  with  the  alx  mission 
comandor  prior  to  the  operation}  a  thorough  briefing,  and  strict  adhere noo 
to  the  plan  developed,  insured  success  of  an  operation.  In  ell  instanoes  the 
i  air  mission  oemmonder  should  ba  brought  into  the  planning  ab  fie  early  a.  time 
as  possible, 

h,  Armored  Vehicle  Leunchod  Dridgo,  The  anral  lability  of  an  AVXP  would 
.greatly  enhance  the  mobility  of  1/4  Cavalry  and  should  be  provided  that 
•  Squadron  as  a  TCE  item, 

jm  THE  CCMOWERi  ,  ' 
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1st  Infantry  Divisicr^. 

APO  IB  Forces  9634* 

AVDB-VB-C  20  Angu3t  1966 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (iACV/RCS/J3/32) 


TTitU:  Commanding  C-encral 

1st  Infantry  Division 
APO  US  Forces  96345 


TO:  Commander 

I3S  lUlitery  Assistance  Command,  Vietnam 

ATTN:  J321 

APO  DS  Forces  96243 


1.  HAKE  A®  TffE  CF  DERATION:  Operatt.cn  EL  PASO  II  -  Security  and  Search 
end  destroy. 

2.  DATES,  oy  OPERATION:  021430  June  1966  to  141300  July  1966. 

3.  LOCATION  OF  OPERATION:  3 US  LONG  and  PHTTOC  LOJIG  Provinces. 

4.  .  CQ-SIAIB  EEAD9IIARTER3:  3D  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division, 

5.  tost  casamgRa.- 

Colonel  William  D  Brodbeck,  Commanding  Officer  3d  Brigade 

Lt  Cola  Kyle  W  Bcvio,  CO  2?2f>  Infantry 

Lt  Col.  Lee  S  Henry,  00  1/16  Infantry  (2  June  -  20  June  1966) 

Lt  Col.  Rufus  C  Lazzel,  CO  1/16  Infantry  (20  Juhe  -  10  July  1966) 

Lt  Col.  Karber  McChryatal,  CO  2/13  Infantry 
Lt  Col.  Robert  Haldane,  CO  1/28  Infantry 
Lt  Col,  Leonard  L  Levano,  CO  1/4  Cavalry 
Lt  Cci.  Frank  R  Ti*-fw  CO  2/33  Artillery 

6.  TASK  ORGANIZATION:  The  Task  Organisation  changed  throughout  the  operas 
tion.  The  following  units  wore  at  various  times  under  CBCQN  of  tho  3d  Brigade 
during  'V-ratton  EL  PASO  XJt 

Headquarters  3d  Brigado 

.  2/28  Infantry  2/18  Infantry 

l/l6  Infantry  1/4  Cavalry  (-) 

1/28  Infantry  2/33  Artillory 


f 


ATOB-H2--C  20  August  1966 

SOBJECTj  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  itiiCy/^C3/J3,'32) 

7.  SPFPORTIK^tT.CSSt  [  ' 

a.  Artillery; 

(1)  Siea  of  Force:  The  size  of  tho  artillary  foros  supporting 
the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  during  Operation  EL  FASO  n  vorlod  as  the  tactical  si¬ 
tuation  varied,  While  efc  IOC  HII3  from  2  Juno  to  6  Juno  the  artillery  consisted 
of  2/33  Artillery  minus  one  battery.  On  6  Juno  an  additional  artillery  battery, 

C  Battery  2/13  Artillery,  was  attached  to  2/33  Artillery  and  moved  to  MU®  THANH 
and  C  Battery  1/V  Artillery  was  moved  to  HOI;  -lHAll  and  attached  to  2/33  Artillery, 

On  26  June,  C  Battery  2/13  Artillory  moved  to  vio  SONG  BE  and  was  dotaohod  from 
2/33  Artillery,  On  27  June  3  Battery  l/5  Artillery  and  C  Battery  2/13  Artillery 
vio  SOITG  BE  were  attached  to  2/33  Artillery  and  C  Battery  l/l  Artillory  at  OUAN 
LOI  was  detached.  2/33  Artillory  (-)  moved  to  SONG  BE  on  30  Juno  1966,  A  Battery 
2/33  Artillery  was  detached  and  moved  to  XT815905.  On  2  July  the  2/33  Artillory 
moved  oloments  from  SONG  BE  to  LOC  NIHK.  Firing  batteries  under  2/33  Artillory 
at  this  time  woro  3  3attory  l/5  Artillery  and  C  Battory  2/13  Artillory.  On  16 
July  Hoadquartors  Battery  2/33  Artillory  moved  back  to  LAI  KHE  from  LOC  NINE  ter¬ 
minating  EL  PASO  II  for  the  artillory.  B  Battery  1/5  Artillery  moved  to  PHOTO 
VliE  and  C  Battory  C  Battery  2/13  Artillory  movod  to  PHU  LOI  on  16  July  1966. 

(2)  How  and  Vhon  Employed!  Tho  2/33  Artillory,  at  timos  bdng 
rsinforood  by  GS  artillery,  vas  in  direct  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  Taok  Foroe. 

It  was  also  used  to  roinforce  other  artillory  units  supporting  other  Brigades.. 
During  Operation  EL  PASO  II  the  battalion  with  attached  bnttorios  expended 
21,227  rounds  of  105mm  in  support  of  tho  3d  Brigade  Task  Force, 

2d  Brigade  Task  Foroo  and  Division  operations. 

(3)  Results  of  Artillory  Fire:  Throughout  operations  tho  firoo  of 
the  artillery  woro  aeourato  and  violent.  Tho  artillery  provided  highly  effeotive 
does  in  fires  to  the  2/2S  Infh.try  in  tho  Battlo  of  LOC  Nil®  ROBBER  PLANTATION. , 

It  was  rosponsiblo  for  forcing  tho  VC  to  floe  and  oausod  many  VC  casualties  as 
the  VC  attempted  to  escape.  Enomy  losses  attributed  to  tho  artillery  supporting 
the  3d  Brigade  Task  Foroo  were  18  KIA  (BC),  14  KIA  (Possible)  aid  3  mortars 
neutralized, 

b.  Air  Forces  The  Air  Forco  contributed  significantly  to  tho  high 
degree  of  suoeoss  of  Oporation  EL  PASO  II  by  flying  514  preplanned  olose  air  sup¬ 
port  sorties  and  159  inmediato  sorties.  Closo  air  support  was  considered  the  deci¬ 
sive  factor  in  the  success, of  tho  battle  on  8  June  along  Highway  13,  The  3d 
Brigade  FAC’s  were  also  uaod  to  boll  in  airstrikos  for  tho  1st  Brigade  in  airport 
of  the  2/18  Infantry  on  2  July  1966.  In  spite  of  tho  weather  on  2  July  which 

was  ragged  ovorcast  oonditlon  about  350  feet  above  ground  lovol,  19  immediate 
strikes  verb  diroetod  by  3d  Brigade  FAC'  a  against  the  VC  forco  assaulting  the 
2/18  Infantry,  Theso  strikes  woro  credited  with  breaking  the  VC  assault.  The 
performance  of  tho  FAC's  and  striko  pilots  was  outstanding.  The  fighter  sorties 
woro  flown  os  listed  bolowi 
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..  „  ?•  Air  Support!  Hiring  Operation  EL  PAS®  II  tho  3d  Brimdn  AiH« 

tion  Section  flow  a  total  of  319  aiasiona  for  a  total  of  t£  a^!" 
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SUBJECT  i  Combat  Operations  Aftor  Aotion  Report  (MACV/HCS/J3/32)  , 

2A?- 

8.  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Estim'.te  of  VC  Strongth:  Intolligenoo  received  prior  to  Operation 
XL  PASO  II  was  not  rooolvod  In  tho  form  of  a  dotoilod  intelligence  Annex*  but 
instead  came  in  the  form  of  a . classified  TviX.  Tho  TWI  stutod  that  documents  had 

<  been  obtained  Indicating  the  VC  9th  Division  would  bogin  a  monsoon  effonsivo  in 
BINH  LONG  Province  by  attacking  and  destroying  ARVN  Poroos  and  tho  DB  Spodal 
Foroos  Camps  in  tho  LOC  13115!  (XD7309)  or  AH  LOC  (XT7588)  areas.  The  onemy  was 
boliovod  to  havo  tho  capability  of  employing  four  main  feroo  regiments  supported 
by  four  hoavy  woapons  battalions  in  addition  to  employiont  of  smaller  main  or 
local  force  units.  The  VC  woro  boliovod  to  be  eapiblo  of  rcinforoing  within  48 
hours  by  two  main  forco  rogimonts  and  one  hoavy  weapons  battalion.  It  was  also 
bolieved  that  the  VC  would  support  thair  capabilities  with  extensive  road  blocks 
and  mining  along  Hwy  13  in  tho  vicinity  of  AH  LOC  and  LCC  NIHI  and  oxtensivo  mor¬ 
tar  attacks  on  tho  oirfiolds  at  XH  LOC  and  LOC  HUE, 

b.  Souroo  of  Intelligcnco  Hoooivod  Prior  to  ths  Oporationj  Headquartors 
1st  Infantry  Division  was  tho  prim-ary  source  of  prior  intolligonoo  information, 
Dctailod  information  was  not  givon  due  to  ominonco  of  tho  VC  throat,  A  groat 
dool  of  low-lovol  intolligonoo  information  was  rooolvod  from  Speoial  Forces 
Camps  at  AN  LOC,  LOC  III1E,  and  SOHO  3E,  and  also  from  ARVH  authorities  in  tho 

same  locations.  Headquartors,  1st  Infantry  Division  estimated  aooounts  of  VC  oapa- 
bilitios  and  probabio  ooursos  of  aotion  provod  t°  bo  quito  acoutato  as  tho  situa¬ 
tion  developed. 

o.  Situation  Anticipated  in  tho  S&joctive  Aroa:  DS  Foroos  woro  deployed 
primarily  in  a  dofonsiva  posturo,  pro  pared  to  roact  and  oxplolt  VC  contacts.  As 
a  rule  the  VC  do  hot  conduct  major  ground  assaults  against  DS  hold  areas.  Tho 
reason  for  this  i&  that  the  DS  dofonsive  positions  oovor  a  largo  area,  they  ore 
not  fixed,  thoy  can  bo  rapidly  roinforoed  and  they  us  us  ally  aro  woll  patrolled. 

It  was  folt  tho  VC  would  probably  omploy  ambush  techniques  against  small  DS 
force  ©laments,  mortar  attaoks  on  installations,  and  if  VC  foroos  oould  bo  fixad 
they  would  fight, 

d.  Situation  Enoountorod  During  tho  Operation:  Tharo  ware  two  major 
engagements  by  3d  Brigado  Task  Foroo  units,  ona  on  8  Juno  by  A  Troop  1st  Squadron 
4th  Cavalry  and  ono  by  2d  Battalion  28th  Infantry  on  11  Juno  1966. 

On  4  June  1966  VC  foroos  firod  approximately  25-35  mortar  rounds  on 
3d  Brigado  Task  Foroo  and  l/9th  Infantry  ARVN  positions  around  LOC  NINE  Airfield, 

At  tho  samo  timo  an  estimated  2  VC  squads  successfully  infiltrated  tho  town  of 
LX  HUE  and  ass.assinr.tod  tho  polioo  chiof.  At  approximately  0545  hours  5  July 
1966  VC  faro  as  attached  a  Popular  Forcos  platoon  vie  XU742132  and  at  some  time 
the  hamlet  chiof  of  hamlet  via  XU741158  was  assassinated.  During  this  samo  time 
poiiod  ground  troops  patrolling  around  tho  LX  NIIE  area  found  indications  of  VC 
fortifications  with  overhead  oovor  and  further  excavation  of  oxlsting  drainage 
troneh  systems  throughout  tho  LX  KINK  Rubber  Plantation,  Tho  VC  terror  campaign 
diroe ted  against  loyal  GVH  londors  and  the  oxlstanoo  of  rcoontly  constructed 
fortifications  oonfirmod  tho  VC  intentions  of  conducting  a  major  campaign  in  the 
LOO  WEE  aroa. 
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On  S  June  1966  at  approximately  1440  hours  A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  while 
traveling  north  along  Highway  13  made  contact  with  what  was  initially  roportod  to 
b:  ICO  VC  vici.iity  XT7&74.  The  VC  detonated  a  mino  to  halt  the  load  vohiolo  of 
tho  convoy  and  then  employed  rccoillcss  weapons  and  mortar  fire  along  tho  convoy, 
'..’•ivos  of  infantry  assaulted  tho  vehicles  and  personnel  from  both  sides  of  tho  road 
utilizing  the  traditional  Viet  Cong  ambush  technique  of  a  brief,  violent  attack 
1th  rmadaun  firepower,  Tho  VC  were,  howovor,  soundly  defeated  by  close  tactical 
air  support  and  return  fire  by  the  personnel  of  A  Troop  l/4  Cavalryj  and  thoy  ■ 
were  later  driven  from  the  battlefield  'oy  tho  2/ 18  Infantry,  VC  frrcoa  wore  lutor 
identified  as  olcaents  of  tho  VC  272  Regiment.  Thoy  lost  105  killed  by  body  count 
including  the  battalion  comandor  of  tho  1st  Battalion,  and  on  estimated  200  killed 
whose  bodies  wore  not  counted. 

At  0730  hr3  11  Juno  1966  two  platoons  of  A  Company  2J2&  Infantry  and 
a  platoon  of  C3DG  soldi ors  from  tho  LOC  NIKH  Special  Forces  Camp  made  contact  with 
an  estimated  force  of  50-60  VC  vie  XIT710100,  Contact  was  maintained  throughout 
the  day  with  final  contact  being  broken  at  approximately  1730  hours.  As  tho  situa¬ 
tion  dovolopod  during  the  day  C  Cenpany  was  sont  to  roinforco  A  Company.  Both 
conpanios  soon  becano  engaged  with  at  least  two  company  size  units,  one  by  A 
Company  vie  XU175096  and  one  by  C  Company  vie  3OT722112.  Throughout  tho  engage¬ 
ment  tho  VC  socn3d  wo 11  organ! zod,  voll  trained  and  responded  well  to  tactics 
of  firo  and  maneuver.  At  ono  point  during  tho  battle  the  VC  very  effectively 
used  fire  and  maneuver  to  inflict  heavy  casualties  on  tho  reconnaissance  platoon 
when  they  attempted  to  assault  tho  VC  positions  vie  XIT722122,  Tho  reconnaissance 
platoon  attempted  to  flank  tho  VC  positions  by  moving  from  west  to  east  across 
Hill  177,  Tho  VC,  evidently  realizing  the  situation,  sot  up  a  base  of  fire  from 
the  oast  side  of  Hill  177  and  maneuvered  on  element  around  tho  back  elope  of  the 
bill,  ■  Attacking  from  the  north,  the  VC  engaged  the  reconnaissance  platoon  in  a 
drainage  ditch  and  placed  a  heavy  volume  of  firo  down  the  ditch  inflicting  heavy 
casualties  on  the  platoon.  VC  forces  in  this  area  were  overrun  and  scattered 
by  use  of  artillery  supporting  fires  and  an  assault  by  C  Cempaty.  A  Company  re¬ 
inforced  by  B  Company  conducted  an  assault  against  remaining  VC  forces  vie  XTT715- 
096  causing  then  to  break  contact  and  move  south.  They  later  split  moving  south¬ 
west  and  southeast  to  escape  CIDG  blocking  forces.  VC  forces  were  identified  as 
the  707  battalion,  273  Regiment,  Thoy  lost  96  killed  by  body  count. 

Throughout  the  remainder  of  th"  operation  no  major  contacts  were  made 
by  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  elements  although  bther  Division  elements  made  eigrdfi-  '  > '  ■ 
cant  contacts  with  the  271  and  272  Regiments.  From  captured  prisoners  It  was 
learned  that  9th  VC  Division  had  boon  reinforced  by  North  Vietnamese  infiltrators, 

e.  Terrain  Features ,  Obstaoles  and  Weather:  Terrain  in  BUM  LONG  Pro¬ 
vince  starting  fhon  the  southern  bordor  and  working  north  for  about  fifteen  kilo- 
notors  was  flat  with  sandy  soil,  Tho  land  then  became  hilly  with  the  hills  be¬ 
coming  larger  towards  tho  north.  There  were  two  mountains  in  the  province,  the G 10 
Mountain  just  south  of  the  QUAN  LOI  Rubber  Plantation  and  the  DORIC  LOW)  Mountains 
three  kilometers  west  of  LOC  NINH,  Vegetation  consisted  primarily  of  rain  forest 
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jungle  except  for  the  northwestern  comor  which  has  thin  forested  area*  and  largo 
rubber  plantation  areas  alra^  F*  gfreny  !Y*  in  fie  AiT  LOC  end  LOO  NINH  areas.  The 
two  principal  rivers  in  thu  province  e^i-v  us  the  western  (SAIGON  RIVER)  and  eastern 
(SONG  BE  RIVER)  boundaries  for  the  pros*.-*-  *. 

Weather  during  the  purled  vos  eao.raoterized  by  the  nonsoon  season 
■with  early  morning  low  ceilings  and  poor  visibility.  Late  morning  i  aid  early 
afternoon  ceilings  wero  1500  to  2000  f  .-et  with- nod. era te  to  heavy  rains  in  the 
late  afternoon  and  evenings.  All  aii’.i.bilo  operations  were  restricted  to  periods 
of  favorable  weather  conditions, 

9.  MISSION*  There  was  no  f  rr  'il  written  order  initiating  deration  EL 
PASO  II,  The  3d  Brigade  received  a  verbal  FRAG  ORDER  on  2  June  1966  to  dispatch 
1  infantry  bnttali  ..n  t-  LOC  NINH  ra  2  June  to  assist  the  defense  of  the  LOC  NIHH 
area  and  to  establish  a  Brigade  TAG  CP  at  HAN  QUXN.  Subsequent  nissions  wore 
rooeivod  during  the  operation  ar.1  ns  the  situation  change. 

,10.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATIONS; 

The  initial  concopt  uf  operations  was  to  provide  security  to  tho  LOC  n 

NIHH  airfield  with  one  infantry  batta.lion,  Subsequently  other  units  were  oomit- 
ted  to  the  area  thus  increasing  tho  sueurity  nission  to  inolude  the  HAN  QUA"  area. 
With  tho  addition  of  more  forces  tho  3d  Brigade  ooncept  was  to  provide  seourity 
to  tho  assigned  areas  and  to  oonduat  operations  within  the  area  of  operations  in 
an  ettenpt  to  locato  and  d-.ritr-y  W  £•  .*  -s. 

11.  EXECUTION* 

The  3d  Brigade  Task  Foroo  initiated  Operation  EL  PASO  II  at  023X30  June 
1966  with  the  movement  of  the  Z/"&  Infantry  by  fixed  wing  aircraft  free  LAI  SHE 
to  LOC  NINH,  Upon  arrival  at  LOC  NINH  the  2/28  Infantry  began  preparing  defensive 
positions  around  the  LOC  NIHH  airfield  in  conjunction  with  9th  ARVN  Regiment 
Forces  and  the  CIDG  forces.  A  3d  Brigade  TAG  CP  was  move  to  HAN  QUAN  and  begco. 
operating  on  2  June  1966.  D  Trorp  l/4  Cavalry  was  moved  to  LOC  NINE  and  plaeed 
under  CPCON  of  the  31  Brigade.  TT10  ?/33  Artillery  (-)  was  moved  to  LOC  NIHH  to 
support  ^26  Infantry. 

On  3  June  the  2/3&  Infantry  continued  to  improve  defensive  positions 
around  LOC  NINH  airfield  and  conduct  local  patrolling.  Negative  contact  was 
reported,  D  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  oonducted  visual  reoonnaissonoe  around  the  LOC 
HD®  area.  At  031145  hrs  June  the  armed  helioopters  of  D  Troop  1/4  Cavalry 
located  a  fortified  village  vio  XU618004  and  destroyed  2  buildings  and  damaged 
3  more,  D  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  inserted  2  delta  teams  into  an  area  southwest  of 
LOC  NINH  along  tho  border  at  031915  June  1966, 

Oa  4  June  the  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  defend  the  LOC  NINH  area  and 
conduct  local  potyonn®  in  junction  with  ARVN  forces.  No  contact  was  report 
ed,  Tho  two  LRHP  teams  ftrem  D  Troop  1 //  Urrclry  continued  to  operate  along  the 
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Canbcdian  border  and  at  1530  hrs  ono  team  spotted  34  VC  carrying  individual  wea¬ 
pons,  ono  81nn  nortar  and  one  30  cal  mnchtnc.'un  vie  XU592939,  The  VO  were  moving 
from  Northeast  to  Southwest,  At  2220  bus  8  inc-'jning  81m  mortar  rounds  coning 
from  vie  XU775036  landed  around  the  LOC  liKI  airstrip  hitting  and  damaging  3  LCH 
and  4  UH1D  from  D  Troop  l/4  Cavalry.  At  tao  sano  tine  A  Conpany  2/23  Infantry 
patrol  spotted  approximately  150  porsonncl  vie  ALT’ 27088.  Additional  incasing 
mortar  rounds  cane  into  the  area  and  ihc  southern  edge  of  the  LOC  NINE 
airstrip  hitting  tho  ARVIi  camp.  Also,  me  VC  nmbushod  the  LOC  NINH  police  sta¬ 
tion  wounding  the  police  chief  and  another  policeman.  At  2230  hrs  A  Company 
2/28  Infantry  and  the  Special  Forces  camp  reported  more  incoming  mortar  rounds. 
Armed  helicopters  from  D  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  knocked  out  3  mortar  positions  vie 
XD718080,  XU717076,  and  XtP17070.  Again  ft  2245  hrs  more  incoming  nortar  rounds 
hit  the  ARVN  camp  and  the  village  of  LOC  NINH.  A  Company  2/26  Infantry  patrol 
returned  and  nortar  fire  was  placed  on  XU727088.  All  enemy  nortar  fire  ceased 
by  2300  hours,  Airstrikes  were  oallod  into  the  areas  to  tho  south  and  west  of 
LOC  NINH,  The  VC  mortar  attack  resulted  in  tho  following  casualties:  2/28  Infan¬ 
try  -  2  KIAj  2/33  Artillery  -  1  WIAj  D  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  -  4  WIAj  2/9  ARVN 
Regiment  -  18  WIAj  CJDG  -  5  WIA  and  1  civilian  killed  and  3  civilians  wounded. 

3  LQK  and  4  OHlD  from  D  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  were  damaged. 

On  5  June  the  2/28  Infantry  dispatched  patrols  to  investigate  the  areas 
where  suspected  VC  mortar  positions  were  located.  A  patrol  from  A  Company  2/28 
Infantry  found  a  well  dug  in  mortar  position  along  with  20  rounds  of  81mm  oannis- 
ter,  15  rounds  of  81nm  mortar  and  nuaer  us  foxholes  vie  XU725067.  The  mortar 
fire  from  2/28  Infantry  the  niEht  of  4  Juno  had  covered  the  area  well  as  evidenced 
by  shattered  trees  in  'the  area.  The  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  improve  their 
defensive  positions  around  the  LOC  Nil®  airfiold,  D  Troop  3/4  Cavalry  was  serious¬ 
ly  hampered  by  the  mortar  attack  on  4  June  which  had  damaged  their  airoraft.  At 
1230  hours  LRRP  # 1  made  contact  with  6  VC  vie  XT603924,  As  the  team  was  extract¬ 
ed  they  received  fire  and  the  doorv-gunner  killed  2  VC,  Tho  extraction  heliooptar 
was  slightly  damaged  by  the  fire. 

On  6  June  the  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  improve  defensive  positions 
around  the  LOC  NINH  airfield  and  conduct  local  patrolling  in  conjunction  with  ARVN 
Forces.  D  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  ponduotod  inspections  on  their  aircraft.  At  1250  hrs 
the  l/l6  Infantry  was  moved  by  fixed  wing  aircraft  fraa  LAI  KHE  to  LOC  NINH  clos¬ 
ing  at  1615  hours.  The  l/l6  Infantry  then  conducted  a  oembat  assault  into  an  LZ 
southeast  of  LOC  NINH  vio  3W603  and  established  a  base  area  vie  2OT71Q43.  C 
Battery  2/13  Axtillory  was  moved  by  CH47  and  0123  airoraft  into  the  LOC  NINH  air¬ 
field  and  then  to  tho  l/L6  Infantry  base  area.  The  3d  Brigade  CP  displaced  from 
HAN  QHAN  and  LAI  KHE  to  LOC  NINH.  There  was  negative  enemy  contact  during  the 
day. 

On  7  June  tho  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security  to  the  LOC 
NINH  airfiold  and  conduct  local  patrolling  in  conjunction  with  ARVN  Forces  result¬ 
ing  in  negative  oontact.  The  1/5.6  Infantry  continued  to  improve  their  defensive 
positions  and  0 endue t  1  oempany  S&D  operation  and  2  platoon  else  S6D  operations, 

A  Company  1/16  Infantry  conducted  on  S&D  operation  in  the  village  at  X0770060  and 
in  tho  village  at  XU770065  where  they  picked  up  5  VOS#  Villagers  stated  that 
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around  the  1st  of  June,  20-30  VC  dressed  in  various  uniform?  and  armed  with  car¬ 
bines  wore  seen  north  of  tho  vUlago  moving  wast  to  voat,  D  Trocp  l/4  Cavalry 
conducted  visual  reconnaissanco  around  tho  area  of  operations  and  spotted  now 
fortifications  around,  the  village  vie  XD7913.  The  3d  Brigade  CP  remained  at 
IOC  NINH, 


At  060730  June  1966  A  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  doparted  PHD  LOT  onrouto  to  AN  L0C* 
They  stopped  at  LAX  KHS,  rofueled,  pinked  up  a  platoon  fraa  D  Coopaay  1st  Engr 
and  departed  at  1215  hours.  At  1415  hours  tho  load  vehicle  hit  a  mine  vie  XT765- 
745  which  stopped  tho  column.  Immediately  the  column  was  takon  undor  ii.ro  by 
intense  recoiless  riflo  and  mortar  fire.  The  column  returned  tho  fl<v  and  coll¬ 
ed  for  close  air  support.  The  3d  platoon  was  loading  at  the  time  and  the  sooond 
platoon  pushed  through  them  in  ordor  to  plaoe  maximum  firo  on  tho  crumy.  The 
main  attack  of  the  VC  was  placed  along  3  kilometers  of  road  and  all  platoons 
were  fully  engaged.  It  was  reported  that  a  tank  end  an  APC  wore  frit  off  from 
the  main  body.  The  FAC  immediately  contacted  this  olems:it  and  brought  in  close 
alrstrikes  as  the  VC  made  attempts  to  overrun  their  portion.  The  unit  moved  into 
a  perimeter  in  order  to  evacuate  tho  wounded.  The  Fi.G  ruportod  that  tho  VC  had 
captured  1  APC  and  driven  int1  the  jungle  with  the  lights  on.  Aft*'  tno  fighting 
had  subsided  the  trail  party  of  A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  rs>  c&llad  up  frma  CJ0I1  THAN  , 
to  retroive  the  disabled  vehicle.  The  lead  vehicle.  vf  tin  trail  party  hit  a  mine 
and  the  trail  party  come  under  mortar  and  recoi.jJ.es a  rifle  fire,  die  tank  took 
two  direct  hits  from  a  mortar  throwing  the  vehicle  o. inlander  from  tho  vehicle.- 
With  tho  aid  of  close  air  support  the  trail  party  u«e  able  to  oonbiujr,  on  and 
effect  link-15)  with  tho  mala  body.  Thu  2 \jy&  luianiry  land..!  eo  oh.  north  and 
swept  south  joining  A  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  in  their  HON  position  vie  E76&748. 

On  9  June  the  2/18  Infantry  and  A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  continued  to  police  the 
area  of  the  Battle  on  8  June  1966.  Dpon  completion,  A  xrc-op  1/4  Cavalry  and  1 
company  2/18  Infantry  moved  by  road  to  the  HAN  QDAN  Airfield  and  tho  3/18  Infan¬ 
try  (-)  was  lifted  by  air  to  the  same  location.  Hero  they  bogan  to  prepare  de¬ 
fensive  positions.  A  and  B  Companies  1/16  Infantry  remai"tod  at  HAN  QI3AN  during 
tho  day  as  RRF  under  OPCON  of  2/18  Infantry.  At  1829  hours  A  and  3  Companios 
l/l6  Infantry  returned  to  the  1/16  Infantry  base  area  vie  XU77X0/,';.  Tho  2/26 
Infantry  continued  tc  provide  soourdty  to  tho  LOC  NINH  area  and  conducted  local 
patrolling  with  negative  contact.  The  Z/?.  Infantry  remained  in  a  blocking  posi¬ 
tion  vio  XU673740  during  the  day  and  at  1520  hours  cono  undor  QPCC1I  of  tho  1st 
Brigade.  C  Battory  2/33  Artillery  completed  thoir  move  to  MINH  THANH  oloelng  at 
1025  hours  and  came  under  control  of  2/13  Artillery  at  1900  hours.  A  Battory 
3/33  Artillery  was  located  at  LOC  NINE,  C  Battery  2/13  Artillery  looatod  vio 
X0771043  and  C  Battory  1/7  Artillery  at  HAN  QDAN,  The  Brigade  CP  remained  at 
LOC  NINH. 


On  10  June  the  3/l6  Infantry  conducted  local  S&D  operations  in  thoir  TAQR 
with  negative  contact.  The  ^18  Infantry  continued  to  improve  defensive  positions 
around  the  HON  QDAN  airfield  and  oonduot  local  patrolling  vie  HON  QliAN,  A  Troop 
l/4  Cavalry  remained  attaohed  to  2/l8  Infantry  and  oonducted  caro  and  mnintonanoe 
•of  equipment  at  HON  QDAN.  C  Company  2/28 'Infantry  oonduotod  a  combat  assault 
into  an  LZ  vio  XD715181  at  1500  hrs  and  search; 1  the  village  vie  1D712175  with 
negative  results.  C  Company  2/28  Infantry  was  extract -J  from  this  same  LZ  at 
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1705  hours,  A  and  B  Companies  2/28  Infantry  conducted  local  patrolling  vie  LOC 
■SIKH  and  provided  security  to  the  LOC  N1NH  airfield.  The  Brigade  CP  remained  at 
LOO  HITS. 

On  11  Juno  1966  the  Battlo  of  LOC  NT.NH  Rubber  antati  on  occurred  in¬ 

volving  a  largo  VC  force  and  the  3d  Brigade.  The  battle  was  conducted  under  the 
canopy  of  the  gently  rolling  LOC  Kliffl  Rubber  Plantation  two  kilometers  vest  and 
northwest  of  LOC  NISH  (XU7 37097 Vegetation  under  the  60  foot  rubber  trees  was 
negligible.  Weather  for  the  operation  was  fair  with  the  exception  of  heavy 
ground  fog  in  the  early  morning.  The  fog  delayed  the  heliborne  portion  of  the 
operation  from  0600  hrs  until  0815  hrs  when  the  ground  fog  dissipated  sufficient¬ 
ly  to  allow  the  HU1D  helicopters  to  make  their  lift  of  one  CIDG  platoon  and  one 
platoon  from  A  Company  3/28  Infantry  into  the  LZ  vie  XU702112 

The  ground  blocking  elements,  two  platoons  frcm  A  Company  2/28  Infantry, 
departed  the  LOC  RINH  area  at  (7715  hrs  along  ROUTE  RED  and  ROUTE  BLUE,  respective¬ 
ly,  At  0735  hours  these  elements  reported  receiving  SA  fire  from  approximately 
one  platoon  of  VC  vie  XU715093.  A  Company’s  81mm  mortars  were  fired  into  the 
area  with  unknown  results.  In  the  same  vicinity,  at  0810  hours,  the  blocking 
elements  had  three  wounded  by  SA  fire  from  the  VC  positions  at  the  top  of  Hill 
150.  The  film  mortars  from  A  Company  were  again  called  on  -the  hilltop.  Fellow., 
ing  the  mortar  barrage  the  two  blocking  platoons  moved  into  positions  to  the 
south  and  east  of  the  VC  locations  on  Hill  150  vie  XW715095. 

The  heliborno  elements  after  their  initial  landing,  headed  south  toward 
their  original  objective  of  the  Village  Number  10  ccmplox,  centered  at,XU71Q100. 
At '0849  hours  the  blocking  elements  reported  receiving:  nadainogun  flrb-  from  a 
bunker  at  XI7717095.'  Upon  receiving  'this  informatioh'.tho  CIDG-A  Company  elements 
altered  their  mission  and  moved  south  to  assist  against  what  was  now  estimated  to 
he  at.  least  one 'VC  platoon  entrehohpd'idtf't^>  of  Hill  15O. '"A  Company'  s  platoon 
moved  to  tho  north  of  the  VC  position  tying  in  with  tho  two  blocking  forces  on' 
the  Cash  and  south  thus  forming  a  U- shaped  ring  open  to  the  northwest.  The  CIDG 
platoon  attempted  to  penetrate  the  VC  position  from  the  northwest  but  was  repuls¬ 
ed  by  heavy  SA  and  AW  fire  coming  from  the  well  entrenched  enemy,  Tho  CIDG 
elements  then  displaced,  tying  in  with  A  Company1  s  blocking  elements  on  the 
south,  8lmn  mortars  were  immediately  called  in  to  the  north  sealing  off  any  VC 
routo  of  withdrawal. 

Due  to  the  intensity  of  the  fighting  C  Company  was  alerted  at  0910  hrs 
to  be  prepared  to  move  on  foot  to  assist  A  Company.  At  0940  hrs  C  Company  was 
ordered  to  move  in  support  of  the  elements  around  Hill  150.  By  1030  hrs  A  and 
C  Company  had  licked  up,  C  Company  moving  around  toward  XU713098.  As  C  Company 
moved  to  effect  tie  in,  A  Company  indioated  that  VC  were  moving  to  the  nerth- 
east  toward  Hill  177,  vie  JW 21111.  C  Company  was  thon  ordered  by  the  battalion 
commander  to  move  north  to  intercept  and  attack  the  VC  in  that  vicinity, 

Upon  approaching  XIT7 20104  C  Company  ran  into  intense  grojind  fire  from 
at  lc : t  one  TO  company  firmly  enure  nohod  In  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hill  177,  Artillery  and  4.2  Inch  mortar  fire  was  called  on  tho  VC 
positions  and  to  the  north  to  prevent  tho  VC  frcm  osoaping.  At  1200  hrs  C  Com¬ 
pany  requested  araunition  resupply  and  further  assistance  to  maneuver  against 
ttie  enemy  force.  In  loss  than  fifteen  minutes  two  helioopter  loads,  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  were  air-dropped  on  C  Company’ s  front  lines.  The  Reeonuaissanoe  Platoon 
was  imadiatoly  dispatched  on  foot  from  LOC  NINH  with  still  additional  emnuni- 
tion  and  a  mission  of  aiding  the  0  Ocapany  attackin'-  -'laments  south  of  Hill  177, 
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The  reconnaissanoe  element  moved  to  A  Company's  CP  location,  vie 
XU720092  and  then  proceeded  north  to  assist  C  Company,  killing  3  VC  snipers  along 
the  way.  At  1330  hrs  recon  and  C  Company  United  up  with  recon  being  plaoed  on  C 
Company' s  left  flank  vie  XU717104.  In  preparation  for  an  assault,  more  artillery 
was  fired  on  the  VC  positions  around  Hill  177.  The  attack  commenced  at  1425  hrs 
vjth  C  Company  on  line  east  to  west  and  the  recon  platoon  pinching  in  on  VC 
trenchwork  from  the  west  along  a  rldgoline  running  north  vie  XITCL5U3. 

At  this  point  the  VC  concentrated  their  firo.on  reeon  and  C  Company 
platoon  on  the  left,  hurling  grenades  and  firing  SA  from  the  trees.  Sirrultanioua- 
ly,  the  VC  began  hitting  tho  Reeon  Platoon' s  left  flank  with  intensified  SA  and 
AW  fire.  The  reoon  in  turn  attempted  to  fall  back  to  prevent  the  VC  enveloping 
movement.  While  in  the  process  of  accomplishing  this  maneuver  tho  VC  moved  a 
machinegun  into  a  tronch  occupied  by  tho  remaining  reoon  elements  resulting  in  tho 
VC  overrunning  the  positions.  C  Company  immediately  countered  with  its  reserve 
platoon,  eliminating  the  VC  resistance,  pushing  tho  enemy  off  Hill  177  into  the 
artillery  volleys  to  the  north  and  northwest,  terminating  this  portion  of  the 
battle  at  around  111615  Jun. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  A  Company  area  to  the  south,  consecutive  assaults 
from  the  north  and  west  failed  to  dislodge  the  VC  from  their  entrenched  positions, 

A  CIDG  Company  moving  west  on  patrol  was  diverted  into  a  blocking  position  via 
XV700090,  A  C•■..’any,  s  81mm  mortars  oontinued  to  pound  tho  VC  positions,  but  to 
no  apparent  avail.  Tho  battalion  0  cm  under  of  2/28  Infantry  then  decided  to  oerw 
pit  Ms  final  reserve,  B  Company,  at  1430  hrs,  at  the  3ome  time  moving  the  CIDG 
Company  east  to  X0713090  into  a  more  advantageous  blocking  and  maneuvering  loco^ 
tion. 

When  B  Company  linked  up  with  A  Company  at  1500  hrs  the  A  Company 
elements  were  repositioned  to  allow  the  artillery  to  fire  a  preparation  all  along 
Hill  150  prior  to  an  assault  by  B  Company.  In  the  meantime  tho  CIDG  platoon 
attached  to  A  Company  and  positioned  vie  XTT714093  retreated  to  tho  south  after 
their  interpreter  had  been  killed  by  the  VC,  thus  oreating  a  gap  in  the  A  Company 
lines  on  the  south.  The  Speoial  Forces  advisor  then  joined  A  Company  until  the 
battle  ended. 

I 

Following  a  sixteen  volley  artillery  bombardment,  B  Company  assault- 
ed  Hill  150  at  1630  hrs  completely  over-  running  the  VC  positions,  lie  VC  fled  to 
the  south  and  ran  into  a  heavy  voluae  a '  fire  from  the  CIDG  blocking  force  oasu« 
ing  the  VC  to  soatter  southwest  in  oampiste  disorganisation. 

After  the  final  assault,  consolidations  were  made  in  the  battalion 
none  of  notion,  casualties  wore  evacuated,  ammunition  resupply  was  effected  and 
the  battlefield  was  polioed  of  VC  bodies  and  equipment  with  a  thorough  search  of 
the  entire  area,  Tho  2/28  Infantry  then  movod  on  foot  baak  to  baso  (map  locations 
around  the  LOC  NIMH  airstrip,  final  elements  dosing  at  112100  Jhno  1966, 
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On  12  Juno  1966  the  l/l6  Infantry  and  C  Battery  2/l3  Artillery  moved 
By  road  from  their  base  area  vie  XU771043  to  a  new  base  area  vie  XU740060.  C  Ccc- 
pany  l/l6  Infantry,  which  was  attached  to  2/23  Infantry  at  LOC  NINH,  was  released 
at  0300  hrs  and  noved  by  foot  to  tho  new  battalion  area.  Tho  2/23  Infantry  oorw 
tinned  to  provide  sScurlty'to  the  LCC  NINH  .airfield  and  conduct  local  patrolling 
with  negative  contact.  At  0950  hrs  A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  reinforced  with  a  platoon 
from  C  2/18  Infantry  and  recon  platoon  from  2/18  Infantry  moved  to  a  blocking 
position  vie  XT 60 0913  whore  they  closed  at  1100  hrs.  At  1008  hrs  B  Company  2/lS, 
infantry  conducted  a  combat  assault  into  an  LZ  vie  XT657913.  B  Company  2/18  Infan. 
try  then  secured  the  village  vie  XT6791  and  completed  tho  search  at  1338  hrs  with 
negative  results.  B  Company  2/l8  Infantry  then  moved  on  a  S&D  operation  to  a  RON 
position  vie  XT680S92  where  thoy  closed  at'  1610  hrs.  A  Troop  1/4  Cav  then  noved ' 
back  to  the  HON  QUAN  airfield  whore  thoy  closed  at  1535  hours.  Tho  Brigade  CP  re* 
Sained  at  LOC  NINH. 


On  13  June  the  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security  to  the 
LOC  NINH  airfield  and  conducted  local  patrolling.  A  rallier  from  the  VC  unit 
defeated  by  the  2/28  Infantry  on  11  June  reported  that  his  unit  was  vie  XU6812, 

Also  an  agent  report  that  the  VC  were  ovacuating  bodies  from  the  area  of  tho 
battle  on  11  Juno.  Airstrikos  were  called  in  these  areas.  A  Company  2J2 8  Infan. 
try  thon  dispatched  a  patrol  to  check  the  areas.  Tho  patrol  found  twelve  8lm 
mortar  rounds  and  tronches  vie  XU719111  as  well  as  several  VC  bodies  from  the  11 
June  battlo.  Also  2  typewriters  were  found  An  a  trench  vie  XTOL9U2.  One  Viet¬ 
namese  body  with  no  identification  and  his  hands  tied  behind  his  back  was  found 
vie  XU7 20111.  Tho  l/l6  Infantry  conducted  local  S&D  operations,  patrolling  activi¬ 
ties  and  continued  to  improve  dofonsive  positions  vie  XU740C63.  B  Company  2/18 
Infantry  novod  from  their  RON  position  vie  XT686894  at  0905  hours  to  search  tho 
village  vie  XT 68 87.  The  village  was  searched  with-  negative  results.  At  1030  hrs 
A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  moved  from  HON  QUAN  and  picked  up  D  Company  2/l8  Infantry  and 
transported  it  back  to  HON  QUAN  where  it  closed  at  1216  hours.  The  Brigade  CP 
remained  at  LOC  NINH.  .  v 


On  14  June  1966  the  2/18  Infantry  was  division  reserve  at  HON  QUAN 
and  C  Company  2/l8  Infantry  was  on  a  30  minute  alert  as  RRF  for  an  ARVN  Convoy, ' 

A  Company  2/18  Infantry  was  moved  by  air  from  HON  QUAN  to  QUAN  L0I  airfield  (XT- 
815905)  to  secure  that  area  for  tho  movement  of  the  division  TAG  CP  on  15  Juno,  , 
A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  remained  attached  to  2/18  Infantry  at  HON  QUAN,  The  1/16  Inf 
conducted  S&D  operations  to  the  east  and  southeast  of  LOC  NINH  with  negative  re¬ 
sults,  The  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security  to  the  LOC  NINH  airfield 
and  conducted  local  patrolling  vith  negative  oontact.  The  Brigade  CP  remained  at 
LOC  NINH. 

On  15  June  the  1/16  Infantry  conducted  S&D  operations  -to  the  oast  and 
southeast  of  LOC  NINH  with  negative  oontaot.  The  7j~. 18  Infantry  remained  as  divi¬ 
sion  reserve  and  provided  security  for  the  movement  of  the  division  T/$C  CP  from 
HON  QUAN  to  QUAN  LOT.  A  Company  2/18  Infantry  continued  to  secure  QUAN  LOT,  A 
Troop  1/4  Cavalry  and  a  recon  platoon  from  5/18  Infantry  seoured  the  road  from 
HON  QUAN  to  QUAN  LOT,  B  Company  Infantry  was  moved  by  air  from  HON  QUAN  to 
QUAN  LOT  at  0800  hrs.  C  Company  yl8  Infantry  was  moved  by  air  to  QUAN  LOT,  The 

2/28  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security  to  the  LOC  NINH  Airfield  ar*  conduct- 

•  «  .  * 
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ed  S&D  operations  north  and  wost  of  LOC  HIKE  with  nogative  eontaot.  The  Bri¬ 
gade  CP  remained  at  LOC  NINH, 

On  16  Juno  tho  1/16  Infantry  oor.tinued  to  eonduot  S&D  operations  to 
the  east  and  south  of  LOC  NINE.  At  141100  Jyn  A  Company  l/l6  Infantry  reported 
that  the  villagers  at  XU769080  had  soon  20  VC  to  their  south.  The  VC  were  report- 
edly  moving  south.  The  1/16  Infantry  had  negative  eontact  throughout  the  day. 

The  3/I8  Infantry  eontinuod  to  provide  security  for  the  division  TAC  CP  and  im¬ 
proved  defonsivo  positions  around  tho  QttAN  LOI  airfield,  A  Troop  1/4  Cav  remained 
attachod  to  2/V2  Infantry  at  HON  (JUAN,  ’The  2/22  Infantry  ohntinuod  to  provide  so-  ’ 
curity  to  tho  LOC  NINII  airfield  and  oorduoted  a  eempony  S&D  operation  to  the  west 
of  LOI  NINH  to  vio  XU7011  and  returned  with  negative  oontaot.  Tho  Brigade  CP 
remained  at  LOC  NINH. 

On  17  June  tho  1/16  Infantry  in  conjunction  with  a  CIDG  Company  con¬ 
ducted  a  cordon  and  search  of  a  village  vie  TJ7204.  B  Company  l/l6  Infahtry  moved 
to  a  blocking  position  north  of  .the  village  prior  to  1st  light  and  the  CIDG  oanv- 
pany  movod  up  from  the  scuth  prior  to  first  light.  The  easWest  road  through  the 
village  was  lbservod  in  order  to  eapturo  any  VC  attempting  to  loave.  At  0600  hrs 
the  CIDG  eaapany  searched  the  village  with  negative  results.  Upon  link-up  of  the 
CIDG  Canpony  and  B  Company  l/l&  Infantry  at  0745  hrs  D  Canpony  l/l6  Infantry  re¬ 
turned  to  their  base  area.  Tho  2/12  Infantry  continued  to  aooure  tho  division 
TAC  CP  and  conduct  patrolling  vio  CJUAN.  LOI,  A  Trocp  1/4  Cavalry  remained  attach¬ 
ed  to  2/l8  Infantry  at  HON  QUAN,  The  2/22  Infantry  eontinuod  to  provide  security 
to  tho  LOC  NINH  airfield  and  conducted  a  c.mpony  BSD  opoiv.-ion  is  the  northeast 
LOC  NINH.  A  Coup  any  2/28  Infantry  disoovorod  some  newly  oonstruotod  bunkers  vio 
XD727111.  A  Company  2/22  Infantry  ocntiniiad  to  S&D  northeast  to  XU770148  then 
moved  west  and  south  back  toward  LOC  NINH,  At  1443  hrs  A  Company  2/23  Infantry 
made  contact  with  7  VC  vio  XU740130.  2  VC  were  hit.  One  of  tho  wounded  VC  es¬ 

caped  and  the  other  wounded  VC  Was  captured  with  an  M2  carbine.  A  Company  3/2S 
.  Infantry  then  moved  into  the  village  at  XU4713  and  pioked  up  2  VCS.  A  Company 
2/28  Infantry  olosed  back  into  LOC  NINH  at  1229  hours.  The  Brigade  CP  remained 
at  LOC  NINH. 

On  12  June  1966  A  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  departed  HON  QIIAN  for  PHD  LOI 
and  came  undor  OPCGN  of  1/4  Cavalry,  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  moved  from  PHD  LOT  to  HON 
QDAN  and  upon  arrival  at  l6l5  hrs  came  under  OPCON  j)  Brigade,  The  2/l&  Infantry 
continued  to  provide  security  to  the  Division  TAG  CP  and  conducted  local  patrol¬ 
ling  around  QHAN  LOI,  At  1530  hrs  a  Popular  Foroes  unit  (vio  XT832894)  made  oaa. 
taot  with  a  VC  foroe  and  C  2/I8  Infantry  dispatched  a  patrol  to  assist.  The 
patrol  rooeivod  about  30  rounds  of  oorbino  fire  vio  XT832894  resulting  in  1  WIA, 

3  PF  were  also  wounded,  A  search  for  tho  VC  was  conducted  with  negative  results. 
The  2/22  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security  to  the  LOC  NINH  airfield  and  oorw  ■ 
ducted  e  company  sire  airmobile  assault  vio  XU659G&L  C  Company  Infantry 
conduoted  a  passage  of  lines  through  ARVN  and  olosed  back  into  LOC  NINH  with 
negative  results  at  1615  hrs.  The  1/16  Infantry  oonduoted  a  oompany  sice  S&D 
operation  to  the  southeast  of  LOC  NINH,  At  0950  hrs  0  Company  \[\i  Infantry 
found  26  two-nan  foxholes  vio  XU7 47077  which  had  been  used  in  the  past  2  or  3 
days.  C  Company  1/16  Infantry  continued  to  S&D  south  to  XU745996  then  west  to 
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vie  XU7  23995  where  a  reinforced  squad  stay-behind  force  was  dropped  off,  C  Con*, 
pony  1/16  Infantry  (-)  then  moved  to  a  RON  position  vie  XU729014,  At  1350  hrs 
the  stay-bohind  patrol  spotted  2  VC  squads  moving  along  trail  vie  XI7729995  and 
took  them  under  fire  hitting  3  VC,  The  VC  fled  with  half  of  then  fleeing  east 
and  about  half  fleeing  west,  2  VC  flee'  south.  They  carried  their  wounded  with 
them.  C  Company  l/l6  Infantry  (-)  moved  down  to  assist  the  stay-behind  patrol, 

C  Company  l/l6  Infantry  swept  through  the  area  and  attempted  to  regain  contaot 
with  tho  VC  but  contact  was  lost,  C  Company  1/16  Infantry  then  returned  to  their 
RON  position  vie  XI7726015.  A  platoon  size  cmhush  patrol  returned  to  XU? 23 995  at 
1755  hrs.  At  1955  hrs  this  patrol  fired  on  3  VC  vie  XI720995.  One  was  wearing 
a  blue  and  red  neckerchief.  The  VC  fled,  Tho  Brigade  CP  romained  at  LOG  NINH, 

On  19  June  C  Company  l/l6  Infantry  searched  the  area  vie  XT728995  where 
the  stay-behind  patrol  had  nado  contact  tho  night  before.  The  search  revealed  ■ 
where  a  body  had  obviously  been  laying  throughout  the  night,  a  VC  hut,  VC  sandals, 
.pools  of  hlood  and  evidence  that  a  body  had  been  dragged  away.  At  0300  hrs  C  Com¬ 
pany  l/l6  Infantry  reported  that  civilians  stated  that  this  area  vie  XU725014  is 
used  by  the  VC  as  a  tax  collection  point,  ~C  Company  l/l6  Infantry  S&D  from  their 
R®  position  northeast  back  into  thQ  ba+talion  elding  at  1155  hrs  with  no 
further  contact.  The  2/18  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security  to  the  division  ■ 
TAC  CP  and  conduct  local  patrolling  vie  QUAN  LOI,  The  2/28  Infantry  oentinued  to 
provide  security  to  tho  103  NINH  airfield  and  conduct  local  patrolling.  At  1730 
Ata  B  vonrp^uy  «./l3  ntry  mcv-A  xc  a  xAH  vie  XTTSwi25  in  oiAuT  tc  t*.  rr* 

position  for  the  village  cordon  and  search  an  20  Jure.  Also  1  CIDG  Company  departed 
IOC  NINH  at  1700  hours  for  a  RON  position  vio"XU763330  in  order  to  bo  in  position 
for  the  village  operation  on  20  Juno,  The  Brigade  CP  remained  vie  IOC  NINH,  The 
1/4  Cav  (-)  conducted  route  reconnaissance  to  the  north  and  east  of  HON  QUAN,  At 
0955  hrs  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  received  AV  fire  fraia  XI743953  and  XT746965.  Fixe  was 
returned  with  nnknown  results,  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  remained  at  HON  QUAN, 

to  20  Juno  the  ^928  Infantry  end  1  CIDG  C  iiyiny  t  rJiiicto :  a  o  rdem 
and  Search  of  the.  village  vie  XD7413.  B  Company  2/28  ”nf entry  surrounded  the 
southern  half  of  tho  village  by  0620  hrs  and  tho  CIDG  Company  surrounded  the 
nbrthem  half  by  0300  hrs.  1  platoon  from  A  Company  2/28  Infantry  moved  up  Hwy 
13  at  0600  hrs  and  began  to  soaroh  the  villago  at  0800  hrs,  Psy/Ops  anl  M5DCAP 
wore  used  in  the  villago.  All  villagers  were  searched  and  questioned.  The  VC 
who  had  been  captured  on  3.8  June  near  the  village  and  four  other  CIDG  non  with 
masks  on  were  used  to  identity  VOS.  A  total  of  34  VCS  were  taken  to  IOC  NINK. 

The  operation  ended  at  1400  hrs  end  all  elements  of  2/28  Infantry  olosed  back  into 
IOC  NINH  at  1605.  hrs.  The  2/18  Inf  entry  with  two  oamponies  and  the  3/4  Cavalry  (-) 
conducted  on  operation  northwast  of  HDN  QUAN  in  conjunction  with  BINH  LONG  Province 
forces.  At  C7**‘  hrs  C  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  and  two  RF  Companies  moved  freo  HON  QUAN 
to  blocking  position  IED  along  Hwy  13  (2X725966  to  XI737940),  One  RF  Ccnpeny  end 
ona  AHVN  cavalry  troop  moved  to  blocking  position  SEIIOil  (XT710928  to  XT732928), 

-A  and  B  Corpnnies  2/18  Infantry  Bomted  on  ARC'S  of  B  Troop  3/4  Cavalry  moved  from  ■ 
HON  QUAN  to  a  drop-off  point  vie  XT698928,  A  end  B  Companies  2/18  Infantry  then 
moved  on  foot  to  get  into  position  to  sweep  east  with  A  Company  on  the  north  and 
9  Company  on  the  south.  At  0719  hrs,  2/2C  Inf  W  *ni  C  -3try  l/7'  Artyr-oved  to  HON 
QUAN,  R  3/4  Cav  blocked  on  tho  aouthwost  of  the  RF 
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force  vie  XT7092.  At  0920  hrs  the  BE  forces  reported  finding  evidence  that  a  VC 
platoon  had  been  in  the  vie  of  XT737953  but  hod  departed.  At  1530  hrs  B  Coup  any 
2/l8  Infantry  found  a  snail  old  bene  ctxip  vie  XT725947.  The  2/18  Infantry  (-) 
reached  blocking  position  IED  at  1623  hrs  cni  by  1730  hrs  all  forces  began  ere- 
t renting.  All  forces  closed  by  1817  hrs  with  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  at  HDN  QUAN  and  2/18 
Infantry  and  C  Battery  1/7  Artillery  at  QU 'i-  LCi.  The  1/16  Infantry,  conducted  SSO 
operations  southeast  end  northeast  of  LOC  '-IN!-!.  The  recon  platoon  was  told  by  a 
civilian  vie  XU768042  that  100  VC  wore  seen  on ''about  18  dune  vie  XU7805  moving 
north.  They  were  supposedly  accompanied  by  4  or  5  Cliinese  advisors.  At  1220  hrs 
recon  platoon  found  a  snail  canp  vie  XJ73C035  which  was  about  50  no  tors  by  50 
asters  in  size  and  contained  10  to  12  foxholes  and  several  canp  fires.  It  appear*, 
ad  to  have  been  occupied  2  to  3  days  before.  The  3d  Brigade  CP  re  mined  at  LOC 

nhjh. 

Ch  21  June  the  3d  Brigade  TP  continued  Operation  EL  PASO  II.  The 
Brigade  continued  extensive  patrolling  and  S3D  operations  vio  ICC  NH®  end  HON  ■ 

QUAN.  C  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  o  endue  tod  a  route  reoon  fro  ?r  ECU  QUAN  to  MINE  TTiANH 
closing  intp  >HNH  THA1TH  at  211845  hrs  with  negative  oontaet.  Upon  closing,  0 
Troop  1/4  Cavalry  cons  under  QPCQN  of  1st  Brigade .  1/16  Infantry  continued  on 
standby  for  possible  oannitnent  vio  SONG  32.  At  210800  Juno  B  Canp  any  1/16  Inf 
began  to  SStD  southeast  to  vio  XU 779047,  then  northeast  to  vio  XD786057,  than  north- 
west  to  vio  XU756077,  then  southwest  to  the  battalion  baso  area  closing  at  211400 
June  with  nogative  Oontaet,  At  210830  Juno  C  Conpany  1/16  Infantry  (-}  began  to 
S&D  south  to  vio  XU742013,  then  norths  at  to  XU731C01,  thon  northeast  to  the  base 
area  closing  at  231300  Jkno  with  negative  contact.  C  Company  1/16  Infantry  and 
C  Battery  2/13  Artillery  remained  vie  XU740060.  The  2/18  Infantry  continued  to 
ppevide-  security  to  the  division  forward  CP  and  conducted  local  patrolling.  The 
recon  platoon  2/18  Infantry  was  attached  to  C  Troop  3/4  Cavalry  for  their  novo  to 
KENH  THANH.  1  platoon  fron  C  Company  2/L8  Infantry  provided  security  for  C  Battery 
1/7  Artillery  vixioh  displaced  to  apoeiticn  south  of  HON  QUAN  to  support  C  Troop 
1/4  Cavalry  in  their  novemnt,  Ctae  platoon  of  B  Cocpcny  2/i'i  Infantry  patrolled 
to  the  south  of  HDH  QUAN  and  returned  at  121543  Juno  with  negative  oontaet.  0 
Battery  1/7  Artillery  returned  to  QUAN  LQI  at  1600  hrs.  2/li  Infantry  (trims  reoen 
platoon  with  0  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  at  MU®  THANH)  and  C  Battery  1/7  Arty  recoined 
vio  QUAN  LOT,  The  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  Bid  gale  CP 
and  LOG  NINH  airfield  and  oenduotod  local  patrolling  end  SSD  operations,  A  Cor^any 
2/28  Infantry  began  to  SfiD  at  210730  hrs  June  to  cheok  the  hi#i  ground  to  the  north 
east  of  IOC  NINH.  A  0  am  any  2/28  Infantry  novod  to  vio  XU772122  with  negative  oon- 
teet  and  retamed  to  the  battalion  bc.se  area,  B  Cocpany  2/28  Infantry  retained  at 
alert  for  nave  rent  to  the  l/l6  Infantry  area  for  the  purpose  of  securing  0  Battery 
2/23  Artillery  If  l/L6  Infantry  was  o  emitted  to  the  SONG  E5  area.  2/28  Infantry 
and  2/33  Artillery  reuiined  vio  LOC  NINH  airfield,  D  Troop  3/4  Cavalry  returned  to 
QPCQN  of  1/4  Cavalry  fron  2d  Brigade  at  201700  June,  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  eaoorted 
C'  Battery  l/7  Artillery  to  a  firing  position  vie  XT7983.  Upon  arrival  B  Troop 
1/4  Cavalry  conducted  an  area  reoen  west  and  southwest  of  HON  QUAN.  At  210730 
Ota»,  C  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  with  reoen  platoon  2/18  Infantry  attached  aoved  fron  HON 
QUAN  to  MINH  THANH  to  reoon  the  route,  0  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  hod  negative  oontaet. 

Upon  noving  into  MINH  THANH  C  Troop  oans  under  OTCCN  of  1st  Brigaie. 
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On  22  June  at  0655  hrs  the  nee  on  pit  l/>6  Infantry  which  had  been  in 
a  night  ambush  position  vie  11771073  retained  to  the  battalion  base  at  220655  June 
vith  negative  contact,  A  report  vP-s  received  that  VC  were  stopping  traffic  vio 
J0J722995  taxing  and  taking  food,  22 03 00  June  C  Company  l/j.6  Infantry  (-)  moved 
south  to  vie  XU745993,  .then  west  to'  vie  XU7229  in  an  attempt  to  ambush  the  VC  in 
the  area.  C  Company  l/lo  Infantry  had  negative  contact.  C  Company  l/l6  Infantry 
picked  up  an  ABC  camera  team  vie  XU717997  and  proceeded  north  to  the  battalion  base 
air; 'i  closing  at  221315  June  with  negative  contact.  At  0305  hours  A  Company  lA& 
Infantry  moved  to  vie  XU7560, 

At  220630  June  the  2/18  Infantry  began  to  SSD  north  vio  XT836973. 

They  discovered  several  documents  and  two  uniforms  which  wore  evacuated.  C  Com¬ 
pany  2/lS  Infontry  continued  north  to  a  ROM  position  vie  XT 33 899 6  closing  at  1000 
hours  21  June  with  negative  oontact.  The  2/13  Infontry  (-)  and  C  Battery  l/7  Arty 
remained  vie  QUA!!  IOI  airfield.  The  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security 
for  the  Brigade  CP  and  the  LOC  NEIH  airfield  and  conducted  local  patrolling  and 
F&D  operations  vie  IOC  NINH.  At  ll05  hrs  C  Company  2/23  Infantry  found  4  RPG2 
rocket  launcher  rounds  and  booster  charge  which  were  evacuated  to  Brigade  Head¬ 
quarters,  C  Company  2/23  Infantry  continued  S&D  closing  back  into  the  battalion 
base  area  at  1420  hrs.  At  1300  hrs  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  oonduoted  a  road  recon¬ 
naissance  along  Hwy  13  to  the  south.  B  Troop  (-)  moved  south  as  far  as  21765610 
clearing  out  four  road  blocks  on  Highway  13  vio  XT765735,  XT765733,  23765730  and 
XT/66635  with  negative  enemy  oentaot.  At  1352  hrs  the  helioopter  guntean  support¬ 
ing  B  Troop  l/i.  Cavalry  received  SA  fire  from  XT765530  and  returned  the  fire  with 
unknown  results,  1  platoon  3  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  performed  MEDCAP  activities  in  the 
village  vio  XT7092.  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  olosed  back  into  HON  QfJAN  at  221630  June. 
1/4  Cavalry  (-)  remained  vio  HON.  QUAN. 

Ch  23  June  at  0640  hrs  l/l6  Infantry  began  to  move  by  foot  to  the 
IDC  NINH  airstrip,  Deoauso  of  a  shortage  of  aircraft,  1/16  Infantry  had  to  Buttle 
back  to  LAI  KH3  end  PHOUC  VINH,  by  all  available  airoraft.  1/16  Infantry  (-)  moved 
td'LAI  EE  \fljerft  they  aomrwd  tho  base  oacp  soousity  mioaion  and  C  Company  1/16 
Infantry  moved  to  PHCXJC  VINH  where  they  oora  under  0PC0N  of  the  lot  Brigade,  All 
elements  of  1/16  Infantry  had  departed  LOC  NINH  by  1415  hrs.  The  2/L8  Infantry  oojw 
tirrued  to  provide  oeourity  for  the  division  forward  CP  and  the  QUAN  LOT  airfield. 

The  reocn  platoon  2/L8  Infantry  remained  with  C  Troop  l/4  Cavalry  at  MINH  THANH, 

B  Company  2/L8  Infantry  (-)  was  attached  to  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  for  a  40  day  opera¬ 
tion,  C  Company  2/13  Infantry  and  0  Battery  1/7  Artillery  remained  vio  QUAN  LOT, 

The  2/28  Infantry  oentinued  to  provide  security  for  the  Drignde  CP  and  LOC  NINH 
airfield,’  At  0800  hours  B  Company  2/23  Infantry  departed  LOC  NINH  airfield  and 
moved  by  foot  to  vio  XC7406  where  they  took  tp  positions  to  provide  seouilty  for 
0  Battery  2/33  Artillery,  Upon  tba  departure  <f  the  1/16  Infantry,  the  2/28  Infan¬ 
try  (-)  repositioned  forces  to  oover  the  area  vacated  by  B  Company  2/28  Infantry 
and  then  oonduoted  local  patrolling  vio  LOC  NINH,  2/28  Infantry  („)  oentinued 
with  2/33  Artillery  (-)  in  the  vicinity  of  LOC  NINH  airfield. 

At  230645  June  D  Troop  1/4  Cav  and  B  Ccopany  2/18  Infantry  (-)  began 
to  novo  along  Highway  13  “to  provide  seouilty  around  the  destroyed  bridge  vio  XT722- 
972,  Upon  arrival  at  the  bridge  B  Corpany  2/1 0  Infantry  began  to  reocn  to  the 
north  of  the  Bridge,  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  sent  a  plc.tocn  to  noon  to  the  south  and 
eo*+.  the  bridge.  The  ••>hlio  works  officials  who  were  to  repair  the  bridge  never 
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showed  up.  B  Troop  1/4  Cavclry  end  2/18  Infantry  (-)  returned  to  base  oonp  area  ^ 
closing  at  3/10  hours.  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  ronained  vie  HON  QUAN  airfield. 

On  24  June  at  0730  hrs  C  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  with  the  reccn  platoon  of 
the  2/L8  Infantry  nerved  fron  KEBH  THANH  to  BOH  QUAN.  B  Troop  1/4  Cavelry  and  A 
Conpany  2/lS  Infantry  neved  south  fron  KQ?  QUAN  to  CHANH  THANH  to  secure  Highway 
13  and  to  escort-  arfcillory  o Tenants  to  HON  QUAN.  A  Company  2/13  Infantry  trade  con¬ 
tact  with  a  snail  group  of  VC  vie  3C7764726  at  0950  hrs  and  ccrtured  cne  Chioon 
rifle,  a  quantity  of  SA  anmmitian  and  web  goar.  The  2/23  Infantry  conducted  lo¬ 
cal  patrolling  end  SSD  operations  to  the-  east  and  south  of  LOC  NINH  and  picked  up 

1  VCS.  The  3d  Brigade  CT  renainod  vio  LCC  NINH.  2/18  Infantry  continued  to  pro¬ 
vide  security  for  the  division  forward  CP,  At  0745  hours  one  pluaoon  of  B  Conpany 
2/13  Infantry  departed  with  C  Battery  1/7  Artillery  as  a  security  force.  C  Btry 
1/7  Artillery  displaced  to  vio  3G76C0  in  ordor  to  support  the  nova  of  l/4  Cavalry, 

A  Conpany  2/18  Infcntry  was  attached  to  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  for  the  clearing  of 
Highway  33  south  fron  HON  QUAN  to  CHON  THANH,  Che  platocn  of  B  Conpany  2/18  Inf 
conducted  a  SiD  operation  to  the  east  to  vio  XTG493  to  oonfim  an  agent  report 
that  50  VC  had  been  digging  in  at  that  location,  The  patrol  found  that  the  report 
was  incorrect  end  returned  to  QUAN  L0I  at  1600  hours  with  negative  contact.  C 
Conpany  2/lQ  Infantry  remined  cn  standby  as  RKF  for  possible  0  urltnont  to  assist 
the  1/4  Cavalry.  C  Battery  3/7  Artillery  and  1  platocn  fron  B  Conpany  2/LC  Infers 
try  returned  to  QUAN  L0I  At  241505  Juno.  At  0305  hours  B  Conpany  2/23  Infantry 
pictod  151  1  VCS  vio  their  perimeter  and  evacuated  hin  to  the  District  officials  for 

investigation.  A  Company  2/23  Infantry  sent  a  patrol  to  vio  XU725091  end  C  Gorv 
pony  2/23  Infantry  sent  a  patrol  to  vicinity  XU7601C5.  Both  patrols  hod  negative 
content  and  returned  to  base  oonp  by  1200  hours,  2/23  Infantry  (-)  and  2/33 
Artillery  (-)  renained  vio  IOC  IJ31IH  airfield.  At  0645  hours  the  1/4  Cavalry  piakad 
up  A  Company  2/lC  Infantry  at  QUAN  L0I  and  escorted  C  Battery  1/7  Artillery  end 
one  platocn  of  B  Conpany  2/i8  Infantry  to  a  position  vio  307680.  B  Troop  1/4  Oar 
then  proceeded  south  with  B  Coop  any  2/lS  Infantry  to  clear  the  road  to  CHON  THANH, 
The  3  plntocns  of  A  Conpany  2/13  Infantry  wore  dropped  off  v.i  critioal  bi±dge  sites 
along  the  way.  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  then  proceeded  to  CHON  'i'.ANH  to  pick  up  8/6 
Artillery  (-)  who  wn3  to  bo  escorted  back  to  HON  QUAN.  At  C?25  hours  B  Troop  3/4 
Cavalry  received  SA  fire  vio  XT755745  and  placed  artillory  fire  on  this  location 
with  unknown  results.  At  0950  hrs  3  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  with  on  cleront  of  A  Corw 
pony  2/18  Infantry  received  S',  fire  fron  Vicinity  30764726.  Artillery  fire  was 
called  in  imedintely  atd  a  platoon  fron  2/LC  Infcntry  was  lifted  into  the  area, 

A  Conpany  2/L8  Infantry  found  an  old  fort  with  a  bunker  in  the  nortneast  corner 
and  a  few  55  gallon  drums  filled  with  sand,  A  tunnel  ccnplex  in  the  center  of  the 
fort  was  destroyed,  (h  the  east  side  of  the  fort  an  unwired  nine  was  destroyed. 

In  the  fort  A  Conpany  3/L8  Infantry  oaptured  a  Chioon  56  rifle  (SN634628)  which 
had  1  round  in  the  ohasier  and  2  in  the  magazine .  A  Conpany  2/LC  Infantry  found 
and  destroyed  in  the  fort  the  following  itomsj  One  AT  round,  31  Ml  clips  with 
annunition,  6  BAR  magazines  with  amunition,  109  loose  rounds  of  30  oal  ammunition, 

2  pieces  of  Chioon  web  gear  end  one  6hioca  giensde.  At  0950  hrs  3  Troop  1/4  Cav 
found  a  hunker  complex  vio  23768728,  Artillery  fire  was  oalled  in  resulting  in 
the  destruction  of  several  of  the  bunkers.  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  arrived  at  CHON 
THANH  at  0945  hours.  At  this  tins  the  platoon  from  A  Troop  1/4  Cav  departed  for 
LAI  KH3  where  it  closed  at  1505  hours.  C  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  was  released  from  QP- 
CCN  1st  Me  at  0730  hours  and  departed  M3NH  THAMH  for  HON  QUAN.  0  Troop  l/A  Car 
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arrived  vie  XT7680  at  1400  hrs  to  act  as  RRF  and  await  the  return  of  B  Troop 
1/4.  Cavalry,  from  CHCW  THANH,  B  Troop  departed  with  8/6  Artillery  (-)  at 
1235  hrs  6 or  HON  QUA1I,  B  Troon  1/4  Cavalry  pioked  up  the  platoons  of  A  Com¬ 
pany  2/1 6  Infantry  and  together  they  closed  into  QUAN  LOI  at  1505  hrs,  B  Troop 
1/4  Cavalry  continued  onto  HON  QUAN  closing  at  1608  hrs,  C  Troop  1/4  Cav  closed 
.'IN  QUAN  at  1625  hrs  where  the  1/4  Cavalry  was  located,  A  Troop  1/4  Cav  remained 
at  LAI  KHE  and  D  Troop  remained  at  PHU  LOI. 

At  250025  June  B  Company  2/28  Infantry  heard  noises  to  their  front 
end  threw  a  grenade.  It  was  believed  that  a  VC  was  hit  but  a  search  of  the  area 
at  first  lSght  proved  different.  At  0700  hrs  B  Company  2/18  Infantry  and  0  C-onk- 
pony  2/l8  Infantry  each  conducted  platoon  size  patrols  to  the  north  andl  south  of 
QUAN  LOI  with  negative  contact.  The  2/18  Infantry  conducted  range  firing  for 
new  arrivals  in  the  QUAN  LOI  area,  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  provide  security 
for  tho  Brigade  CP  and  the  IOC  NINH  airstrip.  B  Company  2/2&  Infantry  provided 
security  for  C  Btry  2/13  Artillery  vie  XD7406,  At  21C3  hrs  an  ambush  patrol  from 
B  Company  2/28  Infantry  engaged  12  VC  vie  XU743054  with  Si.  The  patrol  flLrod  a 
claymore  mine  on  tho  VC,  moved  baclt  and  called  in  mortar  and  artillery  fire  on 
tho  VC»  The  area  was  searched  but  no  VC  were  found.  At  250920  Juno  A  and  B  Goaw 
ponies  2/28  Infantry  sent  out  patrols  to  the  north  and  oast  of  IOC  NINH  to  re; on 
the  high  ground.  All  patrols  closed  back  into  the  base  area  with  negative  can-!  act. 
At  1520  hrs  B  Company  2/28  Infantry  detained  3  VCS  vie  117746055.  Die  VO  waro 
turned  over  to  district  officials.  At  1525  hrs  A  Company  2/28  infantry  dispatched 
a  patrol  to  vio  XD723090,  Tho  French  plantation  supervisor  stated  that  there  were 
VC  located  there,  A  Company  2/28  Infantry  patrol  returned  at  1720  lirs.  with  1  box 
of  7*9  MG  ammunition,  (Approximately  250  rounds)  nrf  a  pack  containing  a  small 
quantity  of  medical  supplies.  B  and  C  Troop  1/4  Cav  continued  to  provide  securi¬ 
ty  for  the  HON  QUAN  airfield  conducted  extensive  care  and  maintenance  of 
equipment. 


On  26  June  at  0005  hrs  B  Company  2/18  Infantry  ambush  patrol  engaged 
on  estimated  company  size  VC  force  vie  XT8C8893.  Contact  was  maintained  for  approxt- 
tfc-toly  20  minutes  until  the  VC  fled  to  the  oast,  southeast  and  south.  A  platoon 
from  B  Company  2/L8  Infantry  was  dispatched  immediately  to  reinforce  the  ambush 
patrol.  While  attempting  to  reach  the  patrol  they  encountered  on  unknown  number 
of  VO  approximately  1000  meters  vo3t.  Contact  was  maintained  for  5  minutes.  Rurlnr 
this  battle  3  VO  wore  killed  by  body  oount.  When  the  battlefield  was  policed  the  . 
following  items  were  founds  4  sets  of  web  gear,  8  frag  grenades,  5  Chioom  type 
grenades,  2  hamooks,  3  pmohos,  400  rds  7.62  ammunition,  4  AR  74  magazines  with 
oanunition,  1  BAR  magazine  with  amunticn,  1  Chioom  atm  magazine  with  canvas  bog, 

2  empty  Ohxoon  MO  bcoces.  1  first  aid  packet,  1  entrenching  tool,  and  200  feet  of 
detonating  cord.  All  ltorj  except  the  two  weapons  rare  destroyed*  Friendly  losses 
were  4  KXA  and  5  WIA*  At  first  light  A  Company  2/L8  Infantry  moved  out  in  on 
attempt  to  oatoh  the  VO  but  had  no  eontaot*  After  completely  policing  the  battle-  , 
field  and  surrounding  areas  a  total  of  5  VC  KIA  by  oount  were  found  and  it  is 
estimated  that  there  were  another  21  VO  KIA,  A  Company  2/18  Infantry  dosed  QUAN 
IOI  at  261250  Juno*  The  2/L8  Infantry,  0  Btry  1/7  Arty  remained  vie  SPAN  LOI,  The 
2/28  Infantry  continued  to.  provide  security  for  the  Bde  and  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip. 

At  261100  June  1  platoon  from  0  Company  ^28  Inf  entry  o  endue  ted  a  combat  assault 
into  an  LZ  vie  XU768072,  with  negative  oentaot  a  d  SSS>  north  to  vio  XU770120.  The 
platom  then  moved  southwest  baek  to  LOC  NINH  dosing  at  261450  June  with  negati  ve 
eontaot.  At  2615C0  June  A  Company  2/28  Inf  was  allotted  for  movement  to  SONG  B2, 
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They  began  moving  at  261700  June.  They  eloeed  at  261915  June  and  were  attached 
to  2/23  Infantry.  2/28  Inf  remained  vie  LOG  NINH  airfield.  R  Company  2/88  mf 
remained  vie  XU7604.  At  first  light  1/4  Cay  (-)  moved  to  the  east  and  south  of 
QUAN  LOI  in  conjunction  with  2/28  Inf  in  on  attempt  to  intercept  the  VO  escaping 
from  the  2/28  Inf,  At  1345  hrs  B  Troop  1/4  Bay  (-)  and  C  Troop  moved  to  the  north 
to  recon  the  route  to  the  area  around  QUAN  LOI  as  originally  planned.  1  platoon 
from  B  and  0  Troop  wont  north  to  the  bridge  vie  ZT722972  In  an  attempt  to  find 
the  crossing.  ARVN  forces  moved  south  from  IOC  NINH  with  a  bulldozer  and  began 
work  an  a  ford  an  the  south  of  tho  river.  1/4  Cay  oondnoted  MEDCAP  activities 
in  the  village  vie  XT7083  and  XT7282.  Elements  of  thB  3/4  Cav  closed  HON  CJjAN 
at  1828  hrs,  1/4  Cav  (-)  remained  vie  HON  QUAN.  1  platoon  of  B  and  0  Troop 
remained  vie  bridge  at  X 1722972.  The  1/28  Infantry  came  under  the  OPCCN  off  the 
3d  Bela  upon  closure  of  tho  3d  Bde  TAC  CP  at  SONG  33  at  1850  hrs.  The  3d  Bde 
aviation  section  conducted  starlight  missions  on  route  13  from  LAI  KHE  north  to 
the  Cambodian  border  from  2000  to  2130  hrs  and  detected  no  VC  movement. 

On  27.  June  the  2/LS  Infantry  plan  was  conoellod  and  the  battalion 
conducted  local  patrolling  vie  QUAN  LOI  airfield.  The  1/28  Inf  continued  to 
provide  security  for  the  NUI  HA  PA  airfield.  At  1950  hr3  an  ambush  patrol  from 
A  Company  1/28  Inf  while  leaving  their  RON  positions  made  o  ant  act  with  on  esti¬ 
mated  sqaud  of  VC  vie  XU251093  resulting  in  1  US  KLA  and  3  US  WIA.  Tire  was  re¬ 
turned  with  unknown  results.  At  0855  hrs  B  Company  1/28  Inf  destroyed  16  huts  and 
shot  4  pigs  vio  TU266096.  At  0900  hrs  B  Company  3/28  mf  destroyed  3  river  draft 
■vie  XU210098.  At  0935  hrs  a  fire  team  orbiting  this  area  received  SA  fire  from 
vie  TU258336.  Fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results.  3/28  Inf  then  began  to 
SSD  to  the  west  closing  Into  RON  position  at  1945  hrs,  Kio  2/28  Inf  began  move¬ 
ment  by  air  from  LOC  NINH  to  SONG  EE.  C  Company  2/28  Inf  along  with  elements  of 
Jfeadquarters  2/28  Inf  remained  vio  LOC  NINH  airstrip,  1/4  Cav  upon  cancellation 
of  the  originally  scheduled  operation  for  27  June  was  released  from  OPCQN  3d  Bde 
at  1200  hrs,  Tho  193d  Avn  Company  moved  mr-\  32  tans  of  rloe  oapfcured  by  AHVN 
forces  Vio  XU9934  and  distributed  it  to  the  local  villagers.  Tho  2/33  Artillery 
(-)  moved  from  vio  LOC  NINH  airfield  to  vio  SCSJG  BE. 

On  28  June  at  1540  hrs  B  Company  1/28  Infantry  captured  a  British  9 
mm  stem  submachine  gun,  2  magazines  of  ammunition,  a  medical  kit  and  medicine  in  a 
hut  vie  IU237085.  Tic  l/28  Inf  continued  to  S&D  to  the  west  of  its  RCN  position 
reaohlng  the  SONG  EE  River  . '  vie  YU198090,  An  attempt  was  mode  to  oross 
tho  river  using  ropes.  The  attempt  was  unsuccessful  because  the  heavy  rains  oauaed 
the  river  to  rise  and  the  current  to  become  very  swift,  Tho  op mticn  originally 
planned  was  then  postponed  and  the  3/28  Inf  moved  north  to  the  bridge  vio  IU189110 
whore  they  orossed  the  river  and  where  picked  up  by  vehiole .  The  1/28  Inf  dosed 
into  NUI  BA  RA  airfield  at  281505  Juno  66.  At  0900  hrs  elements  of  the  2/28  Inf 
remaining  at  IOC  NINH  began  movement  of  personnel  and  equipment  to  SCNG  03  by 
0330,  The  last  elements  of  2/28  Ifaf  closed  into  NUI  BA  RA  airfield  at  1930  hrs. 

At  0930  hrs  A  Conpony  2/28  Infantry  conducted  a  catabat  assault  in  an  LZ  vio  IU185- 
035  to  secure  a  base  for  0  Btry  2/13  Arty,  The  planned  op  rati  on  was  postponed  and 
C  Btry  2/13  Artillery  did  not  move,  A  Company  2/28  Inf  thon  conducted  loed  patrol¬ 
ling  vio  the  LZ  with  negative  ccntaot.  The  2/28  Infantry  (-)  remained  Vio  NUI  BA 
RA  Airfield.  J5  Company  2/28  Infantry  remained  vio  YU185035. 
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2  On  29  June  at  1051  hrs  1/28  Inf  conducted  a  combat  assault  into  L2 

RED  vie  IT197995.  The  1/28  Inf  bad  negativo  contact  on  landing  and  cl os ad  into  the 
I ,z  by  1150  Hrs.  The  1/22  Inf  then  bogan  SED  to  tho  east  with  A  eanpeny  on  the  north 
on!  B  C-r^any  in  the  canter  and  C  Co  on  tho  south.  At  1215  hrs  C  Co  1/28  Inf  found 
an  extensive  tunnel  not’.icrk  and  10  tans  of  rice  storod  in  bins  above  tho  ground  vie 
693991.  All  wore  wd  1  camouflaged.  The  rifiewas  destroyed.  At  1305  hrs  C  Co  l/28 
Inf  located  a  small  VC  base  camp  vie  TT1999R9.  In  the  base  camp  was  200  lbs  of  rice, 

2  bicycles,  4  bunkers,  1  tunnel  50  meters  long  and  frosh  foot  prints  leading  to  7 
huts.  AH  were  dcstrouod.  At  tho  same  location  C  Co  l/2 8  Inf  found  a  brief  case  of 

’  canunitton,  documents  and  medical  supplies  which  ware  evacuated.  At  1630  hre  A  Co 
l/23  Inf  made  contact  with  2  VC  vie  XT208997.  The  VC  wore  taken  under  firo  v!  tb  unkn 
results.  At  1915  hrsl/23  Inf  closed  into  their  RON  position  vie  TT204994  with  no 
■E-caber  contact.  At  1010  hrs  C  Btry  2/13  Arty  arrived  in  the  area  of  A  Company  z/28 
Inf  and  A  Co  2/28  Inf  assumed  responsible?. V' ' ->r  security  o?  tho  Arty  baso.  The  2/28 
inf  (-)  regained  vio  > ' UliiARA-Air fi ol d  ac  Brigade  tosorvo  and  security  fear  the  nirJE'ioI<^ 
At  13 CO  Hrs  A  Co  2/28  Inf  had  3  2iTA  fr-'m  a  booby  trappod  grenade  vie  YU200045.  At 
1250  hrs  an  Co  2/28  Inf  patrol  >.rdc  contact  with  about  20  V\.‘  vio  10191041.  A 
short  firo  fight  developed.  Guns!-?oc  '-.a  artillery  wero  called  in  on  tho  VC  with  IJrik 
results.  Tho  VC  broke  contact  _t  »9).0  hra  uid  fled  to  the  north.  The  2/2S  Inf  (-) 
remained  vJ.c  UJl  BA  RA  Airfield.  A  2/2 3  Inf  and  C  Btry  2/13  Arty  remained 

vio  IU1&3036.  A  Co  l/'  d  Inf  f'.eked  no  1  VCS  who  was  ovaouated  for  further  invesigta~ 
tion 

On  30  Juste  at  3-100  hrs  l/23  Inf  conducted  a  cenbat  assault  from  L2  RED 
into  C2J  1.  Cue:  wiling  i/28  Inf  recived  scattord  sniper  firo.  Patrols  scarchod 
the  area  with  nog-Eive  contact.  At  1020  hrs  1/23  Inf  was  rrdord  to  QUAN  Id.  1/2,3 
Inf  (-)  was  on  03J  1  and  A  Co  l/X>  Inf  was  on  LZ  RED.  Both  elements  were  rrovod  from 
their  respective  loeatione  to  WJI  HA  RA  Airfield  eleoing  at  1350  hrs.  The  last  lift 
of  C  Co  1/28  Inf  was  lift  .id  directly  from  OBJ  1  to  OUAN  L01,  1/28  Inf  (-)  was  then 
lifted  from  Nil  BA  RA  Airf  eld  to  (JUAH  LOI.  Upon  closing  3UA!J  LOI  tho  l/Z>,  Inf  came 
under  OvCOr?  0f  1st  Brigade,  At  0900  hrs  B  Co  2/23  Inf  conducted  a  combat  assault  >•’<? 
OT150134  and  secured  tha  area  for  arrival  of  B  Btry  1/5  Arty  by  CH47.  At  1500  hrs 
A  Co  3/23  Inf  patrol  feund  soverel  wall  w  nnfl  >y-4jl  harirerd  wjtt  evtatow?  tenr, 
savorcl  houses  with  under  frtmi  tunnel  t  and  .me  bag  of  rice.  All  woro  destroyed. 

At  1510  hrs  C  Btry  2/L3  Arty  moved  to  KUI  HA  BA  Airfield  tvTcl  at  1545  hrs  A  Co  2/2 8 
Inf  moved  Tw  foot’ from  to.. 5*  R0H' position  to  2SBI*  t’A  BA  Airfield  cly.-irs;;  at  yOPAS  Van. 
••/ Z:  Inf  (-)  ,rouoi;:o<l  at  BOX  BA  RA  Airfield,  B  Co  2/28  Inf  and  B  Btry  remained  vio 
IB190134* 

On  1  July  2/28  Inf  (-)  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  Brigade  CP 
and  SOX  BA  RA  Airfield.  Local  patrolling  w va  conducted  with  negative  contaot, 

2/28  Inf  remained  vio  KOI  BA  RA  Airfiold  and  >•  Company  2/28  Inf  end  3  Btry  l/5  Arty 
,  (-)  remained  vie  BAGS  2. 

On  2  July  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  deported  tho  SONG  BB  area  and 
returned  to  tho  LOC  NINH  area  and  proparod  for  possible  camitBont  in  that  area. 

2/S  Inf  moved  from  tha  KOI  BA  RA  Airstrip  to  too  LOC  NINH  Airstrip.  The 

IA-  Inf  was  alerted  t«  be  prepared  to  move  Trent  Lsi  KBS  to  tho  LJL  NINE  aroa.  At 

1135  hrs  too  Battalion  was  Instructed  to  nova  load  olooents  to  toe  LAI  JOB  Airstrip. 

At  1215  hrs  1st  lift  departed  LAI  MB.  At  1735  hrs  the  1st  lift  of  tho 
1/16  Inf  departed,  The  Brigade  OP  returned  to  LOC  NINH. 
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On  3  July  the  l/L6  Inf  remained  on  olort  for  possible  conmdteent  into 
LZ  3LA0T  or  to  rwiniorco  IUN  QUAN  or  QUAN  LOI,  The  lA6  Inf  continued  to  assist  in 
the  defense  of  the  LOG  NIN31  airfield.  At  2030  hrs  A  Co  X/l(<  Irf  began  to  S3D  to  the 
northeast  to  vis  10*773111  and  XU773140.  At  0930  hrs  the  rcuairinf;  elements  of  tho 
2/53  Inf  closed  LCC  NIKI  area.  At  0715  hrs  C  Co  2/28  Inf  moved  vest  from  LCC  MINI! 
to  vie  X* (685066  in  order  to  secure  the  stop  for  C  Btry  2/13  Arty.  2  platoons  of  B 
Co  2/28  Irf  secured  tho  road  frera  LOC  NINH  to  XU685066.  At  1130  hrs  C  Btry  2A3 
Arty  amid  by  rood  to  their  location,  doling  at  1202  hrs.  B  2/28  Inf  (-)  remain¬ 
ed  vie  lx  K3Ci  Airfield.  C  Co  2/28  Inf  and  C  Btry  2fo  Arty  rr-alnod  vie  XU685066. 

On  4  July  at  2030  hrs  A  0.-,  l/j.6  Inf  began  to  r.ovo  to  the  northeast 
frm  LOC  8INH.  At  0550  hrs  A  Co  l/i.6  Inf  dropped,  off  a  platoon  embush  vie  XU764092. 

A  Go  'ifi.it  Inf  (-)  continued  to  tho  north  to  vie  XU773140  arriving  at  0800  hrs.  A  „ 
Co  5./16  7x.t  then  returned  to  battalion  area  closing  at  1323  lira.  At  1215  hrs  B  Co 
1/..6  Inf  vas  placod  on  30  minute  alert  for  possible  caanitcont  to  assist  in  protec¬ 
tion  of  a  downed  CH47.  B  Co  l/l6  Inf  was  tokon  off  alert  at  1315  hrs  when  A  Co  2/28 
Inf  socured  the  downed  CII47.  Tho  i/l6  Inf  remained  vie  LOC  NINH  Airfiold,  At  0735 
hrs  C  On  2/78  In?  moved  to  vie  XU 58 9064  to  secure  a  new  area  for  C  Btry  2/13  Arty. 

C  i'-try  cloued  into  tho  new  area  at  1302  hrs.  At  0800  hrs  A  Co  2/23  Inf  began  to  S8D 
to  the  northwest.  At  1225  hrs  A  Co  was  ordered  to  novo  south  to  vie  XU697101  whore 
the  CH47  had  gone  down.  A  Co  2/28  Inf  arrived  at  this  location  at  1315  hrs.  A 
CILG  ■iSta^.Xig  arrived  at  about  the  sane  tlno  sad  a  p;c.  afcvr  was  foraod  around  tho 
CH47  with  A  Co  ?/8  Inf  on  tho  oast  and  G1DQ  Co  an  the  were.  At  1715  hrs  2  non 
frevi  C  Co  2/28  Inf  roro  injured  by  a  short  Sira  oortcr,  a  rand  fUw  by  C  Co  2/28 
Inf. 

On  5  July  tho  lA6  Inf  {-)  continued  to  provido  security  for  tho  LOC 
NIifH  Airfield,  A.t  2015  hrs  0  Co  lA6  I°f  bognn  aovanont  to  a  patrol  ba.se  vio  XU 
8Q3057  where  thry  closed  at  0340  hrs.  Upon  closing  C  Co  l/i£  Inf  pont  out  2  platoon 
also  ambush  patrols  vio  XUC14D53  end  XU812060.  C  Co  l/L6  Inf  continued  patrolling 
vie  thoir  patrol  base  until  1500  hrs  whon  thoy  moved  to  POSITION  MUffi  XU7S704Q  to 
roat.  At  2015  hrs  they  moved  southwest  to  a  patrol  baso  vie  X5735997.  At  O63O  hrs 
one  platoon  of  B  Co  1/16  Inf  oonductsd  b  combat  nssult  into  LZ  BfiTTY  {XU803123) 
thoy  then  moved  southwest  back  to  battalion  baso  area  closing  at  lli1;  hrs  with  nog 
contact.  At  06/?  hrs  or<.  platoon  of  B  Co  l/L6  oonductcd  a  combat  assault  into  LZ 
MANY  (XU/6 6034)  and  tfcori  moved  back  to  battalion  base  dosing  at  1425  hrs  with  nag 
contact.  Tho  l/l6  Inf  (-)  remained  vie  LOC  NINH.  A  Co  2/23  Inf  and  one  CIDG  Co 
remained  overnight  vie  XJ697095.  C  Co  2/28  Inf  and  one  CIDG  company  continued  to 
provide  security  for  C  Btry  2/l3  Arty  vio  XU689064.  At  0800  hrs  A  Co  2/28  Inf 
began  to  S2D  north  to  vie  XU7 00110  and  than  southwest  to  the  battalion  fceso  area 
dosing  rt  0915  hrs  wf  ih  negative  contact.  At  1318  hrs  a  platoon  from  B  Co  2/28  Inf 
patrolled  vie  XU71503'  end  returned  at  1635  hrs  with  negative  contact. .  Tho  2/28  Inf 
(-)  rumcinod  vio  LOC  "INK.  C  Co  2/23  Inf  and  C  Btry  2/13  Arty  remained  vio  XU689064. 

Ob  6  July  at  2015  hours  C  Company  lA&  infantry  moved  from  POSITION 
KCKB  (XIP7700/0)  to  a  patrol  base  via  XT733994.  At  0700  hours  C  Coepany  lA6  Infaiv 
try  •  :t  a  da*.1*'-  “I *e  «"brol  to  rooon  Huy  13  from  XT720986  to  Xtt723005. 

At  1035  hours  !i~i 
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was  lifted  into  LZ  BSLLCVf  (XU725C13)  and  mo-red  south 
around  LZ  LELLO.J,  The  Recon  Platoon  lA6  Inf  then 
west  of  the  streer’.  vie  XU712013.  C  Compare  lA6  Inf 
found  5  VC  bodies  vie  XU725013  and  5  VC  bodies  vie  XU726016,  It  was  believed  that 
these  bodies  yore  from  the  battle  of  30  Juno.  The  Recon  Platoon  also  found  the 
following  equipment:  2  AT  rockets,  5  Chio-m  Grenades,  5  Rifle  grenades,  1  sixty 
ns  mortar  round,  250rounds  linked  30  eel  ammunition,  30  rounds  30  cal  M  ammunition, 
.,3  rovncls  Cbiocm  7.62  carbine  ssmunition,  1  gun  cart  and  a  T  and  E  mechanism  for 
7,62  mcchincgun.  C  Company  lfl6  Inf  then  moved  to  LZ  TELLCM  whore  they  vre  extr¬ 
acted  by  UI'10  at  061520  July  1966.  The  Recon  platoon  remained  vie  LZ  YESl/W  and 
attempted  to  ambush  any  VC  coming  into  the  area.  At  1600  hrs  the  re  car.  pltdcfi 
began  to  pt.D  north  V.eJc'M  I.0C  MIRK  closing'  r.t*3745»Brs;  EE  1010  hrs  one  platoon 
of  A  Company  l/l6  Inf  conducted  a  oembat  assault  into  a  LZ  vie  XU830068  and  began 
to  3#D  to  the  r.orthvrest.  They  were  extracted  fran  a  PZ  vie  XU819035  at  1910  hrs 
with  negative  contact.  At  0655  hrs  the  recon  platoon  and  tho  AT  platoon  2/26  Inf 
began  to  S S3  to  tho  northwest  vie  XU710125.  There  wore  approximately  100  emplace¬ 
ments  and  bunlrers  discovered  vie  XU710119.  12  bunkers  wore  destroyed.  The  recon 
platoon  and  AT  platoon  returned  to  LOC  KIKIl  closing  at  1430  hrs  with  negative  con¬ 
tact.  2  Company  2/28  Inf  relCfvccT.  C  Company  2/23  Inf  of  tho  security  mission  around 
C  Bt'.y  2/l3  Arty,  The  relief  was  complete  at  0945  hrs  and  0  Company  2/26  Inf  moved 
to  a  patrol  base  vie  XU700109.  A  patrol  was  dispatched  to  tho  northwest  and  found 
a  froqr.ently  used  spring  vie  XU712095.  At  1330  hrs  C  2/28  Inf  found  3  huts  and  3 
observe ti on  post  on  hill  182  vie  XU693120,  Arty  was  called  into  the  area  resul¬ 
ting  in  4  secondary  oxplosions,  C  Ccnpony  2/23  Inf  departed  the  patrol  base  at 
1515  hrs  ynd  closed  back  into  the  battalion  base  area  at  1635  hrs.  2/26  Inf  (-) 
continued  to  secure  LX  HIXU  area.  B  Company  3/28  Inf  remained  with  C  Btry  2A3 
Arty. 

On  7  Jui  at  2000  hrs  B  Ccnpony  lA6  Inf  began  to  S&D  east  to  vie  XU 
‘773072,  then  north  to  XU77  50S5,  southwest  to  XU750020,  and  then  northwest  to  the 
battalion  base  area  closing  at  1600  hrs  with  negative  contact.  At  0859  hrs  the 
recon  platoon  lA6  Inf  conducted  a  ccnbat  assault  into  LZ  i-iAilY  and  S®  northwest 
to  tho  battalion  base  area  dosing  at  1330  hrs  with  negative  contact.  Tho  lA6 
Inf  romined  vie  LX  WITH  Airfield,  At  0820  hrs  A  Company  2/26  Inf  conducted  a 
ccnbat  assault  around  the  village  vie  XU71ZL52.  A  Canpany  2/28  Inf  ssarched  the 
village  for  VC  and  VCS  and  ocsnploted  the  search  at  1040  hrs  with  negativo  results, 
Atlll3  lira  a  patrol  fren  A  Company  2/28  Inf  made  contact  with  5  VC'  vie  XU707147, 

SA  and  arty  Arc  wan  plcooc'  on  tho  VC  and  it  was  estimated  that  1  VC  ms  Kill  ed 
end  1  wounded.  Tho  paw  ox  pursued  the  VC  but  they  fled.  At  1430  hrs  A  Canpany 
2/23  Inf  found  3  huts  and  2  foxholes  vio  XU70514&.  VC  propaganda  ws.b  found  in  the 
huts  and  destroyed.  A  Company  2/28  Inf  was  extracted  and  closed  tho  battalion  base 
at  1616  hrs.  B  Canpany  2/26  Inf  conduotod  extensivepatr filing  and  eontinued  to 
bccuto  C  Btry  2/l3  Arty. 

8  July  1A6  Inf  eaamancod  movement  by  CV2  air  craft  from  LX  NIMH 

to ^11*11 ICk  Al  UW  a  t:-U3  to  absurd  v»  1/lt  tal  to  UMW  US.  She 

last  element  of  lA6  Inf  doparted  LOG  MENU  p.  1630  hrB  and  upon  closure  into  Q'.UAN 
L0I  oire'  under  OPCON  of  the  1st  Brigade.  2/26  Inf  at  0730  began  clearing  tho  rood 
from  LX  KIHII  to  XU691065  for  movccont  of  0  Btry  2A3  Arty.  By  0920  hrs  3  Canpany 
v  -a  — 
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2/zS  Inf  (-)  had  secured  thy  western  portion  of  tho  rout©  and  the  reoon  platoon  and 
AT  platoon  of  2/23  Inf  had  secured  tho  eastern  portion  of  the  road,  C  2/13  Arty 
than  ccctmancod  thoir  movement  to  IOC  NINH  dosing  at  1310  hrs,  B  2/23  Inf  and  the 
recon  platoon  along  with  tha  AT  platoon  closed  IOC  lilSJJ  at  1405  brs  with  negative 
contact.  The  2/28  Inf  aesir.od  rospoiisibility  for  tho  sector  vacated  by  l/l6  Inf, 
Tho  2/23  Inf  remained  vie  ICC  KISH. 


On  9  July  tho  2/28  Inf  continuod  to  provide  security  for  tho  IOC  NIKI 
Airfield  and  tho  Brigndo  CP,  The  2/28  Inf  dispatched  4  platoon  sise  patrols.  All 
patrols  olosod  back  into  tho  bat tell on  ba*j  aroa  by  1320  hrs  with  negative  oontact. 
The  2/;j3  Inf  and  Brigado  CP  remained  vie  IOC  NISI?  Airstrip, 


At  0330  1C  July  2/38  Inf  (-)  began  to  SfJ)  to  vio  XU702100,  A  Company 
2/28  Inf  (-)  returned  to  IOC  MCN1I  Airstrip  at  0332  hrs  with  negative  contact.  At 
0858  hrs  one  platoon  fren  C  Company  2/28  Inf  SK)  to  vie  XU765062,  Tho  Platoon  re¬ 
turned  to  ICC  SINK  at  1135  hrs  with  negativo  oontaot,  2/28  Inf  and  Bdo  CP  remain¬ 
ed  vie  IOC  mm  nirflold. 


On  11  July  1966  at  0755  hrs  tho  rccon  platoon  2/28  Inf  began  SW  vost 
to  a 'patrol  base  vio  XU692092  vfoero  they  conducted  extensive  patrolling.  The  rocon 
platoon  returned at  1335  hours  with  negative  oontaot.  At  0300  hrs  a  platoon  from  B 
Company  2/28  Inf  oegan  to  S&D  e->uthoast  to  vie  XU76506L,  B  Company  2/28  Inf  olosod 
back  into  IOC  NIN1I  at  1553  hrs  with  negative  oontaot.  At  0905  hrs  one  platoon  from 
C  Company  2/28  Inf  began  to  S’D  to  vio  XU7 65105  and  returned  to  IOC  NINH  at  13°0  hre 
with  negative  contact,  Tho  2/23  Inf  remained  vie  IOC  NINH  Airstrip. 

On  12  July  2/23  Inf  continued  to  provide  soourlty  for  tho  Brigade  CP 
and  IOC  KINK  Airfield  and  conducted  local  security  patrols,  Tho  2/28  Infantry  also 
conducted  small  unit  training  in  band  and  arm  signals,  immediate  action  drilBr;  and 
weapon  teroing.  Tho  battalion  remained  vie  LCC  MB®  Airfield. 

On  13- '  ’  July  at  0800  hrs  B  Company  2/23  Inf  (-)  S&D  to  vie  XU692095. 

B  Company  2/26  Inf  destroyed  on  Chicna  gronode,  (booby  trap)  vie  XU715104,  B 
Cccpany  2/23  Inf  (-)  rotumyd  to  ICC  JUKI!  at  1512  hrs,  Thp  2/23  Inf  remained  yin 
IOC  iTIITTI  airstrip  along  with  3d  Bde  CP. 

On  14  July  tho  2/28  Inf  continuod  to  provide  security  t)  the  IOC  NINn 
Airfield  end  conducted  local  soowrity  patrols  around  tho  IOC  KINK  area,  A  Company 
2/28  Inf  was  on  a  one  hr  slort  as  RRF  for  the  ARVN  convoy  botwoon  AN  IOC  end  IOC 
NIKI.  Tho  3d  Bdo  CP  moved  to  LAI  KI3B  at  141300  July,  Tho  Bde  TAC  CP  remained  vie  •  ,  * 
LOC  KINK  Airfield,  The  l/l8  Infantry  replaced  the  2/28  end  the  2d  Brigade  asswuod 
responsibility  for  tho  ICC  NIKH  aroa,  thus  ending  Oporation  El  FASO  II, 

12.  RESULTS 

a.  Friendly  Losses! 

3  Juno  9  rflA,  2  KIA 

4  Juno  10  WIA,  5  XIA 

5  June  2  VIA 
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8  Juno 

16  WIA,  1  KIA 

9  June 

lU  m 

11  June 

33  WIA,  33  KIA 

12  Juno 

1  WIA 

14  June 

1  WIA 

15  June 

1  WIA 

23  June 

■  e  '••ii 

24  June 

4  WIA,  1  KIA 

25  June 

11  WIA 

29  Juno 

6  WIA 

5  July 

2  WIA 

7  July 

4  WIA,  2  KIA 

9  July 

41  WIA,  12  KIA 

10  July 

9  WIA ,  3  KIA 

13  July 

3  WIA 

TOTALS 

165  WIA  59  KIA 

Snowy  Losses* 

5  Juno 

1  KIA  (BC) ,  17  VCS,  15  rounds  Sian  mortar 

&  Juno 

1  ves 

3  June 

105  KIA  (DC),  100  KIA  (Est),  ono  57  it,  1  AK47 

10  Juno 

1  KIA  (DC),  1  Cfcican  AKW  rifle  captured 

11  Juno 

106  KIA  (BC),  1  7VC,  1  Gorman  7.92  KG,  1  RRG-2,  1 
CfcicTE  oarbinc,  27  rounds  6Qnm  mortcr,  1  60  mortar 

12  June 

3  VCS 

13  June 

12  rounds  81mm  mortar 

14  June 

.  1  VCS 

17  June 

2  VCC,  3  VCS,  1  US  oerbino,  1  rifle  grenade  launebor 

18  June 

250  lbs  salt  dostroyod 

20  Juno 

34  VCS 

22  Juno 

4  RPG-2  rounds  and  80  rounds  7.62  ammunition  eanturod 

24  June 

1  VCS,  109  rounds  30  cal  ammunition,  1  AT  and  1  AP 
nine,  miscollanoous  onidpment  destroyed. 

25  June 

3  VCS,  3  rounds  605sn  mortar 

26  June 

5  KIA  (3C) ,  15  KIA  (I’os) ,  1  Russian  carbine,  1  PRG-2 
rocket  launchor  with  1  round,  400  rounds  7.62  ammuni 
tion 

23  Juno 

1  submachine  gun 

29  Juno 

1  KIA  (30),  1  VCS,  1  KL  riflo,  10.5  tons  rice,  2 
bioyclos 

30  Juno 

1  KIA  (BC),  1  VCS 

1  July 

25  tons  rice 

2  July 

1  VCC 

4  July 

2  KIA  (BC),  1  (Est) 

2  KIA  (Est),  4  VCS 

7  July 

TOTAL* 

224  HA  (BC) ,  118  KIA  (Est),  3  VCC,  52  VCS 
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13.  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS; 

The  logistical  base  for  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  was  located  at 
the  Brigade  base  camp  in  LAI  KHE  for  the  entire  operation.  TheBrlgade  o1a> 
monts  were  resupplied  daily  by  CV2  to  the  forward  logistical  base  and  from 
there  to  the  forward  bases  by  UHlP  helicopter  as  required.  Maintenance 
control  teams  were  provided  by  the  direct  support  unit,  C  Company  TOLet 
Maintenance  Battalion,  Equipment  whicji  could  not  be  repaired  or  replaoed  «n 
eito  was  exchanged  from  the  base  carp.  Medical  service  was  provided  by 
B  Company  1st  Medical  Battalion.  AEA1  surgery  team  attached^  provided  the 
medical  facility  with  the  capability  of  performing  major  surgery.  Patients 
were  evacuated  as  required.  No  major  logistical  problems  were  encountered, 

14.  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES: 

a.  The  technique  of  cordon  and  search  of  a  village  was  almost 
perfected  in  the  operation  by  the  2/23  Infantry  on  20  June.  Bie  essential 
points  to  he  stressed  are; 

(1)  Cordoning  the  village  without  being  detected, 

(2)  Pey/Ops  broadcasts  to  oxplain  to  the  people  what  is 
happening  and  what  they  should  do, 

(3)  A  ready  airmobile  RRF  to  block  escape  of  ary  personnel 
who  slip  the  cordon. 

(A)  A  black  list  of  known  or  suspeoted  VC. 

(5)  ARVN  assistance  and  district  assistance  in  soarohing  and 

questioning. 

(6)  A  definite  technique  of  questioning  and  identifying  all 

personnel. 

(7)  MECCA  P  and  oivlo  action  aotlvitios. 

b.  The  NS  Air  Force  MEDEVAO  helicopters  were  used  to  evacuate 
wounded  Aran  dense  rubber  tress  on  11  June  1966, 

15.  CCMMANDgR1  S  ANALYSIS; 

Sc%e  lessons  learned  during  deration  EL  PASO  U  were: 

a.  The  VC  attempted  to  fortify  the  high  ground  around  LOC  NDH 
in  preparation  for  an  attack  on  that  town.  Extensive  patrolling  not  only 
detected  the  so  VO  fortifications  but  decisively  defeated  a  VC  battalion 
and  disrupted  VC  plans.  The  host  defense  is  aggressive  and  continuous  patrol, 
ling  to  insure  the  enemy  oannot  move  in  and  build  up  for  an  attack. 
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b.  Air  traffic  control  was  furnished  by  Pathfinders  from  the 
1st  Aviation  Battalion.  Recommend  a  Pathfinder  team  be  attached  to  the 
3d  Brigade  when  it  is  necessary  to  support  a  fixed  airfield.  Minimum 
equipment  necessary  will  include  runway  lights  and  radio  communications 
with  FM  and  DHF  capabilities.  Personnel  should  not  be  rotated  throughout 
+  operation  without  proper  coordination  with  Brigade  Headquarters. 

c.  When  Air  Force  aircraft  arc  utilized  to  lift  elements  of  this 
Brigade  it  is  imperative  that  an  air  combat  control  team  be  established  at  ' 
both  the  point  of  embarkation  and  th8  point  of  debarkation.  This  is  not 
only  to  have  adequate  control  to  prevent  a  serious  accident  but  to  be  able 
t»  gite  instructions  to  tho  pilots* so  as  to'nske-  loading  aisd'  tfilbading  more 
efficient. 

d.  The  FAC*  s  need  a  radio  with  the  capability  of  covering  the 
same  frequency  range  as  the  ground  troops.  All  commend  frequencies  of 
units  within  the  3d  Brigade  except  the  Brigade  Command  Frequency  are  above 
51.0  MC  FM  which  puts  them  out  of  range  of  the  present  FAC  radios.  It  is 
necessary  for  the  FAC  to  be  able  to  monitor  the  actions  of  the  ground  com* 
manders  in  order  to  understand  what  is  going  ca  and  enabling  'him  to  provide 
much  better  close  air  support  with  much  greater  assurances  of  troop  safety. 


Ccnmanding 

Copies  Furntshedi 

MACV  J2 
MACT 

Cctanander  2d  Air  Division 
Ganmanding  General  1st  Inf  Div 


- 

-  - 

Confidential 

A  J  / 
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HEADQUARTERS 

-1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  ARTILLERY 

APO  US  Forces  96345  ■ 

AFDB-I1A3 

23  September  19 66 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (liAJS/nCS/ J3/32) 


THRU:  Command  Channels 


TO:  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  G3 

AFO  US  Forces  96345 


1 .  (U)  Operation  SL  PASO  II/III  -  security,  search  and  destroy.  . 

2.  (U)  2  June  1966  -  3  Sep  1966. 

3.  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION: 

•  a.  Artillery  Support 

1st  Inf  Div  Arty  Col.  MArlin  V',  Camp 

2/13  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Col.  Gerald  E.  Robinson 

DS  1st  Bde  ( 9'  June-28  June)  with 
C/2/33  Arty  atchd  (9  June-28  June) 

,  •  D/1/5  Arty  atchd  (13  June-27  June) 

B/8/6  Arty  atchd  (10  June- 18  June)  w/fires 

controlled  by  Div  Arty  ’ 

2/33  Arty  (-)  .  Lt.  Col.  Frank  it.  Tims  (2 

Juno-15  July) 

DS  3d  Bde  (2  June-16  July)  with  Lt.  Col.  James  R.  Koenig 
C/2/13  Arty  atchd  (6  June-16  July)  (15  July-16  July) 

C/1/7  Arty  atchd  (8  June-27  June) 

B/1/5  Arty  atchd  (27  June-1 6  July) 

8/6  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Cel.  John  it.  McGiffert 

GS  (18  June-27  June)(6  July-17  July) 

DS  2/18  Inf  (27  June-6  July)  with 
C/1/7  Arty  atchd  (27  June-8  July)  with 
B/1/5  Arty  (-)  (3-how)  atchd  (1  July- 
2  July) 

A/2/33  Arty  atchd  (30  June-4  July) 
l/LHAA  (17  July-21  Aug) 

D/8/6  Arty  atchd  (27  June-3  Sop) 

B/8/6  Arty  atchd  (9  June->  Sop) 

1/5  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Col.  David  C.  Rogers 

DS  1st  Bde  (6  July-16  July)  with 
A/1/5  Arty  atchd  (6  July-11  July) 

A/2/33  Arty  atchd  (6  July-11  July) 

C/1/7  Arty  atchd  (8  July-12  July) 

.  B/1/7  Arty  atchd  (13  July-1 6.  July) 
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1/7  Arty  (-)  Lt.  Col.  Carroll  S.  Heek 

DS  2d  Bde  (17  July-16  Aug)  with1 
B/1/7  Arty  atchd  (17  July-20  Aug) 

A/l/5  Arty' atchd  (1 7  July-16  Aug) 

B/2/33  Arty  atchd  (1?  July-1  Aug) 

b.  Deployment:  Artillery  support  was  provided  by  assigning 
105mm  Bns  in  direct  support  of  the  Brigades.  These  artillery  battalions 
varied  in  size  from  two  to  four  batteries.  For  certain  special  operations 
a  Battalion  (-)  or  one' battery  was  attached  to  a  single  infantry  batta¬ 
lion.  The  deployment  and  fires  of  the  direct  support  artillery  units  were 
controlled  by  the  supported  unit  (for  details  see  appropriate  Brigade 
reports).  General  support  and  reinforcing  artillery  was  provided  by  1 55™ 
and  8  inch  howitzers  from  the  8/6  Arty.  The  GS  and  GSr.  artillery  batteries 
were  positioned  at  various  times  in  the  AM  LOC  -  QUAN  LOI  -  CHON  THANH 
base  camp- areas,  or,  for  special  one  or  two  day  operations,  moved  to  for¬ 
ward  field  positions  to  provide  support;  such  as  from  7-1 1  July  when  the 
8/6  Arty  was  located  at  "artillery  position  1"  and  fired  in  support  of 

1st  Bde  convoy  ambushed  on  9  July.  The  GS  artillery  fires  were  controlled 
by  the  forward  element  of  Division  Artillery.  For  some  special  operations 
the  8/6  Arty  was  assigned  a  direct  support  mission. 

c.  Fire  Support  Coordination:  Boundaries  between  AO’s  were 
established  as  fire  coordination  linos.  The  Div  Arty  Fire  Support  Element 
moved  forward  and  was  co-located  with  the  Division  TOC. 

d.  Amy  Aviation  Support:  Division  Artillery  Aviation  Section, 
augmented  with  one  0-1 F  aircraft  from  the  74th  Aviation  Company,  provided 
aerial  observation  over  convoys  and  Brigade  areas  of  operation  during  day-  . 
light  hours.  Radio  relay,  artillery  adjustment,  recon  and  command  liaison 
wars  performed  as  required.  The  aircraft  were  maintained  and  operated  from 
Division  Artillery  field  locations.  Aircraft  requiring  major  repair  or 
intermediate  maintenance  and  Inspection  were  replaced  with  aircraft  avail¬ 
able  at  the  PHU  LOI  base  camp, .  Total  hours  flown  on  operation  EL  PASO  . 
II/III  are  as  follows: 

'  OH-13 '»  1008  hrs 

•  -•  0-1F  .  151  hrs 

.  •/’  ’  ‘  Total  1159  hrs 

e. '  ArtiUsiy  T'aming  to  Aircraft:'  Artillery/mortar  advisory 
was  provided  by  each  Brigade  in  their  respective  areas  of  operation.  Each 
direct  support  battalion  provided  information  to  the  Brigade  advisory 
center.  Advisory  information  for  the  QUAN  LOI  and  AN  LOC  area  was  provided 
by  the  air  traffic  controllers  from  the  1st  Avn  Bn.  This  headquarters 
controlled  all  artillery  in  the  QUAN  LO I/AN  LOC  arsa  and  forwarded  the 
advisory  information  to  the  air  traffic  controller.  The  system  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  adequate, 

f.  Artillery  LNO's  and  FO'a:  Direct  support  artillery  batta¬ 
lion?  provided  LNO's  and  FO's  to  the  supported  unit.  S/6th  Arty  and  Div 
Arty  provided  LNO's  to  ARVN. 

* 

g.  Div  Arty  Base  Organization  and  Security:  CO  HHB  Div  Arty 
was  responsible  for  organization  of  the  Div  Arty  base  ar.d  coordination  of 
security  with  the  2d  Bn,  ICth  Infantry  while  in  the  forward  base  areas. 
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h.  Metro:  Electronic  mot  messages  were  received  from  the  Div 
Arty  met  section  at  PHU  LOI  (until  it  became  inoperable)  and  from  PHUOC 
Vli'H  and  CU  CHI.  A  visual  flight  team  was  available  in  the  yUAN  LOI  area. 
This  tear  corrected  the  electronic  met  messages  with  actual  wind  data  at 
GUAM  LOI.  This  connection  was  not  always  accomplished  due  to  the  weather 
limitations  on  visual  met  -observations.  However,  inmost  cases,  the 
electronic 'met  proved  very  satisfactory. 

i.  .  Control  and  Clearances  of  Fires:  Div  Arty  and  each  direct 
support  Bn  cleared  fires  with  the  ARVM  headquarters  nearest  their  loca¬ 
tions  for  their  responsible  units.  Bde  and  Bn  AO’s  were  cleared  as  free 
fire  areas  prior  to  conduct  of  an  operation. 

j.  Artillery  Preps. ation  Fires  onLZ’s:.  Preparations  were 
planned  and  executed  by  direct  support  battalions  and  reinforced  on-call 
by  general  support  artillery.-  Units  conducted  registrations  or  fired 
check  rounds  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ’o  prior  to  firing  preparations. 

4.  (U)  EXECUTION:  For  narrative  summary  of  operations  see  appropriate 
Brigade  reports. 

5.  (U)  Breakout  of  ammunition  expenditures  and  artillery  missions  are 
included  in  Brigade  reports.  The  8/6  Arty  while  in  a  GS  role  fired  14,250 
rounds  HE,  -344  rounds  IT  and  284  rounds  Ilium  of  155®n  and  9,449  rounds 

of  8  inch  during  4,282  missions.  (87  registrations,  3,080  H&I,  371  anti¬ 
personnel,  270  anti-equipment  and  474  others). 

6/  (C)  ADMINISTRATION: 


a.  Participating  Strength: 


start 

of  One rat ion 

End  of  Operation 

Casualties 

Div  Arty  (-) 

60 

100 

1  VJ1A 

8/6th  Arty  (-) 

299 

264 

0 

2/33d  Arty  (-)  . 

249 

249 

0 

2/13th  Arty  (-) 

318 

316. 

2  WIA 

1  /5th  Arty  (-)  . 

289 

278 

0 

1/ 7th  Arty  (-) 

220 

214  -  • 

0 

b.  Awards  and  Decorations:  Div  Arty  personnel  received  177 
awards  and  decorations  for  actions  during  EL  PASO  II/IH. 


7.  (C'  INTELLIGENCE/CIVIL  AFFAIRS: 


a.  Intelligence  and  Civil  Affairs:  1st  Infantry  Division  G2 
and  Brigade  S2's  provided  the  intelligence  support  before  and  during  the 
operation.  A  great  deal  of  low  level  intelligence  information  was  received 
from  the  Special  Forces  camps  at  AN  LOC,  LOC  NINE  and  SONG  BE- and  also 

. some  ARVN  authorities  at  sector  and  village  level. 

b.  Surveillance:  Electronic  surveillance  equipment  was  not 
■employed  by  Div  Arty.  Red  Haze  and  SLAR  flights  provided  targets  which 

were  fired  on  by  artillery. '  Surveillance  of  target  areas  and  suspect 
locations  was  accomplished  by  aerial  observers  during  times  of  good 
visibility. 
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8.  (C)  LOGISTICS  AND  SUPPLY : 

a.  General:  Logistical  support  of  the  artillery  elements  during 
the  operation  (particularly  during  EL  PASO  II)  was  complicated  by  frequent 
cross  attachment  of  batteries,  both  divisional  and  non-divisional,  from 
their  parent  battalion  to  other  battalions  and  by  attachment  to  infantry 
elements.  The  frequent  movement  and  change  in  assignment  resulted  in 
delays  and  misrouting  of  some  supplies.  This  adverse  condition  was  par¬ 
tially  compensated  for  by  having  all  artillery  trains  elements  operate 
from  LAI  KHE  and  coordinate  closely  and  directly  on  logistical  support. 

The  Div  Arty  S4  section  acted  as  a  clearing  house  and  radio  relay  station 
in  an  effort  to  keep  parts  and  supplies  moving  to  the  proper  battery. 

b.  Ammunition  was  supplied  by  a  combination  of  means.  The 
basic  requirement  was  fulfilled  by  Air  Force  C-123  or  C-130  lift  from 
BIFN  HOA  tq  the  airstrip  closest  to  each  battery  position.  The  ammunition 
was  then  shuttled  to  the  battery  by  vehicle  or  helicopter.  This  system 
was  supplemented  by  a  large  initial  overland  movement  of  ammunition  from 
LONG  3 1  MI  to  CHON  THANH  when  the  GS  battalion  was  committed.  On  two 
occasions  ammunition  was  lifted  from  base  stocks  at  LAI  KHE  directly  to 
battery  positions.  This  base  stock  was  subsequently  replaced  by  Air  Force 
lift  from.BIEN  HOA.  Movement  of  ammunitions  to  and  from  the  LZ's  by  heli¬ 
copter  became  more  effective  and  less  time  consuming  as  A  2 2  containers 
and  slings  became  available.  At  the  close  of  EL  PASO  II,  the  Div  Arty 
S-4.  could  move  1000  rounds  of  prepackaged  ammunition  to  any  position 
within  one  hour. 

c.  Other  supplies:  The  operation  of  a  single  logistical  base 
and  the  responsiveness  of  the  SfiT  element  there  resulted  in  excellent 
support  of  the  forward  elements .  The  only  problem  concerning  these  sup¬ 
plies  was  caused  by  the  frequent  movement  and  cross  attachment  as  dis¬ 
cussed  above. 

•  d»  Maintenance:  Comp  ary  C,  701st  Maintenance  Battalion  provided 
outstanding  direct  support  maintenance  and  back-up  organizational  main¬ 
tenance  for  the  forward  elements. 

e.  Medical:  Medical  support  of  artillery  units  was  provided  by 
organic  medical  sections.  Medical  evacuation  was  to  the  nearest  clearing 
location  or  to  a  specific  medical  facility  in  special  cases,  ton-emergency 
cases  were  evacuated  routinely  by  resupply  aircraft. 

f.  Transportation:  Sufficient  ground  transportation  means  were 
introduced  into  the  operational  area  to  satisfy  artillery  requirements 
and,  to  a  large  extent,  fulfill  the  short  haul  requirements  of  various 
infantry  and  support  elements.  Aerial  resupply  worked  well  despite  bad 
weather  and  soft  airstrips. 

g. ,  .Summary:  Logistical  support  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
Artillery  in  this  rapidly  moving  operation  was  adequate, 

9*.  (C).  COMMUNICATIONS:  The  RC-292  antenna  was  elevated  an  additional 
2U  feet  by  using  a  mast  kit  (AB  235/C)  and  stakes  (GP-2).  This  helped 
wereome  the  effect  of  heavy  vegatation  and  dampness  and  provided  a  good 
readable  signal  to  about  ,50  miles.  A  system  of  mounting  radios  in  the 
CF  tent  without  the  use  of  remotes  was  employed  and  proved  very  effective. 
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10,  (C)  MEDICAL: 

a.  Outpatient:  During  the  operation  of  the  Div  Arty  medical 
aid  section  in  the  forward  area  from  9  June  to  2S  July  a  total  of  202 
patient:  sr  ra  treated  as  follows: 


(1) 

URI 

57 

(2) 

Skin  disease 

34 

(3) 

Gastro  intestinal 

14 

(4) 

TO 

5 

(5) 

Possible  malaria 

1 

(6) 

T'. i3oct  bite 

3 

(7) 

Injuries 

61 

(6) 

Other 

20 

(9) 

Vietnamese  Nationals 

7 

Of  the  injuries,  there  wore  only  five  that  were  injured  from  hostile 
actions . 

b.  Field  Sanitation:  Sanitation  and  mess  facilities  were 
generally  adequate  but  required  constant  attention, 

11.  (C)  CONCLUSIONS  AND  LESSONS  LEARNED: 

a.  Conclusion:  Artillery  adequately  and  continuously  supported 
the  operation. 

b.  Lessons  Learned:  1 

(1)  Combined  artillery-air  operations  can  be  conducted 
simultaneously  in  the  same  area.  Detailed  pre-planning  to  include  the 
establishment  of  safe  air  corridors  allowed  the  continuation  of  artillery 
preparations  during  airmobile  operations.  The  establishment  of  fire  coor¬ 
dination  lines  with  artillery  employed  on  one  side  and  air  on  the  other 
enhanced  this  continuous  fire  support  capability. 

(2)  Infantry  and  armored  cavalry  platoon  sergeants  and 
platoon  leaders  must  be  thoroughly  trained  in  artillery  adjustment  and 
observer  procedure.  This  is  essential  so  that  they  can  call  for  artillery 
fires  when  their  assigned  artillery  forward  observer  ie  wounded  or  out 

of  action. 

(3)  Use  of  airborne  artillery  observers  proved  effective. 
They  wore  able  to  rapidly  report  ground  activity  not  detectable  by  per¬ 
sonnel  on  the  ground  and  provided  accurate  and  timely  observed  artillery 
support  to  the  ground  gaining  arms. 
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(A)  Habitual  association  of  units  should  be  maintained 
in  the  interest  of  unity  of  effort  and  timely  response  to  orders.  Only 
in  cases  of  tactical  necessity  should  batteries  be  attached  to  other 
than  their  parent  unit. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


/s/Thona3  M.  Bowes 
/t /THOMAS  11.  BCT-ES 
Major,  .Artillery 
Adjutant 

DISTRIBUTION: 

1st  Inf  Div  (G3)  -  25 
23d  Arty  Gp  -  6 
1/5  Arty  -  5 
8/6  Arty  -  6 
1/7  Arty  -  5 
2/33  Arty  -  5 


"A  TRUE  COPT" 

WILLIAM  L  PONDER 
Major,  Artillery 
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